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Five Centuries
In Five Years

The Vatican Council begins a week's recess tody.

Colincil officials have a mass of rewriting to do be-
tween today and the Council’s final serles of meetings
which resume Monday, October 25. <

The rewriting is the result of overa thousand sug-
gestions made by bishops during the past four years
of the Council. )

Eleven schemata — somewhat comparable to bills
in Congress — have been discussed and dehated by the
world’s Catholic bishops. Their comment, criticisms and
suggestions of the proposed documents must now be
incorporated in the final versions which therr need to
be voted as approved.

Five additional draft decrees were revised and pass-
ed in prewious Council sessions.

All sixteen cover x vast range of Chuxch activity —

e

N - R -
Y L

Y R’ 1 e & N IRy
.

ging-from-a-revison of the Church's ritua ways of
wenship to the intricate moral prohlems osed by
wespons of massive destruction, the
. n. anad the dawhing exa of cybernetics.

o WEhE Eirell commigntitors have said the Counclt
has taken the Catholic Church out pf the. Middle Ages
-and put it into the heart of the pext century — a jump
of five centuries in less than five years.

- Many of thie changes will take décades to accomp-
lish, such as the education of the clergy, the develop-
ment of mew missionary techniques, greater collabora-
tion with other religious grou‘)s. ;l);ojects to aid people
in developing natlons . . . the list is almost endless.

The Councll is expected to have its impact also on
parish organizations.

The days of Catholic “beer-and pretzel organiza-
tions” are over, according to James J. Norris, = US, lay-
man who is an auditor at the Council.

1 even think,” he said, “the days of all organiza-
tions as we knew them in the past are finished.’.

Noris, executive director of -Catholic Relief Serv-
ices and Srst American layman ever to address an ecu-
menical Council, was quoted in the Oct. 17 issue of Our
Sunday Visitor, national Catholic newspaper.

Interviewed by Father Vincent A. Yzermans, nead

of the U.S. Catholic Bureau of Information and OSV
mdent at the Council, Norris said *“'the Catholic
layman today must be involved not only in his parish
but also in his community.”

. 'The layman must also, he added, “come to under»
stand more deeply that his community is a world com-
munity.”

Included in the report were the comments of Mar-

tin H. Work, another Council lay auditor who is execu-
tive director of the National Council of Catholic Men.

Obeerving that laymen want to work with and for
the Church, Work said that the laity is “bothexred about

Church structures.” He offered this list of specific
recommendations toward proeducing lay activity in the

Church.

1. More clergy support—and encouragement for
Catholic lay people’s projects.

2. Release from excessive clerical
blockage.

8. Increase of
from the priest.

: 4. Greater communication with t‘ﬁe clergy and the
bishop. ’

5. The opportunity to express the apostolate of
public opinio(r)f., d P o e o

“6. A “hearing” and proper action on that hearing
— “or at east an intelligent response.”

7. General recognition on the part of the cler
" that the layman has a legitimate interest in the Chur.cgl{

8. Less clerical and 4echnical Church documents.

.. .“Ina word," Work concluded, the layman wants
a document from this Council that will form a magna
cartafor his role in' the Church of the future.” -
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( By. Reliéious “News Service)

A new, libera] jmmigration
law signed by President John-
son has cast new attention on the
persistent global tragedy that
finds millions of persons up-
rooted from their homes and
thrown into positions of hiunger
and - need. :

apperernitly contributing to fan-
ning the flames of a religious
war.” =

projects to aid refugees and
.meet other emergency needs is
centered in”Africa—a $10 mil-
lion, five-year “Ecumenical Pro-
gram for Emergency Action in
Africa” launched by the World
Council of Churches. Dr. Z. K.
Matthews, WCC Africa
tary who has surveyed. thé con-
tinent, reported that there now
are 500,000 refugees in several
countries.

Support for the emergency
effort has been found in sev-

Suported generally by church
groups, the legislation will

quota system in determining
those eligible to enter the coun-

maximum entry total to a-max-
imum’ of 170,000 immigrants .
in*one year, the law_has been
hailed as a significant step
toward removing descriminatory -
obstacles in the path of per-
sons seeking homes, ‘

National Council called on de-
nominations to place an “‘ur-
gent” priority on the program
and among pledges has been
one for $400,000 from the Na-
tional Lutheran' Council, which
hopes to: increase that total
to $1 million over the five years.

_ Areund the globe, interde
nominational and inter-agency
coaperation is highlighted in
several refugee programs.
Among them is the Commitiee
on Tibetan Refugees of the In-
ternational Council of Voluntary

B

Churchmen, over the Years,
have urged governments to ac-
celerate their ‘efforts to aid
displaced persoms, refugees and
those desiring to migrate.

Particularly recognized has
been the.important role of the
United Nations in seeking solu-
tions to refugee problems, a
program which has had the ac-
tive participation and support
of religious and other voluntary
groups. This was seen in Rome
when Pope Paul V1 addressed

- Jeaders of the UN Commission—=--

Ecumenical Aspect in Council’s Bible View

for Refugees and praised the
agency's “Christian and human-
itarian” work.

At the same time, Pepe Paul
was clear im his expression of
“deep grief” that situatioms of
mass human displacement con-
tinue. “You have heen able to

By CLAUD D. NELSON

Vatican City — (RNS) —
The Constitution on Divine
Revelation, approved by over-
whelming votes in the second
and third weeks of this fourth
session of Vatican II, has at-
tracted far too little attention
here at the American bishops’
press panel. It is ranked re
sponsibly atongside De Ecclesia,
the Constitution on the Church,
for its fundamental importance
for Catholic study, teaching,
preaching and publication; its
ecumenical significance is
scarcely less impressive.

of unfortunate human beings
over the ten years of your ex-
istence as a public body,” the
Pope said, urging that the work
“go forward” with the coopera-
tion and assistance of religious
and volumtary groups who have
as their goal the resteration of
self-sustemance to countless
masses of homeless men, wemen
and children.

As world refugee problems
reached a zenith at the end of
World War II, Protestant, Cath-
olic and Jewlsh groups were
unstinting in their efforts to
resettle and bring material re-
llef to uprooted millions. Today,
it is realistically recognized that
with the easing of conditions of
need in some countries, s worid -
fraught with tenston is destined
to continue to present new refu.
gee problems in new areas.

The new text was brought to
the attention of the American
bishops’ press pancl by Father
Francis G. McCool, SJ., on the
invitation of the panel's direc-
tors. The reporters present ad-
dressed no questions to him,
but he later acceded to my re-
quest for an ipterview.
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Communist efforts in Pakistan

One of the most extensive &

8 refugees. Also,
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Agencies, formed with 74 vol
©untary groups including the
WCC and other Protestant and
- Cathwlic organizations. The com-
miftee .is woiking for rehabili- -
tation of some 65,000 Tibetan
- refugees in India, Nepal and
Europe.

In Munich, Germany, an inter-
religioys commission has been
established to assist some 60.-

Orthodox emigrants and

this Spring a
, large group of Greek refugees
from Iron Curtain countries Was
flown to Massachusetts by Bap
tists there who earlier spon-
sored the resettlement of many

Roman Catholic refugees from

eral count_rieg. In the U.S., the Cuba. The eurrent, pmject was,

hailed by Archbishop lakoves,
— Primate of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of North and South
America, as a “gesture of Chris-
tian love.” :

Cuban refugees who swarmed
into the Miami, Fla.,, area with
the rise of the Castro regime
also found Protestant, Catholic °
and Jewish groups promptly
ready with material aid and
resettlement assistance. Playing
prominent roles in that program
were Catholic Relief Services,
Church World Service, the

years. While this report re-
flects, 1 believe, the generai
purport of our conversation,
only the reporter should be
held responsible for its con-
tents. .

The importance of the Con-
stitution stands out when one
compares it with what the
Council refused to approve in
the first .session, when Pope-
John’s vote eked out the two-
thirds necessary to send the
text, De Fontibus Revelationis
(On the sources of revelation),
back to the commission for re-
vision. From a Reformation
poimt of wiew, the text was as
bad as the title in assuming
that tradition was a necessary
and separate, almost independ-
ent source, not merely a sup-
plementary channel, of revcla
tion.

There were rumors of im-
provement during the first in-
tersession, but nothing was pre-
sented to the second session;

'Churches Long Active in Aiding World's Refugees -

Miami Lutheran Refugee Ser
vice and the United HIAS Ser-
vice, an agency of the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society.

“The United States Committee
for Refugees, a private nonsec-

" tarian coordinating organization

has been in the forefront of the
campaign to keep world con-
cern focused on continuing ref-
ugee situations. As countries
like West Germany improve
their economies and provide
homes and jobs for formerly
displaced persons, the commit-
tee has noted, there still exist
dire conditions such as those
in India and Pakistan and that
of the Palestine Arab refugees,
who number some 660,000 in

- Jordan, 280,000 in  the Gan

strip and 280,000 in Lebanon
and Syria.

A refugee, the U.S. Commit
tee has defined, Temains a
refugee “as long as the fun
damental needs of himself and
his family are unmet” or if
forced migration or his loss of
“citizenship means “continuing
deprivation of a minimally de’
cent life.” .

For the Churches, the obliga-
tion to work not onmly toward

cyclical is sometimes associated
with the far-reaching condem-
nation of Modernism and all its
works — some of which con
tained real promise for what is
now called aggiornamento -
by St. Pius X, early in the cen
tury in the encyclical Pascendi.

The conservative point of
view has also found support
emanating from the Lateran
University, while the Pontifi
cal Biblical Institute has heed
ed more Pius XII's Divino Al
flante Spiritu. The Commission,
in June, 1964, issued an “In:
struclion Concerning the His
torical Truth of the Gospels’
which Pope Paul had approved
in April.

: This included both permnis
sion and caution for the use of
form criticism, distinguished in-
errancy from historicity, outlin.
ed the three stages in the de
velopment of the Christian
Tradition, and warned against
over-emphasis on the adjective

alleviation of \the,se basic needs
but to speak out against the
conditions that have forced
expulsion of people fxom_their .
homes ‘has béen clearly stated.
Such was the, theme of state-
ments issued simultanebisly by
-leading Catholic and Protestant
churchmen in Germary this
vear on the 20th amniversary
of the start of expulsions of
German nationals from. former
Eastern areas of Germany.

Catholic Bishop Heinrich M.
Janssen of Hildesheim, (e Ger-
man hierarchy’s . Commissioner
for Expellee Affairs, citqd in
a pastoral letter the command
to Christians “mever i “Keep -
silent about wrongand evil™ and
to “build - bridges among peo-
ples so as to remove injustice
from the world am} create Tec-

onciliation ands peate” s
The German Catholic Refugee

Council stressed in 1iis  state-
ment that ip -addition tp- the
loss of homes by some 18 anil-
lion in Germany, many eother
millions in other parts 6f the
world had also lost their free-
dom and homes through viola-
tions |of human rights and that
Christians must work for “a
reinstitution of right.”
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the word of God.” (Constitu-
tion, Ch. 2, Para. 10). While
teaching is ancillary to the de-
posit, it is clear that “Tradi-
tion, Holy Scripture and the
Magisterium of the Church are,
in the wise designs of God, 50
intimately associated that one
cannot stand without the others,
and that edch in is own way
contributes effectually to the
salvation of souls.”

The writers wrote undexr the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
The Scriptures. can be under-
stood in terms of the meaning
they had for writers and hear-
ers in the time and circum-
stances of writing. “The words
.of God expressed in human
language are in évery wiy pro-
portioned to human speech—"
(Para. 13) Thus b‘oth faith and
intelligence are required to
make Bible study edifying, sal-
vific.

The Old Testament gives “an
insight into God and man and

pulation ex-
. . olic Relief Services, appear

" more -
South Vietnam. Urging govern- hath

Currently, conflicts in Viet-
nmam and PakistanImdia have
drawn attention to pressing ref-
ugee situations in (hose areas—
and religious groups are n the
forefront of progmms (o pro-
vide ald.

This Summer; Msgr. John F.
McCarthy, an officlai of Cath-

before a U.S. Senste subcommit.
tee and noted that thele were
thian 300000 refugees In

mental Belp Tor volunitary agen-
cies to alleviste the suffering
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of the war victims, the mon-

signor said: "It is possble to
reach these people with food
suppiies and clothing through
the US. Army Special Forces
Advisory Group. Troops are
present in 168 districts and
their officers have requested
Catholic Rellef Services to co-
operate in a joint effort to
bring aid to these people. Cath-
olic “Relief Services has Bud-
dhist and Ministry of Soclal
Welfare support for such an
undertaking.”

Governmental assistance has
been provided and numerous
church-related groups arc deep-
ly involved in -the expanding
refugee aid effort—among them
Church World Service of the
National Council of Churches,
the American Friends Service
Committes (Qualker) and the
Australian Council of Churches.

Already serious conditions in
Pakistan and India, it is feared,
can be heightened by present
hostilities. The Rev. Addison J.
Eastman, missions director in
the Asia department of the
National Council of Churches,
noted the certainty of “heavy
human suffering” and expressed
hope that “as in 1947, during
the partition of India and Pak-
istan, Christians in both coun-
tries will again be ministers of
reconciliation snad healing.™ He
cited the danger of “communal
riots between Muslims and Hin.
“Chinese

dus" and also saw

languages from Johns Hopkins
University, Father McCool stud-
ied at the Pontifical Biblical
Institute in Rome, taught at the
Woodstock, the . Jesuit college
in Maryland, for a time, and
has for several years lectured
at the Pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute in Rome on the intreduc-
tion to the New Testament, He
woie IS a ' rfp ¢
press parel, as In ‘previous
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the text now voted was approv-
ed in principle during the third
session. It carries a bit further
encouragement given to
and theologians by
Plus XII's 1943 Divino Afflante
Spiritu — a document  that
Cardina)l Ruffini is
said to have contradicted in an
article in Osservatore Romano. - Lere

b and Tradition

PRI ST ' .
Opposition to Pope Plus” en: * make up one Noly "deposit of-

A Child's Awe at Glimpse of Pope

“creative” as applied

pel writers does

pel truth,
*Scripture

ot gy

Pomezia, Italy—(RNS)—Photo captures the inner feelings of a little girl
as she and her mother watch Pope Paul VI during his visit to 3,000 Catholic
gypsies camped at a seminary near Rome. The Pope visiting the camp on
his 68th hirthday cclebrated a Mass despite a heavy rain and gave first Holy

pommun_ion to 25 gypsy children.
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to the
Christian community’s role in
the third stage: it was rather
“formative.” "It also affirmed
that variation in the order of
‘events chronicled by the Gos
not affect
their authentic portrayal of Gos

into the ways the just and
merciful God acts toward men.”
“The New Testament lies hid-

. den in the 0ld, and the Old
is fubly unfolded in the New.”
(Ch 9)

“The sacred authors wrote
’ the four Gospels in this way:
~ they selected certain things
from Wikt d LhiewOTuinided ¢ 06D
down by word of modth or.in-. .5
writing; they synthesized.some !
* things; they explained others’
having regard for the condi-
tions of the churches; and again
they kept the form of hefdld
ing a message, Thus at all timés
they conveyed sincerely to us
the truth about Jesus.™ (Ch. §)

Chapter 6 of the Constitution
treats of Scripture in the life
of the Church, and emphasizes
its importance for theclogians,
preachers, and all the faithful.
Recormmending accurate trans
lationxs, it continues, “If, with
the approval of ecclestastical
authority, these translations
happen to be carried out in col-
laboration with our separated
brethren, then they may be
used by all Christians” Thus
the common Bible project is

N given encouragement.

One can understand from the
Instraction and the Constitu-
tion that tradition is not mere-
v 2 set of glosses or ebitler
dicta, but the process of the
divine handing down of the
truth of revelation in terms

. susceptible of human compre
hension. The Incarnation and
Holy Scripture are parts of
revelation, the total heritage of
the Christian Church. More and
more; undér the gently implied
but unmistakable encouzage-
ment of the Constitution, the-
ologians working together ecu-

_ menically, and teachers who ac-
cept their findings, will make
it clear that the heritage is
one, for the whole of the Chris.
tian community. Only then can
it exert its Full potential in the
world. - ’
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Christians Blamed for Atheism Gains

By GARY MxEOIN

Rome—"When Vatican I proclaimed
papal infallibility, the workers of Europe
were too weak to stand up and cheer,” -
says Father Arthur McCormack. “With
that  historic experience, Vatican II has
even less excuse, if it fails to show today’s
dispossessed masses its concern’ and mean-
ing for them.” '

Father . McCoxrmack, mémber of the
English mission society of Milhill, is an
expert on probleéms of population_and of
wozld development, Co-editor of “World
Justice” (Louvain), he is closely asso-
ciated with ‘Cardimal Suenens in seeking
to make. the documierit on the Church in
the Modérn World as useful and rélevant
as possible for these to whoip it 18 ad-°
dressed. ‘ ‘ oo

‘They will have o settie for-much less
ian perfecton. The- debates o . e

vised vérsion have. L gaps whi
agrée cannot: be filled in the time
able. In additiont, deep divisions of view-
point rémain om Bow to deal with many
basic issues, and thé current Contil moed
is to ‘fiiid vague formulis’ to mask over-
such disagreenments - C
‘A glaring example is what to do about.
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“The Council discussion and the isﬁranel

talks and writings outside the aula have

revealed an amazing study in recent years . -
of this phenomenon, in search of a pas
toral approach. Practically_every part of
the world is involved and concerned, with
the curious exception of the United States.

Apparently, the conclusion reached by
Will Herberg ten or more years ago re-
mains valid. Our pluralism is governed by
rigid conventions. The omly socially ap-
proved categories are Catholitism, Protest-
antism and Judaism. Specifically, agnosti- -

cism and atheism are still cut.  °

In consequence, the U.S. bishops took
to significant part in the discussions. But
just abiout every other. region was well
represented. What was new in thé eéxpo-

sition was“the search for the positive ele-

ments in- contemporary atlieism, of at
least the reasons why those.who props-

gate it regard it as ‘micessary"for human - .

- » o

posed to the progress of the world, in
spite of the fact that it is God’s express
will that there should be more justice on
carth.”

Cardinal Koenig of Vienna agreed-—His-
torically speaking, atheism spread because
of the defects of Christians themselves.
Many of them did not and do not have
a right understanding of God and an
exact view of man. Possible cures for
atheism are intense cooperation to en-
courage Christian unity, efforts by the
Church to promote social justice for all
people without discrimination, and a
struggle against religious ighorafice.
Priests and people must share the lives of

> atheists. Such are the true amms of the

Christian.” N ) X
" Even stronger was the ‘statement at a

" lecture im Rofme of Father Paul Gauthier, "

head of & community of worker priests im. ;

Aay well be's road that
said, “as a purification

; to reach thetrié v “Christian.
 frequently reject their .. oo

somic and sochl sys. {1

was the putright insisténce of Cardinal
Florit of Florence that what the Church
must siress is man’s dehumanization by
the atheismx which is an integral part of
dialecticsl materialism. He was echoed by’
Cardimals Ruffini of Pialermo and Sixi of
Genox, who refise ' fo‘approve ahy ad-
mission of inadequacy by the Church in
thie exeecution of her mission.

Perhiaps a ‘middle way jcan be detected
in the proposal of the Jesuit General,
Fater Péteér Arrupe, i ‘proposal’ whose
positive merits were oversiadcwed by -
his unfortunate and inadmissible ¢ommment

" that oxginized athiéism holds alinost” con-

_plele svay in-internatiofak organitations,
financdal circles and ‘the world press.

Fathier ArTupe’ recognized-the centnal .
character of the threat of atheism. He
identified the problem as tot ily -
philosaphical buit sociolo
_shock program of
Christians ~ (expressing
~tionf Jesuit terms) o,
‘ciety £n which atheism: thriv

oeniz
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