. Pligrimage

To Mexico

A two week pligrimage to
the shrines and churches of
Mexico will he led by Rev.
Henry Atuwell, editor of the
Catholic Courler Journal, the
last week of January and the

first week of Fehruary.

The tour will include visits
to Guataiupe, famed shrine of
the Blessed  Viegin Mars, In
Mexieo City, also (’h\‘l‘l'(‘h(‘s “al
Tepozntian, Taxco, Cuernavaes,
the Astec pyramlds and three
days at Acapulen,

{amplete details and reserva-
tlons may he arranged with the
Sargent Travel Agency, Roches
ter, or by writing the Catholic
Comrler, 35 Seln SL, Rochester.
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One Short Lesson to Learn ‘about Africa:

By GARY MacEOIN

MacEoln has just
maonths of travel

completed

(Gary
around the

thitteen

world He vovered more than 50,000 miles.

and visited seven countries of Europe,
fitteen of Africa, thirteen of Asia and
two of latin America. He retuins with
material for two hooks, one on Africa,
ane on the place of the Christian 1n to-
days world. He has summee up his major
rencllons in a senes of five articles of
which this 1s the third )

The baste facts nbout Africa today are
not hard to find. They stare the observer
in the face.

« The first is that the boundaries of the
pew nalinng of ex-colonial Africa are art)-
ficial Created for the convenmence of the
colopial powers less than a century ago,
they lack historical, geographical, racial or
Iinguistic justification.

Many of these new countries Include
within their terrllory traditional enemies.
The colonial power maintained an equilib.
rium, protecting the weaker from the
stronger. Now the protection has heen
withdrawn, leaving the weak to be gob-
bled up by the strong, as is happening in
southern Sudan, Llsewhere, boundaries
split a tribe or a religiously united group,
as on the Kenya-Somali horder, provoking
clakhes and raising clalms for horder ad-
Justment,

Yet there 1s no practical alternative to
the present frontiers. The only natural
political umit is the tribe, and it Is usually
ton smali {0 merit cons{deration as a sov.
ereign division. Some Afiican countries
contain hundreds of trihes speaking their

mutuaily incomprehensible languages and
dialects.

One may seck federations of groups
of neighboring countries as 3 Jong-term
aim, but the fostering of internal unity is
all that is currently practicable in most
cases. And this means a long future of
instability and bloodshed. Yet even here,
one ‘must retain persjective, The student
of medieval Europe knows the centuries’
of war that accompanied the develapment
of its now great nations.

‘The next fact is that there is no polith
cal democracy in the Western sense inthe
new countries of Africa. The primary
reason is that the institutions do not exist
and cannot be artificially created. Illiter.
acy prevents the vast majority from even
understanding the issues. The few who
can must usually follow the dictates of
the local boss or tribal head.

In consequence, the forms of democracy
inherited from colonialism are fast being
replaced by one-party systems that to us
seem extremely close to the monolithle
structure of the Communist regimes, The
change has heen introduced not only by
left-leaning Nkrumah of Ghana but by °
moderate Nyerere of Tanganyika who in.

> sisty that 1t s dictated by concrete needs

and is compatible with democratic free-
doms. The compatibility with democricy
remains to be estahlished. The concrete
nced is evident, hecause there is no sense
of public duty or morality to balance the
fust for personal power, avarice and
vanity.

Fact number three is that Africans are
united on one issue, {f on nothing else.

What survives of the colonisl era on the
continent must be liguidated. We in the
West tend o think that the process is
substantially complete and a new equilib-
rinm already establiished on the continent,
The African view is very different. The
freedom of all Africans is in jeopardy
while one remains in bondage.

Whether the liquidation of colonialism
réquires the physical withdrawal of the
whites, some of whom are settled in
Africa for centuries, is a guestioh which
Africans consider these wirites themselves
must answer, B

What is clear in the minds and inten.
tions of black Africans {s that politiial and
economic domination by whites minori.
ties must end where it survives, and that
soclal discrimination by whites must end
everywhere,

This objective has been attained in the
recently freed countries It i1s proceeding
in Northern Rhodesta and in the remain-
ing British colontes of Bechuanaland, Ba-
sutoland and Swazland, all of which are
moving rapidly towards sell-government.
The issue remains, nevertheless, in a vast
region in the south of the continent, in
Portuguese-held Angola and Mozambique,
in the self-governing British possessions of
Southern Rhodesia, and in both the
Republic of South Africa and the trust
territory of South-West Africa which it
administers.

The independent states of black Africa
and the Arab League statés of North
Africa encourage independencé move.
ments in al} these territories. They know
very well, however, that South Africa's

economic and military power s over
wheimingly greater” than their combined
strength, and that today's majof wéapors
must be sabotage, guerrilla war arid such
world opinion as they can muster,

They are confident, “nevertheless, that
Portugal's présence in Africa will not sur-
vive the Salazar regime, and an indepen-
dent Angola and Mozambique will repre-
sent a major advance for them and &
substantial outflanking of the remaining
satient. They
would readily embark on 2 military ad.
venture to relain control of the “labor

force of these Portuguese territories, with. . |

out’ which thelr: gold mines would be in
serious trouble, but they belisve that for
once the West and the Sovist bloe would
Jjoun in action to prevent such a crude
revival of colonialism,

. Meanwhile, the position of the West, in-

cluding the United States, on this issus
of human rights in southern Africa will
play a major part in the evolution of
Afrtcan attitudes towards us,

As of now, Africa Is obsessed with a
fear of what It calls neo-colonialismi. It
interprets all help from the United States
and 1ts allies as motivated by a desire to
consolidate economic contro] over Africa
as a prejude to renewing political control.
It sees South Africa, Southern Rhodesia
and the Porluguese terrilories as the
“white salient” held for the purpose of
mounting the counterattack,

If we fail to take a clear stand on the
moral issue, each time the question of
human rights in this region s raised at
the United Nations or elsewhere, we con-
firm the black Africans In thelr conviction.

vecognize that South Africa.
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Yeur chance to own a beautiful winter coat

-

and save money for gift shopping, tool

. - 1]
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Come choote from selacted groups of the handsomest coat 1 I :

fashions going . . . untrimmad or lavishad with fur .., af prices t

. to plaase every budgat. Sacond Floor coats: Sizes & to lB/or .

missas and petites. Third Floor Budget ceats: 6 to 18 sizes. And n

‘ mors’great values at Forman's Culver-Ridge! .

- ] 4 | | :
n Second Fleer Coats, fur trimmed

| eitra '1% 3 185.00 to 215.00 " Now 148 oo' :

‘ - reg. 185.00 to 21500 . ..... . i

' GROW-POWER at “T 4 per year rS : :

) Second Floor Coats, untrimmed.. )

. tlaysinDecember from December 1 reg. 110,00 fo 12500 ... NOW 88,00 ;

Second Floor Coats, untrimmed,
reqg. 150.00 t0 160.00 ...... NOW 108.00

Just. open a Community sav-
Ings accoeunt—or add to your
present one—by December
14. Earn immediate inter-
est compounded and paid
quarterly, from Decem-

ber 1. Bring In yodr ‘
deposit or mail It by December 14, Both
ways, you'il hit pay ¢.rt at Communityl

You feel 10 feet tall when

. you Join other budding

‘ W% cantatists at Commun ty,

' Save all you can row

< ard gethalf a month's

head start on Com-

munity's big 4%%

per year dividends. That's 4%:%, the
t~p interest rate paid In town,

Third Fleoor Coats, fur trimmec
req. 100.00 to 120.00 NOW 88.00

for Christmas . . .
MINK TRIMMED CASHMERE

The gitt she « alwave wanted Fine
imported cashmere collared 1
heavenly soft natural munk. 578
White, Beige. Black. Sizes 16.42 ,
C- "
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- Third Eloof Coats, untrimmed,
req. 55.00 and 60.00 . ..... NOW 44.00
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