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“.; 1t is . estimatedfhat at the present time half the
hiiman.ra¢e is deprived of religious freedom by atheis-
winunist regimes. This<is tolalitarian Commu-

nism’s starkest indictment.But even in countries of the.

m of Faith, |

+

so-called free world, religious freedom is often infring-

‘éd upon to-a serious or minor degree.

It is little wonder, therefore, that the declaration
on religious liberty slated to.come before the Second
Vatican Council when it opens its fourth and final ses-
sion in September has been hailed as of pri-mordial and
universal importance by both Catholic and non-Catholic

observers.

Cardinal Cushing of Boston has been quoted as say-
ing that if the Council fails to deal with the issue, the
entire ecamenical movernent will collapse. Protestant
leaders have agreed to religious liberty as vital for con-
tinued ecumenical discussion. Catholic missionaries, on
their part, have insisted that religious freedom is a cen-
tral problem in achieving harmonious contacts between

(This is one in a sexies of in-
terviews with lesders of the
prineipal non-Catholic Christian
churches in the Unfted States
dealing with their pursuit of
‘Christian umity and the status
of their churches in the age of
religious remewal.)

Stockholm, Sweden — (NC)
— Catholics and Methodists
have been brought closer to-

gether by the movement of

Church renewal initiited by the
ecumenical Council, one of
America's best known Methodist
leaders said here.

Bishop Fred Pierce Corson of
Philadelphia was interviewed in
Stockholm where he presided

° over a meeting of the World

Methodist Council. Although
only one of 44 bishops of  the

_ Methodist Church in the US.,
Bishop Corson's experience with
world Methodism and as-an ob-
server at the ecumenical coun-
cil gives him a unique vantage
point to view the moveme"n:,
toward church unity.

-mere figureheads but have

power to assign clergy and regu--
late many church affairs.

The vast majority of Amer- -

fcan Methodists belong to the
10.2 million memher Methodist
Chureh; . which was ~ created
through the merger of three
Methodist bodies in 1939, The
second largest group, the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
and was born nearly two cen-
turies ago when a group of
Negroes withdrew from the
Methodist Episcopal Church "in
Philadelphia. The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, also a Negro group, has

) ?bout 780,000 members.

A3 the second largest Prot.
estant denomination in the US.
(after the Baptists), Methodists
are bhound to hav® a powerful,
impact on the ecumenical move-
ment in this country. Bishop
Corson enumerated some of the
areas in which the Vatican
council has helped to clarify re-

has about 1.2 mitlion members

- Methodist Leader Hails Council Effe

“A positive effort of each

chureh to understand. each

' other more fully has broken

down many barriers of ‘separa-
tion. The recognition of the
work of the Holy Spirit in in-
dividual lives is arother im-
portant contribution which the
Second Vatican Council has
made to the church in the mod-
ern world.”

— Bisbop.,Corson said there is
a “very widespread conviction”
that reform and renewal are

also peeded within the Protes =

tant denominations. ¢This af-
fects not only strucgural reor-
ganization,” he said)\ “but it
touches on, spiritual and moral
regewal, and the return to the
disciplines of the Christian
life.”

- Among many Methodists, the
process of renewal is centered
on the problem of Negro fel-
lowship in their church. For
years, The Methodist Church
has been divided into six juris-
dictions. Five of them were

Pittsburgh maved. (o hasten the
abolition of the Cemtral Juris-

The work of integration is pre-
gressing rapidly. Three juris
dictions have already. imte-
grated their Negro churches,
and it is “the rest will
follow .
there are two Negro bishops in
the regional jurisdictions, both
serving  prédomimawtly white

| areas.

Once The Methodist Church
heals its internal racial di-
visions, it is likely that concrete

- progress will be made toward

merging the- Methodist Church
with Negro Methodist bodies.
Talks with that aim have been
underway since 1964.

Methodists are also looking
toward merger with other Prot
estan denominations. They are
members of the Consultation on
Church Union which may lead
some day to a merger of

diction and imtegrate it with _

" . existing regiomal jurisdctions.

before 1968, Already

5
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agreement as well. “In.miany
© ways,” fistic -

octrine:

of other Protestant bodies.”
As two examples, he: noted
that Methodist churches have
accepted the place of bishaps,
and, unlike many reformed

churchies, ‘they -have not reject--
ed the’ Catholic teaching of"

“works” as well as “faith” as
means for salvation. i
Methodism, said Bishop_Cor-

son, has always had an ecumen-
ical current. “John Wesley was

recognized as the first great

ecumenical leader in the church
of the Reformation as early as
1749 in a letter he wrote:to a
Catholic in Dublin when :the
persecution of Catholics there
was at its height,” said the bish-
op. “He (Wesley) pointed out
our common heritage and the
necessity of Christians to love,
strengthen and protect each
other. Pope John, in his state-
ments, strikingly -reflects the

't

R vt s ctian roligi i . Methodists, Episcopalians, Pres- :
’ Christianity and the non-Christian religions. “In the first place,” said Bish- ligious differemces. purely geographical, and one byterians, mg Un’}ted Church sentiments expressed in tht KOLPING (I
With every likelihood seen that the Council will op Corson, “the council has “Ihe recognition of the New . the Central Jurisdiction —  of Christ and the Christian letter. day included

adopt it without any substantial change, the draft on
religious freedom declares that in human society, re-
ligious liberty is to be respected not only by Christians

deepened our fellowship by the
appreciation of the contribu-
tions which both churches make
to the course of Christianity.

Testament as a primary author-
ity for faith — along with the
authority of tradition, which
Protestants call the authority

was reserved for Negroes.

Many éhurch leaders were
anguished by the situation that
sometimes resulted in having

Churches (Disciples) under the
so-called “Blake Plan.” .
Moré

immediately, solid

While feelings of brother-
hood are necessary, Bishop Cor-
son added that the real Chris-

by Bishop Jai
by 300 Kolpix
op led prayer

, L : e " e : rogress has .been made to _ tian unity must progress in the .
and for Christians, but by all and for all persons, in “It was a divine inspiration of experience — has clarified two church buildings, both be- svar%r assmergser oef The Method- area of docirine. He listed . Kolping after
e dividuals-and religious groups. ~ which caused Pope John to calf 2 OmImon bong betacen Prot-  longing to The Methodist ist Church with the 736,000~ three arcas in which Methodism ing’s life stor
i Marking the first time that the Catholic Church non-Catholic groups ‘separated s and Latholles.” he said. Church, in one neighborhood. member Evangelical United can contribute to this dialogue.
N 1 1 i . brethren’ rather than ‘heretlcs. “The right of Catholics and Negroes would attend one; Brethren Church. The two bod- First,” he said, “it siresses
will make a solemn;-official proclamation on the ques , oretis : nal red
} The recognition of the validity Protestants to worship togeth- whites would attend the other jes will conduct simultaneous the reality of perso emp-
{ ﬂo:&k th: docuntl:aint il:e\l;i;ablé’w C(:x:li‘tlut:‘sle:n }l;‘pl;:iet _of properly adl;)'lnlstered bap- er under certain conditions has An :nofﬁdal group calleti General Conferences in Chicago g::i thrtll:gxl; tltl; swll:s‘:ork of C a—th Dl
rebuke to countries aro e, tism has strengthened the com- - ogtrempthened our fellowship. . in November, 1966. st. Next, there e suc- !
; reason or another, religious rights are not fully re- mon hasis for Catholic and Prot- The ‘,ﬂognmon trhat the Caul:. Methodists for Church Renewal cess of its structural organin-
; spected. estant unity.” olic Church must be purged, was formed in 1963 to work for There are obviously more for- zlon, ::hmll)inilllsncel;ﬁ”l“ﬂ: a
: . . , formed and renewed has a reform in the jurisdictions. midable barriers to be over- ty with local fiex . ’ Pl '.S
i The sharpest reproach will be aimed, naturally, at " of‘f,*;"" J%‘l’];“";‘e*;le;’;“;“s‘fs;‘ brought trust and confidence ] . come between Methodists and finally, it emphasizes a retum .
: the Communist nations which insist that religious be- point e s both intensely Bor to the two great Christian One year later, the church’s Catholics, but Bishop Corson to the necessity of holiness and Catholic
b liefs and adherence should be under state control, and .sonal and typlcally Meth};gist bodies. General Conference held at observed there are areas of the disciplined Christian life. open with 2 lu
: where policies of rufhless antireligious persecution Two years ago, after he receiv- 9 at 12:30 p.
| have been followed, at least until recent years when ed an honorary degree from ) , Eastaaver;%}s’j
pressures have been eased or modified. gt.l .lllqse;l)lh's Colligg tgltl;‘hiiﬁ- llllllllIlt!llIilil’.ﬂlIIIllIllllillI!Illll!llllIllmllIllﬂilllllmlz'llIllﬂililllllll!lmIll!lllll:l!l!l!I!lilil!lllil!l;mmlililllll;liﬁlmll|!Iillli|!mllilllélilmlililll(ltllmtlelzli4]1!3!&1!llI!Illzl:lml:ﬂllunlll!I!l!vm'lllﬂ‘l‘;l!ﬁl?ll|mnnnlmlllll‘:l!mmlmnlmnImmimililiI\lll‘nlllll'dll}l\lmlmmlj\HBI&IKMMHHHBﬁﬂlﬂﬂiﬂlmmﬂln Donald is chairm
elpnia, he remarke at Lutn-
But there will also be good reasons for soul-search- er may not have left the Mrs. McDonalc
- ing in nominally Christiag countries where religion Church if Pope John had heen : R : ’ procedure for th
flourishes, but where Protestant or Catholic minorities sitting in Rome in 1521. J d Re orted Stron ln Fra nce Eﬁ;isr W:;Ll:ge:;\g
! experience some degree of discrimination, There are, Personal enthusiasm, as well u alsm P members will be
‘ too, non-Crlilgrihstian cc;ur;mes Jwivhicih_ have failed to re- as "{f, slmpée pk;tyivl anddcogce$ These invitation:
: spect the ts of religious minorities. or the uncerprivileged shar pirincipal effort
: by Pope John, have been hall- By FATHER EDW many) and Algeria 170,000 build a synagogue and pay the France and their replacement mittee.
' In the latter category are free India, from whence marks of the Methodist move- i . Jews. By 1939 natural growth rabbi, T hough its worship - by-a-vacuous fellowship-where :
- uted Mostems have—been—forced—to flee, and Is- , -ment ever since it emerged . ! and the - influx of refugees in- might be only seasonal, the the word Jew is given the wid Final returns
H ic Pakistan where Hindus have found it nec from the Church of England in creascd that figure to 300,000 Jewish community possessed a est possible meaning or, better will be presented
‘ M essary the 18th century. John Wesley Parls — (RNS) — Judslsm 6" 00 "oncihird were deport-  definite solidarity in mutual  still, is left undefined. of Directors at
; to take flight, even without any of their possessions. In and his disciples felt the Angli- in Frince is today numerically ed and died on the way or in recognition, friendship and as- _ ) ing and new me
i Nepal, a Hindu State, Protestant and Catholic mission- can Church was too formalized, stronger than ever in its hisbory Nazi murder factories. Today sistance. History has much to do with received into the
i - aries are largely restricted to holding services, with too rooted in the upper classes but is confronted with two ma- there are a half-milton Jews this situation, history and tie
! evangelism and conversions banned. and too little concerned with jor problems: the paucity of in France Including those Legal emancipation, faviting ambient spirit of materialism of
! . individual piety. splritual guides and a dogtrlnal driven in recent years from social assimiliation, tened our tinves. P
" In some Moslem countries, religious diserimination y confusion, defined as a_“Juda- Esvot. Morroco, Algeria after a progressive de-Judaization, a _ .
; 4 The Methodist movement fsm a l'americaine where a EyDt, 0, ATEEriA danger less pressing for the From 1791 to 1840 the loy-
! fs openly rampant. Who could, as one wrller asked re- b tts independerice and most e- & p g
i : ol egant a8 @ renewal movement folklore substitutes for a re- emigres from East Europe, sep- alty of French Jews to their
,. cently, conceive of & Catholle cathedral or a Protestant thin th ) " cently from Tunis. Because of ' h
churéh in Saudi Arabia? wi lti‘ deBﬁgg lcag Churchit liglon and where lnherltied their small families French arated by languages as well as gﬁuntry wasdunqu&smnab:e. At
, explaine op Corson. ** traditions, common memories religion from the average at latter date the legal gov-
- wag forced out by the resistance  and llke destinies form the Jewrywill undoubtedly P05 oo ernment of France excluded
In London recently, veports disclosed that more of the bishops who were criti- bonds of the community.” diminish, it Is thought. reaciman . them from membership in the -
than 1,400 people-were -killed during the-July-—mas- cal of what they called the ‘en- - ° In nineteenth century Frarice The new immigrants from Al national community. They lost
b in-the Southern Sudan wherr the Northern Mos- thusiasm' of Methodism. The Such is the verdict of Robert the. reader-is. told;-Jews were geria, however, are French citi- their positions, their homes, |
lem Arabs vented their fury on Southern Christians Mothodists had a deep convic Somrgper, ‘d"“ﬁ?‘ﬁ H“‘ the concentrated in a small number zens of long standing: they their savings, often the esteem ”
= -and -Animists; - -- : o . : tion about thelr faith and wero f(tsiun ﬁrdoff the sraeb co?p&r- of urban centers, except for Al- speak the language as well as of their fellow citizens, and for
; , ot e g e o EHOg f0 glve witness to (LT Son a?ifgr:ner itine i Lo sace where they were spread the mext person. Many of them a third of them their lives in
iy . Thil bmwﬂmmmmwmﬂﬁ“ T v ThAetoaNR e 00 convie. m‘.ﬂvmw%fﬁn P‘f‘, dally throughout the towns, although were minor functionaries in the the Naxi concentration camps, G
L sloméntil -Hufian’ and religidus- I the CONgo ™ “Rions, ate foml'l‘édgon,the need et g . always recognized as Jews and French colonial administration. Shortly after the liberation of
. where, according. to. Vatican sourtes, 187 Catholic for holiness realizéd through a Nr. Sommer recalls that at living a separate social exist In reassigning them, the govern- Franf;i;he State of Isracl came
e e sionaries have besn “slalii “by ranipAging rebels. In an- personal experience of redemp- the beginming of the century ence. In the cities great sacrl ment has not stopped to inquire into existence. [
: other African country — Somalia — the constitution tion and practiced in the there were n France, Alsace- fices were made to maintain the if there wis a synagogue in Can those be censured, asks
% makes it Megal “‘to spread or propagandize any religion Hon and P eed N i Lomaine (then annexed to Ger-  bonds of the community to  the locality Those roluralng fo  y™'gommer, who chose to Scit
: g propagaiiize any * church, Thelr creed Is the Biblo the mainland who were free 10 yo0 pheir national allegi -
: other than the true religion of Islam.” This is in con- I e by the wrltings of Wes. choose their place of abode had change their 2 onal alleglanco it a
3 trast to the situation in predominantly Moslem Moracco, o & S ——————————————— T et O T A M AT S Ryc
] ley, although, unlike Cathollcs, for five years had abandored Yy
| whosé constitution guarantees religious freedom and to find a job and housinfg !
§ which fs a signatory of the United Nations statement - g:zm%eme wide theslogical wherever possible mear a Jew- ;{‘:,i’;is I;?,-e,lliis p",i',’{iﬂm., ex. In {
| branding religious intolerance as a violation of the U.N ' ish center or not. lled by the Edi :
i AN e y the Edict of Nantes, sou
: American Methodists adopted 3
A glilgagtt:r and the Universal Declaration of Human an eplscopal structure for their Such a situation s serious. lcuggzxjntfo :;msé:atg';h ;ndf:ﬂ °u}§; coO
. church. Their bishops are not Mr. Sommers points out, be-
Am the West tri h th el cause Judaism is essentially Canada. e
ong the Western countries, where the anticl- comgnunitarian and can survive
ated Vatican II declaration is regarded as of especial- . . only in a community. Alone in s A s'lnnfztal} mlxmbe{ ;J‘f French
lf vital significance, is Spain. In this traditionally Catho- Aﬂg'ICQﬂS Lift his isolated sanctuary in the fo s ey Stoneer thay mere
¢ country, a bill has been drafted giranting full legal Sahara, Pere Charles de Fou- * (22 % pOiC Er0REer ot Cate
status to the small Protestant minority and easing re- H cauld could be a perfect Cath- d cel X ASK Y(
iyorce n olic. Not so the Jew. He has and celebrate its national holi
sirictions against which it has long complained. How- “nced of men and of religious day with a solemn ceremony in
- ever, parliamentary action on the bill has been held up Vancouver, B.C. — (RNS) — institutions without which he the chief synagogue.
& nding the promulgation of the Vatican declaration. The Anglican Church of Can- \ !
» P de o historic action, ap. cannot survive as a Jew, no mat But French Jewry, the writer
| The Spanish Protestants have experienced many proved a new marriage canon ;ﬁ'..'”"’ stncere his desire to do argues, is not and cannot be-
l restriﬁtions obviously prompted by fears of the effect 2‘{,“‘““ lifts its al;sgliute ban on ' e bers cﬂg“gosgf tffr’zm' ,I.It“n * “PRIV
: of unhampered Protestant proselytizing on the Catholic e remarriage of divorced per- Providing the instrumentali- Fre
‘ nch but. Frenchmen differ
unity of &e country. However, some important conces- sons while their former spouses ties to serve this expanded spir- ent from the majority by their “ '
sions have been granted in recent years, and sentiment ¢ 8 et tenplochave  Teligious affiliation. 1. Betweena
is growing in important Catholic circles in favor of a 'srgxhg ﬁliﬂ of g}wf 2211;1m en- _been constructed, particularly fn pursuit of this determis: 2. Between di
new and genuinely ecumenical atmosphere in the ¥a Maxeu rour nours in thy b i i : .
in thee suburbs of Paris, but the ation a dozen Jewish schools
of legal wrangles and eloquent " 3. Betwesndi
country. - e speeches between theologia’ps :x:;ngzlh;;adseurs 1‘; %t?.ff thet? have been created, many in- .
Greece, predominantly Eastern Orthodox, is an- and lawyers of  logal commit:. e o ohrily rellgion ol et Hebron 4. Between bx
- other country where fears of proselytism’ have created it and s ssbject to con. in France, numbering 800,000 in . texts have been translated. This" -
what outsiders regard as grave infringements of re- firmation at the next Syned in all. Yet there is a pastor for refurn to authentic sources’ o
}igioeuds ir!:edom. Iﬁ 1:11?61' Dr. E{ Staniey Jones, the 1967, gach. 7012 rzhur':tl]x1 l:eembers- To- comes at a time when Hebrew Y PRIV
- am erican Methodist missionary-evangelist and ay in France there are scarce- studies are being fostered, al-
author, declared that in all his worltiy txavegls he had It marked the first time in ly 50 rabbis, or only ome for though for different reasons, in 1. loundry ro
4 . S p history that a General Synod every 10,000 Jews. A synagogue the public schools. )
found more religious tolerance in a non-Christian coun- had ed deal- AT
{ A € ad approved a new canon de can be built in a few months 2. Bathrooms
try like India than he did in Greece. ing direcuyvimtrlx docmn&;’ %lhte but o train a rabbi takes five But all these efforts reach
. . Church previously assum € 1o t . And what of th only a tiny minority, Mr. Som-
— Italy has long been a classic example of a country doctrines of the Church of Eng- Sgirga{eg:e Al m: :0 uge mg e feels. The grest majority 3. Garage
where Catholicisn occupies a privileged place and the land. Until 1955, when a name of Juda in the meantime, even of French Jews are satisfied 4. Fomily roo
Protestant Churches are forced to accept a second-class change was approved, the if suitable candidates for the with a vague cultural identifi-
status. Eire, or the Republic of Ireland, differs in this Church was called ‘i:le Church rabbinate could be found in  cation. To serve this group com-
respect inasmuch as Protestantism enjoys full and equal of England and Lanada. sufficient numbers? :ﬁ“i:ltymacenymrcsit?:enmmn olf:;
. rights there along with Catholicism, even though this is Observers saw the actign as More threatening still, in Mr. . to attract certain_intellectuals
‘ the recognized religion of the great majority. However a momentous one In churc hreatening
.’ ; h Sommeers wiew, iz the atienu- in danger of drifting from the
in Northern Ireland i anpils in Canada, where the
— orthern Ireland, which has strong Pretestant tradi- i : fal
M = (TP only ground for divorce is ation of the religious bonds of ancient faith, Colloquia are ar
':‘: tions, Catholics, according to recurrent reports, are ex- adultery. ’ Text and Symbol, 15th Sunday after Pentecost the Fewish community in ranged, radio and TV wtilized.
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posed to much bigotry and subjected to many economic
and social disabilities.

In some countries, religious discrimination survives
not in any conscious or deliberate form but solely be-
cause of reasons of tradition or history. -

Thus, in England, the King or Queen and the Lord
Chancellor must bé'members of the Church of England,
and all the Church's archbishops and bishops are ipso
facto rpembers of the House of Lords.

The Vatican Council draft” clearly stresses the ob-

Y

ligation of the state to protect and encourage religious

mmmmnmmnnmmlrimmuml1ulmltlmummmumnmmumsmmm:lmlmxxmmmurmmmnummmmuumnmnmxmmumimi:mmmnmmmm L
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Church ©Of the Poor, or Church For ’theﬂ Poor?

By GARY MacEOIN

Rome—The Dbishops -of the
States, I am told, want to see the creation
before .the Council closes of a Church

United

The last is,-of course, the aspect that
raises practical difficulties. Is it possible
for the Church to aply to itself as an in-
stitution the évangelical counsels, to live
and express itself in terms of the Beati-

not given up the tiara, To confirm this
interpretatich, Archbishop Felici, Secre-
tary of the Council, blocked & movément
to make a collection of episcopal rings
by announcing that bishops who wished

the U.S. government as a cold war weapon
at the service of the State Department.
Others, with more réason, deplore the
duplication of relief agencies operated by
different denominations, accentuating the

Aoihepitin s otmgnition it e Tight of reigions Hoerty
A es a recognition of the right of religious libert
inmdauoae}isteneér _— § , Y

division of Christianity. Thus, Catholics
-and Menndnites- have separate if equal
administrations side by side in Saigon.

The limitatioris of giving were stregsed

tudes? Here in Rome a study group has
* heen working oii_the subject under such
enthusiasts as Cardinals Gerlier and Ler-
- caro, Archbishop Helder Camara of Brazil

body to deal with world poverty,

EY

*“The project seems; on the Tace of it, ~
non-controversial. It would be a logical
follow-up to the magnificent statement
of American lay auditor James Morris to
the Coulitii*Fathers last November, “The
gap- between rich and poor. is. rapidly
widening,” he told them. “It presents the
Christian conscience of the western na-
tions with a challenge, because for the
o T first time in history . . . they have the
e R means to wipe out poverty in the rest of
{day, September 17, 1965 the world”

R — There is imore involved, nevertheless;
. KEARNEY, D.D., President than meets the eye. Poverly has heen a

i iom 4647080 — Richionter, N.Y. 14604 divisive istue ugh_ {he Council.

Lake 8t RE 2.5688 or RE 2-3423 ~ : ‘

% Bt. AL 24448

id at- Rochester, N.Y.

to follow the Pope’s gesture should give
cash: S T t

ety Invesiod, 31 peoliczskiag
: ; i - ital resources invested in profit-maki
and Biskop Georges Mercier of the Sahara. enterprises. Some guestion the " at the congress.of Latin American ehari- -
“One Fact that stands out,” says French “In - Ialy,” to quoté: a very ' méden L€ (. ty organizations in Bogota early this year.
Bishop Alfred Ancel, a member of this . critic, ‘lhe man in the street who pays “It .is easy for the Chiirch to play the
study group, “is that in many countries his moithly gas, electric, teiephone and role-of generous giver by distributing the
the Church appears to the poor as a stran- water bills. to- companies. in which the  gyrpluses spéwed out by the markets of
ger, even as an enemy. They believe it is Vatican holds shares; and from: time to - the capifalist countries;” it-was-said. “But- - -
rich and powerful, linked to the wealthy . timeintérest-on his loans “froi the Bamk we must riot forget that when we suc
and to. the power structures.” RS nde 'x cumb to the OIwﬁigtiOn :f tirning
' . L the stones into bréad, that what we re
that the trappings .of ine- :doe»is to paralyse.the arms A in ora?;lg
oms which sutround bishops : the mouths, thit _is, that we create
§” and the baroque. dress. . AN
decor of Church services <L
¢ thait any real wealth.
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