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30. Having' set forth the flltir. 
fio'ns of the hterairhy. the Sa
cred Council glndlv (urns lis 
ailtpniinn In 1 he state of thii'-e 
faithful called the laily Kverv-
thine that has (icon said ahnve 
cornel nine the J'ciiple nf Cod 
t s trrrrriHed for the—l*rty, KM+-
ginus and c le iyy alike. Rut 

.(hero arc certain -thinss which 
pertain in a special wnv In the 
laitv, hnlh mPn and women.'by 
reason nf their condition and 
mission 

Due In the special circum
stances nf our IIIIIP the fnunda-. 
tinns of this doctunp must he? 
nini-p thoroughly examined I'or 

. the ir pastors know how much 
the laily coiui ibi i ie Jo the wel
fare of the piuirp Church Thov 
also know thai they VVICIP not 
ordained by- I'hnsl In iAe-4 •• -
thPmsplves alonp the pnlirr sa|-
\ifi< mission of ihf Chtirch lo-= 
ward the world 

(in the conl ia iy thpv under
stand that U is (heir noble 
dul\ to shepheid the faithful 
and In iococni /c Iheir minis
t r i e s and ihaiiMiis so lhat all 
arcniriing to I heir' proper inlcs 
nu i (onpei.ite in tins i ommon 
undeilaking with one mind' T'ur 
we must all 'pen in r Iho l iuth 
in ln\e. and so grow up In all 
things in Him »l"i !"> heail, 
rh i i s l I'm finni Him Ihe whole 
hnriv, being closely |nined and 
knit tngottici llinuigh e w i v 
toipl .n' Ibe "NII'HI an online," 
to the fun. tinning in dur mens 
lire of r.i' h si'ngle part,'denv c s 
IM im ir:i'p lo the huildinK up 
of ilsclf in love ilvph 4 15-lfi). 

Laymen bv Baptism 

31 The t'-im t.nl\ is heie im-
rierslimd to no .in all the faith 
fill e v P|'l lh" -i- in h"U u i d c i \ 
and those in Ihe Male of irli-
giot|. life s|>ci lalK appmvrd liv 
lh« I hun h These failhlul are 
h> hai'lisrn made one Imdv vviui 
( in i»l a n d a l e toiistitulcil 
immill Ihe 1'PuplC Of liOd. t h e 
.re in llieir own way made 
O m n i tn the priest h prophet 
pal and kinglv Inn'lions of 
t hi isl .mil I'n-v i .ii M out Im 
Iheir own | m i the mission of 
the whole ilui-M.in penplp in 
Ihe l hun h ami in the wm Id 

\\ tut s p n iiniiilv i li.iim l> i. 
l>i s ihp l.uls is lln u "•! ul.ir 
nJIntf Ii is Imp thai Ihose in 
hen nulc is i .in al tunes lie 
en|;sj,T'l m set ul.̂ r .ul ivl lHs, 
ami e\'-n have a s. i ulai |iin"tes 
sum Hill t h e a>e bv icasnii 
ol thru . p,n tu nl.li \ii<.illiin 
p-.pri i.lLly .mil p in l i sserlls Ml-

rla.neil lii Hie s.u ii d mmr U • . 
Siiniliiih . by then stale in hi'-. 
K i;mus give splendid and 
siiisini; l.-^liiimin lliat the 
wood i iiinot hi Uanslni m i d 
and nlli n-'l lo dull withimt the 
sp.Mi ol tor h'.iliiudrs Hut thfl 
U'i> . In l h ' II M i \«< . i l m n , 
tot k in. k nullum of i.od !'• 
CI. it'ow m I'liiptual .iii.ni s 
an.i tn nrilntnvi IhPin ai ioi i l ini! 
In the plan of i.od. 

t I.I i l i v e in H'l «"i Id t l ' i l 
[<. in em li ."•! in an o( ihe 
se. i i ' i r -ii'^*-'iins ;ihd o-'upa 
I-.IM. I In • J n e III Ihe nirtioai% 
en. i inu'ao- ' s nl I im • .mil •.•! 
, . ) | | , ' . 11 mil u h . •' f i r M'i% 
wel l nf l l i r u r s ' e n e Is w o v e n 
1 n, • ,ii e i i i d t u r n I" I.">i| 

thai I'-, n HI; thru p iop . i 
fun. i-.in and led t>s the s p m t 
ol the i , i pi I Hie. ma* u m k 
fm ilif s.mi niii .ition nl IhP 
wm id 11 ion » iiinfi as a le.i\ i u 
In iins \s us ihi-' m.i\ tnakP 
i i" .• i know n In iilhei'- I'M"'1 '•'' 
i h\ ttie Ii minim nf a 11• •» 
l e tpetulenl m lailh, hop? and 
rhanls 

I'll- i • ui sun p thrv n e 
ligiiii. piiiiiml up In all Is pes 
ol !• 'iip.ii.ii nltans II is then 
«pe. ii U^k In oulei ail.I 10 
l^ .HI lijlit upon lhi'>p a i tans 
in vn h a was tha' I hi - ma\ 
i'.wne nun h e m t aii'l Ih.-n mr\ 
tin in,r mi tease ,i-. HI drnk- In 
t'husl lo Ihr pilnse nf Ihe t'l"C-
atnr ami Ihe Hedeemei 

All Men Kqiial 

* ' P .1 me institution Holv 
l i. .-. Ii IS M i|rf'pi| and i,iiv oi ned 
vv ' h a W i i l l l t e l t i l l d l \ e l Mtv |- n l 

.a-1 as in nm liodv we have 
in niv mi nii>eis vet all Hie 
in.-mliri s K n f iml the same 
(unriinti so we the mans n » 
one hod- in l l u i s l hill seveial 
1> inemliers one nf anothei" 
I ftom I -' 4 .'. i I lieirlinc IhP 
chiKPn f'eopie of i.od is one 
• one 1 n'd one faith one hap 
tism 11 pi 4 ai, sharmc a 
common ii,i:nilv as menibprt 
from th. i i lefPHPiation in 
l hrtst. havmt Ihp name filial 
p a r e and Ihe same voiatmni lo 
pptfS'i'te'i} pnssessini! in com 
ninn one salvation, one hop* 

and one undivided chni'lty. 
Tlipre Is, tliPi-pfnrp, in Christ 
and In'the Church no inequali
ty on Iho basts of race or na
tionality, social condition or sex, 
beeninip, "thorp is neither .lew 
nor tireck. there is neither 
bond nor free; there is.jjcilhor 
male, nor feipale For you are 
all ,'one' In Christ .losus" ((Jal. 
:i -JH. i-f. Col. 3.11). 

If thPreToie In the Chiitcli 
pvi'ivone does not proceed by 
Ihe same path, nevertheless all 
ate called to sanctilv and have 
TPrpirptl—an Wftml" prmlpjje of-
failh through Iho juslico of 
Cod (cf 2 VI 1.1). And If by 
the will of Christ some J'are 
made teachers, pastors and dis
pensers of mvslpi IPS on behalf; 
ol utlicis. >ct all share a true 
equality with iPRaid lo the dig
nity and to the acl iwty eutn-

,ninn lo all Ihe faithful for the 
building up of the Body of 
( h i i s t 

For the distinction whhh the 
I ord mad? between sai red min-
isters iijKl_thP rest ui the l'eo 
ol GoTrbPiiTs within il a cpr-, 
lain union, since paslots and 
thp othei faithful a ie hound 
In each.olhrr by a mutual need. 
Pastors of* Ihe C h u u h . follow-. 
Iii)i Ihe example of the land, 
should minister lo one another 
and lo the other faithful Thesfe 
tn then turn shnuld enthusias-

r tu ally lend then joinl a.sstst-
ame lo their pastors and teaih-
pis Thus in their diversity all 
beai witness lo the wonderlui 
unity in the Body of Christ, 

This \ e i y diM'islty of graces, 
ininis lucs and works slithers 
Ihe ih i ld icn <il God Into one, 
bifi ause "all these thinus am 
Ihe woik of one and Ihe same 
.Spn it" (1 Cor 12 11). 

Theii-fnie, fiym divine choice 
HIP latt'y have Christ (or their 
bto ibe i . who though He is ih.e 
lioid of all, fame not lo be , 
se ived but In serve (cf Ml. 
"0 .'Hi T h e also tinvi* fni Iheir 
b i n i l u i s Uinsc in the sacied 
tninistiv who by teailunu, by 
s.inctlfvin)! and bv ruljni! with 
Ihe aiithnniv of (Tn'ist lei-rt 
the lamilv of i.od so llial Ihe 
in w commandment ol charily 
may be lulfillcd by all 

SI Augustine puis llus very 
In aiiiifullv when he sa\» "What 
I am fni vou terrifies me. whal 
1 am with you consoles me. 
For jnu I am a bishop but with 
you I am a f h i t s t m n The for-
mei Is a dtilv. the Inller a 
>;rn( e. The (turner is n danijci, 
the lat ter salvation" (1). 

»• \A\ Apnslles 

!'I The l.illv are calheie ( | trv 
k'Mher In Ihe People of i .od 
and make up the Hodv nf l Inisl 
umli-i one. head \ \ hoevei Ihev 
aie llicv .ire ta i led upon, as 
lr. mi; mcmbeis to evlcnd All 
Hint eneiKV fni the uinvvlh of 
Ihe ( li i inh and its continuous 
sani lifu .ilmn MIII r Ihls ve iv 
i in i ir\ is a Rift of the Ciealnr 
and a blevslng of the Redeemer. 

Thp lav apnslolate however, 
Is a paltn ipalinn in the salvlfie 
missmn nl Ihe I lii inh itself. 
'Ihi.mvii ihen haptism and mil-
f.. malum all aie t omnuisinnril 
to that apnslolate by the Lord 
l l i m i e l l Moreover. In Ihe saira-
mrnls espei ialh holv l-'.m h.ir 
isi that ihaiily toward (,ml and 
iii.in ulin h is |hr soul of the 
apnst.ilair is i onimnnicateil and 
nimiisheil Now the laily are 
i ailed in a speual wa\ to m a l v 
the i huiili piesent and o p e n 
live in those pl.il rv and i n i u m -
s i a m e s w b e e only Ihrouch 
them i .in it he. ome the salt of 
Hie ra'rll^ I Jj, Thus_eveu lav-
ni.m m VII lii»'of Ihe vriVj (Jills 
l.e lowed upnll h im l« at I fie 
SHine tune a witness and A I'v 
ins; insliunienl of Ihe iiiissmn 
ol Ihe t l i u i i h ilsrlf "in iiiilniR 
to the measure of Cluisi 5 be
stowal (K|ih 4 T) 

Besidrs this apostolalP which 
leitainlv pr i lams In all ( b n s -

I tians (lie tails can also he 
called in vannus ways tn a 
mine direi t form of cnnperalion 
in the aposinlale of the Hier 
at.liv i l l This was (he way 
ce i la in men and women assisted 
Paul Ihe Aposile in Ihe l .ospel, 
l.ibonni; mm h in the Imd n f . 
Phil 4 I). Horn, lfi MU Kuither. 
the\ have the rapaiilv lo as
sume (mm Ihe flieranhv cer
tain rnlesiastii-.-il functions, 
wh i ih air to be peifnimed for 
a spiritual puipi>«e 

I pun all Ihe laily. Iheiefnrr, 
rests the nnblp duty nf working 
in eseiv land Consequently, 
nidv eveis oiiporliinily he titvcn 
I hem sn that, ar'roidins to their 
abilities and Ihe needs nf the 
l imes (hev may 7ealnus|\ par-
tu ipa le in the safini; work ot 
the thurrh 

IJIV l.lttirKisla 

^4 Thp supn-nif ami plernal 
Pnes i . Clirisl Jesus since He 
wills tn coniinue His witness 
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nnd seiMcp also through Hie 
lailv. vivifies them in the Spirit 
and incicasiitKly ui'Res them on 
to ev ei y jjood and perfect work. 

Kor bes ides mlimately UnkinK 
them to His life and His mis
sion. He also Rives them a shnr-
int! in His priestly function of 
ollerlnR spiritual worship for 
ihe clory of God and the salva
tion of mrn. Kor this reusan 
the lulls' dedicated to Christ 
and anointed by Ihe Holy Spir
it .ire marvelously called and 
wiituiei hills pieparcd so that 
cvei mine ahund.int fruits of 
Ihe Spirit mav be produced in 

. Ihem Koi all their works, 
prayers nnd apostolic endeavors, 
tfieli ordinary married and fam
ily life, llirir daily occupations, 
their physical and mental re
laxation, if can led out \n the 
Spun, and even the hardships 
of lifp. if patiently borne- -all 
Ihesp become "spiritual sain-
ficps nft-epiable lo Ood lluough 
Jpsus i"hilst" (I Pet. 'J S) 

To.-illict wnh the offerini; nf 
the I m i l - bnilv they aie ninsl 
(lllinuls nfleied in Ihe iclebia-
linn of Ihe I'm hiirist Thus as 
Ihii-.e I'si-iswheie who adme in 
hnjy activity Ihe laity mn.se-
u a l e the vvnild itself to God 

lj»y Prophets 
n."> Christ, the K'eat Pioplut, 

.who proclaimed the Kingdom 
of His 1 athei Imth by the lesli-
nmny of His life and the power 
of His, words, continually ful
fill' Ills pinphi'lle o f tne until 
Ihe complele m.inilesl.ilion nf 
•JIIIV He dues this mil oolv 
IhiiniKti Ihr lneiaribv who 
tea. h In His name and with His 
aii ih.nits , hul also t lnmich Ihe 
l.nlv wlinm lie made His wit-
nesves and to whom He C.IVP 
undoisl.indini: nf Ihe failh 
(sensu lideii and an altiail ive-
ness in speei h n f Ail 2 17-
| s \po i in 10) so thai the 
pnwer of the Gospel nucht 
shine fmih in their daily sbi lal 
and family life 

The-, conduit themselves as 
i l i l ld ien of the piomise and 
thus stionK m faith and in hnpe 
they make the ni"st of Ihe |IIPS-
enl (i f Kph "i lfi, I nl 4 ."it. 
and Willi palipme await HIP, 
itlnts that Is In uuiie t i l Horn 
S "M l e t lh. m not. Ihen. hide 
this hope, in (he depths nf their 
hearts but oven in the prom am 

•of Ihrir secular. life let them 
expiess it by a contrhual con-
veision a n d by wrest Hog 
"acainsl the world-rulers of Ihls 
darkness auainst thp sptiilii.il 
f o u r s of wickedness" i Kph. 
fi 1:) 

lint as ihe sai ramrnts nf Ihe 
New law bv which Ihe life and 
DIP apostotate of the faithful 
,ve rioiinshed prefigure a new 
heaven and a new earth (cf. 
Apor ?l 11, so too HIP laitv go 
fnrth as powciful pinilaimnrs 
nf a taith in t h t n o to be hoped 
foi n f Heh 11 n . ' w h c n they 
poui aEPouslv join to their pro
fession of faith a life springing ' 
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from failh. This evangelization, 
thai is, this announcing of 
Christ by a living testimony as 
well as by the spoken word, 
lakes on a specif ic quality -and 
a sppctal force in that It Is car
ried out In the ordinary stir-
roundiiiRS of the world. 

In connection with, the pro
phetic function, that stale of 
life which is sanctiflold by a 
special sacrament is obviously 
of Kteat importance, namely, 
married and family llf,r For 
where Christianity pervades the. 
pittite mode of family life, and 
R aduallv transforms it, one will 
lind lhere both the practice and 
an excellent school of the lay 
aposinlale In such a bonie hus
bands and wives find tb i t r 
p.oper vocation in helng witlv-
nesses nf the faithj and love 
of Chi isi lo one another and lo 
their children. 

The Christian family loudly 
prm laims both the present vir
tues of ihe Kingdom of God 
and Ihe hope of a blpsspd l ife 
tn ninif Thus by lis example 
and its witness it accuses the 
wm Id nf sin and enlmhiens 
those who seek the truth. 

t nnscqurntly even when pre
occupied ' with temporal cares , 
the laily can and must perform 
a work of Rreat value for the 
evangpli/ation of the world. I'or 
rven if some of them have l o 
fulfill iheir religious duties on 
their own. when Iheie are no 
sacied ministers or in times o t 
pciseuition. and even ,if many 
of them devote all their rner-
Kies to apostolic work, still it 
• •'mains lor eaeh one nf thpin 
to lonpprate in the external 
spiead and the dynamic growth 
of Ihe kingdom of. Christ in the 
wot Id Theipfore. let the laity 
devoutly «trt\e to acquire a 
ninre profound grasp of re
vealed truth, and let litem In
sistently beg of God the gift of 
wisdom 

S e n ire to Other* 

:tfi Cluisi. bri-oinuic obedient 
even unto death and hpeaiise nf 
this PxallPd by the Kilher (ef. 
Phil •:«!•). rnteied into Ihe, 
(•niy nf His kingdom Tn Hun 
all ihniKs are made subject un-
1il He Mibtect.s Himself and all 

ed things tn Hie Father 
(jd may lie all in all (cf. 

'i-'i 27-2H) Now Christ 
litmnunicaied this royal 
"in His dimiples that they 

I, be constituted in royal 
lieetfmn and that'by l ine prn-
ame and a he!> life Ihey might 
conquer the reiyn nf sin in 
themselves (cf. Bom 6.12). 

Further. He bus shared this 
power,so that sprung Christ in 
their fpllow men Ihey might by 
humility and patience lead their 
brethren to that King for w h o m 
tn serve is;—ts> reign . Bill Ol« 
Lord wishes to'spread Htx king
dom also bv means of Ihe laity, 
namely, a-kingdom of truth and 
life, a kingdom of holiness and 

grace,- a kingdom of .justice, 
love and peace ( 4 ) , In thi* 
kingdom creation itseljt vwllJ bs 
delivered from Us ftjijyery -to 
corruption Into, the fr!e"edpm of 

-—the glory of the sons of God 
f T c n v o m . 8 - 2 1 7 T . 

..' Clearly then a great promise 
. and a great trust is committed 
".Id the disciples; "All things are 

yours, and you are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's" (1 Cpr. 3:23) . ' 

The faithful, therefore, must 
- learn the deepest meaning and 
_ t h e j a l u e of all 'creation, a s -

"""vvelTas l i A ^ s T i r i n ^ f t r l M l W o ^ 
Blous praise of God. They must 
assist each other to live holler 
lives even in their dally occupa
tions. J,n. this way the "world 

/ .may be permeated by the spirit 
of Christ and it may more'af
fectively fulfill its purpose in 

' justice, charity and peace. The 
laity have the principal role in 

a the over-all fulfillment of tills 
duty. 

Therefore, by their compe
tence In secular training and 
by their activity, elevated from 
within ny-ThtrgTace of Christ,-
let thorn • vigorously contribute 
their effort, so that created 
goods may be perfected by hu
man labor, technical skill and 
civic culture fof ' the benefit 
of all men according to lite de
sign of the Creator and'the light 
of His Word. May the goods of 

' this world be more equitably 
distributed among all men,, and-
may they in theTF*own way be, 
conducive to universal progress 
in human and Christian free
dom. In this manner, through 
the members of the Church, will 
Christ progessively illumine (he 
whole of human society with 
His savin.g light. 

Moreover, let the laity a l so" 
bv their combined efforts rem
edy the customs and conditions 
of the world, if thoy are an 
inducement to sin,; so that they 
all may be conformed to the 
norms of justice and may favor 
the practice of virtue ralher 
than hinder 1U By so doing Ihey 
will imbue culture and human 
activity with genuine moral 
values; Ihey will hetter prepare 
the field of Ihe world for the 
seed of the Word of God: and 
al Ihp same, time they will open 
wider the doors of the Chtirrh 
bv which the message of peace 
mav enler the world. 

Because of the very economy 
of salvation the faithful should 
leain bow lo distinguish care
fully between those rights and 
duties which are theirs as inem-
bprs of thp Church, and Ihose 
which they have as members nf 
human snctelv. Let Ihem slrlve 
In reconcile Ihe two. remember
ing that in every temporal af
fair Ihey. must be guided by a 
Christian rnnsi ienre simp even 
In secular business there Is no 
human activity which can be 
withdrawn from God's domin
ion. 

In our own time, however, it 
. Is most urgent lhat this distinc

tion and also this harmony 
shnuld shine fnrth more p|parly 
than ever In thp lives of the 
faithful, sn thai Ihe mission Of 
the Church mav correspond 
more fully tn the special condi
tions of the world today f'nr tt 
must be admitted thai Ihe tem
poral sphere Is gnverned by Its 
own principles, since It is right-
|v concerned with the interests 
of this world But that ominous 
rinrtrine which attempts to build 
a society with nn regard what
ever for religion, and vvhtrh 
allaiks and destroys Ihe reli
gious liberty of lis citizens, Is 
rightly In be rejected <!i). 

UlRhls^nf Lallv 

37 TIIP Lilly have the nghl , 
a< do all Christians to reiPlve 
in alnindaii'e fiom tllrir pas
lots the splittual goods of the 
t h u i i h . especially the assist
ance of the word of God and 
of the sacraments (fil. They 
should openly reveal to Ihem 
their nerds and desires with 
thai fieedom and confidence 
which is f i l l tnj for i*illdrrn of 
(^«l and btolhrrs in Christ. • 
They are. h\ reason of the 
knowledge, competence or out
standing ability winch they may 
pnios. permitted and smypltmes 
even obliged to express their 
opinion nn those things which 
concern the good of the Church 
(Tt 

When occasions arise, let this 

be done through the organs 

• erected by the Churrh for this 

purpose, Bet it always be donfe' 
i n truth, M courage and in 
prudence, with reveretiee and 
charity toward those who by 
reason of their sacred office 
represent the person of Christ. 

• f 
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The laity should, as all Chi'fs: 
"tians, promptly accept In Chris
tian obedience and decisions of 
their pastors, since they are 
representatives of Christ as well 
as teachers and rulers in the 
Church. Let them follow the 
example of Christ, who by His 
ohedienee even unto death, 

way of the liberty of the chil
dren of God, Nor should they 
omit to pray for those placed 
over them, for they keep watch 
as having lo render an. account 
lof their souls, so that ' they-may 
do this with joy and not with 
grief (cf. Hcib. 13:17). 

Let pastors recognize and pro
mote the dignity as well as the 
responsibility of the ialty in' the 
Church. Let them willingly em
ploy thejjr prudent advice. Let 
them confidently assign duties 

-to—the'm in the service of t h e 
Church, allowing thent freedom 
and room for acHon. Further, 
let pastors encourage lay people 
so- that they may undertake 
tasks on their own initiative. 
Attentively. In Christ, let them 
consider with fatherly love the 
projects, suggestions and de
sires proposed by the laity. 
However, let pastors respectful
ly acknowledge that Just free
dom which belongs to everyone 
in this earthly city. 

A great many wonderful 
things u r e to be hoped for from' 
this familiar dialogue between 
tlieT'lVTy'^rd^lTeir'-pastorst-tn-
the laity a strengthened sense 
of personal responsibility; A rs-_ 
rnnved" "enthusiasm; a m&re 
ready application of their tal
ents to the projects of their 
pastors. T h e latter, on the other 
hand, aided by the experience 
of. the laity, can more clearly 
and more incisively come to de
cisions regarding both spiritual 
and temporal' matters. In this 
w a y , t h e w h o l e C h u r c h , 
strengthened by each one of its 
members, 'may more, effectively 
fulfill Its mission for the life 
of the world. 

38. Each individual layman must 
stand before the world as a 
witness to the resurrection and 
life dif the Lord Jes"us and a 

., symbol of the.-- living God. Al l 
1 the. laity as a community and 

each one. according to his abili-
iFTHHsTnourish the'world with 
the fruits of the Spirit (cf. Gal. 
5:22). They must diffuse in 
the world that spirit which 
raises up the poor, t h e meek, 
the peace makers—those whom 
the Lord in the Gospel pro
claimed blesspd (cf. Mt. Bf3-fb. 
In a word, "as the soul is in 
the !*body. so let this spirit ba 
in "Hie Christian world" (9) . 

N E X T WEEK—Vocation 
i to Holiness. 
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Fear on Decline 

In Soviet Russia 
London — (TINS) — There is '• 

an "absent* of fear" on peo
ple's f.ae*s in Russia today and 
evidence that the ecumenical 
movement Is working for better 
relations between the Russians 
and Roman Catholics, accotdlng 
lo Archbishop John C. Hcenan, 
Primate of England and Wales. 

Archbishop Heenan made th i s 
report on his return to London 
after a threp-moiiths absence 
which look him first to Rome 
for the Valium Coumil. ihen 
to Bombay for the Kiirharistic 
Congress, and then lo Moscow. 

He recalled al a press con
ference thai hr visited Moscow 
as a priest tn 10311, when he 
was a rut ate in Balking. Kast 
London. On that visit he wore 
layman's clothing, but on Ins 
recent one he was dressed as a 
bishop. 

The Catholic primate said he, 
found a big change in Russian 
conditions. "Now," he s a i d , 
"there Is an absence o t fear. I 
no longer see- Il on people's 
fares. When I was there he, ore , 
Slalln's purges were at their ( 

lielgbl. I l lere Is IPSS fear now, • 
but Ihr essential altlliiile of the 
Soviets towards Ihe Churrh Is 
still the same and there are 
very frw Catholics In Riisals." 

"Hut thp Orthodox Church M 
littirh slrnngei." he continued. 
"People flnrkPd to church dur
ing the war and many have con
tinued tn go. 1 was at an Oilhn-
rlnv iliurrli on Sunday (Dec. 13) 
and listened lo Ihe ninsl brmt-
Hful singing 1 have PVPI- heard. 
I nntii cd lii'it many ntf-nibPis 
Of the i hoir looked vpry young 
— about ID ni 20 — but most 
of the congregation were oldPr 
people When I was there be
fore rhurrhKoers wore mostly 
nld, so perhnps we may stil l 
hope that others will still come 
ba--k tn the faith." 

!n refprnn.-e lo a meeting he 
h^d with Patriarch Alevel. head 
of Ihp R u * « 1 a n Orthodox 
C h u r c h . Archhi«hop Heenan 
satd HiP._atmospbPie was "tie-
menilously cordial." "I fPlt this 
great bond between us," he satd 
"Il is quite obvious that the 
fuimenlcal movement Is walk
ing hir heller relations between 
the Russians and ourselves."' 

c 

He emphasized that his visit 
In Moscow was a purely private 
one. He went thei'e noi a» <i icp-
resentati \e of the Church but 
simply as one active In the ecu- • 
menical movement. It was an 
oppurtunity to meet leaders of 
Ihe Russian Orthodox Church— 
who vidtrd Britain earlier this 
year as guests °f the Anglican 
Primate of Kngland, Archbish
op Arthur Michael Ramsey, a n d . 
It was the slimiest way home" 
from Bombay. ' I 

Vrrhhisliop Reenan said he 
id not take any tourist trips 

Russia, nor did he meet 
s e n i o r • government officials. 
While in Moscow he ce lebrated-; 
Mass for Roman Catholics at a 
service in the Argentine E m - ; 
bassy. 

o—1 

Czech Reds Ask 

Atheist Rights 
t 'nl led Nations — (RNS) — 

Communist Chechoslovakia filed 
formal objection here to a pro
posed draft declaration on the 
Fliminntinn of All Forms of Re
ligious Intolerance bv a study 
commission of the V N Commis
sion on Human Rights. 

Chief reason given was fail-
tirp to pquale alhetsm and re
ligion In Ihe declaration. The 
C eeh rnmmitnique to the Hu
man Rights f'nmmlssttin noted 
"the rapid developmPnt of sci
ence and technology in our 
epct' It ; . there are now living 
In the world millions of people 
who dn not adhetp to anv re
ligion and support the ideas of 
atheism." 

Siilre the draft declaration > 
c i inent ly being circulated for 
consideration among U.N. mem
ber states falls to mention pro- -
tr-tmn nf the rights and equal 
slalus nf atheists 11 met with 
C.'e-h opposition It is hoped 
that final agreement on a dec
laration will lead to Its adop
tion by the General Assembly. 

Expansion of the deplaration 
to admit atheists on equal 
footing with believers \ v s 
recommended. 
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By GARY MacKOlN 

1 wmip last week ahont the reactions 
ot a group of Latin Amcrjcan opinion 
Ipadeis tn our election campaign and 
voting piocedurcs This was just" one 
element - in a progiam which ott'ried 
thpni the opportunity to discuss Untied 
Stales policies and practices with a num
ber of historians, social ,scientists, news
men, politicians and public officiSTs. 

I In v were undcisl.-inilahly interested in 
out prngiams of foreign aid and our do-
fensr and Cold War policies. But both 
(nini.il and minimal disi usMons convmicd 

t me thai they regiud equal l ights as the 
touchstone*-of'"t'nTUpCT' Slates stncentv 
TJie\ wcte icmaikahly wefl informed 
about the developments nf the past few 
y e n s Indeed, it seems to m e . t h a t out 
enemies mav hav»e dune us a favor by 
stiPsMne isl fhetr propaganda how far our 
pi ait U P in race relations fell bPhtnd our 
principles The bleak piituro thpy r^ainled 
serves to highlight the ralp of progress 

"Hnw can a local administration succeed 
. for years In frustrating the nattoial will 

ri\ clearly expressed by CongreM a"hfl the 
federal execullye'.'" This Is the Uttestlnn 
thai seems to he asked most Insistently 
by foreign observers. 

Many Latin American countries have • 
nominally federal political systems. But 
in practice they are highly centralists. 
When the "strong man" voices his posi
tion, the response all the way down is 
automatic. It is natural tor people raised 
in such traditions to suspect connivance 
when the'local level ignores the command 
given by the central executive. 

That is, of course, the samp question 
wp hear with uvrra.stiiK shrillness from 
individuals and groups within the coun
try- dissatisfied wi th- the rate of progress. 
1 bavo, nevertheless, found that our 
visitors hpconie quickly, convinced of the 
positive values of our present system, 
o m e they get io understand the motives 
which dlssuads the federal authorities 
from using force except as a last resort. 

A newsman from Vener.uela summed up 
tils observations for me. "We h o i r a lot' 
about rata discrimination in the United 

Stales, and we cannot reconcile your prac
tices and attitudes with lite rest n. our 
image of your country as Hie leader of 
w o n d democracy. What 1 have seen, how
ever, Is a society ih atl lon. Ilif sfx-ti Is 
a victim or discrimination In many ways, 
especially in access to housing ami in 
Job opportunity. But the Improvement is 
more rapid than I was led lo expect." 

Asked to what extent his own views re
flected those of the general Vene/.uejan 
public, my friend said that he thought 
that both Venezuelans .and Latin Ameri
cans in general were rather wrll informed 
about Ihe facts, far bplter than Is the 
United States public about social prob
lems in their countries, 

"I'niled States news and picture maga
zines circulate widely not only in English 
but in Spanish editions. Dur local news
papers and magazines, moreover, rely 
heavily on your news agencies and syndi
cates for their material. And as the United 
States is very frank In its reporting of 
its peeujiarlties. we get every detail about 
each rfm, floutini of the law and race... 
murder. 

"On top of this, however, w e have an 
element that is less known in the United 
Stales . Journalism of opinion is very Im-
portanUn our counlilps. and many of the 
views writers are Communist sympathiz
er s They use Ihe farti to construct an 
image nf a country built on racist princi
ples . And this technique may backfire, 
because what web have seen in a counlry . 
working hard to bring its practice into 
conformity with its principles." 

Our frlPtids In Latin America fcceord-
inglv. believe that anv slaikentng of the 
tempo of our human rights protiram wnul'dj 
do us incalculable harm in their countries 
"What is most gratify ing." onp of thei%^ 
said to me, "is lo be ablp lo contrast the * 
situation' in South Africa and that -
thp United Stales. Both have grave mclai 
problems and a deep tradition of dis
crimination. But while South Africa is 
dedicated to a continuance of injustice'.' 
the United Slates moves to be true to 
itself. -To slow down nAw would be to 
abandon your friends and gH-e comfort 
to your enemies ." 
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