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Crime or Duty
" To be Different?

Much editorfal ink and television time has been
spent commenting on the youngsters parading in pro-
test against the American war in Vietnam.

Chief target for criticism is David J. Miller, the
LeMoyne Jesuit -College graduate of Syracuse, who
burned his draft card. The lad identifies himself as a
Catholic Worker, a member of a controversial group
that has long championed “out” causes — particularly
the cause of peace even if without U.S. victory.

Are these youngsters dupes of Communist trickery?

To say that is to oversimplify the whole situation.
It also pushes these thousands of young Americans into
the predicament of thinking their best and perhaps only
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Bishop Cmsey at his hommewo rk affter s Council meeting. )

world’s Catholic bishops pour from St. P s

Spiritual Renewal — the Council's Goal Attained

Rome
~—— October 10
Dear Friends:

A month ago todsy X arrived
in the Eternal City an& it seems
a long time ago. It has beena
crowded month and there has
been more actiors, on  the sur
face, than in the 198 and 196
sessions combined. This fimal
session is strictly business be
cause there is so much to be

- done before fiml adjomirnment.

One gets the imnpreswion that
the four Modenton, Cardinals
Agagianian, Lercaro; Doepfner
and Suenens, alomg with Axch
bishop Felicd, the Secretary, are
ramming throughy the : agenxda
without any waste motion

This Is agreeable wwith the
Fathers. Whenever the Mod
erators call for a vtee to end
discussion on a pariicralar sub
ject, the ayes are almost
unanimous. Howerver, there s
no sipshod treatmeit of the
schemata, All of the subject
being debated thi=m fill have al
ready been through the Council
mill and the Comaminions, with
their experts, hive worked hun
dreds of hours rewilng and re
fining the texts before they
appeared on the ®loor.

So far theére have been eigh:
teen general congregtions
(business sessiorzs), A5 wo
noted in the Oclober8 column,
the Dechration on Religious
Liberty has been substantially
approved by an eight to one

=friends—are the Reds. —

- the Vietnam war, a war that has continually estalated
and one that might possibly escalate all the way to
¢ nuclear war.

The population explosion, LBJ’s hopes for a “Great
Soclety,” Negro-white relationships — all these will
i be trivial questions once a nuclear exchange beging —
if anyone survives even to ask any questions.

So maybe it’s a good thing that young Americans
T are asking some questions — even if they phrase them
or dramatize thern in ways older people find uncomfort-
able. ' ‘

Much of the turmoil that pervades the world today
is the result of lazy minds a generation ago that wouldn’t
ask embarrassing questions. They just took it for grant-
ed that God and their country were partners in a right-
eous cause 80 their sons were sent out to fight and bleed
and die in wars we now admit were wasteful.

“Gott mit uns,” said the Germans and the Kaiser
attributed his early victories in World War I to “God's
hand in history.”

General Douglas MacArthur, at the time of his
first major victory over the Japanese in the second
World War, said it was due to “a merciful Providence.”

When viclory was won, we smugly took it for
granted that our might proved us right and, among
others, Adolf Eichmann was executed because he blind-
ly obeyed his country’s orders to gas millions of Jews.

— Not many Americans get to see the Hiroshima

K atom bomb memorial museum but there is one item,

. among hundreds, that shows the rape of our Christian
creed when we couldn’t or wouldn't ask the right ques-
tions 25 years ago. i

In front of a.photograph of a smiling little boy is
a heap of small curled objects not easily identified. The
boy was Tglaying eight miles from the center of Hiro-
shima. The curled objects are pieces of finger nails
and skin he tore off in agony as he suffered for five
days after the blast until death finally relieved him.

If this is the rond we're on again, then bsn't it time
we paused to pondér now?

" Those of us who are content with the course our
country is taking should realize that our nation is built
on the conviction that other people have a right to hold
an opinion different from our own. :

.- And sometimes they may be more right than we
are.

The Lord we Christians claim to follow was put
to death precisely because He wouldn't knuckle under
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chose to be considerably different than those who in-
sisted on keeping the status quo. - - e .

So it isn’t really wrong just to be different. As a
matter of fact, in some cases it would be wrong not to
be different. . - )

—Father Hengy Atwell
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to the political and ecclesiastical leaders of His day. He
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the Councll wiil finskx discus

sion on “The lorxary Ac

tivity of the Church"and “The

Ministry and Life of Priests.”

In addition the Coumcil has
voted 80 times, giving Liml ap

~ proval to four xhemtx treated

in previous sessiom, “Divine

* Revelation,” “The Ly Aposto

late,” **The Pastaral Office of
Bishops™ and “Re=liglocas Life.”
Each of these propolitions will
have a profound inflzence on
the future Rife off the Church
and the People off Gock. It has
been a productive mopth.

After the-activee debmting has
finished, probably this Satur
day, the Council will re=cess for
a week, October 1724, to give
the ‘Commizsions an opportun:
ity .to process the. mite=rial dis-
cussed in ST Pewer's this fall
These men, and thelr experts,
are the real heroes of the Coun:
cil. About five of the fifty-one
U.S. bishops at the Hilton are
on various commissins. Three
afternoons a week after the
loni§ Council morniig session,
they go to St Peter's at 4:00
p.m. and spend threee and
half hours drecidimg visether to
accept or reject the changes
proposed in the Courecil hall
Later in NowembeT, thee revided
text will be submmittedd to the
Council for a finml votee.

To give you an idea how
arduous their hbon are, one
group of bishops and scriptural
expérts, spent an  eflire week,
between sessionx, baxmmering
out one key paragrph in “Di
vine Revelation” on the two
sources of revelators, Holy
Scripture ind Traditibex. These
men believe all €helr work is
worthwahile

cisions,
and promulgated by Pope Paul,
will be the guidedins forming

the priests and the People of

This is Bishop Casey's second letter from the Vatican Council in Rome.
He came horme last week when the Council began a recess fo get ifs
documents into their final version for promulgation by the Pope
lcater this year. In this article, Bishop Casey descrihes the color and
significance of the day-to-day events that have made the Council
a milestone in the rellgious !}iﬂory of this century.

God for decades to come. Here
is the Magisterium, the teach-
ing authority of the Church in
action,

The Pope's Visit ¢t the UN.

Most of you aw the Pope on
television ometime during the
day; some of you were glued
to your sets throughout the day.
and the evening Here in Rome,
wvhik the Holy Father was fly-
ing over the Atlantic, the Coun-
¢ik Father offered their Mass
in St Peter's that he would
have a succesxful Journey.

On the may homse from Bish-
op Navagh's funexal Mass at
Sxhta’Susanna, one of the bish.
ops had a transistor radio and
we listened to the welcome at
St_ Patrick's Cathedral (it was
4:45 p.m.; Rome is five hours
alread of Rochester), and it was
a surprise to hear the applause
fox the Pope in that venerable
edifice. Here In Rome, it is
commonplace wherr he appears.

Bihop Kemmey, who was

P
ing account of his reaction. “I

then, the Cathédral omly ‘five
blocks away, and we worild piiy
st the differenit altman, Info that
nanctuary, thaxiks te her, I came
back in 1932 to get the mitre;
sme already had  her piden
crown. But it 'was & tremendous
thought to rexlite that into that:

to sy, “Deo Gntixs'"

One of the dishops had
e, and eight of us gathe
his room at 8:00 p.m. to
to the Pope's address a
USN. You ind | were so
of him. He stressed the
notes and people of all
ous faiths felt in their he
that thizs man, caxrying mo
influence than
diwidual in the world, a
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' The faifed domie of §t. Peter’s dwarfs trafic on the busy

O i "

Via de Conéilistione leading to Vatican City.

countless people, the great and
the humble, yet he walked with
1 springy step, well ahead of
the tired old Cardinals who had
sccompanied him to .America.
There must be an inner vitality
which sustaing him. He went to
the President's table, signsled
for all to be seated, and began
his report, “"Venerabiles
Patrer.” His woice was low but
animited ax Re spoke of the
fullest thirty hours of activity
he hid completed as Pope, Pil-
grim of Peace.

Random Impressions

The sudden death of Bishop
Nawvagh cast a pall over the
American bishops. He was taken
il here at the Hilton and died
a few hours later in Salvator
Mundi Hospital. Practically all
of the 173 U.S. bishops in Rome
attended hiz funeral Mass at
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On the way back to the hotel,
I thought of the contrast

were able to keep abreast of
the Pope's wisit to the New
World. Rochester’s representa-
tive at Vatican I in 1870 st
in his cold, drafty hotel writing
home salty letters which would
take three to four weeks to
reach their destination; there
was no public address sysiem in
St. Peter’s, and a horse and
buggy took him from his hotel
to the Council.

One morning, just as the bus
was about to pull out of the
Hilton, a little Mexican girl of
eight was lifted in by the door
man who said the wantsd the
autograph of Bishop Sheen The
little tot walked to the rear of
the bus with her pad, while
the man from the Propagation
took a ribbing from the rest of
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ficient; we must eommuni_ cate
not only truth, but also life.”

One Czechoslovakian bishop:
“Trust in the victory of the
Cross. I saw and experienced
in prison the evils atheism
brings on the Church and souls,
but -1 also saw the hope for
the triumph of the Spirit” . ..
Cardinal Ottaviani, speaking
without notes because he is al-
most blind, whaled totalitarian
governments in his speech, Oc¢
tober 7, and was one of the few
speakers at this session to be
warmly applauded at the end
of his intervention. This must
have been gratifying to the old
man who s termed the leader
of the conservative element in
the Council.

Met Frank Duff of Dublin,
founder of the Legion of Mary,
who is one of the lay auditon
of the Council, and Mope to
have dinner with him one of
these evenings. Here is 3 man
who has done more good for
the Church than many bishops
combined. In St. Peter’s, he is

in the forefront of thik move.
ment and many pastors and as
sistants of the diocese know at
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hut seating twenty pervons,
where the. saint founded the
Franciscans in 1211. Adjacent
is the cell where, stretched on
the cold, stone flooy, he breath
ed forth his pure soul October
4, 1228. I knelt in prayer a
each of these mcred spots

Later in the day, we drove up
the hill to the Basilica of St
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. Ground breaking
.Margaret Mary’s
place last Sunday
was Monsignor I
Tioga Counties.
ing $400,000, wi
nue. Seventeen a
church site in 19
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Each parish in
of Rochesier has t
to send representati
ester Institute of
tomorrow morming
when presses will
N tional copies of
newspaper used dur
of Pope Paul VI t«
City.
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An English friar took us fato

the inner sacristy to show w

the collection of the relics of -.
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