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Christian Layman, a Light, not just a Pillar

“The call of the layman of
tomorrow s primarily a call
not to be a pillar of the Church
but to be the light of the world,”
—that was the theme of a pro-
founglly theological talk by
Jesuit Father Thomas E, Clarke,
of Woodstock College at the
first ecumenical religious ser-

~ vice held in the Rochester Dio- -
cese.

of a reality some Christians
| may prefer to ignore. “Is there
- not a sense in which God has
died even in the hearts of pro-
‘fessed believers?” he said.
“When the believing Christian
devoutly worships on Sunday
and then on Monday condones
" injustice, political, social, racial,
economic injustices, or is in-
different to the great cause of
=working—Tor--world—peace~has} g
not God undergone a kind of
- death in his life?”

" The “key figure™ for Father
- Clarke in keeping God “alive™
“in the modern world is the lay-
“iman—the “prophet” and thel |
_“apostle” to the world.

? of God"” theology is revelatory

s Father Clarke e he..

~ 7 pillpit of the United Church of

Christ, Irendequoit, Wednesday

evening, Oct. 27, to a congre- |

gaiitlon of Protestants and Cath-
cs.

Two priests and three minis- |
ters conducted the rite—prayers
and hymns for mreligious unity.

Father Clarke’s talk traced
the hopes and the hazards on

the road to a united Christen- -
dom.™

“He is most a lay apostle not
"when he lifts the collection or
teaches Sunday school or takes
-care of the parish finances,
. but when he joins with all men
"of good will in the rehabilita-
tion of his neighborhood, in the
" battle for civil rights, in the
"task of world peace, in the
' progress of science and tech-
nology, in the promotion of the
world and its values .

Father Clarke said, “A healthy
. Christianity of tomorrow will
' not necessarily be a Christianity

He cited Pope Paul’s state-.
ment at the United Nations as
~ajso. relevant to the quest of .
Christians for religious peace—
“Not one against the other,
never again, nevermore!”

Father Clarke admitted there -
‘yet remain “differences yes— |
at least until God answers our .
prayers for perfect unity; in- -

frEmp

difference, never again! never
more! This is our desire,_our
hope, our prayer.”

perous churches; it will be a

- which has many large and pros-| |
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Father Clarke explained. bility of salvation for all men service will be accepted and

. : totally available for the work|’
;:at: - He described “two significant . of bu¥lding a better world.”
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development, and the second he “ . “ : . but at the same time to be £
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All- called ‘“vertical” —the growth| . elements — elements of|world” — the relationship “be-[side the Catholic Church as|PI*Sent to men where they are, ’ ?
ssocl- - %f th:fic?hmy within Roman|y jinecs and truth outside the/tween the sacred and the sec.|well as within it” enables Cath- adgx;essgngthmexx;‘ i? a language i
sored atholiclsm. Roman Catholic Church.” ular, the spiritual and the tem:|olics to confront other Chris ;:'xdgnc\er;t a;) u\%ell tas“;:?v\;'t‘lc:: 3{,
Min- “From the time of St. Augus- . - poral, the churchly and the|tians, members of other re.
. A . Father Clarke said these fac- " ; and though it calls them to| -~ :
r in tine in the west (fourth cen " worldly. ligions and also agnostics and A
tors may seem to those who e transcendence as well as to ful- i
tury), there took shape the are not %atholics to be “small] During the medieval period, ztilt]l;iis:vsasthh il:ssl nett;‘vousnes§ fillment”"—this twofold burden| ,: i
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tlzel;i mtg tttl;e Cat[lgilllict Chfurclh cance fox"'” us.” gr e culture eclipsed specifically hu. need to proselytize. for it %
as beyon e possl y of sal- man, earthly and secular values| “we ¢ ¢ N i
vation, justly left to their fate| This significance, he said, in-|— *“the world was either a|pe wgat ;o::o L‘;’n"ﬂft b};ouu:g “If we are falthful” Father !
as sinners by the inscrutable | cluded not only the “universal{hostile force or an area offwhat the Spirit of God wants Clar}:e concluded, “and with| & > i
mystery of divine providence,”{a:knowledgement of the possi- compromise.” you to be,” Father Clarke stat. 5935 help we shall be—our| & §

of all religions” but also “the| In the present era, however, ed slowly and emphatically. | ¥ 0, 0 OO VPR, TN
“’!‘he contrzgsti«ng truth, that very respectable body of theo- art, cn*lture. science and tech- He added, "We have not be.|tive.”
Christ had died for all men, |y oica1 oninion, numbering such|NOl08Y” are recognized as comleome thereby indifferent to our

tended .to become a recessive distinguished names as Jacques|taining “human values placed| o) differences in faith. We are
element; the necessity of mem- Maritain and Yves Congar, there by God and these values deeply convinced that we were
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Participants in the service in- i
cluded Monsignor Richard K.
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which revealed countless mul _|the Church while deRying that ical service is planned for early {7, - y 3
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_parishes and missions in rural America.
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