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OUR LADY OF FATIMA, o statue made accordmg to the descriphon of the
children who saw her, stands in o shed-ike structure on the site of the ap-

parition. The towering Basilica of OQur Lady of Fatimo, also eracted at the- lo-
cahon. is viewed in the center picture from the Blue Army house. The Bo-

IM A Is interest waning

in famous shrime ?

Virgin appeared.

s ————chureh-of-Fatima-two-miles-east-of-the—-Cova—There-hecan -~

*“The accent should be on sanctily and not on
the secret.”” With these words, Msgr. Harold V.

- Colgan,founder of the Blue Army of Qur Ladyof }

Fatima, descrlbed devouon to Our Lady of Fa.

timai— o

. The tall, ascetfc priest from Plainfield, New
Jerssy, was plainly distressed because Americon pilgrim-
ages-to Fatima-have-declined rather than increased since
1960, This waus the year whan many thought the third part
of the Fatima rmessage would be made public.

Magr. Colgan traced the decline to misguided enthu-
slasts who looked to o sensational secretl rather than to
p{v 1V ty gromabting devotlon to Our Lady of Fatlma, This

- expreixed In un interview in October, 1064, at the
Blue Army house in Fatima, was repeated in an official di-
ractive to all Blue Army centers in the U.S. (Jan. 25, 1065)
“Since the Pope has deeided not to make the secret gen-
erally known, fine! That's the end of Il Let us believe in
Fatima nnd spend ourselves doing what Our Lady of Fati-
ma asked.”

IT IS WITHIN this perspective that the pligrim now
visits Fatimua, By rights, he should rosist the usual urge to
go immediately (o the Cova dx\ Iria, place of the appari-
tlons.

“Rather the pllgrim 5hould Journoy first to the parish

see the font where the children were baptized. Across the
street Is the parish cemetery where the remains of Fran
cisco and Jacinta were interred prior to their final trans.
ferral to the Basilica atop the Cova.

Next the pllgrim goes to Aljustrel, the hamlet
where the children lived. Here he sees the Marto house
where Francisco and Jncinta were born and In which
Francisco died. Their brother Jusn now lves there.

silica's outline is distorted by the glass of the picturesqﬁo wimddw‘through
which photo was taken. At right is the Angel of Portugal, who appeared at
Cabeco and gave Communion to Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta, to vhom the

-+ = Here is the story-of Falimo,the-decline in U.S, pil-

grimoges, and the appeal of o priest who directs the
Blue Army devotion to Our Lady. Photos and text by the
Rev. Eimo Romagosa, executive editor of the CLARION
Herald. Copyright, 1965, CLARION Horald, New Or-
leans, La.
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of the apparition. So Lucia sent Jacinta’'s brother, Juan
then aged 11, to fetch her.

The pligrim is now prepared to wend his way to the
Cowvag, the great square in {ront of the towering Basilica
of Our Lady of Fatima. Here In a saucer - lke hollow
between low rolling hills Lucla, Francisco, and Jacinta
often came with their sheep.

On May 13, 1917, the children beheld a Lady in 2 vision
The Lady smd she was from heaven and that she would re-
turn on the 13th of every morth untt! Oa 13 On thatday.
she would tefl them who she was. Meanwhile they were to
pray the Rosary every day in reparation for <1 and for the
conversion of sinners The Lady aiso sad they would have

»

that many souls we lost because there is nobody to pray
and make sicr-ifice for them.' -
Though 10,6000 vere on hand for tbo Sept. 13 apparition,

‘The Ladv's viskT wis-brief. -Shetold—Eucia—and-hercousing

what they wold see &n the fimal October visit. Again sh
begged them to cotinue to pray the Rosary.

OCT. 13WAS DUL.L and rainy as 70,000 curious ang de:
vout jJammed zhe fova. The Eady kept her promise. She
told the childresn she w-as the Lady of the Rosary and askel
that a chapel bee built on the spol. Lucia then saws the Lady
vested tn the lxablt of Our Lady of Miount Carmel, holding
the scapular, Similtanieously the crowd witnessed the sun
break through the clouds and literally dancé In thé sky.
When the prodSgy ended people noticed their rain-drenchal
clothing was comypletely dry.

Thus the &pparitions ended. For the next quarter cen
tury these mirzculous events remained generally unknown
outside of Porcugal.

Meanwhile the cornerstone for tie great Basilica wn
laid in 1928 Two years later final axpproval was givenb
the Fattma apparilons by the Bishop of Leiria in whose di-
cese 1s the Fatama pagish.

Fatimi's musage recelved warldwide Importance
in 1942 whoe Pope Prlus X11 on the 25th anniversary df
the apparltieens tonsecrated the world to the Emmacu.
late Hearl of Miry. The Fatima amniversary was per-

much suffering to bear but that God's grace would be with
them.

SUFFERING WAS NOT long in coming. Their families
at first were unbelieving Church authorities subjected
them to endless questioning. They were even imprisoned
by police officials who sought thereby to frighten them and
thus put an end to what was considered childish nonsense

Despite mounting opposition, Lucia and her cousins
kept their monthly appointment with the Lady On June 13,

sonally meaxalnglul o Plus XII beciuse he was conse:

crated a Bis¥aopon the very day of (he first apparition,
Ten years lster the same Pope comsecrated Russix to
the Immacukate Heart.

Further inzerost developed when Lucia was authorizd
to reveal t kxer ceclesiastical superiors portions of the
messuge entnestel to her at the Jully apparition. Accord
ngiy n 194! she gave to the Bishop of Leiria her mxan-
script containimng the complete message. At this time Luch

FROM AROUND THE WORLD pilgrir-s flock t6 4he shine, but
the majority of the visitors are the peog_Le of Peatlugaal,

" faith and devation to Mary are reflected in thesit foeces.

O Briex.
Eduatiol

M. O

exxviloe

- e pekst
Jak s
t:hmltst.
he hax '

conct 1

Jacinia died In a Lisbon hospital. Ashortdistance away the Lady foretold the early death of Francisco and Jacinta was a Religiozs of the Congregation of Sisters of St. Dor- r's s
is the Dos Sartos home, occupied by Lucia’s elder sis- —they died less than three years later — and told the chil- thy In 1548 shee enlered the Carmelite cloister at Coimbn,
ter Maris; who was present at somo of-the apparitions. » dren o continue their prayers.and penance. Pu: tugal. vlxen
. Almuost 5,000 persons came for the famous July ap- In her mamuscript, Lucia wrote: "The secret conszstcd ) arz Pp
The pilgrimage continues to the rocky ridge of Cabeco parition when the Lady entrusted the children with a of three distinet parts . . . | shall revesal the first two parts” nove
where ifi 1916 Lucia and her cousins Frantiscd and Jacinta secret message which she forbade them to reveal the vision of ieell ind devotion to the Immaculaze Heartof o s
atched their sheep grazing in the valley below. The chil- anyone. The first two parts of the secret message Mary. She gawe instructions that the third part of the mes- presaf
ren were nine, eight, and six years oid, respectively, when have since been made public. The Lady gave the chil- sage was nol to beopened until after her death or until 19, ‘
amid the rocks of Cabeco they heard and saw an angel who dren a vision of the horrible torments of hell. She asked whichever carme [irst. i ’thmm

IT 18 A FACT that the third pazt of the message wis .
made known to Poje John by the Bishop of Leiria. That the
Pope chose no=g tomakke it pubiic detr-acts not a bit frora the
main burden of Qir L.ady's message—penance and prayer.

- invited them to pray with him. The ungel next appeured to
them near the well in the garden behind the Dos Santos
house and ideédtified himself as the Angel of Portugal.

LATER THAT YEAR the Angelof Portugal appeared

for Communions of reparation on the first Saturday of
the month, and requested the consecraiion of Russia to
her fmmaculate Heart.

During the July apparition, the Lady told the children

once more at Cabeco and gave the children Holy Commun-
{on. Lucy dnd-her cousins never forgol the angel's message
at this visit: “Above all; accept and endure with sub mission

to say this praver after each decade of the Rosary: “"Omy
Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, lead
all souls to heaven, and help especially those who most need

Cardinal Fedpschini, papal representative in the Holy
Year at Fatirza, siid: "The message of the Gospel and the
Message of Fatima are penance and prayer.”

the suffering which the Lord will send you.”’ Your mercy This is whasy Msgr. Colgan looks o a resurgence of fer- oo RBeod
-A-ghort-distance from-Cabeeo is Malhinos, where the - - The-children were in the -Ourem jail-en-Aug. 13- Buta vor. His advice wall who-are-disappointed by-nen-publitg— -- -—— -~ - - -
Lady appeared when palicemen prevented the children week fater the Lady kept her appointment with them at tion of the final prt of the message is direct and sirple:
from going to the Cova to see the Lady on August’17. Jacin- Valhinos as they tended their sheep. She toid them: ''Pray, *Let us believe in Fatima and spend ourselves doing whit -
ta was not with Lucm and Francisco at Valhinos nt the lime pray very much, make sacrifice for sinners. Remember Our Lady of FFatina asked?"
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These relatives were present ot some of thae apparitions
during the period from May to October of 1917 -
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or -he ch;ldren who saw the V‘rgn were bop—

- Lucia-is still living, in o. Carmelite convent
Jatinta and Francisco died aceording fo the
,i‘oﬁhecy, wlihm 8 years of the apparitions.” -
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