4 Sept. 14, feast of the Holy Cross.. . .

“A (‘:ereximny of penance” is to be held ih‘\ev‘?e“ry'
Catholic ‘church around the world to-mark the open-
ing ‘of the Vatican Council’s final session Tuesday,“

Pope<Paul, in asking for the rite, also announced
he would lead the world’s Catholic blshops in a peni-
tential procession_ throughi ‘the - e “streets of Rome the

aftemoon ‘of the Councﬂ’s opemng i '%» -
- He-invited “our brothers in other Chnstlan c,m

oy

mumtles” to join in. pemtentlal prayer for the Coun-
cl’'s suceess. - -

He said the “magnitude” of the job facing the

-2 _pisheps-atthis-autiann’s- fourth-and-final-session-of
the' Couneil “ ¢an bé carried through. only. witln the

_allpowerful assistance of our Lord.” - ¢ '

. -For_the parish  ceremonies, the Pope Wants pas-t
" tors to invite “the innocent children, the genefous-
- min<ded young men-and women, the’fathers and motlb T

ers of families and,” he emphasized, “our most cher-
ished children who are sick.” He asked them to offer
their “anguish and their suffering” which he said, has
1rreplaceable efflcacy "

In the Rome procession, Pope ‘Paul and the l)ish-
ops will carry what the Pontiff described as “the- out-
- standing rehcs of the Holy Cross.”

. These ‘include a splmter of wood of “the cross - -
“Ton which” Jes%s was- nailed; the threeslanguage sign

M

thorns from the crown placéd-on Our-Lord’s ‘head
These and other relics have been kept for centuries,
_at _Rome'’s Church of_the *‘Holy. Cross in Jerusalem’L
where the procession will begin on the- Council's
opening day. The Pope and the prelates will walk —

perhaps barefoot—to the Church of St. John Lateaxn,

thg cathiedral of Rome.

Paxish bulletins should be co‘nsulted next eek‘
for schedule -of local ceremonies. - - mw

%

Co oncern for Poor,

tabor Day Theme
In AHIuenf U.S.

Washington — (RNS) — Personal acts of compas-
sion and sacrifice are as essential in meeting the needs
of 25 million poverty-stricken Americans as massive
political programs and economic reforms, the National
Catholic Welfare Conference’s Social Action Depart-
ment maintained in its 1965 Labor Day message.

“A purely impersonal interest in the plight of the
poor and the disadvantaged is far from being adeugate,”
said the message, prepared by Msgr. George G. nggms
the department’s director.

While support of “needed reforms in our economlc'

system,” new social legislation and contributions to or- .

ganized charities are “all to the good and should in no
way be discounted or underestimated,” the message said,
“much more is demanded of us.

~ “We are called upon to perform the®corporal and
spiritual works of mercy on a person-to-person basis and
to do so with profound respect for the dignity and the
sensibilities of those whom we are privileged to serve
in the name of the Lord.” !

Asserting-that “time is of the essence,” the message
stressed that “all of us must be prepared to make what-
ever sacrifices may be required to spread the benefits
of our phenomenal productivity more equitably among
all the.people of the U.S.”

In;unctlons to care for the poor are as old as the
law of Moses, the statement pointed out, and no people
were ever more able materially to do so than Ameri-
cans. “Never before have so many people enJoyed such
a high standard of living,” it observed.

Yet today “the most conservative| estimates indi-
cate that more than 25 million Americans are poverty
stricken by any reasonable standard .and that several
million able bodied workers were unemployed at the
last count,” the message said. Negroes were described
as “almost twice as poor, ag.apy.other. group,_in. the

- United States;” with-an unemployment rate thce that

of white workers, -

Organized labor and management, the statemient
continued, have done much to raise America’s living
standard through collective bargaining, but these
methods are “not sufficient, of themselves, to solve the
nagging problem of abject poverty in the midst of
plenty.” Consequently, it said, there must be support
for “new and imaginative programs of social and eco-
nomic reform aimed specifically at the problems faced
by the poorest of the poor.”

‘Such programs “will require spec:al attention to the
dismal plight of our Negro fellow-citizens and the nem-
bers of other disadvantaged minority groups,” it said.

The statement noted that “Americans in ever in-
creasing numbers” are answering the call “to become
personally involved in helping the poor to help them-
selves.” It commended “men and women from all walks
of life who . . . are giving so much of their time and
- energy to the highly personalized programs of the many
voluntary organizations working with, and for, the poor

- and who are cooperating so enthusiastically in all the
various phases of the federal government’s crusade
against poverty.”

Civil rights workers were also singled out for
praise, as were volunteers who work among the aged,
shut-ins and disadvantaged youth. Such persons, the
message said, are striving “to show their love for the
poor by the true test of action.”
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Polish Mothers Vow |
Loydlty To Faith

Crestochowa— (RNS) — Vows
of loyalty to the Church and
its teachings were taken by an
estimated 250,000 Polish Catho- |
lic mothers from all over the
country who took patt in a
pilgrimage to the shrine of Qur
Lady of Czestochowa, Patroness
of Poland, in the famous mon-
astery of Jasna Gora here.

Overcome with emotion, sev-

who presided.

eral hundred women fainted as
they repeated the words of thxe
vow recited by Stefan Cardinzal
Wyszynski, Primate of Poland,

Pledging their determination
not only to live by the faith
themselves, but faithfully %o
bring up their children in &t
the women also placed therm-
selves as squarely opposed %o

policies of the Communist go-v-

ernment favoring birth control
and legalizing abortion for boZh
health and economic reasons.

“We are ready,” the women
intoned, “to defend all human
lives in the womb. We desixe
that our youth be faithful to
Christ, - that the Word of God
mayeverbemusandlﬁs
teaching ever present in ke

people.” PR —

The cardinal said the nuen-
ber of faithful gathered in tihe
- historic shrine would have been
“3 hunidred tinies greater if the
external conditions were favora
ble.” This was an obvious al¥u-
sion to anti-Church polities -of

PEBBY mwmns for -ﬂ
occasions. Ethel M. Perry s

. sisted by Tom. zmmglia, Mgr.
441 Chill Ave. FA &7"22.-Aav.‘

the“Warsaw-Tegime, et

Scripture tells how the
apostles chose seven men
to “‘serve at tables” to leave

-~ —the & p 0 5t bres-freefo -*-

#

~< Thele BeveN Weré «&lﬁd’«% A‘

“prayer and the minlstry
of the word.”

deacons—and one of them, =~
Slephen becanie’ ihe-tiret "
martyr for the new Chris
tian faith.

Their story Is in the Acts of

the Apostles, the New Testa
ment book following the fourm

gospels, in the sixth chapter. ‘
Another chapter In the ltnl!;

of how deacons “serve” nral
writt¢n at St. Andrew's parish;
Rochester, this summer.

‘Deacon - Thomas PF. Nellis,~ -

who will be ordained a priesh
next June, “intermed” at the
Portldiid Awvenue church, help-
ing the priests there in a for-
midable list of assignments.

Church law authorizes dea.
cons to perform almost all re
ligious rites done by priests ex-
cept they can't say Mass or
hear Confessions.

So Deacon Nellis baptized
and gave Communion, took
Communion to the sick in their
hemes or at nearhy busy North-
side Hospital, instructed pros-
pective conwverts, prepared chil-
dren for their First Holy Com-
munion, taught altar boys their
latin (there's still some of that
language left in the Mass for
the lads t{o memorize), guided
the parish Legion of Mary and

Neighborho;d
Mass Center

Rockford — (NC) — Two
pastors in the Rockford diocese
believe a mew program is help-
ing bring their congregations

* Into a closer relationship with

parish life.

Msgr. Thomas 8. Green, of
" §t. Mary parish, Sterling, I,
and Father William Boland
pastor, St. Patricks pansh
Dixon, Iil., have begun to cele-
brate weekly
Masses.”

A social gathering follows
cach Mass, allowing the parish-
joners, their guests and the
parish priests and opportunity
to become - acquainted.

Another advantage seen in
the program is the opportunity
offered those unable to attend
Mass because of their physical
ailments.

One woman_who had been
unable to attend Mass for the

past 12 years in St. Patrick’s
parish commented, “How won-

— derful_this is ... .Y thought _
1 would mever be ‘able to hear
- Mass again” ', .

“Deacon Nellls gives. Comtmunion . ..

'Summer Deacdn qf St. Andrew s Pansh

rlence of what is oxpocm w
't gf-xms today,

“neighborhood

Pom!rle 'l‘ypewriten _Easy
William §. Thorne

nis.
Jezrmct:r, Zi8 Main Sh E*-Adv.

o4

St
~!

\

—"in whatever time there was

left"—visited homes of the par-
ish, particularly where there
were the sick or the elderly.
Climax of his deacon work
came last Sunday when he gave
his first sermon and the parish-

! u.s. Bishops Oppose Federal Birth Control Program

...and gets guldmce from A?'afh’er, Charless MeCarlhy

{oners—his neighbors—{iked Il

As a boy of the parish he It
well known in the area. He [8
the son of Mrs. Lawrence Nellly
and the late Mr. Nellis of 240
Lux Street.

He attended the parish

‘'vislls the ilek at Northslde Hospitsl .~ *

“I'yve cartainly

e ”huﬂ.
r, ey w‘l

Aquinas Instituie, St
St Bemnrd
Seminaries, EHe'll return to St
Bernard's in September for his
final year of studﬁ for the

s<hool,
Andrew's arzd

priosthood. And he'll go back
writh an unusual first-lrand ex-

many d it seminary
m‘ﬁm tg;
&

10 sty
Iu m«zr spiriluﬂ 1ife.

The “summer deacom’
rangeament is likely to Decdmes
more widespread In the Rothews.
ter Diocese In years-to-coms In
past years, the young men wice
ordained deacons when t‘hoy ok
tumed lo the Semina
tember for thelr final w or af
study, Thelr deacon dutlcu L ]
ususlly limited to ritunl funec.
tions at thé Seminary, 'rhn t
June, Bishop Kearney oxd
the group of twelve In Jum
instead.

“f told Father McCarthy [™d

be avallable to help out th::il
summer," Deacon Nellis
“=5 he {o1d me, ‘you're hi

The other eleven dacomi
have alio helped in thelr parissh
churches on Sundays buzt momst
of them were on weekday fo!n
varying trom playground d
tor to road repair crewpn ©f

farm helper.

'Not the Government's Business

Washinglon — (NC) —
Archbishop Patrick A.
O'Bovle of Washington said
here that government ‘“‘has
no business” promoting
birth control.

Apart from sponsoring
population research, Arch-

- bishop O'Boyle said, gov-

ernment’s attitude in the
field of population and fam-
ily planning’ should be one
of “strict neutrality.” -

He said there are “better
guides to the Great Soci-
ety”. than the “four. horse-
men of birth control, abor-
tion, sterilization and euth-
anasia.”

Reliance on such measures is
“the philosophy of defeatism
and despair. Xt Is unworthy of
our_hieritige, unworthy of our
destiny,” he,decl;red .

Archbxshop O’Boyle, who is
chatxman of the administrativé
board of the U.S, bishop’s Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Confer-
ence, ook this stand against
government birth Sontrol pro-

grams “in a sermon in S Mat
thew's cathedral Sunday mom:

- fng.

His statement came against
the background of hearings by
a Senate Government Opera
tions subcommittee on legisly
tion for increasing the federal
government’s role in family
planning efforts,

William B. Ball, a spokesman
for the NCWC and for the
Pennsylvania Catholic Welfare
Committee, told the subcom
miftee Aug. 4 that “public

" power and public funds” should

not be used to foster birth

control. He charged such pro-
grams create “serious dangers
to civil liberty,’” particularly
through coercion of the pooT.

Besides opposing government
birth control programs, Arch
bishop O'Boyle also warsed
Catholies and ofthers against ex
pecting the Church to drop 1
condemnation of contraception
He quoted Leo Cardinal Suen
ens of Belgium as saying that
“whit was condemned as intrit-

--sically immoral yesterdsy wilIn'

not become moral tomorrow.”

In seeking a solution fo popu-
lation problems in the U.S. the
archbishop said, there are “two
general lines of approach one
posltive one negalive.”

He said a “positive attack”
would include such steps as de-
centralization of industry to un-
Aderpopulated parts of the coun-
try, improved transportation,
gncreased distribution of sur-
plus food to the needy, and bet-
ter job training.

He commended such meas
ares, calling them “typleally
American” But he strongly op-
pond the “megative approach”
of dirth con€rol, calling it “un-
;:rthy of owar American tradl-

Warning of the growing dan-
ger of government invasion of
the right of privacy, the arch-
bishop pointed to the US. Su-
preme Court™s recent ruling in-
walidating Connecticut’s 1aw
aganst birth control. The
court’s majority agreéd that the
statute, - violated the right. of
marital privacy, which it called
“intlmate to the point of being
sacr

“Now if the government is
enjoined by this decision from
forbidding the practice of birth
control, it loglcally follows that
it Is likewise forbidden to pto-

mote  it"-Axchbishop . O'Boyle " - ‘

commented

Citing efforts to lmk blrth
contro]l_ withe ann-poverty pro-
Rgrams, he sald

“This . .. Is not the govem-’

»

ment’s business. The choice wof
how many children a coupsle
should have is the sole persineal .
responsibility of the spousy, 1t
is no less their responsibility if
they happen to be poor.”

Archhishop O'Boyle uhml-

edggd that in the matir -of
birth control Catholies “Hive 2w
right to impose their owm mer=al
code upon the rest of thee comms
try by civil legislation.”

But, he added, ‘“they meye
ohliged in conscience to O”ﬂb
any regulation which wosmll
elevats to the status of pubMle

policy a philosophy of practiies
whlch violates- riglits of priyascy .
or liberty of consciemeé, THhe
citizens freedom cuts bofh
ways.”

“In a situation like this! e
said, “involving serious momeal
issues in which people strEve
to form a right consciencs, £he
role of govemment is clear: ==
strict neutrality




