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ooth’s Accomplice in Elmira, Canandaigua ~ -~
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' By MARGARET K. BEARDEN

ham Lincoln: .— Edwa

 John Surratt arrived at St : ‘
Lawrence Hall, Montreal, seat ‘Doherty.” Still others be
" of the ex-Confederate govern Booth killed himself:
ment. which was trying to re " John Suiratt, wi K
m ; .. John Surratt, ‘with the
tf.@v-_ef%hmt. it c%%%%a% E G athetic=aid=~of=friends,

‘Margaret K, Bearden (Mrs..LeMoyne D. Bearden) is a Roch-
esterian who has made a profound study-of the events sur-
rounding the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. She has

- focussed her attemtion particularly on John Harrison Sur-

- Youcan continve to .} ) o
Doy ' ' - . -Everyone knows John Wilkes -
. help Bishop Kearney . Booth assassinated Abraham
e e Lincoln one hundr

but—not—everyorie=

e

“in his work for_ -+ _—

R

~immortal-souls.
/

.. .__Include the Diocese of Rochester in your will, Phone,

:

Mo_re chur;ha; areneeded

454-1155, or write the Chancery, 50 Chestnui St.,
) Rochester, for details.
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- of Booth’s attad)
" Harrison Surratt. Surratt was

the alleged chief agcomplice of
Booth was within/ the- present
Rochester 3 at the time
He was John

in Elmira on the night of the

Lincoln shooting, and in- Can-
andaigua on the_ day .Lincoln
died, Witnesses in both these

books, give us proof positive
that John Surratt was_not with-.
in three hundred miles of Wash-

- ington on that tragictGood Fri-

day of 18865. S
His mother, Mary. Eugenia

ratt, who, Tike his illstarred mother, was tried for complicity
in the crime of John Wilkes Booth. This article is a summary_
of John Surratt’s’ exciting. career. Mrs. Be
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furnished the accom
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- towns, plus signatures _on cash- . £

panying photographs.

-
fr

arden has !:indly '

‘to survey the large Comnfeder
ate. prison there, and report on
conditions, and make sketches,
Surratt was- at the Brainard
House (later called the .Rath
bun) in Elinira on. April 14,
1865, when Booth fired the
fatal shot.

At the same time, Powell at-
tacked Secretary of State Wil

liam H._ Seward. First Teports .

named - Surratt as Seward’s as
sailant. Surratt entramed. on
April 15th for Canandaigua,

. and his name was soon listed

in the register and cash-book

‘. barked for Liverpool, E

from Quebee, November; 1865 |
Ten days after his arrival, re- . T
~wards offered by the United .
States for his apprehension
were revoked. While staying at
the Oratory of the Church of
the Holy Cross in Liverpool, he !
was advised to procure a prop- \ :
" er .passport, and to go to Rome
-and enlist in"the Army of the o -
Pope.. No_one. has—ever-written— ~ ~ - - -~
the story of how Surratt secur-
ed those papers which identi-
fied him as John Watson, and
which were stamped by -the
Papal Nuncio in Paris. Having

of the. Webster House (now the arrived-in Rome he resided for . >
.Jenklns Surratt, 3 Midow aged Hotel Pickering) in that village. a time at the Venerab!g{‘;;gngl
45, was the first American - by ferry from . S TER
‘ e " woman to go to the gallows for Hoping to go g’ % tario :
. a Federal crime: the Lincoln Rochester to Coburg, Ontario,
» g he was disappointed to learn. -
- assagsination. She was a des fhe boat did mot run -on

; - ¢ * cendent of the man who once thatdt e boa

| o ee s 0 e - owned Jenkins Hill in Washing- _ Sunday! .

) I l“l)ll;l.- today known as Capitol After attending Easte(a)r Sug-

:  day Mass at St. Mary's Church,

[N ' ! H i i LM

3 , Canandaigua, (the original

) R X - ? Mrs, Surratt’s husband, John church atguMain and Saltonstall)

- Y Harrison Surratt, Sr., died in he took the train for Montreal -

1 e R ’ 1862.At one time he had owned b; way of St. Alban’s, V ermont. May:15
S ' = g P B Aty L - When~he-arrived-—in-Montreak v HuIlk
i0e “Men are-becoming-more and more conviiced that 2Ot IO Tles a5 :m_e%,gt;ig;_-..,. - ——he-reported -to- the Confeder- . teria. 1
o disputes which arise between states should not be re- out 10" miles Irom Uiy ate authorities and to his priest M
(3 solved by recourse to arms, but rather by negotiation, three Surratt children were: friends. He told them all be Genersl
ih " Pope John said in his 1963 encyclical “Pacem in TerriS .  jsaac,- aged 23, a member of - knetw gfL?gln a:nd‘ h':‘wp s?x%ck- for the
i '~ —Peace on Earth.,” th)lagrgder'xs Confederaiilt{: ge:;las g?ipl:g was o learn of Booth's James (
; ' . rigade near Brownsville; John, '
N Pope ‘Paul repeated the theme in his Easter Sunday agegd 20( a member of General mad deed at Ford's Theatre. Gersitz.
T sermon to “all men of good will” by stating his hope E. G. Lee's Confederate Signal Meanwhile, Weichman's tip to -
B that “discords among peoples will be resolved, not with Service; and Anna, aged 16, at Captain Gleason was remember- i
O the force of arms but rather in the light of reasonable home. _ed. It was charged that-Atzerodt Cm

g negotiations.” ' I 1l “lay in wait to Kkill Vice-Presi & ‘

. . eduuiegu;n“’ t:lo‘:;:‘n %fw:er dent Johnson,” and.that Gen- % -
) . .

g ... Now how do we make these statements of our Popes day, had hetome a Catholie con. - Y E ) Lls,l
. e Dombs, nerve gasand Jot rager NI veri, while uf Mln Winifre R ok e
L re e as anad jet raids! n's Schoo exandria
" . Nt Virginia, Isaac and John had Wb Men
: Only the n,aive pan think that the .papal pleas and attended St. Matthew's and Gon- éewmplics | ".\ Mr “:“M 3 . Coll h th ! ) Order of

. recent presidential proposals coincide. x aga schools in Washington, and mwiaseluition of ke Neerelury of Naie, wd » »ﬂm . lish College, where the Rever- Chapter
‘ 3 Anna had studied music and “ it MGy Cottiilonion und-the pusilioen( of BEA . end Dr. Frederick Neve was !

N Prelldent JOﬁnlo on's offer of a billion doliar offer French in Bryantown, Mary- mlmﬂnm n!orﬂmi .fin:hcmﬂld:,nmm od fram. e nh‘ Q‘ he, then rector. Our Lady
‘ to southeast Asia is certainly a thrust in the direction of land. John Surratt, Jr. had re- wreed uind pu o, - Surratt served nearly a year Pleasant
g eace — hut its attached strings have made both our Icelved“the' cgummt n‘;x'de.rjt‘;\]: ) , in the 3rd Company, 1st Ponti- Laughlin,
| riends and our enemies. wary of accepting it. Salnle e sthors at St. Charles Poster advertising reward for arrest of John Surratt fical Zouaves. He had hoped to Spiritual |
a Although he spoke of-“unconditional” discussions” College, Ellicott’s Mills, Md. ﬁg‘ogmtl: P :a this fgg’xg the service

' » . . P ?

L he b‘.nlt llwlgtlhls offer conditions those on the .Ot”her side Although those students at introduction, Research will “had worked to capture” — survive on the salary of 3 cents Anyone |
g
B of theelusive conference_ table are sure to reject at the St. Charles who, like John Sur- show us that Weichman had and that “the cause being al- a day. But- now a friend of Order fs .

* outset—no discussions with the Vietcong and accepting ratt, Jr., had completed their far more knowledge of what.  most lost — something great Weichman, Henri Beaumont_St. — - meeting, |
- the fact of an independentdSouth Vietnam which runs coureﬁ} with dtlstigctlo;ix, g‘oul(;i wfl?i trntnsplr:&g than he was g‘?ld decisivc&" ha(: &({ be d(t)tnoi l:_leg:e, lnc:xglie :): notox;lety andt= ;::titiatet)

o » to_agreements. made i _usually go on to the priesthood, willing to confess.. e_surrender at Appomattox _reward, came to Rome, enlist- ulant
‘ y John Surratt “denied that The forced a change in plans. Now ed in the Zouaves, and found Rule and

Vietnam, North and _SQuth, is one n&ﬁon. over thought himself worthy of gh:twmse r‘?inlsgom :)lll:;telg Booth:sdi entterprise coul‘? é“’ ) Sum:t dstl‘lg:nte: :l: vl.;";:? 'S!e!e gﬁe?aﬁu
! ’ that vocation. His sister Anna Y ‘ longer dictate terms; so he de- reporte e Pa e
| qu“e o]llwlou’ly’ e f‘n tf’owied ourn‘ﬁ{%nﬁ p;lOb... left a. statement: “John was of lower Maryland had collect. cided to kill Lincdln on the retary of State Cardinal An- Carmelite
ems from the vantage point of a side strect ofles never, at any time, a candidate ed a fund of over $3000 to very day he carried out his evil tonelli _and- to. Rufus King, _clpates in_
. ter but neither should Americans swallow everything for_the -priesthood.” fight the Radical Republicans. 4004 . B - “"United States Minister at Rome. and good
from Washington with & wave-of-the-flag-and a-big gulp. This fund was given to -the St. Marle was jubilant when bers throu
; B : In November of 1864, Mrs. charge of Patrick Martin, Dr. Only one attempt was made the Cardinal ordered Surraf's R
| . Our President certainly expects us to be thinking Surratt moved from her coun-  _ William Queen, and_fo John  hefore Appomattox to get the arrest, even without an extra- A busin
e citizens, not -blind--sheep;-and grabout-Vietnam™ - try home at S%ra{gvme, Mary- Wilkes Booth -n—ld-ixitthat :rde:"i ric{zrs togc:;h.etrf;ﬁ c(:laptlixre It;in- dition treaty. ;ogvhtoh:lc
- ngwered— . land, to her Washington town in Bryantown, Md. It was hope coln — and i ed miserably. o ) 7
ﬁgxﬁ'r%%ﬁgﬁyﬁ %:%%ﬁgaso[v’:’r% ‘%Bglgfnm:éztgrgc house at 541 “H™ Stréct, oiily thaf Ih'e'indnéy fiight sotiehow Liricolnn was hot In tlie carfiage, The Zouaves knew .Surraft's Jaoseph La
hamlets.: getting rid of Ngo Dinh Diem th ) Catholic,.- - three blocks from Ford's Thea. be usced to capture Abraham  nor_ was it seized, The band : story, and a Dutch Zouave, 4 meeting. .
mlets, getting . xid of Ngo lem the Catholic, - ‘tre. Mrs. Surratl hatl.doveloped —  Ligeohitake hn ts Richnond broke up on that day, March _, . B Henry Lipman, hes. left,a rec . tribution ¢
| romotin *{l‘nd then .getting xid. of) Buddhist Gefieral: & severe myopia, but Ann insist- and hold him 30 a8 o 18, 1865, They a“greed,thezgm,; ¢ ord of how Surrait broke away ' in locat }
. hanh; “helicopters,: more Marines, bombing North "~ od that her mother *‘was too be able {o dictate terms té the ©  was a failure, 50 it was ‘Gom- - from his captors at .Veroll, hontes "wil
4 Vietnam. young-looking for spectacles”— North, The money was spent to pletely abandoned. Booth was jumped over a cliff, and suc- ; Iar Chain
\ ) and Mrs, Surratt never owned provide fof ™ men, horses, a severely disappointed. Armold ceeded in escaping to Naples, ;
- ¢ fAll. these "Soglti?sns” fﬁ}em to ff.his Vﬁ‘ﬁelt'h to ltlgve a palr of glasses of any kind, clrrhfe, g! bong,h amut and uzm %;;?ﬁ O'Lau%lxlxiln ;eturﬂedﬂeto geexlta,h and %gxﬁr;dm% sa%yg; ;
‘ o ree arms” rather than munition for “the emterprise.” more. y Powell, r- re he was fina :
A pe u ok B e sy ” oree o Hence she never in her life old, and Atzerodt saw him after United States Vice-Consul Hale,
on ‘“reasonable negotiations t I
o . o men‘g:dblnm;otls\:gmtﬁe ‘:l‘;a:;‘: Intosthe schgfxee lBOPI‘tl? dx;ew the month of March, 1865. a,;g ordggen?i rgimkc blfi gun.bogt = :
i ion also nswered. was unable John Surratt, Lewis Thornton under oldsborough. o
But a bigger question stays una ters on the stage. Anma and Powell, David Ierold, George Early in April, John Surratt St. Marie boarded the same
If both Pope John and Pope Paul, at their vantage John, however, enjoyecd the A. Atzerodt, Samuel Bland Arn- was ordered to Richmond to ship, but became so obnoxious
int at th pssro ds of th v 1d in Rome st.ressatge theatre in Washington, attend. old and Michael O'Laughlin, It carry despatches and bank to the sailors that he was put
0 8 O & WOor ’ ) .
- Srgen:y ofencggoﬁat?tm, how _come Catholic spokesmen et A peasdontia s probuble that Louls Weich-  drafis for fhe Contederste Sle off before the ship left the Sister 1
i . . @ tickels to . £ . H olds- i
. inchthilsi colunt'}ry have so totally failed to lift a voice to box. * 22{;@;’& ;';’ 'Z{,‘.,’;‘fé’fp ‘X?’f,oﬁé‘? way fl:'om Ricl(xlmon% tgmMon- gﬁ‘i%ﬁggm‘;egg Ke m praise ‘;‘é""lﬁé?"‘
ecno nis - 3 . treal, he stopped in Was| ton ) s
plea : In the ten-room town house, bf kxdnappers.tThle angﬁgg;:;‘ uas.awgl::ejat_dﬂgs S es _ JOEN H. SURRATT _ about John Surratt. Hospital, .
: invited four - - Ale_goernment alway ect —imr-uniform of ¥ ied £ Has been
—n ﬁfzhdf uur)”tatkte rooms. She tailned that it ne:ier approveg ;:legl‘et hl:t()kliggwfg ﬂmg:),nf s:ésgreactte Papal Zouave th:n ;li%egm;rfatk \:xz‘aash;rl:f Li‘:xl: 1931, She
: rented her farm to an expolice. o nor supported, any. suc agent, Louls Weichman, zealous : coln in a Washington, D.C. civil health for
4 man, Jofhn Mix Iélc:)yd.n'l‘tl;e n(:;?gg schome, for nttentlond in thebWarb lz;a- eral Grant and Secretaty af Wer court. Result: ahhung J"}llnry. (li'mtr- * Born M
X on the farm had bee a At no time during January, partment, and stung by rebuffs ing the trial he continued to ra, )
% Sch o OI ‘ ou ra e blY F Od:l‘glll;?oplst.hsomf of her February, and March, 1965, from Anna é}xrratt, t111:\(! report- Egglmm zah:i:e (lst?ggogss:sas‘iina{ailsg wear the uniform of lt;hel %ou— gilet:ad S4i0st
slaves had left, although a num- when Johnx Surratt was at home ed to Capt. Gleason that a “con- [ aves. While in prison, he labor- Sist ~‘
W g ber had stayed with her. Her in Washington, did all of the spiracy was afoot” In the Sur- by Booth's group. Stanton, act: ed to translate LaMartine's ygf; :: J
; husband and son had both so-called conspirators gather at ratt house, involving John Sur- ing head of the government, put “Life and Times of Christopher James Mer
' 4 served as postmaster at Surratis- Mrs. Surratt's house, as legend ratt and Jolin Wilkes Booth. all of ‘Washington under “mili- Columbus,” from the French. ed by the
- - Yal~YalBRTla ville, Like most of the people so often reports. Booth did call Gleason, having heard such a tary justice.” He ordered the Twice again he was atraigned, Mercy. Pr
n ron eq u0| ) Ofu.:mlze; Sﬂaﬁ’}mﬂ. ‘“‘; tﬁ‘}; often, and Mrs. Surral:t slgvagﬁ ﬁplin two mionttl;s befo‘l;(led the ?&f:;;;%‘;\l{ze‘;ﬁtsigmhe“ and lf)iut the case and clia;ge; were ment, Siste
ra ad Southern sympathi welcomed him — as she did incoln assassination, wo re- . finally dropped, and Surratt f o <
i i aﬁﬁiﬁ? lth? Rébémﬁg- ‘aﬁiﬂ W:: the friends of her son John. member it. Just as Mrs. Surratt and went free. ;:rynfiscg
i In one of the best local examples of ecumenical particularly cooperative in pa Powell and Atzerodt came on A month before Lincoln’s Anna were about to leave for Ann .
3 . . . i - < e TYavit 4 S tt arried Dr.
i action to date, clergy of several denominations in west %8 ™ol packages of medEne, three diHferent oo ark: - death, the tenantfarmer, John-  Prison, Powell, Who kad_been William Tonry of the Surgeom sobe is &
: IJI_'O‘nl..ie‘C_juo_lt went on record favoring their publfc school to- the-South: Stilt; Mrs-Surratt— (i ant Dr. Mu ad n ever. Lloyd, had hidden arms and f‘.‘l)es(ti t‘l;;i‘ecnitymt)\(;me dar:ld ge;-aogd General's office, _Tonry _was ister, Ag
+—district’sdecision 10 seek a racial and cultural balance had also shown compassion to : ammunition at Mrs. Surratt’s € ' 1 up 8. famous as a toxicologist at both York, and
in classrooms there. the Union troops. We have Whether Mrs. Surmatt knew country-house in preparation for Surratt’s d%‘;": JSoying that he Jotins Hopkins University and
N ; . documentary proof that at her that her son was in on a plan the abduction plan. Weichman had been ;F d {q iMrs Sur- Loyola College in Baltimore. Solem:
% The school officials deserve more than just clergy farm she fed and quartered to abduct Lincoln is a debat- knew this, too, and was disap- g:;r;‘:tdlgoi llgmia e,féﬁ' Q{‘:d Isaac Surratt, always a_bache- Mass was
: commendation for the imagination and courage their Union troops and horses with- able question. She denied that pointed that he had not been Powell a5 anyone. _whomgntllzley lor, made his home with the day at 10
D decision required , out pay. she knéw of it. So did her son. part of Booth’s romantic group. had bef. Tonrys. He had walked from Mary Graci
; ’ Two ~davs_hefoge C So did Powell. Herold said she - He hadk;)een _igit out because ad ever seen belore. _Mét:m;:as,_lhl{exico,_to_léh%adeéh, - R~ Hospital-cl
‘ They need to have their ision_translated into 0days_hefoxe Christmas.___pip—know=If-Herold-was-right; —— -he—could —neither -manage ~a Surratt sent emissaries £ phia where he was arrested an
o maespm};dngﬁgmts endorsémdéﬁﬂ_ especially when 1864, John Surratt and a school- she may have thought, when horse mor firearms. The Sur- Canl;da to Washington to N;E charged with having had a Because
the childri £ diff t ial and cultural back d mate from St. Charles, Louis J. John mentioned it, that he was ratts had teased him for his quire about the progress of the purse made up by his fellow- ment to I
; e.c dl'en 0 d erent racia a‘n cu ura a'.c gmlm S weiChman, were introduced to lndulg'ng in a passinz f‘ncy' wearing the Blue of the Wash- case against his mother an\d siw soldiers for the purpose of Grace ne‘
§5~ arrive at the We§t Irondequoit schools this autumn. the actor, John ,vailkgs B‘t)oth, or some kind of youthful brag- ington Cgly (;‘u;‘,lrd. lalig wol;k- ter. They returned with word }s%,ssinaﬁng President Andrel‘; laifefsl'b?l‘i!tl:}?z g
- s : on the streets of'.downtown docio. She knew her son ing for the Federal War De o “her lawvers Ai . " Johnson. He, too, was final ' K
‘ T o it i)lan iriggered the expecled Washington, by Dr. Samuel A. g:issedoc the tl"mrse:wlw had on pr;%'tment, while at the same éﬁoal;pg:raég?ggamﬁi%aggg let go. - ' of humor.
i reaction from the inevitable critics of any new idea, Mudd. Weichman, employed as the farm;, and that he enjoyed time arguing that he wanted to ! . e , i} e
| 3 ‘ ; ; A It ’ yed : : from Reverdy Johnson: “Have Joh
T Such is the hazard of democracy. Such is the price of a clerk in the War Department  yiding in the city im the com-  ~study in Richmond under Bish- fear. Y : ‘Have ohn Surratt married Mary |
il rogress in freedom office of the Commissary-Gen:. ; of the d!;shin actor op McGill, and helping the Con- gp_,ear. our Mother is in o Victorine Hunter, a cousin of
Ei«: progre ' o eral of prisoners, insisted al }:ﬁ Wilkes Booth . ’ federacy by handing over. rec- t;nger o - femain quiet until Francis Scott Key. They had
I These critics lfail to realize tl;ﬁt suttl)lurbs remain ways that he ne;zén kne(;v why Bth l'ef t ‘d-_-' - " ords to the agent, Gus Howell. S u’i r:ftmiﬁn:hgr Ozg‘r]»icge;i ! Z?svil;u :fhi;%rgig&&;;ratthteﬁs%r;eg
a part of that complex community called the metropoli—  Dr. Mudd, a physician and farm- .. Booth left a diary that gave-— “oet " with ined in g
, his explanation of his .wicked He would “get even"” wi
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tan -area. Suburbanites can’t shut themselves off in a
lily-white vacuumi—even if they want to, and to want
to do so is certainly the most unChristian of attitudes,
as if our Saviour never said.anything about loving our
neighbor. - :

Old walls of ignorance and bias are tumbling across

the nation theseé days—and not in the least too soon,

It is good to see a community-in this area prefers to ride

“eleswhere than in the caboose of this movement.
- —Father Hemry A. Atweld

oo NOYR e g p

- Thursday, April 2

er from near :Bryanfown, Md,
should have arranged such an

murder., He reported that he

those who had laughed at him!

. Presiden

remained in seclusion until too’

late, s

His mother went to the scaf.
fold along with Powell, Herold,

___and Atzerodt, less_than twenty.. -

four hours after the sentenices
had been passed. A petition for
Presidential clemency for Mrs.
‘Surratt hid gone unnoticed. by
Johasom, .. __. -

nt Johnson, . _

- Weichnian and Lloyd, to save
theémselves from being actused
1S accesories to the plan to cap-
ture, had turned State’s evi
dence and had implied that
Mrs. Surfitt aided - and abetted

more Steam Packet Company,
often called, the “0Old Bay
Line.” Neighbors who used to
remember the -tenant on Lan-
__vale Street recalled that John. ..
Surratt was very quiet,. reserv-
ed, and never- spoke -of the
dreadful three months. during
which John Wilkes- Booth had
been close to-his family. A son,

-7 “William— Hunter—Surratt, who

becamé a well-known Baltimore
lawyer, persiaded his father to
write his menioirs. This Sur-
ratt did. \

* . To the son’s disappointment,

— -however, the fatlier biifned all

his papers only i few months
before his death in 1 t%ﬁd
A e,




