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Ecumenical Bangs

And Tnangles

One of the mast %ruelung races:of tPa shace Age Is .
taking place on drawing boards of airplane déﬁf;ner&.

The race 18 to work out a supersonic passsngei craft

that will wing its way from New York to London in two ':

hours.

Target date to get such a dplsme in the sir is early
in the 1070s. Russia is believed. well on the way to ap.
other first. Britain and France are at work on & coopera.
tive project and the United States still hasn't even clari-
fied what it wants much less how to design it.

The victory might be a boomelang to the yictor,
howevér.

Already there is talk of banning supersonic craft
from flying over populated areas—the sonic hangs that
follow these planes would be a constant irritant to resis
dents below and probably smash windows, bieak china
and even disrupt delicate surgical operations.

The mult-million dollar jilanes would bé left with
nothing but arctic wastes, tropical jungles or the vast
oceans to fly over.

But thers are hazards there too.

THR qurrent issue of the aviation magazine “Flight
International” describes a recent flight of an Australian
{)et fighter plane which lald down such a devastating

oom that a shoal of mullet fish floated to the surface,
stunned for several minutes,

Paralfel to the J)roblems of sefentists n their rests
less search for speed are the problems of churchmen in
their relentiess quest for religious unity.

‘pe Paunl's recent encyclical also laid down some-
what of its own “sonic boom"” which has brought many
comments to the surface.

The Pope said he had “an attentive, reverent {nter-

est in the spiritual movements connected with the proh- ;

fem of unity.” These “movements” are summed up in
English- qpeaklng nations by the name ‘“ecumenical
movement” from the Greek word for worldwide).

This movement has drastically changed the’ face of
Christendom from a morass of bittetly competitive secls
to a picture of a long divided family trymg to regroup
{ts scattered members at the old homestéa

The Cathglic Church has stood aloof from the move-
ment for fiftyfears—watching it but not mvolved m ity
growing pains. -

Ea John changed that stance and now Pops Paul
wants the Chureh to take “the mmatm in rcstoring the
unfty of Christ's fold.” -

That's the boom that has rattleﬁ the scumenical
dishes.

The “Initiative” for such acﬁvi St

sidered as centered in Geneva, Sw tzerlun heaﬁquar-
ters of the World Council of Churches, coordimting
agency for 200 Protestant aid Orthodox achut;ches.

now the Orthodox are increasingly voiding thelr own
- views on how Ultimats unity should be fashi 1\ed ‘therehy
creating an ecumenical tr %a—aene‘n Rome, Con-
stantinople. (There is alsd talk of & pentagon—these
three plus Moscow and Canterbury.)

Not only is there now this new subject of ecumeni.
cal geometry but even a new geography hesides, It is

* said that “Constantingple is between Geneva and Roma.”

The latest issue of ‘The Ecumenical Review” of
the World Council of Churches wisely comments: “The
truth is that the center of the ecumenical movement
cannot shift—because {t has no earthly center. Its earth-
ly expression is multilateral. The one center of tha

. ecumenical movement is our commow Lord. And the

only possible ecumenical feomen’y I8 that whieh (Luth-
eran) Archbishop Soderblom used to express in the
figure of the circle with Christ i the center and all
churches moving toward that center and so coming
closer to each other.”

This is also the attitude of Pope Paul which he
expressed in these words: “The Catholic Church will not

cease, by prayer and penance, to prepare herself worthi.
ly for the longed-for reconcniatxgn p

—Fatber Henry Atuwell

The Catholie
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Cathohcs Take Look at Churcﬁ’ s Role ih

BY GARY MzcEQIN

. Agricultural Organization
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Tt !5 not only in the United States
thay the great dehate on .the future of
education under Catholle auspices Iy tak-

" ing place. In many parts of the world,

Catholics are asking if it is necossary
anfl proper to continue today to give gen-

eral education as hjgh a priority among
Catholic institutional actives as has been
customary in recent centuries’

The issue was keenly debiated, for ox-

amg}e. at a recent national meeting of |
- that seciety today is more comcious of

the” asxociation of Catholic colleges of
Colombia. The meeting ngreed that a pro-
gram to streamline Catholic educational
activitios in the country, with a view to
thetr gradual reduction, should be pre-
pared for submission to a later meeting.

The practjeal reason adyanced for this

re-evaluation Is substantially the same as,

thoxe which underlay the decision of the
Archdiocase of Cincinnati to suppress the
tive lowest grades in fis schools and trans
fer the childten to public scheols. H s
{hat education is threatening to absorb

~ cal argument put

y Imw sk

Allled to thir is ‘thé féar, more valid in
Colomblh Wikn in the United States, that
the Citholis schools tend to become the
praserys of the children of the well-to-do,
thus constituting & scandal and a stuinb-
ling block rather than a pastorat ajd.

Evcn mors noteworthy was & theoreti
tward In a Bogota
Catholic newspaped’ on the eve uf the
meeating and tal\e,nwp by verious speakers.
tional Catholic position, it was argued
its obligation Yo educate all its bers
that it is niors ‘adequately eqmpped
through the facllitles provided Hy the
state to give them a human formation, and
that consequently the Church is fres 1o
withdiaw prograssively from this svea of
seryica and concérftrate on ity primary
misslon of preachhgg the gospel,’

o many. of the new independent

“states of Africa the same’debate is going

on in a very Jiffarent context. Educahon

has develgped only vary recently, miostly |
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