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7 Whenever a reference is made
to Teilhard before an audience

‘ DLy
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‘ the‘sﬁ-“e—a"““fﬁumun lives thrgggh_couniless
cemurles. Evil, death. and dearth, socﬂflce

-in such

seek s .my own good, seek to graﬂfy my de-

e
speaker’s yoice is immediately
in thunderous ap-
plause. African statesmen draw
on Teilhard’s theories for help
in the task#of building up their
-new countries. One of them,
Leopold Senghor, President of
Senegal, has even’ claimed that

" . his acquaintance with Teithard

‘de ‘Chardin’'s thought helped
him withstand the temptations
of communism during his fight
agamst colonial domination.

sires, win power for myself “and- adm;rcmon
from-others, A-nd yet| ‘know'—-know with--

Aout knowmg—fhut, in such a perspechve,

nothing. could be less important. A vision in
which God is.—Dog Hammarskjold in Mark-

ings. Jesuit

’Fother Teilhard de

Chordin

“Communist intellectuals, who
are both alarmed and fascinated

already  trying to bring it into

—by.Teilhard's-novel-thought,-arg~——~

line with dlale_cticak _ma-

tenahsm

° As for the Vatican . .. .
Mention of the Vatican brings

us at once _to Teilhard's- per-- -

somal drama. He was both sciery
tist and priest, paleontologist

-Teilhard’s thought is. ro

pr‘obed the

summary of his life-long study.

To_understand this point of
view we have to realise that

awareness of -““the th in-
finite.” In addition to the in-

ysfery of that streom of life,
_I’_and-Geod. The- accompa ““ln§ artide isa -

<

to the living was made bj by way

of ‘the large molecules, such as .

very near to being cells; the
change from the instisictive to

Il — -~ -proteins-awd viFiises, whiek are - - o=

fl’,l
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But it also reveals the Slong, long way we all have
- 10 go before we catch up with the Catholic Church, so
often pronounced dead and obsolefe by its critics of
previous enerations. Now it's so far shead it’s own
members ve difficulty keeping up with it.

*Just what is the Church trying to do? >

- - —The—Church-in~our—tirse jeeks to obey the com-
mand of ils L.oxrd to “go into the whole world" to preach
His gospel to every tribe-amd nation, “to every person
of whatewer rank or status.

Quite ohviously, the Chairch has to speak so these

peop]e can understand the miessage, €he Church must

ak In their language — not just In Japanese or Swa-

, Hindl or Hebrew or Arabic hut with that wider

huguage, the customs, and mmlc, the garb and the art
of these people.

« . And many of “these people” are not just off in dis-

. -tant lands, they are our neighbors who cannot under-
: - stand a Church which speaks i ways some of its own
- membeérs have difficulty in umderstanding — in styles of
: art and music and dress that stamp the Church as
. medieval rather than forevexr contemporary.

esc—cusioms—an&—rites—a-sym

heritage through the centuries, have an eloquence to

; those who are already within the Chutrch-and-need—t

= . f s rtw/hcd for those of us who- are of the household
. of the fai:

But we cai. never forget the othrers who are mot
within the fold, those to whom we are sent to call them
in a voice they can hear and recognize. We call them

*
he

—

no%)lust to the Church of the Middie Ages nor the Church
nor even to the Church: of Today but to
the one of Christ.

"The current-changeswhxchﬂxsturb’so TITany are but
efforts of the Churé¢h to fulfill its essential duty. Far
from causing disturbance, such efforts should justify
. our greatest confidence that 3ndeed the Church has pre-

served, as Pope Paul-recently described it, “the total
truth- that comes from Christ” and with anxious heart
seeks to share this truth with others.

- —FEuther Henry Atwell

- I.dl'y Need Renewal Too

Mexice City —(NC)—— Arxch-

- hishop Octaviano Marquez Toriz
. of Puetbix, president of the
- Mexican__Bishop’s_ Conference,
told delegales at the first na-
tional assembly of ‘CatholicAcs
‘tiom Ieaders that their organiia-
tions must be - rénewed con-
tinually slong with the Church
it they. hope to’ attract new

e followers: —

Speaklng at the opemng méet
ing of the -week-long conference,
the archbishop siid. the lay
aposio'ﬁc groups should dewote
‘particulir =ttention to the pear,
“those who lack food and live in
slim dwellings; many who areé
illiteratesnd who must be ltfted

out of lethargy” . .
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Trlumph came only with his

death. His heirs came into pos-
session of his manuscripts, and
had them pubijshed with the
backing of a committee of sci-
- entists and intellectuals, inclugd-
ing such distinguished figures
- a5 Sir—Julian Huxley, " Arnold

Toynbee, Robert Oppenheimer -

and Andre Malraux. But what

are the reasons for his posthu- - -

mous triumph? How has so dif-
ficult a thinker become so uni-
versally popular?

The first explanation lies In
his optimism. Taking the find-
‘Ings’ of modern science as his

starting-point, Tellhard demon- '

strates thal Man Is moving for-
ward into an increasingly brigh-
ter future. In exact® opposition
to existent/alist arguments, Teil-
hard proves that the universe,
far from being absurd from the
human point of view, Is, on the
contrary, coherent, meaningful
and exalling. Golmg beyond

according to “the neurologists,

-~ it contains fourteen. thousand

million interconiected cells.
Therefore, in the last resort, it
is of little importance that the
earth revolves around the sun.

In the scale of values of the
third infinite, the carth is of a
higher order than the sun. and
Man, by virtue of the complex-
ity of his brain, ranks above

- other terrestrial creatures. So,

by means of increasing complex-
ity, Tegilhard reintroduces the
concept of quality inte the
quantitative universe ‘of sci-
ence; at the same time he intro-
duces a hierarchical pattern
{depending o1 the degree of de-
velopment of the nervous sys-
tem) into the Darwinian tree of
life. Since Man has the most

to a greater or lesser extent

all bodfes. When we see life
in plants, instincts in animals
and thought in Man, we .are
led to suppose that these quall-’
ties must have existed in a
primitive, undeveloped, poten-
tial form in the earlier states.
This is precisely Teilhard’s
view; everything is latent in
inanimate nature, but matter

has to be organized with ‘ever- .

mcreasing complexity for there
to be first life, then instinct,
then thought.

The energy behind this pro-

cess lmas two conmplementary-

aspects. Tellhard distinguishes
beiween “tangential” {ox physi-
cal) energy and “radial” (or
mental) energy. The first links
a givem element to all others

Tighly deéveloped nervous sys-

. tem and the most complex brain

of all living creatures, he is not

-a subordinate offshoot of the

tree of life, but the radiant top
of that tree.

of the same kind, while the sec-
ond draws it forward to a state
of everincreasing’ complexity.
On the level of inanimate mat-
ter, only tangential energy is
observable. With the appear

diverged s0 markedly as to be-
come diffcrent species incap-

‘able of fertilizing' each other.

Then. these species reached an

‘optiniim stage of development,

were stabilized in copsolidatéd .
forms, proved unable to adapt

themselves to new conditions,

and finally declined and died

through internal weakening or

external. competition. This is

how so many animal species

have disappeared in the past,

and why others are disappear-

ing today.

Man on ‘the other hand, de-
spite subdivisions into differ-
ent races, has never diverged to
the point of splitting up into
different species. There was, it

same parent trunk first of ail ”v_

— --is—true;—a phase -of -expansion— —

and divergence, but it mnever
caused a final break between -
the different branches. Such a
break can now no longer occur,

. because the different branches

of -mankind,—thanks—to—the—i

ist—distectical-materialism:

he proves that God, far from

being an eplphenomenon con-
wit

human hlstory. Is & necessary
principle if the theory of evolu-
tion is to be made thoroughly
coherent.

Of course, Tejlhard does not
claim to prove the existence of

God with the help of modern )

science, since that would be

jurd. But by asserugg that

is_necessary to confirm theé
ftndings of science, he complete-
ly reverses. the “view of the
world that has been current
since the Rénaissance: -

Each new scientific discovery,
from the time of Copernicus to

that of Darwin, has ‘appeared -

to make God--— and -Man--him-

As such, Man Jjs endowed with

terrestrial creature capable of
reflective thought. Whereas ani-
mais only know, Man knows
that he knows. May the purpose
of evolution not be, then, to
bring about the total develop-
ment of reflective thought and,
thereby, the gradual predomi-
nance of mental over physical
phenomena?

nique faculty: he_is the only —_ up the-scale-of-life-one—goes-in
the direction of the higher .

‘According to. Teflhard, the

process of evolution on this
carth has been marked by two
great, detisive mutations: the

~ movement from inanimate mat-

ter to living créatures, and from
the instinctive to the reflective.
The change from the inanimate

self — less necessary. By.re-

moving the earth from its privi- .

leged position at the centré of -~
Copernicus and his -

creation,
successors seemed to deprive
Man of every shred of cosmic
importance, and overthrew the
medigval conception of Man's
relationship to God. Later, mech-

amistie' theories were to reduce
God’s role to that of a mere

switch which set in motion the

- vast.machinery of the universe.

. A céntury after Newton, even

the idéa of a "Prime Maover’

became unnecessary.. When.

- Laplacé. presented his “Treatise
. omx.Celestial Mechanics” to. Na-

poleon,, the then~Fu'st l‘(.‘.onsv.ﬂ

cessary: for rx ]
ﬁmseﬁ’_hplace::mphe’dw“’i!ﬁn e

canie Darwin who, in deserib- -

ing the treé of life as it.appearc

éd to him in the Tight of his '

discoveries, presented Man as

. an insignificant, subordinite off-

shioot of the veriebrate branch,
with: rio -right to-be considered

" 'more recéssary in the scheme
than dogs, birds or-
eilll:avd , howéver, main~"

‘of thinj
snakes

.ir

amee of life, Tadial energy cam
he detected. And the further

petus of evolution, are re-estab-
lishing closer links with each

mammals, the more obvious is.
the relative importance of
radial, as compared with tanm-

gential, energy.

With Man, the predominance
of the mental over the physical
is finally established. And this
implies a neéew and stnking
evolutionary leap forward. It is

a matter of little importance, -

from then on, that the tangen-
tial energy of the terrestrial
world _should be lost duri

each new oper,gtion through the
giving off of heat (the phe-
nomenon known as entropy).

* The éssential process of evolu-

___in!". S

[ e

-sociate in
.Tribes were! superseded by na-

‘mg complenty

otheér every day, as if the globe
were surreunded by a network

Jof ever finer and ever more

numerous interconnections On

- the human level, evolution uo

longer expresses itself through

the divergence of forms, but °

has moved into a second stage
which is that -of convergence,

At this very moment, we are

" experiencing the change -over
- from divergenct to convergence.

We are precisely at that point

- in human evolution where the

ifferént -hranches;—after—fan-
ning out, have come together
- again to form a come. -But a
cone must bave a peak. To wlut

* peak is humam evolntlon ténd=

g

»'The first point to be noted
is that we are witnessing the
gradual unification of the whole
world. Men are tending to as-~

er greater groups.

tions, and nations are now being
superseded by. great economic
or ideclogical blocs. In aaaiﬁon,~
through the development of in-

-dustry and professional speciali-
zation, each individual and eachr

group is becoming more and

more dependerit on others. This .

¢_terrible temptafi
- to0.se€¢ progress as the swallow-
ing up of the individual by the
collective, that is, the tempta-

| tion of totautarumsm
"t is true that the collective,

.as such, is becoming pi

rogres-
- sively more unportant. But. it

‘would be: a grave misunder-
fige-of -the-law ‘of increas-
to. suppose that . .

evqution is not absyrd:} Omeéga - -

itself must - therefore: - possess

Man's most precious attrlbute.. o

it must be a person, “a distinct
Centre glowing at the ‘heart ot
" ¥ system of centies” B

Such a formulation, however.
does not go far enough. From
the point at which (with the
cmergence of  Man).
moved into the phase of Yeflec
tive - thought, it wis no’ longer'-
passively undergone, as by
plants and samimals, but could
be rejected or consciocusly ad
_vanced by man.

Human Yevolution can only
continue if there is a will to
carry it on. If Man is to go on
evolving, he must be convinced .
that he Is moving forward into

1 desirable futare.

It follows that Omega must
be desirable. And since the
highest form of communicatioir
between human beings i¥ love,

¥_olu,tion .

be able o love
tnd be loved. But love is only
_ possible between beings exist:
ing at the same time. There
fore, we can only love Omeg
is Omega is already in exist
ence. “Since the noosphere is
real here and now, its centre
must be real here and now.”
Omega is radntmg -over the "
earth at eath moment of the
earth’s evohmon e

This is Omegas tlnrd at
tribute. There -is a fourth: wé
are congtantly trying to estab- -
lish a 1link with somethmg
greater and imore permaneht’
than ourselves — our ancestry,
our - ctilture, or mankind:as a
whole, all of them products of:

- human effort. We wish the best

part of ourselves to suivive us
after death. If Omega is to be
the _culminating point of this
tendency, it has to be a-pringci-

" ple of unmortahty

It so happens that_{hese at.

' tributes of . Omegd ire_precisely

those that Christianity ree"pg-
nizes in God;-He is a ;)ersonal
ity animafirig the world; 4'bejng’
capable of love, and a pledge of
immortality. Moieover, through’
-the -incarnation: ;
entered, in p

of matter, He ukes -over
ditection: of evolutio:
He has glthem §
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the trend oLevdlutmmchxp————— te

_ced to the development of

criticis
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