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— Advent Prayer

Does World See
Christ in Church

“The Church ls made not to rule but to serve,’” the
world's (atholic Bishops stated when they met for the
opening of the Vatican Council in 1962.

Pope John had earlier pointed out to the bishops
that the Church in Council wants to show the world

what 1t wants to be -~ “the Church for all men and m

particular, the Church of the poor.”

Little wonder that Pope Paul found his jeweled
triple crow n, symbol of papal power, a bit of an anomaly
— especially as he prepared to visit India, the nation of
massive poverty.

In a dramatic nte near the close of this year's ses-
sion of the Council, Pope Paul placed his tiara on the
altar at St. Peter's {0 be a gift for the world's poor.

Despite this gesture and his ohvious preference on
his India trip to bless orphans and the teeming, hangry
throngs of Bombay's slums rather than chat with maha-
rajahs, the question keeps roassorﬂns{ itself, is the
image of the Church teday the image of its Founder —
does the world see Christ when It looks at Ris Chureh?

The Church, we must admlt....,tog often appears to
the world as an organization of powerand wealth — and
even in those circumstances w here it is humble and poor,
it is conadered as only 2 temporary and unfortunate
condition rather than the actual ideal it seeks.

Clergy are not alone in making this the image of
the Church. lay people also take it for granted that they
are to be provided with comfort and convenience when
theyv come to worship the Lord who chose guite a differ-
ent way of life when He came into our world.

All this Is not an implicalion that we must neces-

sarily do 1n our parish what Pope Paul did with his-

tiara  or what St John Chrysostom did in fifth century
Constantimople & hen he sold chalices and church adom-
ments to aid the poor. “Il is the spirit that counls more
than the gesture,” Thpe John pointed out, but the ges-
ture as Pope Paul indicated, 1s also needed when two
out of every three people in the world today are hungry
and one of these three is so totally hungry he will die
of starvation,

NSomehow we who are the affiuent minority i this
world must speak in more convincing ways than by pomp
and lavish ceremony to tell the hungry world that we
the Church, like the Lord we claim to imitate, have com-
passion on the mullitudes.

The first feeble steps we have recently taken in the
simplificatron of ‘our rites, 2 prelude to other revisions
soon to come, will have little of the intended impact if
we view them only as technical changes. They are meant
to he only a part of the over-all renewal of the Church to
make it be m ils visihle life what 1t is in it heart, the
Church which continues the work of the suffering ser-
vant, our 1 ord w ho “emptied Himself, taking the form
of aservant”

Freach Rishop Guvot in his Lenten pastoral letter
last vear w arned tr t *nareform can bear fruit if Chris-
tians as a whole do nat resolutely and whole-heartedly
enter into the spirit which inspired it.”

Pope .John once <aid the Church must “shake off
the dust of empire w hich has settled on the throne of
St. Peter.”

Hm\ever fast or slow this task is accomplished will
In large measure be determined nol just by decrees and
dramatic gestures-al the summit of the Church structure
but bv the thoroughgoing conviction of each Christian in
the vallev to be “pnor in spirit™ - a friend and com-
panion to thase who are least in prestige and a servant
to those most in need.

~-latber Henry Gruell
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éipht chapters of the Vitican
“ Council's Constitution 98 the

Church, as releated by N.C.»

W.C. News Service.) '

9. At all times and in évery
race God has given welcome to
whosoever. fears Him and does

- what is right (erf, Acts 10, 35).
God, however, does not inake
men holy and save them mers-
1y as individuals, without bond
or link between one anetheér,
Rather has it pleased Him to
bring men together as one peo-
ple, a people which acknowl-
edges Him in truth and serves
Him in holiness.

He therefore chose the race
of Israel as a people unto Him-
- gell. With it He set up & caye-
nant. Step by step He taught
and prepared this people, mak-
ing known in its history both
Himself and the decres of His
will and making it holy unto
Himself. All these things, how-
ever, were done by way of préep-
aration and as a figure pf that
new and perfect covenant,
which was (o be ratified in
Christ, and of that fuller revela.
tion which was to be given
through the Word of God Him-
self made flesh.

“Behold the days shall come
saith the Lord, and 1 will make
a pew covenant with the House
of Israel, and with the house of
Judah . . . I will give my law
+in their howels, and 1 will write
ft 1in their heart, and 1 will be
their God, and they shall be
my people . . . For all of them
shall know Me, from the least
of them even to the greatest,
gaith the lord" (Jer. 31, 34),
Christ instituted this new cove.
nant, the new testament, that
ix to say, in His Blood (cfr. 1
Cor. XI, 25), cnllmg together &
people made up of Jew and
gentile, making them one, not
acrording to the flesh but in tha
Spirit This was to be the new
People of God.

Far those who beheve in
Christ, who are reborn not from
a perishable seed but from an
imperishable through the word
of the lIiving God (cfr 1 Pet,
1, 21), not from the flesh but
from water and the Holy Sprit
(cfr. Jo 11, 5-8), aie finally
estahlished ax “a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, & holy na-
tion, a purchased peopls . . .
you wha in times past were not
a people. but are now thé peo-
ple of God” (1 Pet. 11 8-10).

That messianic people has
Christ for 15 head, “Who was

delivered up for our mns, and’

rose again for our jubtiftcation™
(Rom. 1V, 23), and now, having
won 4" name which is above ail
names, reigns in glory in
heaven. The state of this peopls

it that of the dignity and free.

dom of the sons of God, fn
. whose hearts the Haly Spirit
dwells as in His temple. Its
law is the new commandment
to love as Christ loved us. Ity
end is the kingdom of God,
which has been begun Yy God
Himsell on earth, and which s
to be further extended until it
is brought to perfection by Him
at the end of time, when Christ,
our life (cfr. Col, IIL, 4), shalt
appear, and “creation itseif will
be delivered from its slavery tn
corruption inta the freedom of
thé glory of the sons of God”
(Ram. VIII, 21),

So it is thyt that messianic
people, althbdgh it does nnt
actua)ly include all men, and at
times mav look like a small
flock. 15 nonethelesg a lasting
and sure sced of unity, hope
and salvation forr the whale
human  vace  ‘Fatablshed by
Christ as a communion of hfe,
charity and truth, 1t 1s also used
by Him as an instrument for
the redemption of all, and 1%
sent forth ainto the whole world
as the hght of the world and
the <alt of the earth (cf. My
vV, 13-168).

*

Isract according to the flesh,
which wandered as an exile in
the desert, was already called
the Church of God (cfr. Num,
KX, 4; Deut. \NXIII I sq). So
hkewise the new Israel which
while liing i this present age
goes in search of a future and
abiding cily («f. Heb, XIIT, 14)
is called the Church of Chnist,
For He has bought it for Him-
self with His blood (cf. Acts
XX, 28), has filled 1t with His
Spinit and provided it with those
means which befit it as a visi-
ble antd social smon.

God gathered together as one
all those who wn faith look upan
Jesus as the author of salvation
and the <ource of unity and
peace. and established them &s
the Chutch, that for each and
all it may be the wvisible sacra-
ment of this saving unity. While
1t transeends all hmits of time
and confines of race, the
Church 1s destingd to extend to
atl tegions of the carth and so
enters into the history of man.
hnd  Meouing forward through
trial and tribulation, the Church
15 strengthened by the power of
God'y grace, which was prom-
jsed to her by the lord, so that

“an the weakness of the [lesh

she may not waver from perfect
fidehitv  but  remain a  bride
worthy of her Lord; and moved

v the Hoiy Spirit may never

cease to renew herseif, until
through the Uross she arrnves
at the hight which knows no set-
ting.

, Priestly Baptism

10 Christ the Lord, High Priest
taken’from among men (Heb. V',
1\\ made the new people J'a
gdom and prissts to God the
ather” (Apoc. I, 8, V, 8-10),
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The baptised, by regneration
and the snointing of the Holy-
Spirit, aré consecrated ax a spir-

“itual house And” A Holy priest

h_ood. in order thit through all
those worky which yré those of
the Christian man they: may
offer spiritual sacrifices and
proclaim the poweér of Him who
has called them out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light
(cf. I Pet, 11, 4-10).

Therefore all the disciples of
Christ, persevednﬁ ‘In. prayer.
and praising God (cf. Acts-II,
42, 47), should piesent them-
selves a5 a ltving sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God (cf. Rofn.
XI1, 1). Everywheré on earth
they must bear witness -to
Christ and give n Angwer to
those who seek an account of
that hope of e!grnnl life which
is in them (cf. I Pot. II1, 15).

Though they differ from one
another in essence and not only
in degree, the common priest-
hood of the faithful and the
minikterialor hierarchi-
cal priesthood are nonétheless
interrélated: each of them in its
own special way Is a participa-
tion in the one priesthood of
Chrlst

I
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FuthfgLite
12 The holy people of - God
shares also fn Christ’s prophe

tic office; it spreads i
living witness to Him, éx
Iy by meaiis of a life of faith

and charity and by~ offgrmg to .

Gol a. sacrifice of praise,

trihute of lips which give pr,aisé' '

to His name (cf. Heb, 13, 15);
The entire body of the faith-
fyl, anointed as theyare by the
Holy One (ck 1 Jd: 2,20, 27y,
cannot err in matters of belief
They manifest this special prop

- elty by meains of the whole peo.

The ministerial priest, hy the .

sacred power he enjoys, teachey
and rules the prisstly people;
acting in the person of Christ,
he makes present the eucharis-
tic sacrifice, and offers it to
Goad in the name of all the peo-
ple. But the faithful, in virtue
of their royal pritsthood, join
in the offering of thé Euchar-
ist.. They likewise txercise that
priesthood in recdlving-the sae-
raments, in pray?r and thanks-
giving, in the witness of a holy
life, and hy seif-denial ind ac-
tive charity,

Growth by Bacraments

11. It is through the sacraments
and the exercise of the virtuek
‘that the sacred nature and or-
ganic structure of the priestly
cammuntily is brought inlo oper-
ation. Incorporated in the
Church through -baptism, the
faithful are consecrated by the
baptismal character to the wor-
ship of the Christian religion;
reborn as sons of God they
must confess before men the
faith which they have recéived
from God through the Church
(4). More pérfectly bound to
the Church by the sacrament of
Confirmation, ths Holy Spirit
endows them with Epecihl
strength so that they art more
strictly obligéd to spread and
defend the faith, both by word
and by deed, as frue withesses
of Christ (5).

Taking part -in the eucltraris-
i sacrifice, which {8 the fount
‘&apex of the ‘whole Christian
i they offer thé Divite Vie-
tim: to God, and offer them-
salvex along wit It. Thuy both
by reason of the offering and
through Holy Communion all
act their dual part in thi} Htur-
gical service, not indeed, all in
the zame way but each in that
way which is proper to himself,
Strengthened at ha holy tahle
by the Rody of Christ, they
then manifest in a concrete way
that unity of the people of God
which is suitably signified and
wondrously brought about by
this most holy sacrament,

Thase who approach the sac-
ramént of Penance obtain par-
don from the mercy of God for
the affence committed against

Him and are at {li§ sank time
reconciléd  with, the Church,
which they have gounded by

their sins, and which by char-
ity, example, and prayer seeks
their conversion. By the sacied
anninting of the sick and the
prayer of her pritsts the whole
Church commends the sick to
the suffering and glorifitd Lord,
asking that He may lighten thewr
suffering and save them (cf.
Jas 5, 15-18), she exhorts them,
moareaver, 1o contribute to the
welfare of the whole people of
God by assocaating themselves
freely with the passion and
death of Christ (¢f. Rom. 8, 17;
Col, 1, 24; 1l Tim, 2, 11-12; I
Pel. 4, 13),

Those of the faithful who are
consécrated by Holy Ovders are
appointed to feed the Church in
Christs name with the word
and the grace of God. Finally,
Christian spouses, in virtud of
the sacrament of matrimony,
whereby they signify and par-
take of the mystery of that
unity and fruitful love which
exists between Christ and His
Church (cf. Eph. §, 32), help
each other to attain tp hofiness
in their married life and in the
Yearing and education of their
children. By reason of their
state and rank 1n life they have
their own special gift among
the people of God (ef. 1 Cor.

7. 7.

From the wedlock of Chyis-
tians there comes the family, in

which new citizens of humanh so-

ciety are born, who by the
grace of the Holy Spiril receiv-
ed in baptism are made chik
dren of God, thus perpetuating
the people of God through the
centuries. The family 15 so to
speak, the, domestic Church, In
it parents should, by théir word
and example, be the first

préachers af the faith to their
chlldan ‘they should encour
age them in the' vocation which
it proper to erch of thém, fos
tering  with special care  voca-
tion 10 A sacred state.

Fortified by s many and
such powerful means of salva
tion, all the faithful. whatever
their condition or state are call-
sd by the Lord. tach in hix own
wav. to that perfect héliness
whereby the Fither Himself is
parfect. B

ples supernatural discernment
in matters of faith when “from
the. Bishops down to the last of
he lay faithful” (8) they show
universal agreement in matters
of faith and morals, That dis
cernment in matters of faith is
Aroused and sustained Ly the
Spirit of truth. It is exercised
under the guidance of the suc
red teaching authority, in 1aith
ful and respectful obedience o
which the peopiz of God o
cepts thal which is not just the
word of men but truly the word
of God (cf. 1 Thess. 2, 13),
Through it, the peoaple of God,
adheres unwaveringly to the
faith given once and for all to
the saints (cf. Jud. 2), pene
trates it more deeply with right
thinking, and applies it more
£ully in its life.

1t is not only through the sac
raments and the ministries of
the Church that the Holy Spirit
sanctifies and leads the peopis
of God and enriches it with vir
tuts, bul, “alloting his gifts to
everyone according as He wills”
(! Cor. 13, 11), He distributes
special graces among the faith.
ful of every rank. By thess
gifts He makes them fit and

ready to undertake the various

tasks and offices which contrl-
bute toward the renewal and

dullding up of the Church, ac”

cording to the words of the
Apostle: “Theé manifestation of
the Spirit is given to everyons
for profit® (1 Cor. 12, 7).,

These charisms, whether they
be the more outstanding or the

more simple and widely diffus.

ed, are to be récelved with
thanksgiving and consolation for
they are pertectly suited to and
useful for the needs of the
Church. Extraordinary gifts are
not Lo be sought after, nor are
the fruity of apostalic labor to
be presumptuously expected
from their use; but judgment as
to their genuinity and proper
ust belongs o those who are
appointed leaders in the Chu

to whaoss special competen
beiongs, not indeed to extin.
guish ‘the Spirit, but to test all
things and - hold fast to that
whith is good (cf. 1 Thess §,
12, 18, 21). '

All Invited

13. ANl men are called to be
long to the new people of God.
Wherefor® this people, while
remaining oneé and only one, I
t0 be spread throughout the
whole world and must exist in
all apes, so that the decree of
God's will may be fulfilled. In
the beginning God made human
nature one and decreed that all
His children, seatteved as they
were. would finally be gathered
togsther as one (cf. Jo. 11, 52).

It was for this purpnse that
God“gent His Son, whom He ap-
pointed heir of all things (cf.
Heb., 1, 2), that He might ba
teacher, king and priest of all,
the head of the new and uni
versal people of the sons of Gad.
For this too God gent the Spinit
of His Sen as Lord and Life-
giver. He it is who brings to-
gether the whole Church. and
each and every one of those who
believe, and wha is the well-
spring of their unity in the
teachifig of the apostles and in
fellowship, in the breaking of
bread and in prayers (cf. Acts
2,42).

It follews that though there
are mnany nations there is hut
one people of God, which takes
fls citizens from every race,
making them citizens of a king-
dom which is of a heavenly
raither than of an earthly na-
fure. All the faithful, scattered
though they be throughout the
world, are in communion with
each other in the Holy Spirit,
s0 that “he who occupies the
see of Rome knows those afar
at his members” (9). Since the
kingdowm of Christ is nol of this
world (cf. Jo. 718" 36) the
Church or people of God in
establishing that kingdom takes
nothing away from the temporal
welfare of any people. Rather
does it foster and take to itsclf,
incofar as they are good, the
ability, riches and customs in
which the genius of each peo-
ple  expresses  itself. Taking
them  to  itself it purifies,
strengthens, elevates and conse-
crates them. The Church in this
is nringful that she must work
with &hd for that King to whom
the nations were given for an
inhéritance (Ps. 71, 10; Is. 9,
47, Apoc. 71, 24).

This charactenstic of univer-
sality which adorns the "people
of God is a ‘Rift from the Lord
Himself. Bv reason of it, the
Cathalic Church  strives  con-
santly and with due effect to

bring all humanity and all its -

possessions back to its source
in Christ, with Hirn as its head
and united in His Spirit.

In virtue of this catholicity
ehelf individual part contributes
through its speciat gifts to the
good of the other parts and of
the whole Church. Through the
common sharing of pfds and
through the common effort to
Attain  fulnéss in  unity, the
whole and each of ths parts re-
¢sive Increase. Not-Galy, then,

bers arises- eithier by ré i
théir dunties, as is-the cAse (vith

-thoss who éxercie thie sacre

ministiy for the good of thetf .
brethren, of by reason of their

condlition’ afid state of Tif¢, ab'is
the “casé With' thiee sty Who
ehter the religious stats and,
tending toward holinéss by &
narrower path, stimulate their
brethren by their éxample,
Moreover, within the Church
+particular  Churches- hold a

* rightful place; these Churches

retain  their own - tradition:

without in any way opposing
the primacy of the Chair of-
Peter, which presides over the
wholé assembly of charity and
protects legitimate differénces,

yet recelved thé Gospel are 1o
B “l!téd I various ways tb the

R ‘peoplé of God. In the first place

¢

while at the same time assuy-:

ing thut such differences do not
hindér unity but rather con-
tribute toward it.

Between all the parts of thé
Church theré remains a “bond
of close communion whereby
.they share spiritual riches,
apostolic” workers and tempural
resources. For the members of
the people of God are called to
share these goods in common,
and of each of the Churches
the words o} the Apostle hold
good: “According to the gift
that each has received, admin-
ister It {o one another as good
stewards of the manifold gricé

“of God™ (I Pet. 4, 10).

Roman_Catholics

147 This Sicred Counti! wishes
to turn. its sttention firstly to
the Catholic faithful. Basing it.
#eIF upon Sacred Scriptire and
Tradition, it teaches that the
Church, nbdw sojourning on
earth ms an exile, i necessary
for salvation. Christ, present to
us in His Body, which is the
Church, is the one Mediator and
the Anique way of sqlwa}lon. In
explicit terms He Himyell

firmed the necessity of fd th
and baptisin (cf. Mc. 18, 18, Jo.
3, 5) and thereby affirmed nlso
the necessity of the Church,
for through baptism as through
a door men enter the Church.

Whomever, theréfore, knowing
that the Catholic Church was

made necessary by Christ, would -

refuse to enter it or to remxin
in it, could fiot be ssved.

They are fully incorporated ‘

in the society of the Church
who possessing the -Spirit of
Christ, accept her entlte sys.
tem and all the means of sal.
vation given to her, and are
united with her as part of her
visible bodily structure and
through her with Christ. who
rules her through the Supreme
Pontiff and the bishops. The
bonds which bind men to the
Chuyrir in a visible way are pro-
fession of faith, thé sacraments,
and ecclesiastical governmént
and Communion. |

He is not saved. however,
who, though part of the body of
the Church, does not persevere
in charity. He remalns indeed
in the bosom of the Church, but,
as i were, only in & "bodily”
manner and not “in his heart.”
All the Church’s children should
remember ‘that their exalted
status is to be attributed not
to their own merils but to the
special grace of Christ. If they
fail moreover to respond to that
grace in thought, word and
dred. not only shall they not be
saved but they will be the more
severely judged.

Catéthumens who, moved by
the Holy Spirit, seek with ex
pticit intention to be incorpor.
ntea into the Church are by that
very intention joined with her,
With lave and solicitude Moth.
er Church already embraces
them as her own,

Other Christians

J5. The Church recognizes that
‘i mrny ways she is linked with
thase wwho, being baptired, sré
honared with the name of Chris
tian, though they do not pro
fres the faith in its entirety or
do not preserve unity of com.
munioft with the successor of
Peter. For there are many who
honor Sacred Scripture, teking.
it as a norm of belief and a
pattern of life, and who show a
true apostolic zeal. They loving.
Iy believe in God the Father Al
mighty and in Christ, the Son
of God and Saviour. They are
consecrated by baptism, in
which they are united with
Christ. They also recognize and
arcept other sacraments within
their own Churches or ecclési-
astical communities.

Many of them rejoice in the
episcopate, celebrate the T{Ely\

UWe must becall the people to-
. nhom the testxment ant the
promises were:given ind From
wlom Christ was bom: sccord-
ing-to.the fiesh (ef Rom. 9,

‘ j 43). .o

. On account, of their fathers
this pople remalts most Aesr
to God, for Gud doés not repent
of the glits He makes nor of
the calis F¥e i{ssues (cf. Rom.

“11, 2879), But the plan of s

’

Eucharist and cultivate devo.

tinn toward the Virgin Mother
of Gorl. They afso-share with us
in prayer and other spiritual
benefits. likewise we can say
that in some real way they are
joined with us in the Holy
Spirit, for to them too He giyes
His gifts and graces whereby
He is operative among them
with His sanrtifying power,
Seme indeed He has strengthen.
ed to the extent of the shed-
ding ot their blood. In all of
Christ®e  disciples the Spirit
arousex the desire to be peace
fully anited, in the manner de-
terminred by Christ, as one flock
under one shepherd, and He
prompts them o pursue this
end.

Mother Church nevér ceases
to pray. hope and work that
this may come about She erx-
horts hér childran to purifica
tion .and renewal so that the
sign of Christ may shine more

vation alss includés thosé who
acknovledge the Creator. In the
first place amongst thésé thers
-ard the Masulmans, who, pfo-
fessing' t6  hold the faith of
Abraharfi, along with us adore
the ‘one ad meérelful God, who
on the lagt day will judzé revkn.
kind. Ner is God fif distant
from those who in shadows and

images seoks the unknown God, -

for it i5 e who gives to all
meft i and breath and - Al
things (cf. Acts 17, 25:28), and
as Saviour wills thif all mén bs
saved (cf. [ Tim. 2, 4).

Thost siso can attaln to sl
vation who through no fault of
their own &o not kmow the Gos-
pel of Christ or His Church, yot
sincerely seek God and moved

- By grace strive by their Geeds
to do His will as it is krown
to them through the dictates of
conscience, Nor dots Divine
Providente deny ithe helps
necessry, For salvation to thots
who, without' blame “on 'their
part, have mot yat arrived at an
explicit knowledge of God and
with His grace strive to live
a good life. Y

Whalever good or truth I
found amomgst them is looked
upon by thre Church as a prep-
aratiofl f{or the Gospal. She
knows that it is given by Him
who enlighitens all men so that
they may £imily have life. But
often men, deceived by the Evil
One, have berome fantastic in
their notioras and have exchang-
ed the truth of Ged for & lie,
serving thie creature rather
than the Creitor. Or some there
are vwho, ¥iving and dying in
this world -without God, sre left
finally in a state of hopeless
ness. Wherefore to promote
the glory of God and procurs
the sivatton of all ths fore-
mentioned, and mindful of the
commmnd ©f the Lord, “Preach
the GospeF to every crexturs™
€Mk. 18, £6), the Church f{os-
ters the missions with care and
atténtion,

To the Whole World

. 17 As the Son was. sent by the
Father (cf Jo. 20. 21), so He
too dant the Apostles, saying:
“Go, thereford, maks disciples
of all natiomns, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of
the Son ared of the foly Spirit,
tearhing thim to observe all
thinas whatssewer 1 have ecom-
manded you. And behold T sm
with you all days even to the
consumimation of the world”
(Mt 21, 18-20)

The Chureh has reteivedd this
solemn mandate of Christ t&
proclaim the saving truth from
the aposties and mmt carry it
out (o the very ends df the
earth (o, Atls 1, B). Wherefote
she makes the words of the
Auvsstle her own: “Woe to me,
if T do not preach the Gospel™
(I Cor. 8, £6), and continues un-
ceasihgly to send heralds of the
Gospel un%il such time as the
infant chuzches are fully estab-
lished and canp themselves con-
tinue the work of eévangétizing.
For the Clrurch is compelled by
the Holv Spirit to do her part
that Gad's plan may be fully
realized, wwherehy He hag con-
stituted Chrrist as the Source of
salvatien for the whole world.

By the proclamation of the
Gospel she prepares her hearers
to receive and profess the faith,
She gives them the dispositions
necessary for Daptism, snatches
themn fronz the slavery of error
and of idels and Incorporates
themn in Christ so that through
charity they may grow up inte
full maturity in Christ. Through
her work, whatever good is in

the minds and hearts of men,.

whatever good lies latent ¥n the
réligious practices and cultyres
of diverse peoples, 5 not only
saved frorm desfiuaction but is
also cleansed, raised up and per-
fected unto.the Ei~*¢ of God,
the confusion of the Jdevil m;i
the happimaess of man.

The obligation of spreading
the faith is imposed on every
disciple oF Christ, according to
his state, Although howetet, all

the faithful can Dbaptige, the’

priest alome can “romplete the
building tp of the Body. in the
eucharistic sacrifice. Thus are
fulfilled the wordy, of  God,
spoken through His prophet:
“From tlze rising of the sun
until the poing down théreof
‘my name is great among the
gentiles, and in every place a
clean oblation’ is sacrificed and
gffered up in my name” (Mal
, 11).

Inthis way the Church both
prays and labors in order that
the entire world may become
the People of God, the Body of
the Lord and the Templs of
the Holy Spirit, and that in
Christ, the Head of atl, all
hontor andd glory may be rend-
ered to tkes Creéatar and Father
of ths Unrivérse.

.
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