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By JOBN COGLEY
Special Correspondent

- Vatican City ~(RNB)~ The
fifth week of the cufrent ses
sion of the Ecumenical Council
was & stormy seagon in Rome.
It rained almost evéry day, and

‘the thood of the Council

matched the weather: some-
timss turbulent, more often
dank and dreary, with ocea-
sional periods of sunny relief.

The week bagan with a cor.
xidor crisis In the College of
Cardinals, It ended with a group
0! Bastern Rite proplates hurl-
ing s barrage of criticlsm
sgainst the draft on the Orien.
tal Churches prepared Ior the
Fathers' comsideration,

In beiwesn there was a full-
‘scale digcussion. of the schema
.on “Priestly Lite and Ministyy,"
& séries of “propositions” which
was received with something

(Jest than  enthusiasm by thel

bmmps and with downright dis
-appointment by most of the
‘simple priests tn the aula, who,
of course, hid no opportunity
-to. spesk their minds before the
Aasgemmbly. A handful of parish
priests were especially invited
o talk.

“T0 ADD to the general flat.
naas of the wesk's proceedlngs
an address I ~ English) given
Fathers by a

tish lay audlmr as the wind-
:ixp of their discursions of the

spnstolate turnied out to be
A disappointment. It was ilven
by Patrick Keegan, normaily. a
‘highly articulate veteran of the
LCatholic soclal - movement In
‘England,

As a purveyor of platitudes
snd sodality piety, Mr. Keegan
was out of character. The milky
rhetoric of his speech gave no
hint of the real man who de-
livered it, probaby because he
was speaking not merely for
Jimselt-but for all lay auditors
and had to reflect a least-com
:mon-denommntor bixndness,

' “Nevertheless it was a sad cli-
{max to the carcer of a fiery pi.
nneer in the work of “declerical-
Y2ing" the Church.

&
1 “You can't please everyone,”
Mr. Keegan explained at the
Amorican Blshops Press Pane)
when someons asked why his
remarks seemed to have heen
drafted with precisely that goa!
in mind.

The four-day crisis of course
Jvas widely publiciezed in the
general press. It was oceasioned
by still ons more maneuver by
the die-hard conservative forces
4n the Roman Curia to manage
the Counci) against the will of|
4he majority of the Fathers
this time by relocating the pro-
posed declaratipn on the -Jews
{rom the schoma On Ecumenism
(where it 13 in the hands of
Cardinal Boas commission) to

- the schema On the Church

{where it would bs in the hands
! the less libera] Doctrinal
Tommission), and by setting
up & bdoard of review heavily
welghted In favor of known op-
nants"of the religious liberty
s¢héma to pass on that declara
tion after {t is redrafted by
Catdinal Bea's commission,

There was general apprehen-
slon among the Fathers that
these moves would result in
eviscerating both documents,
which have become focal points
for the conservative-progressive
gtruggle in this session. Resent.
ments were also set up by a re-
port that the text on episcopal
collegiality was being tampered
with by the conservative forces

who conh‘ol ‘lh& .mi
Couneil, .

ta the Councii Fathers as a €al
for the record.

group of cardinaly moeling 4
the home of Csﬂo*na & Carlt
Frings, declded

rectly to the Holy Father s

though not the. untlment of t’hg

All thiy wu done by prlvate ‘
eommunication between highly
placed Curikl prolates—and. it}
Rome were not & motorigualy
dafficult place to keep a steret
£ might have been pressnted|intent on' iving, The tension]
tsubsided ther a8 quickly as it|
accompli, But wum? hou})s thg 3
whoip city knew of it, thoixgh|
o une in authority would speak|’ Throuslmut thit Wholk. pe-

Q g
vmm dogiiments y they

Tdse. four . day ‘ea

riod, however, “the jourﬂausm
In the city had to.live on tu:

High authority, however, Al)jmors. No highly placad prelates
act, prompily and decisively. Alwere speaking Cor the rvecord—m

tthey sUil have not, ‘Even the
iftreatment of the gubject of the

0 oal dl]Amoriean  Pregs Panel  was
‘pi: il something lexfthnn eandld, Nojmade to the efliclmnih it wed. di:bln “& At reduded to subsrdinatel, i,

did so, thereby nipphag {he pImiréporier daréd even ask a

Amsrican hierarclles,

Ritter of §t. Louls and Cirdém

ve two American cardinals|2y 8 referonce to the
lnTR):me at the time, (‘Ca}‘diﬁg\lﬂ governing the pancl and then,

in the bud, Among them wero|stralghtforward question in the
ropresentatives  of the RBuro|conipiratorisl atmposphare.
pean, Latin Ameriean and Norih

One who did venture mcircu
itous inquiry was first yut off
‘tules”

j|after the yeporter complalned

Meyer of Ohleago. were among|®f “legalism® which h

those who signed the petition

cautious and deliberate prelate,

tirnj, steady, and decisive lesid-

and others in Rome.
cardinals was almost univerdal-

bishops and perill ore the scets,

clergy.

intellectusl power and Imflu

to live.

'the Social Regiater.

or, Rcspecl for him has since
zo-med ameng Council FaingssfSurrently a discussion of the

was happoning, Some of s
most  significant “politicking”

necessary In Fatt was devited|in Coungjl were discussing the
by a group of bishops andschens,originally entitied “On| g

priests, almost all Americans, priasts*” '
who for_ the duration of the risty” and then cut bugk 192}

Council fiave formed a Kind of
loose-knit community in a large
pensions open onky to the

A room in the pensione Willa
Nova is now rou%htw the cltrl.
cal equivalent of a listing (njcal aspects of clerical life and

been trequontly denouncéil ln
the Councli aula), he was given

Cardinal Meyer, a naturally|a reply which was a model of

evaston. In the meantime, most

emergéd, during thass aiticlof the panel members et with
hours when the fats of ' the|stony faces, visibly nervous; the
Council's recent work toérnod|newspaper J)eopio were almmy
to hang in the balance, as s embarrasse

In the United States there is
need tor “hopesty 1in the

The action of the pratesting| Church:” s ainn&ﬁcmce was

pointed up dramatically during

ly backed up by the Amerian|tose hours of impénding crisls

when there was a great oulpour

many of whom were -indigrrit fng of private garrulousness a
whe they got news of gty )m’z}bu‘: direction vérging n

¢ Junexreal,
the memﬁmé. the Fnthérs

serles-of propositiany called 20
kstly 1Ms and Ministry® '

There was widespread dissat.
isfaction among them with
fact that the ordinary cler

This houss fs a bethive of 8 i :
activity, discussion, and clerical gfrz‘m::nfhfi:ﬁk&m‘:&m;{

camaraderie. It It vislled byl given bishops and the laity, it
eminent non-American Fathen, 3,3 an "lns‘\)xlt" to pr:ests}vs'avld

who enjoy particlpating In the L h o
discusstons héid there, and has Eﬂmgf Clhu&m?g?cl’g:u,nt%m:e

becoms not only & centex off gy,0p the scherma to a series of

propositions — a complaifit re-

ence but the most “In” plae® 10f| ceated. by other bishops in the
the American clorgy in Rome Inl! apnd many priests outside
it.

'i'ha discugsion vesrdd hack
and forth between the practl-

the setting of high spiritual
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dinge, baptims, tureral ] tnd: ixéxéquired 1o apply|;
.,‘f{"g;&'.‘, "’?.,f”h ".{,ﬁzf"“ ThilF frequent’ exhumﬁou wlt dodility -to. the- %ﬁ :
newly nambd Hungarin prel.| Weid Iy actordance with the ex- ut‘hi?t pérmissions uﬂd irgee] ™y
ate, should be put in a conmuion lﬂn‘ ordor, and tha l”éﬂt ves. § eps Shbm ba takén, hal
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