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Pope than any of
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- There is an immense amount
“of  valuable ¢ommentary lere,|
-not merely on the Council, but
on such things as the encyclicals
.and  the workerpriest move.
ment, Incidentaily, the author
singles out the Archbishop of
- Canterbury’s visit to Pope John
. as one of the genuine turning
points of modern religious his.
oy, - T

= : o

scattered world of Protestantism
~closertogethier and even bridg-
ing the guif between Protestant
and Eastern Orthodox, set up
vibrations within the Roman
fortress, and there were some
cgutioug ‘Tesponses,
. But caution was the word all
along the line. The Curia' sat
at their desks, and it appeared

dertaking that would be 1
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waild have  guessed ten years
ago that Roman Catholic and
Episcopal priests would be ex-
‘changing pulpits, or that a Ro-
man archdiocese would join a
state- council of churches?

-One fears to hecome too hope-
ful, but as of this moment it
does look as though Pope John
started -something that can be
slowed down and partially ham.

mano, ‘
What the baak says is often
excellent, but the manner is
irritatingly inflated: “Barely|
five years lie between the glori-
ous day when the son of Berga
masque peasants was elevated
to the Chair of St. Peter and
the' day- when, surrounded by
the anxious affection of the
entire world, he gave up his

organized groups and individ:
uals. ]

_John lived o "see" only oné
session of the Council; it had
accomplished little of tangible
measure when he died. A Moses,
he caught a glimpse of a prom-
ised land that others might be
permitted to enter. Unlike
Moses, he had no categorical
and divine assurance that his

. the nineteerith ceatury had. The
Pope was officially infallible;
there was: therefore no logical
reason why he should ever call
another council. And without
a council, there was no central
parlianient- where the half-sup-
pressed voices of a secretly
restless Church could be heard.

- So it appeared until John

John and the Ecumenical Coun-
cil” (World, $595). The au-
thot, an ex-priest and journalist,
seems to have had excellent
contacts. The book is filled
with high-level theological scut-

novelists, the poets, and the
playwrights will take over.

There - may be one among
them who will fuse certain facts|
and uncertain “fiorett” and

became Pope.

It is easy to recall the glib
comments of the journalists at
that time. More pontifical than
a pope, they assured us that
John would be an “interim

people would ever actually be
able to enter that land, or
whether the forces of conserva-
tism, at the Curia and support-
ed by bishops from the more
archaic Roman Catholic lands,

strung, but mot stopped. He re:
leased the restless, creative
forces within his Church; who
can predict where the Spirit
will lead that Church?

pope,” agenial pastoral type
who-would--servé: outthe few]
remaining years of his life with-
" out upsetting any ecclesinstical
apple-cart, while the Church
took a long look around and
decided who the next ‘“real
pope” would be,

Some newspapers did indeed
mention that John had been
an able envoy of the Vatican
in Turkey, the Balkans, and
France, and there were those
who said he would set & warm-
er, more human tone than his

X e
mentator-seems-to.-have-had a
premonition that the cardinals
had a tiger by the tail
when they crowned: the jolly old
man from Venice.

Some men are too much of
one piece to lend themselvés to
journalistic analysis. Such a
man was John. To describe him

would yet frustrate the brave
efforts-at-‘aggiornamento.” .

It is a-sobering-thought-to
nonRomans—perhaps especially

”Under his successor — the
much more introverted Pope
Paul, & man who nonetheless

the inward renewal and outward
reach of his Church—something
has already been accomplished,
The Mass is being celebrated
in an English so crisply modern
that a visiting Episcopalian
flinches; the principle of col-
legiality has been established,
elevating the status of bishops

appears equally dedicated tolthe twentieth century,

to the decorous Anglicans of
the world — that they may
awake some day to find a Ro-
man Church more adapted to
more
burmning with charity, less legal-
istic, 1ess fossilized in organiza-
tion, than their own commun-
jon, After the last General Con-
vention, one wonders when, if
ever, our old Protestant Episco-
pal Church will grant the Holy
Spirit leave to inspire an aggl
ormmento in it.

soul to his Creator. . . ." The
book brings out John's keen
intelligence—a fact often over-
looked in admiration of his
goodness — but the monsignor}
sounds as though he beheld his

employer_ through a swirlingl =

mist of incense, and still sees
him through a haze of pious
recollection.

Alden Hatch’s “A Man Named|
John" (Hawthorn, $4.95) has
some excellent photographs, but}
the text is saccharine and over
simple, as if written for chil
dren with an unnatural degree
of piety. Still, it does give the
basic outline of John's life, and
much information and countless
episcdes about the various
periods.

8

and _seting (he doctrine —of
papal infallibility -in— broader
context, .

Unthinkahle subjects are be-
ing thought about. Undebatable
questions are being debated. It
was probably not on the grlgim
Council agenda that every Ro-

be running articles on birth
control, but the spirit of free-

sounds like an exercise in
cliches. Quite- simply, -hé—be-
lieved in God, in Jesus Christ

l the subjoct.
man Catholic magazine should}

_ But_Jack_ts Pepe John, the
man whe started it all, The
betks are peuring from the
presses, Most of them sound as
thougin the authers were over-
whtlmed by the magmitude of

John's secretary, Monsignor
Loris Capovilla, has published
“The Heart and Mind of John

—Amon
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etti®~is—Wit—and-Wisdom--of

Good Pope John," collected by
Henri Fesquet (Kenedy, $3.95).
In this book one can see the
raw materials of the future
legend. Here are the human-
interest anecdotes that poets

dictable imagination of * tHe
general public, will elaborate.

dom_created by Vatican I has)

the Son of God, and in the JEEEES

peogle——eyerybody—lor w
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Johri: wak not = cloistered
cleric who had never seen man's
cruelty-—after all, he had been
through wars and observed
them at close hand. He retained
a hope, a conviction, that there
was at least a divine spark of

© goodness in all men that made

it possible for them .
nicate, finally to love, across
the barbed wire of religimh‘ and
ideological minefields,

He was also convinced that
the Church should .to
shiver with old fears and should
look to its own renewal, and
that a rejuvenated Church
would somehow come into ¢los-
er fraternity——perhaps ultimaté-
ly into unity——with other Chris-
tians, and even arrive at mutual
love and understanding with

_those to whom the word

“Christ” means nothing.

In short, he was radically and
imcurably Christian. He believed
the hreathless premises of the

Thus it was that when the)'

Holy Spirit told him to hold =
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A weary Pope John rubs his eyes during Vnguh rite

XXIIZ (Hewthorn, $5.95), writ-
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LUgrudliy contriist’ betweéen tanyi-
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John's sense of humor is re-

a keen awareness of the incon-

ble reality and any ideal.- ¥8ing
A Joving man, he ‘was able to
laugh with rather than at. .

Some of the episodes are too
flat or trivial to merit inclusion,
but there are others with =
tang. One is the celebrated ac-
count of John's visit to the
Regina Coell prison In Rome,

hen-in-the-course—of-his-ser=|
mon he mentioned that one of
his cousins had served a stretch

r poaching. Other episodes are
not funny at all, but tendex and
fouching, such as the grief of
_the little blind boy becaume he
could not see the Pope John's
answer was simply to sit at the
edge of the bed for a long time
with his arm around the boy.

The focus is more definitely
on humor in “A Pope Laughs:
Stories of John XXIIL" collect-
ed by Kurt Klinger (Holt, Rine-
hart and Winston, $3.95). There
are some excellent photos here,
and an anthology of episodes—
a number of them fairly long
and complicated--which bring

council, he went ahead and| KN

“héld one without asking leave

of the reverend flthe;s who
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util you swe my
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atFingerlokes.9  J
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5 few weeks before he died,
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RGUNDY A GREAT WINE.

Land playwrights, and the unpre-}

vealed as a by-product of hisj .
ability to love, which entalledi -
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i you thought cork was just for champagne bottles, look again!
We've gathered up some of the most buoyant accessories arounﬁd
. allin"burnt" cork, accented here and there with bright brass or
“yivid mosaics in tangerine, gold anad tortoise shell tones. An ice buck- . .
ot with its insulation showing all over, absclutely huge ashtrays, hot .

For nearly a century now, The
Christian Brothers have made
wines in suppoit of their educa-
tional niissions on thie West Coast.” ~ |

.. Brother Timothy suggests that

This is Btother Tiinothy, Cellar-
riaster of The Chiristian Brothers
f ‘California. He knows that a
rlative wine <anniof be hiur-
To develop great character

pads large and small . . . see the whole collection in Sibley's Gifts, ' *
— Fourth-Floor,- Downtown and Soutthtown,

RACE RACK

-4..Cork ond.mosaic.ashtray,

1 must lie; matured slowly, first -~ youselect The Christian Brothers © 1. Corkandmosaicoshtray, , kY,
F ood and theri iithe hottle- - -Burgundy to accompany your . k" x6%", $11 1 GXGQOQ;jﬁs'}_,
o eré he examinés the Bur- " nextred meat meal. As you enjoy - . . ' | AL
N y fot clarity and-color. Itis -it, you will know why it is that 2. Cork and brass ice bucket, 1 5. Recfa:gular cork hoie’adsg :
_w'inmicarédffoi? the viwo : ‘ 2-quart, $ 8”7 x12" 2.00 10 x ]; ,
3. Cork and mosaic cigarette box, | 12" %!

teadition of The - icar

4%" x9", $10




