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It's quite an experience to hear Mary Perkins Ryan
and Kenneth O’Loane in the same evening. -

Mrs. Ryan is the quite well known author of the
now one year old book “Are Parochial Schools the
Answer?”’

Merely to ask the question sends many people into

a fury as if the Church, our country and mother had all
been simultaneously assaulted.

Her answer is a realistic one.

Although Mr. O’Loane
insists her reply is “unin-
telligible.”

(Mrs. Ryan, a member
of the board of directors
“of the National ‘Liturgical
Conference and chairman
of the spiritual develop-

K]

to.the Iate Pope John XXIII,

sought to put inte penpeeuve
reporis of

various press

were very few actual wrangles -
and when they did occur it was

over matters of principle. There
was no politics in the Councﬂ

in the séhse of parties or 'na-

tions striving for ascendancy.

The struggle was one of idess.

“Sometimes there were exag-

gerations which led to heated
words and misunderstanding.

This sometimes gave the im-
pression, to those outside, of
great turmoil within the walls

of St. Peter's.

"There were one or two pe-

.riods in the Council at each
session when feelings were run-
ning very high. The first and
. greatest was, of course, the fa-
mous dispute about the source
or sources of Revelation. For
what to me was a wholly in-
sufficient reason this dispute
was regarded as an aspect of
ecumenism. It was, as you know,

the problem was regarded s
ecumenical,” he continx ed.
“This really brings us to- the
eart—of the matter. It allur
trates an emotional trend which
could make ecumenism faid.

another matter te scrutinhie ex-

pressions used in Cathelic @ocn-

menis te make sure tat »

offense is glven to other Chrls-

tians.

“That is one of the gZreat
achievements of the ecumemial
movement and of the Comncil.
Until now Catholics have not
been especially sensitive to the
feelings and convictions of other
Christians. We have now
learned how easy it is to wound

others without malice or imten-,

tion. But it seemed deplorable
to take for granted that the
Theological Commission wrouild

——have one view and the Secre-

tariat another. It is insimcere
to phrase Catholic docirine to
make it sound as if it =were
the same as Protestant doctxine,
In fact there is little essemthl
difference between Christians
on this question of Revelation,

>
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CA!DINAL HEENAN
‘borders on miraculous’

“We knew from the very be-
ginning that this Vatican Coun-
cil was a pastoral one. It had
not been called to solve theo-

. logical disputes, This had been
made quite clear to the bishops.
It was foolish, . therefore, to
argue at such length and bit-
terness sbout problems which
this Council was never intended
to solve. I mention all this
simply to illustrate that the
disputes were not so much
about the Faith as the presenta-
tion of the Faith.”

this point of view at the Coun-
cil and, of course, was described

- __by some journalists as a-war-

monger. All he was doing was:
pleading that we should not

. condemn out-of-hand responsi-

of potential enemies.

“It may be that before the »
end of the Coumcll the wider .

question of disarmament will

~— " B¢ comsidered; This might be
“more logleal tham thinking emly

of muclear weapons, It is hard
to imagine from the victims’
peint of view what differemce
there was between being In
Hamburg er Dresdem durisg
two weeks whem people were
slaughtered by British high ex-
plesives and being In Hireshima
during the few minutes when
the Americans dropped their
nuclear bomb, mere
were slaughtered or maimed for
life in Germany tham im the
Far East.

“Is the principle of the kind
of bomb so very different? It is
really complete disarmament
that Christians should be work-
ing for all the time. But it is

“Evemw&w 4£0——it———
would have been amponlble to
imagine the presemt waaxmth of

relations hetweerm

them to come cdoer fo the
separated brethrep." : .

Tracing . the demlopznent o!
ecumenism, he said, =<1 don’t
want to exaggor:ate;"but one
.could almost call AdoEf Hitler
the father of cortinerstal ecu-
menism. Certainly- no’amun has
been more resporesible than he
for throwing Frotuiamis and
Catholics into eachs ohexx's arms.
. In Germany and ®h¢ NEail-occu-
. pied territories of Ewoxpe,Chris-
tians united to . e new
paganism, They could mot help
realizing that theelr Christian
existence depended upon the
outcome of this sttiggle. De-
nominational loymilies itemed
very unimiportant by <ompari.
”il:h with this fizht dor the
faith.”
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