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Why Didn't Pope
Give Us Answers?

When Palmiro Togliatti, ftaly’s Communist bos
lay dying, Pope Paul asked pilgrims to the summer
Vatican at Castel Gandolfo to pray for him, :

The papal act of huran sympathy rccalle,d the:
statement oF his predecessor that no matter how much
we disagree with a political position, we still m ét rée .
spect the people who hold to that position—a position, -
he remarked, which often changes even it it keeps ity

old name,

Pope Paul also polnts this out in his recent encyells
cal in which he repeats the Church’s oft-stated co e
nation of athelstic Communlym but sdmits Cat bllci
should take part in a “dialogue” with Communists to
search for a solution to the world’s problams.
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Hard or not, it certainly ia réalistie.

One need be no more than a novice in ohserviny -
world events to note that, dpspite all the contihued pos-
turings of the cold war aﬁtogonists, the United States
and Soviet Russia are Iinked in a new and develop-
ing alliance for keeping world peace. Both came to the
brink of war over Cubs, tested each-other’s nerves and
drow back aware that each ¢ould overkill each-other in
2 matter of minutés and neither be the victor, Thers
are, of course, other factors—China, for example.

The whole pomt is, however, that we live (as Adam
18 sald to have told Eva) “in an age of transition.”

There is a hostalgia about* the good old deys” when
problems had solutions, like the catechism had anwsers
~neat, complete.

That 18 why 86 many people were so confident Pope
Paul in hig first encyclical would give us the snswers
we need—and why, in large measure, they wers gb dis-
appointed when &t last it was published K

Here, they thought, was the Church facing & world

that was fifty per cent hungry, seventy five per cont -

,  ignorant of the Saviour, ninety per cent not Catholi¢, &
world with weapons enough to annfhilate the planat,
and the Church itself with its members openly divided
in an ecumenical Council as to whether it is better to ba
conservativé of the status quo or 1o he wxlling to risk
bold new experiments for whose outcome even théir
champions were reluctant to promise success—certainly ™
the Pape, the Vicar of Christ, with the guidance of the

Spirit, in his unique vantag w%point at the sunimit of -
(‘hr stendom, would give the werld the urgen! advice
it so sorely needs. -

And he left ail the problems unresolved.

He wrote long an in many cases difficult to unééh
stand comments on the world's agony but &t thée ﬂry

end, fis admits he doesn't have the answers, -
And this, we thmk is the encytlical’s truest ﬁg.
nificance.
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Pope Paul is utterly honest’ ‘

He asks Catholics of all ranks in the Church to .‘ofn

in long and careful discussion with men of othe faiths ,

and with those of no faith 50 together e tan réspond

to the neads of all men. The answers we forge will nevey

be adeguate and they-will never be final bécause the

tides of change create new problems even ‘before we
solve the older ones.

Yet in_all this thé Pope revesls he haﬂ a faith far

superior to that of the mere pat answer. -

He has confidence that the Lord who gnoe W alked
»  the stormy waters of Tiberias $till trods the ZWS of

history—that despite all the to-and-fro ‘slog of favests,
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reator envisioned it, a demi-paradise as prﬁludl and
promise of a greater one {p come.
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