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Text of Pope Paul's Encyclical on The Church in ModernWorld 
3—Dido^ut 

m*t 

lop.' 

I' 
m -
i itte; 
'mil. 
rot* 

i-h*>-
I'slri. 

at. 

- TOet* it a third attitud* 

«hould^*dopt at thi* period in" 
'the history of th* world, an i t . 
titude characterized by «tifdy 
of the-eentact* which ihbChureb; 
Ou*Mlft~matotain^with.hitmart-.,^ 
tty. If the Church acquires an 
.e*er-growing awareness of it-
•elf, *nd if ,th* Church trie* to 
model itself on the ideal which 
Christ propose* to it, th* result", 

"M Jhtt the Church become! 
-radically .different from th* hu-
"BMIJI environment In which it, 
of course, lives or Which It 
approaches, 

The Gospel'makes u» .recog
nise such * distinction when" It 
speaks to, us of *the world'Vt*-. 
of humanity oppoied Doth to the 
light Of faith and to th* gift o| 
tttfie,? df humanity which êx-
«ltg lutelf to a nsiv* optlmlsni 
which bfeifceVe;* that its own en* 
orgies suffice'to give man com- -~ 
ptete, lasting, and'beneficent 
*elf-expresslort.'Or.^finallv: of 
humanity which plunges iUelf 
into* a crude form of pessimism 
Which declares Us own vice*, 
'weakness** and Choral ailment* 
to be fatal, incurable, and pet> 
haras even desirabl* a* manifes
tation* of freedom and at, au
thenticity. 

Thll I* tht third of ffir** insrollmwnri o f rha f oil fwxt of 

' Pop* Paul'a otKyclical 'Ecelesiom Suam.' T h * flrrt two 

_j*Kfl0n$ i t a H u w i ^ J r h i JUHMI ftwjCi^IUt^t* Jbt_ «wr# _ 

<j«*p1y owar* * f t h * Church'i mrtar* end H » rtwwtj h» 

r*ite^~ th* Church fay stripping a w a y historical develop-

. mtritt tvhteh no jongtr serve u pttifm* in ff*jrood»rrr~ 

HSiiiHar.iKi-lfinai anefler igi tst i iei i ish or ih i • w y e h c o i l i r 

about th t m o d for 'dialogue' wi th men of different faith 

ortd no faith. Th* tftxt of the tncyclical 1$ from NCWC 

1Mtw» Service. 
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,, The^loipel, -which tecognlWA 
denounce*,, pitlea ipd cur««i 

human mlsfortunei -with p«ne-
ttatine - and sometimes with 
hearWendlng ilncarity/doe* not 
yilld to ariy iliuiidn* about the"-
:a*t|ir*|-'Isodnexi of jnah i£af if , 

ihi.Mte ̂ mmmti otwseii 
aiid ;a* sif^M titttoA ««httt 

.; ,«l*>thaift&,bft iift^MftioM • 
pirttt $ifi$tf <c?or4ng M *?«' 
WWrhaji: m 4« liny d<ssbaifihg 
y^ljhitidn. p. iW.mmW 
WrtU|tU<irJt M b.titn|h'natur|^-

The Gospel"!* light, it i» ne*' 
1&*Vit•is.Wferty, it W tebfrfi ; 
I t li .iilvatibn. ,-aehc|,lt bo'lh , 
ireatfi luld; dtfiilea * iypl of !-

' ftfeWllfe,ibqukWhlcir4h8 New " 
Te?tatnerjjtt4lchei'tli*cflfttiiife • , 
bm;L-ind:-rSiparkabi*, l«i>4ori 
Which'la^pftlaediirtha'Wirh. • 
mpl S t WiI;..«5foJt' iBUit'Bot' ' 
fill, ib with the- ttanhert dt thfe 
woridr tjbire tami ba an' inwurd 
bnanj*^ *,;remaldhf b! ^otip 
inindi, W'tbat jfbti cajt iatilfy 
Sfbttwelvea what;"i»/6od'a will,, 
•thh ibb& • t h f e Jhe dtslrabl* • 
t&Jihfl. the; feeffect tting1 fSoav 
i f ; 2). . . . . ; • _ . 

r i W d i s t l W o A bltwbn Ms 

Ufft ol i f ie Wbrlaflnt i l to,d*. 
rive» front the reality andjwm 
the • cphiequeiit recotnltlon of 
lhft\i3mcil{lc|^nfp?ollt|cei in 
its by but: ibirinf |n th# Ja*.. 
chal thyitery aijcli abovi-aii, Jft 
hbly Baptism, wWch, as wai' • 
iata.abbv^.il *ria.ou|ht to b« 
ionildiitd 4 true rebirth* Ajilh -
fit JPafli nsiftind*- us• bf tiiti 
twth>."We-whojwere-,tak«hJup ^ 
into Chrili by Baptfcra M**" < 
been.taken*upt

v aif of tit, into/, 
*lM»wME»-«ttt-4w>tta8r--i»^ 
fiive been burie4with4ira,-dled. 
Uks hlmv thiHa,4M at Chfiat 
j M * j a M d j & M > £ I i i ^ 
jbWIrtroiji th« dead, Wjfc too , 

' mitht live and ffipveVin a *eW •* 
/Idbd of tidtUaco*; (Rett. S, ^ 

to view blfcbriettai and wahdw^ 
.'Otat fonnSof Mii. which mm 
'mi only iusiaM bihi with th* • 
aiap1)irie&;tharr%iuiea front Bit 

,'.at|hi!y W a i s o jrolect Mm-
ifiom aa envirbnpeht' which* 
threaten*, blm isllh fis btota-' 
fion oibuman w^eteh'SdnesMnd 
Wlih îMb Muim bf TiuMn. 

one who fc either clo«« lo it 
and can at iea;t be approached 
through universal effort to 
*har* it* blessing^ 

If, a* w*v j(aid b f̂or*, th* 
Church ha» a. trut tealî atloR 
of what the Lord wishee it to 
be, then within the Chfireh 
ihere arises a 'Unique *ense of 
fultne« and a need for out-
pouring, together with the clear 
awareness o r * mission which 
transcend* th* church, of * 
message; to be spread, i t is the 
dutyjjf evarigellr t̂lon. i t is the 
infsslonary mandate. It 'h ihb 
apostilc commission. , 

An attitude of preservation of 
the tttih la insufficWnt "Cer
tainly >we must preserve' ind 
also ' defend the- treasure of 
truth arid of grace which ha* 
come in u* by way of inheri
tance from the Christian trtdi-
iionk "Keep^aafe What ha? bpen 
entrusted.tofthee", warns St 

' Paul (I Tim. «, 20). But nether 
—ibeijreseirv&tion naMhe-defense 
,' of tht-Faith ĵdiauats the duty 
.iof.ijte Churfch'irtrbgarcl (dth» 

lift* W w i t S b s s ^ l , , , 

the aji^coflsbhant Witb iW 
patrimony recelvefl-ljom.dhr!st 

-iSiih^t ut .si>readuî  otfejj«fe» 
- jCnfittUncipg it. to other?. "WtH 

do we MbWrthat''Cfoingv thets-
iaitt>. rn»* dlisqipterf bf all- na> 
tibhr ( t t 28,19^ h m\t,«t 
cbrotoand, of- Christ, fo 'Hi*-

, iipb$tle«.:' By %it %very i r ^ 
^ap'ojtlea" These-' rain ^ei 
their Ineictpable; kissibn.,. 
fhif intbrM drive, of charity 

.. .ivhlch t*nd§; tb beep* the ;k*. 

. tfrial ^ f t bf- charity vt6 ihall 
ilik the-ham'ft St.dMmh, 

•J .which hal in 1he*«LflitJS.$m» 

/ 

hierarchy tnd to th< dhrlstiau ' -
people" out resolution to jper-
»ev«e, ao hi as our̂ .w«ik en.-
ertiea will permit and, above 
111, ab'far a* tite jgrace of Gaff 
will 0grant tis the liecessary. 
means, In the same direction and 
|ri the same effort to approach 
th* norlft in which Trovidencb 
has destined its to live, with all ' 

Mue reverence iit l»e observed in 
this approach, and with ail due 
solicitude and love. In Order 
that we. may undorstand i t and 
offer it tfcev aU<« of truth and 
of grace of which Christ has 
made .-UK custodians in order 
that *ft tnay communicate to 
the world oujt wonderful deatiny 
of redemption ana of hope, 
pfeepjy-enjjrtved An'bur-hMrt 
ate those words of chriat which 

-,we would bturnbly-DuirTesolutelv 
inalce our own; ''When God 

• lent hli Son lute* the world, it 
wa* wot to reject the world, but 
so that the world might find 
ssdvatl&tt through him" (Jn. 3, 

,17) . _ _ r , _ : 

. - '^fc'ihert,i<neiap1*^t6j^ ! 

iho irahiipejWe'ttt' irfglfi of thb 
diaibguj. WiiJtouaairtthb-yerf 

,ptari of <3od,,|i»llgibn, of tts> • 
sery- natttro, is # refationsMp», 

-'between fiod anfl.niiin. Pr*y|r * 
, e^ressei aucb-a(«wi8tion5lup* 
.in diaiegne. R*velatfbn, i .e, uie» 
ituiwraitutat te'iationship which; 

• GSot Himself, on Mi bwn Ihmui 
itv»,"ha« fitiMfishid•'•jrt&fijief 
nurhari race,'.tth *>e represbntea 
*Mt diaioguein Whlck-fhej "Word 
of Ĵod f$ expressed*. Itt the In- • 
carnation arid therefore'MtHa i 

mml •; \ \ \-^ * . 
Thf lathelif Jand the hbiy • 

"fibnvfetnoa betweeh (Soci, and 
. rnan, intertuptW;, by ;orjgii6Ai -

ate, h»i been jedarvtlbusly, re« 
aukbd In tht cbarab of History. 
The history bf salvation aar-
jratea bxlctly .tola ;.long, and 
cna&gM diilogW which Beglft* 
.With qooTiand bring? fo itnln;'* -
taanjf^pienabrW cbbveraatlbL 
I t J*; in tbti. jconv.er$attbn4of 

.• 0rrrM:aTOonr»WjffrSar,*3r" 
SSJ'tiiSt God allegata t$;unde~r-
et|(n3 Sorrfethlh^ «£ Himself, the 

'mystery.JOI;]BI» iife,uniojie in 
it*'essence, tfiniUfian in it* 
Person** and H* tetf* vsJfnaliy 
Tiow lie wiato to M known; He 
Is tbve*t »nd hbw He wlshfel to 
be: bahored; and *erve4 by tt« 
love Is ottr^pr^mb'corhrnand* 
Hieni Thfe dlilogu* thu* take* 
ott fuE mearunlg afti Ofi.ef* 

- gxouhdi fbf conildfece. The 
cnild is tovileet to lb t&« wj»" 
t ic iinda * m OUtletfrrifc, -*~: 

iniij coinwbn u | a g ^ 

\:M#i*tt&if« ioi'irvtf / , 

' The Church abould enter Into 
" "4ialo$ttey with th* world In 

which it exiats jifid labors.-Thb 
Church- hit abwething Jo fay? 

Hfche Chaich ha* a me5sat*> to ?*• 
'• liver; the Church Jna*'4fc-Cto -
^jbbrdcatierjt t obUe^M- *jr . 

" liritrnb aecrfet thit-ib^im-* 
pbrUnfilcit oLiW'cohterMr-
*ty life bit th* Church rWipex 

. *tf«claity 4n4 fully studlla W -
.' m *cuffi»nidi; cbuhcli, And t o 

tim. no desifb to- undartako 
ihe coricrttb examinatiori of ihb "*' 

Mhem(*j"invoiv*d% ideh itu% 
ill brdfer;4b Jeavete fathir*:o£ 
.the cbnncll M l irebdom in'o*is-

-Hcussfngrthent. Wrwish-onlrtO* ; 
4iavll4 you,'vlrrfrable brethrbn, 

to-preface atieh *tudy with car-
^ t t i f r t ^ ld t t»^n*^OaI* f thtt-
s "We'rte, ttor*olft*rly thimMfvear *r-
'• whicb itapkl- thf Churcbi towtri' 

• - tbe^iplofUerthe^Mthbaf t<rt>#- -
iol|owed, att4 flif ioal* to b« 

. icbiaved. Wis "Wish to ^.vi, not 
fuii''treatment to topic*,, bub 

- ^fopfr^iapwilfeijHo^ 
JlojahiA^wMk we; ti«»-J|ft__ 

W« neeA'to>ie1> tver present 
this fceffaSle, yet ?M telatlbte;' 

j&fifcB ta# dWotu'l, wniel God'' 
thlr father, through Chiiat in 
theVfibiy M<Ai, **s offbreito 

•m -aJiavistihHshed wltE w If 

See ftot S i Saul himtetf 
foaoea .'tfeJ- 0nti«faM of ^t*" 
pfimrtiv.i Cfiutsh: «tbu inust. 
aftt b&nlent lol.bi.ybketeilbw* 

. with tmbbUivera. *ha« W* 18-
, pojatee to do -with itwiekn***?- -
r"-^©al i s "t&eris. in bbrmftoB bi; 

3tweenni|M aM dartaWaef How . 
jaffl fc*ei'fe# ihrw i& WM 
WilSirtiftWeU'' (2„€9fi i- i4.- ' 
%8W clirisaari edueatibri, wilt-: 
:iIW*y*- felv*' to tttniM tbb *tu>..3 

t bfioday blhiS'prtvHegeffjposî l" 
at and of hiteresultant duty # -

iivS in ibe^irerral But not M 
' the Way bf'thfe W8rM, icbbrd* 

Jftif fb tfie.. ab*eiT»eTJtitied"'r 
jrfaybr "«f J e s # tbi? -fflf #*cft; 
pies? * i junlSot asldngi thif thon 
^iduldst tafcs them out o i the 
Woril.', but ;«i*tr:ibotit Jfcbuld*i 
,teep 'tnbhiPbieiufbtWMiffvU,; 

.ib*arcoftvic(ibii;ffi*t the dfalftluej" 
ought to charatterlie oar ipos-
tbffb olfie*,. hiiri a*'w* *«- of- -
•ê cb̂  i fas t t fa l . i ^aeh 'a t t t 
method as Ba*-been hsnded. 
do'wo to urby butfWdebestorar^ 
Of lhej past;; century, begbmlftgi. 
wjlh ti«•' great, MthfiM ML: 

• Altebsi i t f p«r$hUieatlba of 
tb*; ©Mpel character- 61 i h # 
Wife scribe, who, like the; fati*-
er of *4aBSiiyi-.'.'kriow* haw to? 
brinf bo&niWiffd ot« tfifbg* .' 
but i>tbfe toMMrfrhoiise* (Mt-c 

, Jl, o l ^ i n i stately rbanhir b** 
**sumeclb»'fjjmcuob as l*«bei? • 

*M -the-' worltl̂ by^makiBf fte bte 
iect Of hi* ilchist insttuclibH r 

' t f l e ^ i f i t h * light pi WWbtot 
, -o fehta i ' " , ' * ' - " - .•;•'•' 

tbuti 4M M At* irtteceiaof** 
H#yfti weiitdbf. ijr#*bVbur-
•greaecessors,. esplcjaiiy" fope» 
tim~M *nd iowmm x&* 
feive ii*,;fc toalM|ieenW'rjc& 
^|*tritaonyn:bf^e^niat; MM&: 

'WA»;fcflittovef ft tbblovingllnd*-
*h1ignten«a aitempCto4°W d** • 
ilnl JO btiihan fkdofti »bF-«o1b> 

-ai%ect ift m ibstiacf,: 8u* • 
Sffiljf «x|r^etf ift1h -̂̂ )fci*twV 

Cnuirchv ihduid fWEyb'.tb1 ottaot. 
im iW *to feife^ witrt iftrfan. 
"ln1lft;i*c*i,' -; '',-• ' .' 

*h* ttiiiogub of iiivaflbtt Wai 
opened*. JpohiafHSbu'sly -on- tt* 
feifitili^ bi Gftdimi* ,(tiba> t 
toi?«a .u! iirif <t 3n. 4M\ it 
«51 b* v$ io t » ib ttki tbe 
inftiitive^n>xteAdiDt to" inert 
jtijti i imi dlilojmfc wjttteufc 
yMtit> to I* itomoheot If i t •'"-, 

'•-• The tHaioguev- of ijalvatlea: 
began. Wfith ^hatite'- Wift-ihs. 
i&mi Ĵ bdrJeas: "Qui. ao Jbye* 
thi- -wbrltf as* to .«$y* Hi*: -oily.-' 
»«iitte*^6h,»'a-a3, m i neih-
-K* but flrlent an* uffisllltert 
low ahoald fcoSvat* .oat oia-

l 

ft-

,--oW« 

»*3tfiiiS 

A 4 i the 
(.jj^a|te'. «*;•{) 

fX"^&0$M:-- );••'•, 

:-fer;!Kcm:e*;-^--bit-":c;bhtempfc: 
,WIet tbr^ttrcn distirtgUis-BB^ 
itefit ÎsbM'.WrtfanT: ^ftuiev:.lt' 

'* drseS STbt Sppo*€ it)|elf tbilMntaH^ 

• tawmi.Mpmt.ismm t&,-
'• "*eiBftsa% W:-^Srlkir •4n|ibrlht; 
' ihv-|" 'Coa^gi«»;;rdi?easeiJ#'t. 
.aad^ tae l itofe*gcB-. ii^aibHJf 
;;ia;':.-*lMlSi®te%"^IeJ|Mtbf-' 

-'^riagf :.pt^>#*';,-ftayW 

4&m .•fbfdtte^^;ih^wn;-'.lC>;, 

interest InaM for lor . for any 

,^._...j.iiy'*¥4htsba^eif.*tt|hisi»; .. 
•ifr^'i|a^'iiSt^tft*Sefts«>M'--

46^el.e^peae1iici:.kttd-lfie-#d:e^< y 
-. -4^dtftir4f^e5?«dnteffipiJrar^, t .• 
.. ;^lb^;A%d;-f M-IBbttbi: «Sli8cH • -
. i t$etf , is i ignet^d' ' jusayso^ . 
# SastorSl ii&iXtm^UitOi WBulct 

.%S.-*bpp?leiy.JoBiSe^:*s;-th« -
s, ĵ Jecfibft bf: $M:tWsti$iM& •? 
- /-•sW-W^^l j^e^B^bfr- t im < 
-i.fflWgThWS. thi,*pjee)EBV &&&* 
i-'Mmji^m^Mbm- ol-faat. 
,"iftM«s%.sbt':tttt-; Wfa.ttm- '••-
-^ydaf^;Mrac1*; . i rg##4i j^- - -
^•BlK^:Beibf6 :cbnv^tirjg, I h i 

^^•#et:«ntiatr Mel Mba :iid<mr. 

ft) i dttlbMiS * f Weitioii Wat 
Kot projBbrlUoriibt -ft ft* merit* 
ofrtBbses lA'wiurt-whoin it wa .̂. 

. Id2rect^ ft^-ltf-tfi* fesulf*-
;- <tljreb?ifc WSjilrt - achieve^fe fail 

- *w-^|cbieve^«3feji-who' *»•; 
• .ftEMhy aeef ' rto.1 payiician.^ 

€EiK"f*: §®i :"£& --also^oiir own . 
istiaibauf! -OUgnt*#-bl wiu1fi# 

.'. ;Iirb1lt::oft-:iiiterlo-e;ip^l':- i 

,. 4o|,#5i®tea)iy': iSice'-.ibflybie &k 
, » - | c e | | t % ituwat.f .ttSineMbui-. 
I .mm.0 ty* Wbrctrt

:aWfbugTi 
';;' .;-placini: *- .vast- **Js|cSfabBity;;b|t -• 
- . fe&*-;&WSrd" fwUbai i t -Wat &&>: 
• • ecttd<e^;'MiM,;4l>,v<e*Srib<«--

j ^ ; i e f t ^ e p j & e * -t*r«pfinct-. 
.• "to'.-ftot q^eri-&.%#$• ffl? 

mwft&Mm&miMi&L ist>-
. ^ffc)."sjnd .ftefr dW»«rifMttvti' 

. #ow*rM-ire-'m is-ttrmm-
' adapte1«-;-'t» -tb«:«itot««i--.ia;'e4i 

? v jmfc:&&a0^M 'tte -"atelpih-. 

, • - mm t^i^s0kf'mm. 

With full respect for petaonai 
and, civio freedom. 

The dialogue: of aatvation wa» 
. Jnadfljert»jflbt«_to~jllL. it_V*t 

destined for all without distinct 
«oa m, Col. ». MH in «*« 
manner our own diialogfte 5hor,ld 

-be potentially 4ini%*r*aJrier*Hi. .-. 
ciuiifiil *ft, jetteptihg only bn* 
who woulfl either absolutely're* 
ject it ox inibuarrely pretenS 
to accept i t 

The dialogue of salvation" ju»v 
msHy experienced a gradual; 
4bvelopment, auecesslvo advap-; 
ces, humble beginnings before 
complete aucces* <«f &fc Vfo 
$L) Ours, toô  will fake cogn> 
xanc;e- 6f the slowness Of psy
chological and histor|eat ma
turation and bf the need t% 

* wait for- the hour when Go/a 
hjay maie eur diatbgue effec
tive. tJot for this reason will 
our dialogue postpone till to* 
morrow what it jean accomplish 
today; it <iught to be eager fbr 
iht opportune moment; it ought 

. tb sense the prcclousness bf 
time (cf Eph. 4, 18), Today, 
l e . every day,, our dialogue 
abould begin .again; we, father 
thafc thos* tbwara. whohi it is 
directed, should take the initia
tive, 

As 1* clear, the relationship* 
between the Church and the 
uortd can assume many'mutu
ally different aspect*. ̂ Theoretf* 
cally speaWngrthe Church could 
set its imind on reducing such 

1 lelitloqihips to » minimum, (jft-
^bAvsrlng tb b la te Mei f from 
.dealln't* with secular socleity? 
jittsta*4toouid;«etittelf thbrtsk 

• bf pointing b.ut th* evil* t h # 
can be found in secular) society, 
conctbmbtag tbemf and dectarlrjg 
cruŝ d̂ ss t|aiast'tftbm, *0 ajso 
it bbuid apbrbacb; to clo^a, t# 
secular *ociety,;l*. tb strive to 

•eiert** preponderant influtrico 
On it br *W *° *3t*ecls*i a theft* 
cra îb pbwbr over itae.tlstbff. 

,. "$uf44f aebma-to a* ihatHho 
rblatibhshfp bf tba Chjtrcb io 
th* Wbrld, without precludinii 
Other legitimate fbrma of ex-

" tresalon, c*n bb Teprliented 
better in * dialogue, not, of 
"course, a dialogue ih a tinlvbcal 
'̂ bnse, but rather a dialogues 
ad*pt*|Ht^ fh*. natut*, of tht 
teterlbcutor, and. lb factual bit-
cumst*nces (thfe dialogs* with 
a 6hild differs ^ o n v ^ l t with 
i n adult,*, that with a believer 
from"ih#t witb an.un.belibvbr). 
TJjI* hai WinJultested » M 
cusfbm, whlcH hi* by n # be> 
cbrai wideinreacT, of conceiving; 
thfe ril*tl6n!|nip* b^tWbinfto 
aacrad and the secular in term* 
jbJLfhl fiai^bMoini oynamjsM 
of .modern «bete& to tettnt of 
the-piurallsm of ifs'aiajoifesta-
tions,; HSaMase te terras o£ th« 
maturi^ 6f man, be h i lejiglbus 
or dot, enabled fhrobib atcular 
educitlOH td thiak\ to aieak afldt 
to act thtbuiJif th* dignify Of 
dialogue. 

- 1 -- ^Courttay to AW — 
• Tli^.AnBA'of relaUonihip 

fa&icaitt? a proposal of courte-
Oai- esteem,- Of underafandins 
and of goodness on the part of 
the" on* who toaugar*tes**%r 
dialOgu«_|t eatcludei the * 
"priori cwndemlaTIon, lh¥6ffen-
-aive and fime>worn polemic and 
" empaness bf usele** cooveraa-
tion, tt thtS 4pprbjlbh dob* hot 

^*im i i effectint tb* immbdiat* 
cohverslbn Of the interlocutor, 
inaartttch a"* if respects' both 
hlsf digritty *nd his ftreedons, 
nevertheietsf it doe* dim at 

- fierpteg him, ajftdJtric&_ib dis-
pase b t e foe A fuHer abarlflg 
of sentiments and convictions. 

.* "Hence, the dialbghe* stippolRi 
•Biitwe poPUTi §im of rmna 
Which Wei intend tb cbmmuni-
tate'to other* and to- fbife|; Itt 
i l l te neighbors: It is } it&ie 
of .mind ol eie Wbo feblis within 
feimielf fit* burden df trie ip&s« ' 

- ftylmlida^ofoMWMfeiiii--
*e*\wif he can »o Ibngeif. usev 

- -p«rate'-luli-0.wn^«ilvfflbn pjM 
'•-tt* endeavorloiav* ot>*ra, 6f ' 

*|e- wh» strive* cbnsfantly to 
-p^"tM-J^ess|Jfe-6f:*rttch:l»e-» 
«ustbdfin into, the."jnaiH*bteaitt 

-of humandbscottts**:, . . 

';> :^ho'-diatbgUf-^'ffiie«» av»«-
^ihod.bf «tcOtfpllsJi!lnR%ft" apos- * 
; im -rn!ssJibr& Jt-'J*''a» &*mpie1 

t; *atWnv. i& 'cTMua#r1slfl# at* . 
^^JbTtewiagf '••••/ - . , - . ; • 

-"- JvClearrjeS* •.Ibo*e>'-*ilJ "th* 
dMpgU^itip'pbii. anf demands 

..-. .^ttfia*.-btttoaMtj- i ' l*-«if- i > 
; --%ltatlb.h;lo"tSe}.«cer^s#".bt«Bel' 

;higi#t p^«r*'WWch-:inan''po*. 
* jsessis • Tiitk-^i^- :cIiigt<*Wbttta-
&*• eiabltgll'' W clalsify 4hs dB* 

"Ibgii'e- amfng 4!fa'titi^,M&fc 
festaiioss of hdmaiSlclttvity *M 
HiMixk Tb^'f i i l lamSj^- *e> 
.^Uiretbebt ili««bttgri;.%ebBst 
' itftnf: afb t̂blie?:- i5*ff; fb>"?.nad«*sr -

v^iranjgt;iftil it\**-^deinHaftd¥' 
•^Bl^'il^eptalafc1 -*M-:-Welfecl©«' • 

- ' i •••; 

not * eomajand, it i**«ofc 
iftipojttfim. It fa peaceftilj M 
avoid* vieleni »«thbd« » t | 
patient; i t i* ge»e>ou*., 

"SrToiitr itot--TimIyH(»-4|*V 
po»e? of on*?* word*, bat *l*ei 
in m ajtiiade of Welcbmitig ffc 
tru*t^bf~4h'Mnteflocrttof^Tjra|| 
prti}rint»*.>AnfiHenga.aiutJrleMk . 
ahlp. ft binds heart* Jo »s»tu*l 
adh*t«nce to the good Which 
exclude* aai »*If-seekin*. • 

. *, Unally, pedagogical pra-
dence, which «sf*em* hlMf' 
jyite- p^chological and moral c'Sf* 
cumsta'nees of the Usteher («#» 
W, 1fi)t whether he be a chiJd, 
uneaucated, unprepared, diftfc 
dent* hostile, Prudence strive* 
tb leam th* «ensltivltles of the 
hearer and requires that w» 
ada^t ourselves and the man
ner ojf cu? presentation in a 
tt*sonaw> way l**t we be dts-
pte«ain| and incomprehensibl* 
to him. 

In the dialogue) conducted in 
this mabrier, the #JbH of truth 
*hd chari^, bt ipadera^tei 
anf Wyb i*..*ch]tev«d. 

' 'ftfisMMi . 
In theidiaj.o|B.ls i*n* 'diseof̂ r*' 

bow dtttctrist .*re th« way* 
which i5dto#t« i igh|of Fitttr, 
iiidl bbW.if ttp^SiSlbi* *b majeb 
them cb»ter|»brt tbbaarn* goal. 
"Even JHheW ways a*e .^ver* 
geat* they "ban becbrh*, ebppleV 
mehtaty,hy fbrcihlt bur x*«on-
ing process but Of the) worn 
path* and by bbitgjng it tb deip, 
eja Sis 'ieaewbh,. tb find fre& 
eipr*55ion*. *' 

•TberdJWectib «f »U eaercUt 
of thought and of pltleneb Will 
aAK* US diltbver bltrherd* of 
truth also; in tho. bjlniona, of 
btbe?*, i t Will fore* u* to ex
press but* te*chtog" With gifc** 
falrriMt, and ft will £c.W*rd/.u*' 
fbr th* work bf having explain- • 
bd it In accordant* with the 
objections of anbthiir 6t despit* 
hi* glow assirniiatibh of our 
teaching. Tba .dialogue wil) 
make ui wise'; it will make us 
teachers. 

And how is the dialogue to 
b* carri*d''btt? i 

Hany, indeed, are the forms 
that to« dialogue of salvation 
can take. It adapts itself to tht 
need* of a concrete situation,. 
it choote* tit* Ipprbpriatr 
means, it does aot bind ittetf 
to ineffectual theories and doe* -
nestling; to hard and fait fbfm* 
when, the** hate lost their 
power'fc* i^Hk to men and 
rhoi^&em, The questibn 1* of 
treat importance, tbi it con-
c*rnl . the relation. Of., the 
Chuifch,* miisioft to th* live* 
of. men In a given -tin* and 
place, in a given culture and 
•Octal setting. 

TO what extent should th* 
Church adapt Itself to the his
toric and local circumstance* 
in which Hi mission & exit-
dised? How__8houldl St juard 
against the danger of a rela
tivism which would falsify its 
moral and dogmatic truth? And 
yet at the slme-llme, how can 
it fit Itself to approach all men 
60 a* to save alt,'according to 
the example of the Apostle: "L 
became all things to all men 
(hat I might save all" (I Cor. 

,e. 22)? 

•-'" The world cannot b* saved 
from the outtide. As the Word 
of God became man. 10 must a 
man to a certain degree identify 
himself with tite> forma of .hie 
oilthosA to_whom he wishes, fa 
b/fing th* message Of Christ. 
Without invoking privilege* 
which would but widen the se-
Daration. without employing tint 
InteUlglble terminology, he must 
share th« cbmmon way of l i f e -
provided that it i* human and 
honorable—especially" of the 
most humble, i f be wishes to 
be listened to and understood. 

Need t o li if«n 
And before speaking, it is 

necessary to listen, hot only te
at man's %Ice, btitto his heart 
A manmn^finSbeundeflftood; 
atid where he merits ft agreed, 
with, ftt fee v*|y act of trying 
to make ourselves, pastors, 
iathei* and teache'ra-of men, Wo , 
hiasl inake ouraeltre*? thai* . 
hroijers; f i * spirit ^fdMogu* ' 

.. i* friendsmp; iad, «&& attire,'. 
i*''Bervice> "Aii..4bjl* **- must •. 
ferMbntSBer *M^*Wv*^i putrato'-
prafetir*- acebrdinf 10 the, - ^ 
ahiplb ibd c s r m 4 ^ t t e W # i t . 
CfafSsi. left iit 'im- iQ$tf'f$i 
j s * * y ^ * ",•".* , \ ":':,•j/v-'f,' * , . * 

^ilt ih* d«^'*iem^i^;tBji" 
*pbstte% *«:|s>*;-risl*]bî ,--3fh«"" 
jdesir* f& 'com!- '^fetfter •*»"•" 
hi«!ffiejf?: ,iiulst'': l̂!t.le*d-;-.tft *»" 
•w t̂eifetHSowM'. .of.. •aldaricltet.- * 
msW the h ^ \ « t e ' d M « g a « . 

- tnflst not Weaken .oWattacB-,' 
m«i« -tar- oJi*-»$&•!£ odf'̂ po**'' 
tola* m iam^t\:Ta*li''':iNiiitet:; 

«s«hp'rdrnjse1l ahb«f tM-''itJftd»: 
pies of ' faSfc-. |M' • r |cf i i f t ,^f ' 
which- t ^ ' | u^e i» io« : -o | ^ i i ! ' 
tianity is ^s«-V"--;;~-.-J'y-v .." '/> 

^v*e$urda- «j»«|b 
'||tf'$)^p"*rll(ii 

"•bffi*rs;'Wb 'cahribt pSsS-'oliat *ri 
^Mp^. i t t '^dbl i l^ ' - 'ctm* ' 

• l^^e^eisi^Joi^N^m'JIiii. :i 

. h i l t j4Si»«i.»!.«iii*iiiSiiiri-*.ife^.- -*iA-ra'-«;'-'. 

rr̂ it* 
eonYlfvffl 

, dldlniry con*j 
Will offer it* 

- ^«hi|-%Srch- €3bftsf «%#'Wdr|f 
- ^ tcv -tie '-UM^M- -ifttmt- T r̂Sf 
"̂ feeam- -of l^.-b*c*Us*vl'-SrJl 

"Jaeek awd humhle of heart? ( M , 
f|*» 29)« The dialegn« is rwt 

. proud, it is not bitter, it is dot 
--ibfPtsive. it*- ibiitori^r & fa, 
ftinsic to the ftttrl i t es$imat. 
to the charily it coramuMcatas, 
tot the exambl* It oropoiea: tfcla 

td by 
.„. jfo.'.«(ffllei 
fttO OOftjUfcfe 

w* b*it*#* mjm tmmt, 

^a*|ioHji;'oifli;̂  mm^jm' 
• ̂ (y te tiifr jsodeM wbrid, wW 
Ittdiblti jj&mki oi theotltfc 
M i B i i r i ^ i i M I C « tor..thft 
.^ffiutee oi ow,-j$uogn9 wi«i 

' mrm m memm*, m ' 
mmiM'-m *59stbiib m*. 
slnn Mm . W m .tt» W 
diversl-aitd changing c!rcum« 
stances' iff which that misjion 
&i&&m& it will 'ft* .for •«?* 
i^i^ attentiw «ovfriteeh.t of 

te Church to deteiTOihe, from 
H* j o time, the -limits and 

t^mlfflkfo *B.̂ i?owti 
' '^..i^atii^,a^..-6naw|i!f' 

a living and fruitful dialogue. 
. Ac^fdfntty. W tt*iMvft,tifli 
dfttet *f .m, ftthiejel. in* cbn. 
P* oto*«v?*.ib. qmim *«««• 

lln. th*»mj|p«rjBe #r$rW«« 
Ken cbx»tl»hpie*chin»main> 

„jM,.- i n importame* , which 
grow* fts«t$"fPfe .for l b * 
Catht5llc *f*st«!ite and ipeclfl-
dfo m tbe dittbjrM. m dthe? 
idifrtfdf *)bmniuntcitibn.caB tiki 
its Placbj Bot eveja the enor-
motiily powerful;**oh.a!|«*I 
miani of press, radio and tele
vision. In a setwe, the aporto-
late and presching an* tht 
tame. 

We-achlnt ii tb* Pliffliry 
aposttlate, fjiur; ip^*ttl*te, ve> 
eribl4bio»tti,J* ibbvliittb* 

"An hnnwde^te^-€eswif-' fi»-
make peace and slot: differen
ces at all costs IS, fundamental
ly, a* kind of skeptidim about 
the power and content Of the 
Word, of God which m desire 
to preach. Only th# tttahi who 
ft completely faiajfttljw- the 
teaching of Christ cart* he an 
«pbstl& And- only h» who" lives 
Ida Christian life ta th» full 

.____ -.rotiier;*, _ _ r . „ , ^_ i „ , . 
mihlitty Of M Hm, V{* know 
thi* "vbry well, tetti lj( seem* 
good t6 remini burselve* of it 
now, so .a* to' iireot our pa*tbr« 
al activities aright We must 
go bide to the study, not Of 
human eloquence or empty 
rhetoric-, hut oithe gemtlni art 
of th* *#cred Word. 

We must scirih fbr th* laws 
of R* *tapttdtjr *M clarity, for 
it* power and authority, so a* 
td overcOrhB our̂ naJural lack Of 
(kill in the use of the great 
and mysterious spiritual Instru
ment of speech add to enabl* 
us twdrthijy to compete with 
those who todty expect so much 
influence through their words 
by having acceis to tht orf»ris 
of public opinion. 

We must beg tba Lord for 
tht great and uplifting gift of 
speech (cf. Jer. t, o), to be 
able to confer on faith it* prac
tical arid efficacious principle 
(cf. Rota. 10,17), and to en. 
•hie oû? word* to reach out to 
the end* of the earth (cf. pa. ' 
18, 5 and Hod. 10, IS). 

ZtaIfof*Ufurijy 
Hay w* carry, out the prescrip

tions of the council'* Constitu
tion 06 Saertd iituigy with 
seal and ability. And may th* 

.catechetical teaching of the 
Faith to the Christian people, 
and to a* many others a* pos
sible? b#; marked by tht aptness 
of its language, the wisdom of 
its method, the zeal of itt ex
ercise supported by the evldenca 
of real virtues, and may it 
strive ardently to lead its bear
ers to the security of the Faith, 
to a realization of the intimate 
connection between the" divhw 
Word and life, and to th* il
lumination of the living God. 

We must finally, refer to 
those to whom our dialogue is 
directed. But even on this 
point we do not intend to fore
stall the council, which, please 
God, will sbon make its voice 
heard: 

Speaking in general en the 
role of partner fn dialogue, a 
role which the Catholic Church 
must take up renewed fervor 
today, we should Jike merely 
to observe that, the Church 
mast be ever ready to carry «n 
the dialogue with all men of 
good will, within and without 
its own sphere. There is no one 
-who is a stranger to its heart, 
no one in whom it* ministry 
has no interest It has no ene
mies, except those who wish to 
be such. Its name of catholic fa 
-hot an idt* title. Not in vain 
has it received the commission 
tb foster in the world unity, 
love and pease. 

This Church i s not tihawara 
Of the formidable dtmenilofii 
of wefi a mission? If Mow}*/ 

. the disproportion fn number* 
bisWeeS this* whn,*irf its metis-
hm and those? who arc not; it 

. ktlows the limitations of its 
phWieS jft knows, likewise, its 

~ own human weaknesses and 
fallings; It recognizes, too, that 
th* acceptance of the Gospel 
depends, ultimately, sot upon . 
any apostolic effort* of iff own 
.nor upori any famrali&e'f'mpor-

' al conditions, for faith is a gift 
, ,of God and God alone defines 

in tit* world the times and 
limits of aalvatioa, 

got the Church knows that 
i t is the seed, the leaven, tba 
salt and Ugh* of the world. It 
sees clearly enough the as
tounding seaRrip*V-tfHtiod*9eS> -
times, hut with- frank confl-
deTice ft stands upon the path 
of history and says to men: "I 
have that for which you search, 
that which yoa lack." 

It dees not thereby promise 
earthly felicity, hut it dees of
fer something--its light and its 
grae»—which makes the attain, 
• l ist as easy as posaftlaj aai 

r ---p^wy 7T-g**?s? 

then it *^eala to raea of their; 
transcendent destiny, ia d#4 , . ' 
this it speaks to them of truth,. 
iiartjtaB, freedom* progress, COR- ' 
cord, pease aid civilization. 

These s«l*brd3 whose secret 
Is know* to the Church, for 
Christ baa entrusted th» escret 
to its feggphU And. so. th* 
CHurcft tag.-« mesagofor ovary 
category of bunMmî ; for ehfl, 
area, for youth, for rhsn of 
science iad leamiBtr for the> 
world of labbr amd for every 
foetal das?,' for artists, for . 
atatesaiett and for rulers. Most. 
of alt, tits Church has words 
for the poor, th* outcasts, tha 
suffering and the dying; for all 
men. 

Threw Circles 

In speaking in this tvay, wo 
iply seem to &S slloprfe ouV-
selves to he) c*med>W«y in tbo 
cohtemr̂ latibB ipjt ;eur mission 
and to be §ut of touch with1 

reality w regards the actual re-' 
lations of mankind with the. 
Catholic Church, But that Is not 
so. We sift the concrete eitua-. 
tioa^ouito feleari?. To giva *. 
brief idea of i t « * think it can. 
be described as consisting of * 
series of concentric circles-
around the central point in 
which God has placed us. 

th* first of these circles Is 
Immense, Its limits stretch bey 
yond our sight and merge with 
tii* horizon. It Is that of man
kind as such, the tearld. Wo' 
fang* the distance-that lies be
tween ns and the world; yet' 
we do. sot consider the world 
1 stranger. All things human 
are bur concern. 

We share with the whole of 
mankind a common nature; 
human life with all Its gifts and 
problems. In this primary uni
versal reality wo are ready to 
play our part to aeknowledgo 
the; deep-seated claims of Its 
fundamental needs, to appUud 
the new, and sometimes sub
lime, expressions of Its genius. 

We possess, too, vital moral 
truths to be brought to men's 
notice and to -be corroborated 
by their conscience, to tlte bene
fit of alL Wherever men era try
ing to understand themselves 
and the world, wi can com
municate with them. Wherever 
th* councils of nations come to
gether to establish the rights 
and duties of man, we are honor
ed when they allow us to take 
our seat among them. If there 
exist* in men "a soul which ta 

. naturally Christian," wa destra 
to show It our respect and to 
enter into conversation with i t 
Our attitude in this, as we re
mind ourselves and everyona 
else, Is, on tha one hand, en
tirely disinterested. We'hsva 
no temporal or political- aim 
whatever. On the other band, 
Its purpose is to raise u» and 
elevate to a EupernatnnLacn 
Christian level every foad hu
man valoe In tha wor!d,Jve are 
not civlliiauon. but we promote 
i t 

Atheist* 
We realise, however, that in 

thi* Ilmitlesr circle there are 
many—very many, unfortunate. 
ly—who profess no religion. We 
are aware also that there are 
many who profess themselves, 
in various ways, to be atheists. 
We know that some of theao 
proclaim their godiessness open
ly and uphold it as a program 
of human education and politi
cal conduct in the Ingenuous 
but fatal belief that they are 
setting- iiieu free from false and 
outworn notions about life and 
the world and are, they claim, 
putting In their place a ccien-
f l fk eoneapt toa that \m In coo* 

formity with tha needs of mod
ern progress. 

This Is the most serious prob
lem of oar time. We an firmly 
convinced that the theory on 
which the denial of God is 
based is utterly erroneous. 

This theory is not in keeping 
with the basic, undeniable re
quirements of thonght. It de
prives the reasonable order of 

- the world of Its genuine founds. 
Bon. This theory does not pro. 
vide human life with a liberat
ing formula but with a blind-
dogma which degrades and sad
dens i t This theory destroys, 

f at the root any sodal system 
which attempts to base itself 
upon It. It does not bring free
dom. 4It is a sham, attempting 
to quench tha light on the living 
God. 

We shall, therefore, resist 
with all our strength the as
saults of this denial. This we 
do in the soprano cause of 
truth and In vhtua of our eao 
red duty to profess Chrisfand 
His Gospel, moved by deep, on-
shakable love for men and in 
the invincible' hope that modern 
man will come again to discos 
er, in the religious ideals that 
Catholicism sets before him. 
bis vocation to the dviliiation 
that does not die, but ever 
tends to the saturat and super
natural perfection of the human 
Sp&it and ta which the jprar-n 
of God enables man to possess 
hi* temporal goods In p«>are. 
and honor, and to liv* m hope 
of attaining enurnal goods. 

These are the reasons which 
compel us, as they compelled 
our predecessors and, with 
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