“Pope John,
God's Jolly

Revolutionary

Two years ago the world wept when Pope John died.
Legends and anecdotes have mushroomed about this
lovable Pontiff. Many news analysts consider him the
twentieth contury's greatest religious leader. Here is the
way he looks 40 a writer who is not a Roman Catholic,

-~

Chod Walsh. The article is reprinted with-permission—
from the May issue of The Episcopalian magazine.

Pope ¥ohn has been dead
less thin two wears. He has
passed not mereldy Into history
but into mxythology

Already a sizable body of
anecdote clusters about his
name; publishers are beginning
to collect his floretti (Xittle
flowexs) as thouxgh he were St. -
Francis,
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In what way did Pope John
give a wrench and a new direc-
tion to history? Y

Meoat obvimly though per

‘recent
atiom of the Counell of 'rrnt.
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The very humuan-—-and tangi.
ble—aman who 20 bxiefly but
s0 meenmoxadly wwore the triple
tiata i in dangeer of belng an-
nexecd by the legendshapers and
myth-mikers of the popular
press anl the dewotiorial maxket.

S, thix is mot all bad or
fale.

Whaterer myrths spiing up

TEwar s Toritem, Ml Ien
for defemse amd formidahle
apaimt all attacks, religioms or
seculir, But its psychology was
defemsive, It was in a state of
spiritual slege.

The traumatic shock of the
Protestant Reformation had
given it a certain stance

in- the world. “Being a be §

leaguered fortress, no matter

around {he mamxe of John bear. 1OW mighty and threatening it .

wilness to the 1l xian who
W

once nvea.mo«m_ Ids

Churxch, wiio mm lt wt»nf
its hallowsd rut, A vho alw
—perlun Tiore: A aty other
of postwnsr Gecdes ~—
nvg th& courser of Bxumam: his
tory a jolt and shovee and sent
it into different—and hopefully
belter—-diredtions,

A _legend or mylk i
comple!e falsetiood. Poxsibly
Lincoln never walkedd miles to
relurn & penny, bit there was
something about him. that mdde
the story plausible. Though
Washington's prowess with tree
fellirag hatchets msy have been
exsggented his tim ditional
avowsl of the mughly
tallles with the inpresion of
his char:cter tlnt sobrer history
presenis.

In the ume wsr, {he leg-
enjeers amd mythloghers, mw
feeding m growimg amd lucrative
e comioaal st “vhe

(] sexvint, whe
serveed his Chureh alt the better
Roas e leaoi Christ and
minkisd Fint, am the visible
Church secwnd.

looked ™ to ~olitsiders, it was

_obliged to exerris 33"‘%

'n\ut the Roman Church spent
more than Balf of the twentieth
century trying to shield itself
against that century——ite savage
politiesl ideologies, the acid

e currents —tha

hitosophi t—aiF
solved all faiths, the soclological

trends that more and more
made the Church, any
seem & faded: uﬂnz of old lace
without even a pinch of arsenic,

Springs of new life, of course,
bubbled here and there within
the Romin Church. In France,
the workerpriests -made their
daring experiment az & means
of winning back an estranged
proletariat. Despite all obsta.
tles, Roman Catholic scholars
were advancing in Biblical stud.
ies, and finding a new meeting
ground with their Protestant
fellow-scholars,

The ecumenical mcvement,
which was steadily bringing the
(Continued on Page 3)
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One-year-old 8t Mfark’s parkh in the Tm of Greece will soon have a mew chmh. Father

Joseph D. Domefan, flanked by parish auditor Elmer Boehmer and Men's Club presidient _
Emmeit 'V, Nortors and parishioners, dug the first spadeful of earth at the twelve-mere
site . oh Kuln Road. A parish hall iﬁicheﬂ to the church will double the church eapaelly
by means of :liding pmell.

Eastern Churches Role
"Reversed' at Counc‘l

Lomdai —~— (RNS) — Angli-
cans, Protestants, Orthodox and
Eastern and Latin Rite Cutho-
les pariicipated in the second
annuxl Christian: unity comfer-
énce here under auspices of the
Eatern clmmhec Study Group.

Major :puker vis Melkite
Archbhhap Neoﬂto Edelby of
contcasied the

“Tole Of Eutem Ill—-ﬁﬁﬁﬁ -

Vaticsin XI with that at the
Fimo Vitican Council in’ 1860-
[

L

ad Camed, No Chinrge. Wik
Ham 8, Thorne Jewelr, 318
Miln: St Essh—Adv.

He declued that the Mm
bishops at that Council “hardly
spoke a word, and the few who
did dare to raise their voices
were rebuked with great harsh-

. « « They obtained noth-
ing for their Eastern’ tthurchel,
nor for the cause of unity.”
pletely reversed at Vatiean I1,”

; 'of St. llelen’sy ' g
Seti Prichard about parish jubllee celebratipn. Bllhop Casey

versary Mass Sund.y at 4:30 pim. (Story on p.ge 2).

Most of the 158 parishes of
the Diogese reported this week
a more than 9G per cent comple:
tion of their Cnthollc consus
programs.

Final completion In many
cases has been delayed by the
necessity of revisits to dwell:
ings where no one was found at
home,

Alse contribullng to a show-
dewn In finighing ithe lm;g dl.
ocesanwide cemsus programs s
the sortimg of fornis mt the DI
ocesan Census Office, 140 Eanst
Ave., Rockmter, Forms of per-
Nns lndlauu affilintion with
a parisk other than the one In
which they reside are being de

“livéred te the parbhes namaed.

_ As of this week, all parishes
have tndertaken their cerisus
tasks. A few have reported 100
per cent completion, .

Forms are being counted at
the Census Office before being
ship to a computer firm.
'I‘hey then will be returned to

_the parishes,

Compilatlon of the vast
amount of statistics from the
forms is expected to take sev-
eral weeks, It is for this reason
that parish- census committees
are being urged to complete the
processing of forms as soon 88
possible.

Deacons to be
Parish Interns

Detroit — (NC) — Detroit's

>Archbilhop John F. Dearden

will ordair 23 young men to
the diaconate on June 12 a
week after raising them to the
subdiaconate. -

The move is being taken to
provide archdiocesan parishes
with needed assistance duxing
the summer months and to pro-
vide the future priests with pas-

. toral experience. The diacomate

until now was administered in
September before the seminar-
jans began the final year of
study for the priesthood. .

Monuments and M-rkers for :
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to see om'indoordhlﬂtio Xou .
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Clm'th. ' o
Po) Plul appointed Cardinal
oaco Robertd in

NeeRco in sarly 1964
to draft & project to update
the Curis. The work is sid 10

expected {0 make his
public in the near future.

Hinir of the mﬂml Gﬁfﬁ'
have besri glianed from the
Pope's own stitements during
the pist two years and from
other . “nmny infojmed._
scurces.”

Actording to .fhese sources,

the reforms—are not—ex

to include the “Scndte of Bish-
ope’ which Popo Paul Kad origl
nally sugg Its establish:
1s. expcctql to ‘be post.
poned.on _grounds that it might
hamper rather than faéllitate
the funcﬁonlnx of the Church's

-central governmerit,

There was soine talk here
that Pope Paul t set up 2
nev:'Vatlaff‘m
moting peace, &8 'was sugpested
some time ago by Nova ¢t
Vetera, a Swiu Clthollc IMN.

gian, the journa
“there should )
manent body )

étudmg the fleld..

peace.
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