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PaUfs Encyclical on The Church in 
i '* * or*- * 

SlnctiJina Ghrirt founded 
Hif Clutch to be the. gloving 
moth.** of ill men and the dis-
piMa* «t salvation, It H ohvir 
our *hyf,8he hat always been 
specially lOvfcd *fld cherjihed by 
tuo»e *itil t^eglOiy rfjGodi ipd 
thfe ««rp»t jMftyntlon̂ df men 4t 

iing; t6» vlcaiM df t Gfiiist oh 

a»a;-pti«iu JW^K wonaftim 
JiMt off*»In% Chrtsiiia* have 
Wen «wipicuoa*. 2 

It will then, »ot teettt tiring 
ti anyofi* tb«> In *dd«KttJK 
tb, the iS^|8 t*ii fir»t wcytU-
<sil «ft*r due etevrtlbt*. In Ood'n J 
ttujcrtttabli design, to the pdfr 
tlflcrt tifrtn«i wA«houW turn 
«if a»ught» wtflfvlQVfc Imd 

' iiT*pBh.c1to#«d»H^lyeHijrch.^ 
Cmiswjue'jitfy, ve pcqp))(e to f. 
curuelf W this encyclical-ths 
tssk «£ Wowlifg nVore clejrly 
id *li jn*tt the ehurch** Import-
ance for the salvition of m»rt« 
Iclrid, *nd her heartfelt dftsir* 
that C h u r c h »nd minkiml.. 
should meet- *ich other *n* 
ihoutji comft to know «hd lovk< 
^ich «ther. t 
-* i 

Prologut 
. ThtPaf/t*of 

flfChunh 
' Attbfi opeoinj of th» «*ama 
ifsBlon of thfe Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council on the feast 
ef S$, Michael the Archangel of 
la t̂ ye*r, through thfr joodnesit , 
-if God we had the opportunity 
J speaking to all of you ««you 
yiM Withered in the basilica Of 
Sfc Pftttr. On that occasion -we 
made clear our intentton of ad-
.dtestin^ you also in writing, as 
iS-tyig&muf atithe oUfaet df; 
^Ich .ptintificatf, with hrothetty 
^M7«thWly^w*»rflî .tit«iira^r4w 
^toratinicafo toyoli aowfebf the: 
^UBJnatat-mouimic In otir heart 
^hfch a&iji .us«p- as: p'racttcal 
luideitae* at th* h«|wnhir of. 
cuV-|«nrtc« _*« \Pppe. , 

It k frutj- ^ifficfiit * r Ui'te 
apeclfy inert thoufhts, hecat^l;' 
jydouiht io deriy*- thint froft^ 
M atteatty* ineolltatiTONof m>, 
fiafchtelf'bt (Sofcwe outt^lf a* 
wayi-rkteltnf in ,#Hn8.'iho*e 
*ftrd« Of ChrJati. vjjjys doctriijt 
ijBot ad Biuch tnlrie- Jia'that of-
Hiin who tent Ttn& (fthtrtasu* 
Further, ^eetigfitto apply our' 
ifiougfeta'to *h« present ti|u-
fuort mf-M; Church at a flim v-
fthen l«tB,*KerKf anli toll ch«r« 
icleriia lit internal ipiritual ex< 
pirittnee as well at iU external 
l^dMftilc'ji^ett. finally, '<*** 
oujdft 5h6t"to-'.iinor«-th*.eon-
ttmpoTary'ttatt of humanity in 
the. ntMit'of -#h"lch~ our jnlatibit-
if to im actompllahed. t . 

But it tf «*t m* Ihtofiott to 
• Mpreaa _ IdNat -that.Jto6 *lllhk.^ 

Fbllowirtfl is ffft first «f thr«t ?n*iallm«nHof rr* 
full tort i f Pop* Paul's encyclical "Eceleiiom Suam" 
at t*!«n*d by NCWC N«w» Servlct. 

?! 

I 

JCEph. 8,4W0)* ^Hi« teaching it 
a Otysterioui rtorehouse, or, in 

, .^etJtc^^M^*fl*?-nf-tf le—-
mysterious P!*M t)f God which 
are to bo revealedthrough, the 
Church, i f is today more than 
anything *!«« conduaye to 
meditation for everyone who 

i ynsiitt l» be a docile follower 
•of Christ and, ttt an even great­
er degree, ior every man whom, 
lite mirseif and you> venerable 

- Wethrevih* Hofy Spirit ha* 
v ' appointed •m blfhops to govern 

the t«ry Church of God (cf. 
Act 5»» 28). , 

Front this; erdightenSfl and 
•**H*W4MFTfe»H«a»BrS»rB -arisea 

thftv*pont»tteo,u» desire ftf com­
pare the ideal irn»ge of the 

^Church Juet as iajriat see? it, 
„ <-yrms it, and lovea it as His 
. s, holy MifA. immaculate apou?e 
. (Eph 5, 27h with 4h» actual 

imaga which the Church pto-
ject* today, faithful, through 
the tgrace of God, to the fea< 

' tures which its Divine Founder 
imparted to it and which, 
through the course of th? ce*f ' 
turiest the Holy Spirit har enerj \. 
gized and developed in a v ay 
which is more comprehensive 
and jnore in accbrd to the initial 

* concept of the Church and to 
the nature of the human race 

\ which it is continually evangel­
izing add elevating. 

}^ lejeal and Reality '• 
J But the'actual image ofAhe 
Church is never as perfect, as 
lovely; as holy or as brilliant 
as that formative divine idea 

-' would''wish I f to he, pence 
thei* arlises. the imiSelftaltt.and 
^hao#.viinp|ti$ht need for- re-
,sewai( 4or correction 6f the de> 

•. *iect*' which this chnScienc« dfe-
' iiourtcei" aapi' rejesis;. « if,, 

• ;• atandlniflbefore. *• mirror, we 
•were to examine interiorly the 
imagf of Christ which ife has 

•r.leftrijl,:- , . i •: 
^ !C0-find the contemporary 

-. * duty, iff clearly, incumbent on 
' the.Church, of correcting the 

, • defects' of its own tfiembfra 
^ and of ieading thestto greater. 

- perfectidn ;to find the wa^ t&, 
jichieve wisely so sweeping a 
i^nbyation, this is, the second 
thought which • burden* our 
heart and which w£ would like 
to,reveal to you in order not 

. only to1find greater courage to 
tmderttke , ihe> rticessary re-
forms, hut *!so i» *ecu«* Mm 
yonf chtlaboratiorr both advice 
ahd.^upporf4n *» wfcate and 

- difficult i a u^d«rtakin|. 
_ tfi* l ^ l t r t W o r M • -

^ 4 W r d ^ c ^ f ^ c e i ^ i n > — 

soncem, Thfat will h*, of eterse* 
within the limits of our *lnis-
try _and-sa îtterfep- -div«r*e* -
from purely temporal Interest* 

MA strictly political jterntf, out 
u win- he eager t» im& m 
contribution in educating man* 
kind to sentiiqents and way» Of 
acting contrary to violent W»d 
deadb conflict, and to fo«er-

, ing rational and civilized agree­
ment* for peaceful relations 
between nations 

We shall also be soiieltou* to 
help ht proclaiminf" hither 
human principle!, that «wuW „ 
serve to temper the passions 

Is not His.whole pedagoty an 
exhortatton. «n4 initiation to 
the interlpr UfHf '^ychelogieal 
awarjEneas ,and rnbfttk consci­
ence ire both called bk Christ 
tcv i simultuieoua ««tuwtyt as 
a condition {or reMvftlji the 
diving gifts of iruth and of 
jrw^snan^tiwrteiyiiMifs Tnarr. 
Arid thisv'*WkJ«*e« & the dlfr 
cinle wnr / l a w become his 
rjecollecawWBBE wp. ?e, 75; t« , 
H» *J « . l i « f e « . *) ««*hat 
Je*u* h«dvi*ught and o t what 
had taken, place around Him; it 
Wtf 1 develop and «ro\r in under-
standmf who He was. tod what 
H* taught and * & 

Hhe birth oi! tiae Church and 
the enltghttniaa; of her pro­
phetic Gjflsd&usa*** ire the two 
fharactftrlstiir «*nti which co­
incide wftMPeftffteost. Together 

Ifori of the Chuith, "flw Church 
is. as we "m>ii #nll|t>te«s*« and 
gttided b* th* HOly Spirit; «h* 
ft s«« hot, $r W ia«>idr% 
Him *hd iistilw to »i«C*««tt-
fill withotit fan the promise pt 
Cfarht* 'tha traay?8ltit(i**hoai 
the Father will send oa- sny to­

on* 1 
to to* trutti wfcfcJMf 
tft the tthm I tMULIi 
p* aucii Wttuwfiso8/ 
w^onnahl* •«(• IL ^ , „ 

fÂ s, SEW*, mmm* It it an answer to i 
coaoV^lMr-^s-ilttt-rmike^ - . S ! * ? ^ ^ 
everythiajplafaa, and »6caU to w**1 .tm.W 

ano *eifjaffiwr===f(«B^^lcte tifBy^gil^pT^^a U>g Church 

v | lw c* fully ievel^wBdj th^ ecu- s h a b b y you,/ollowi from the 
fnehlcad: r^UB^-tttf^^fpf VMftrJ—*ita(t two; -and.co*cerrjft th# -rfr 
purpotie; its work should dot be 
dltturbed by th'i»>iJmple. cony 

• .Te'rwrJaqalfe«*r "of o«rsf>ath> 
if,' it is to be eoramewled and 

*MC0to«t«f.,.. < T_; 
•.^l» encydical M e » » h#th-. 

' er to claim a. aoljmn and strict­
ly doctrhUa fcnctfon, nor. is 
propose pirtfcdar ttwral-or s«-
cla%«eechiB»sv'biit «*rely -t4 

< < j^mflwaucrta a frateraai and ln< 
• i?raaJmiM»«eJn fad, through 

\ thjs dectutieBt wt wish slm#Iy 
t ttilulOlLour auiyol rfcveaBriit' 
. WviBfad tir yhtt itt'oper "to 

jMaart closer cohesion :• * M . 
- -MiHasVji^tiMftat'UirftH^it^fi--

ind charity which, thank God, 
binds w toi*ther< 

Jatfcnshipir which the Church of 
today should eiUblish with the 
world which-suwouhlf it , and-
in. «Mch. i t ljyejt and Ja&ori 
One* part, of a i f world, is 
everyone knows, has undergone 
ihftiprflifeiaffld inflwtKci'of ChrIs-, 
tianlty *nd has assimilated It 
* completely that often Iff ails 
to realhie that it owes, the credit 
ior its gareateit gifts to Ghris-
«a«it? itself, hut la texent 
tlBMs, has tonw to the„-foint 
of. separating and deuchlng It­
self frotar the ChrisHaftlSunda-
tforur of its culture. Another and 
ftrger rArJbf the *orld extends -lT«r;?SWalesr^orlioia-*15r 

armed coafHcU »pTinĴ and pro^ 
niote the harnitinious relations 
and fruitful collaboration «f ail 
peoples, and we twl h* **ady 
u intervener where -an oppor­
tunity presents Itself itt order' 
to assist the contending parties 
to find honorable and fraternal 
solutions' for their dispute*. 

We do not, indeed,' forget 
< that this loving service, is a 

duty which the developajeatj of 
doctrine on the one hand, and 
of international instit^opav-fltt 
the other, has rendered aH Sua 
more -uiient in dur awarenea* _ 
of our Christian mission irrihi 
world today.'This mission (4 
none other than raalcftig tnea 
brothers by virtue Of the king­
dom of justice andpoace inau-

- gurajed by Christ's coining into 
the world, ' * 

But even if we How limif 
ourself to some methodological 
coHslde^tt^ri* ^buc^rrdfft: the. 
iUe e i thfrChUrchMWei d* not . 
thereiEOTft: iotM '-those "^jreat 
ptolfleiwsrTp* snmeT^aenrther 
council xrflt tfeviite-it* attention, 
while We petsftnaliy. will jm'ake 
thenj the objects of wt stgdy-
and of our action In ttit course,, 
of the exercise of our apostolic. 

• mlntstryj as it shilt please the 
I,ord to give U$;1h'e. insptrattorf 
«md thf stfengftvftr-^•ta^c. f 

m thfnkj 'that- ft. if a'dtrty' (. 
today for the Church to deepen 
the awareness that she must 
have of herself, of. thft. tteasure 
of truth -of which' shh if heir 
and custodian and of her mis­
sion In the'world, Even befort 
proposing for study any particu-

• laj question, and even-befte* 
• considerifii what «ttituder",f6 • 

assume bMor* the World aretind 
hir.'th^murcatefrithisrnpaiaait , 
mUst reflect o»her)i«l*ftr *ad • 
strengtfi<*l& -the,' taowiedgit of 
her place in the ^TrMjiiaaLilll^ 
t ind^t iar f -KelWtht i S»t»; V 
energy andv fuller jojrinr th«_ s 

fulfillment o | her a w rdsajoh? v , 
and J to. -determine, the. besfV 'i 
meant iotrnafingjnotftfaunWi-.i , 
ate, wore efficacious.ind mora 
beneficial her, contacts with 
miraTcrhd.k -whJcJiThe baloat*** 4 

*ven thtmgh distihguishedirora "* 
it by unique and unmistakable 
charpeterlstict, , • , 

indeed It seems to .us" that , 
such an act of reflection can: - , 

. look to th* wry mahhe* choaea 
By^God ia reveal HlmseHto 
men and to estahlish |ftthfhe» * 
those religlfeus bondl, of yrhich 
th* IChUrcb i s both the frjafrtf* 

^~^jnehtJinicthk.ei$r^sao]LjB^^ 

In her organisation and in th* 
development of her hierarchy 
and of the body *f the fitithful; 
the awareness of her own voca­
tion, of her o*a mysterious na­
ture, of her* own doctrine, of 
her own ttissjos .will accompany 
this gradual development This 
will be accvrdfst to the desire 
of St Paul; "And this is my 
prayer for*youj may \your love 
grow Ticher smd ncher yttj in 
the fullneu of IK knowledge 
and the depth hi its perception" 
(Phil. 1:»)< 

TPe could express tttls invita­
tion in another -way, which we 
address -to each, of those who 
wish to receive 1$ -n that is. to 
each oj you, venerable brothers, 
and to* yoUu followers, a? also 
the "gathering of th* faithful" 

'considered as a whole, which is 
the^Church. And thus * e could 1 invite all men to make a living, 

1 profound and conscious set jof. 
[ f | i ^ # Jesus pfcrrit On* top. 1 

^e.shoi i i f f l^* this moment 

?f tmrlneflgitftis ffie by such a 
rofMon••of faith, firm ajid 

l^wlute, thoulgh always humble 
ijand- tlmorotoi shnBar. to the 
-{on* x$. read about in th* Gos-
pel, smejfed by the, man bom 

-blind, who* eyes* Jesus Christ 
ptajd opened with a gocdnisji 

(0 His poweK ''I do be-
it.ifc.LoftlPr JSm :fc « ) • t»r 
that of Martha in thi same Gos-

• peit ^es,iord» 1 law: fcamf a 
toi beireve; that .You vti the 
Christ, the Son ^ God, He 
whd has com*, into this world" 
(Jn. 11, m :0r that, specially 
dear (o us, of Simdh, who was 
liter to become Fester: "You are 
th* Christ, the Son of tfi« tiv-
ing GOd" (Mt 1*. 14). 

Why do we have Ik* bdldriess. 
ta invite you to this get of 
eecleilasflcll aw*re;ntsi? TOthis 
fcMai thougit Merioir, ad of 
jattbT • - t , . ; . 

Jatany ari, the reaKins, In oat* 
-o»^ni«J^^d^Jt>ey-al^^ieriv»^— ^-ftf^^Pav 
IttWi.thf pioforajd *hd iey"de>? 
JaiahflV of.4htx ualiitie aaenienf -
cached -by th*.llf#^*f thi 
•CHurch. ;• ; ••• • • 

yetur minds everything X hive 
new TO yonfc wih ja, **Ffi 

We could make a similar dis­
course concerning error* which 
c i rcu l* t«*ev*n with!* tha 

i" Church and into, which fall 
' those who have hut a partial 

undtrstaading of its naturt> 
and of its musior^ and who do 
not pay dot* enough attention •• 
to tte documents of dirin* 
BeveliUou and of thk teaching 
body ests*lish«d by Christ Hraf * 

Moreover, this need to corf 
sider w reflection thing* that 
are known, in order to con­
template them in the interior 
mirror of his own mind, it 
characteristic of the mehtality 
of modem man. Hit thought 
easily turns back upon itself 
and finds certitude ind fullness -
in the light of it* 0*ft CQitfci-
ence, We do not say that this 
habit is without serious dan-

/ ger. Philosophical 'movements 
/ of great renown have studied 

and extolled this form of man's 
spiritual activity as something 
definitive and s u p r e m e , as 
though it wet$ the measure 
and source of reality, urging 
thought on to conclusions that 
are abstruse, barren, contradic­
tory and radically fallacious. 

But this does not mean that 
an education aiming at the 
search for reflex truth withinx 

• man's cnnjclfoisjneis if notHtt 
itself highly, appreciated and 
today quite wB*sp)$ftj*ia re-

.5, fined erprewion of mOflferfl £ul-
w fare, jm »i flus habit care­

fully coordinates with th* de­
velopment of thought for toe 
purpose of discovering; truth 
where it coincides with objec­
tive reality, does not prevent 
th* exercise ojMfha conscience 
from msadfesting to the one 
who undertakes the same, the 
fact of his own' existence, of hit 
own spiritual dign|ty and of 
his own. ability to know and to 
act 

Profound Scholars 
If is will known, moreover, 

that in recent years the Church 
hai undertaken a deeper suidy 
Of herself throngh th* work of 
oufstandlng^scholara, of great 
and profound minds, of compe­
tent theological school!, of pas­
toral and; mtsikmary endeavors, 
of remartable experiences ta • 
the field, of religion, and abdve 
all* Of noteworthy teaching* Of 

pt»*siv# Of on* .hi funda-

, JCh> fchuffcfi wseA to reflect 
oc henelt^Sht nitdt to feel 
the throh-Tof he* ow« life. Sh» 
most tsarri to know herself bet­
ter, if Jthe wishet to IM> hit 
ownrproper yocatifia and' to 

.offer to the woriW her message 
^bntoe inood a|d of salva-' 

'MB*' 

hS*"i 

U*w Vljor 
hope' thereby to inject 

" otinte our Secred work, 
„ t _..._* more profitably 'thi 
effecti-re deliberaUomr of the 
*eu*eaical cotaacil. M i to, ira-

—igiMl^tiNaarity • to'Jsoriie goof: 
tilnai and practical norms whfch . -
c»U give hHpful guidance to- •. 
the sfriritual aia apostolic ats 
tivity, not only of Xm ecclwias-
ftal Pdetarc%*ndof ail-w**. 
t«>««^/il-jt:wilfr..oh«lilfice' . 
Ihdfle^alOTiaonf'bal" afstf t>£ 
ill wM figaxd it merely with 
*»*«*.ttt^ttUt;* ".• -V.- *•• ••• 

eHia-'^v 
- • - " . ' • * , ' • • • ' - * . 

oSvtf i:S*, 
*-dff •:-r-'\ 
^not^Sj^.. 
aons,:."}̂ - .*• 
*ttifR' •' ?-*'' 

.:1fter lj-1 
itfcatv^'* 
Is-lr^* 

; Wit-wllf-tetl , y w -«tBftt4'^ 
furtiie*: delay* -iren«iiBtr hr«h>: 
reft-.'ffiifc'iSere- are- t t e e i 
thoughts which continually d » 
^turiMk^^ea**^efrj»t **!BeV-
on i h e exalted tespoMBOlty 
wlfehv cSnirary to .What mM1-, 
sttl *a<f out 'Him prej»riion:: 
16 wisafte deserve, proldene* 
has willed to entrust ta us. 

Wfe bear the respostsibllity oi " 
ruling: the Church op Christ be-. 
cius* Wd hoM the effice or 
Bishogr of Rome and consequent­
ly the efflc* of successor t» the 
blessed Apostle Pettr, the" hear­
er of tha' master keys to the 
Kingdom" of God, the- vicar" of 
the *am».Cbii»t who made of,, 
hint th* supreme- shepherd of 
his ttorldwid* ilocsL-

• the first thdught i* that thlk -
istb!e Hour in which the Church 
shbuHf deepen'it* coascidusness 
Of itself, lit *hlch it ought to 
meditate on that mystery which 
is peculiar <o it in Which it 
Ought to examine, for its own 
inligbitriment ihfl for its own 

- develofrnimt, a particular doc­
trine Whkh it already knows 
and -which it has formulated 
ind aniili knbWS during: this 
pist century. 

that doctrine concerns tha 
ofigitr of me-Ghurchr-il^ftwft 
nature, its-oHfe mMOfl, Itt own 
ulUastate destiny,, a . doctrine 
neVer sufffcieriUy invtstigatea 
and Tinderstcktd, inasmuch as it 
cbntaift* the wpublh3rtion of « 
mystery, kept hiddetlwirom th* 
beginmng'af time in the 411-
tteatini ialnd of God . . - . in, 
oraar :-mit • -^B :autr,>,*»î iad*: 

those vlbo* are termed enjeri-
ing^naticw*. Itut, taken As » . ' 
»)5»1*, i t if * world which1 of-
fera the Church* not Otf*;hiUt at 
hundred Ibrnw of possible con­
tacts, of which some are unim- ^ 
peded arid beckoning, some'are 
sensitive' arid complex, and'unf-
forfanafeiy in' these days ihauy 
-ar**4i08^eM3i-^per^iOBS--to-- -
ItiendlylHitogUe.-. ; . v 

- .fhns we meef •wnWhisf Wefi 
tlroisd feisKthreiasfthi^I* . 
idg«* between, the'Church and 
the inbdeafli wpirJd. W* &•* 
proeWa' wlfcp W. m*-W .toti 
thetpuncii to determine tm its 
vastnea* and-tcomplexlty, arid.to • 

^SOjVA^IaiJsSisibli^toLtSi.. 
». S*^ el'iMf abfli^fiut h*-ex-

-isfenc* and. its xu*gen#'ate 
.-•i*jmch i s ^create a butdeft on 
• Mjur SouT, »• stimulus, a? vocatirfti, 

- Wftula; ftfsbt ,both • ouraetf and 
-r~. &w, -'brotfiefsj' 'wfeo-. are: • xasif • 
v*; j * l e s t «xp^iaiced,;thau; # i i n 

this apoetoiic. anguish, to clarify., 
in tome way in order to" pre­
pare auraelves somehow for the 
discussions aAd . deliberations 
which we shall try, together in 
the council, to outline in, our 
t r e a t m e n t of jrmatter soj 
wftlghty-aftd complex. • 

Surely you will notice, that 
this summary outline of' our 
encyclical dots not envisage the 

. treatmec^'ef urgent and seri­
ous topics Which involve not 

; only the Church but fiuaanity 
itself, such as fteace anlorife na­
tions t-nu among social classes, 
the institution and fammfr 
-fchich. still Jagtt* entire -cOun̂  
tries, W rise of new natmOs 
toward independence and civic 
pioifess, the -currenti of mod­
em thought and Christian col-

, hire, the sad Conditions of stf 
many people and of so mmy 
Scgmints of thfe Church where 
the- very rights of free citizens 
and of human beings are being 
denied, ihe'-'montl problems re­
garding birth; and 40 on. 

Hegarding the greit'*nd uni­
versal question of world peacey 
wtfsay at once that we shall 
feel i t specially incumbent 
upon us not merely to devote 
a watchful and understanding 
Interest but slso to enterUin a 
mori" ssMdtiout and efflcaciOas ' 

cMse if-if fi- true ;fhaf dftine 
rWelation wis; mad* "hi many 
\?ayk .*a* By m a n y means" 
men, tm in * historical antf 
incOWeitabie, context, nonethe­
less Jt enfeted^hto human life 

• throngh wsyi firorieir, to th* , 
word and thevgrace of God, who 
fcommuniatis Biiaself wterioV". 
ly to raen.by.theit ^enltfg in 

"the message Of salvation and, 
hy the act 6f faith that follows 
arid ^BichVis'st the Mglnniig 
Of our jUstfflcAHori 

We should wish this- retfee-
,tiOn Oh the Origin ind onf t* -
.flShM of the new and v}talt£ 

' laflonstup *hfch the reiigioBVof 
Christ .establishe*s between: God-
indTftnmV to beeomr aa"«c|r"of~ 
docility to^the wordt d i h * TA-

Sheneedsto^ejrpVrJericeChrist 
i s herself, -iccoriUng to tte 
fOjrds of/ the Apostle Paul: 

Jlwfc *o5rtili »ith, W you? 

:*Ji ra'teown n Hi that the 
Ghurch ha»: her rtrtta deep in 
mankind, that she is part of i t 
tMt. the draws Ut members 
frnnriV'thit'ih* receives from 
It Jreclou* freiiartis of -culture. 

_ttiLijhtJifm1r^6orhUtsUii*. 
terted vielstftoKs^tliat the 
ttv6r*ittproir'&s,i * 

' ^^f t i s l i l j ewi^Ipdwh^ai 
•« at present nJanSind i s -iinder-. 
t going great transfonriations, np-
. .-iNMmg, and3 tettmttmt* 

^hich ar*\Jtrofwmdly lianlging 
-no«TSsrjr*r' exjterlof S e M 
Kft but .-alio: it*'wajt' o i thlnkV 

v i n r ^ e l u l l e l r s ^ o k ^ l o - ^ ^ listeners, and especially- fo Si* 
dftcipres, tmofig wlsom ever* 
fijday,-ant^rithr gwffjreajol; 
«e ourself lik#;fe ;be'consid­
ered.. % ,\:;-'.-:?' :'. '".- .•-'' •;; -",'-' 

' From among so many we will 
choOte one' of the weightiest 
and most oftetf repeated .recom­
mendations, made to lhesn by 
our Lord and which is still TSUd 
today for whoever wishes to b* 
His faithful follower, namely 
vigilance. It is true that thi* 
wtfnjngof <our Master has to 
do.principaily with nun's final 
dfesUay, be it fcroxaaete *r 're­
mote in firae. But precisely be* 
cause this vigilance should al­
ways be present and upewth* 

, m the conscience of thfe faith* 
M . servant; it determines hi* 
evgry-day behavior^ character>' 
istic of the Christian in th* 
world. 

The Lord's reminder about 
vigilance is also madfe-»wittt 
reference to'close Wd^imajidV 
ate thingsy that-JsT fo the dan-
gets and CejAptafrens which can. 
ffireatefr^daaage 'or ruin to 
fnanfc-c6nauct (cf. ML # , 4i)* 
Thlivlf'ifrelsy tt discowse in 
the Gospel a continuous appeal 
to rectitude of thought and ac­
tion. 

Was thi« not perhaps the 
theme of th* Precursor's preach­
ing, by which the public; phase 
of the Gospel begins? And did 
hot'Jesus Christ Himself call 
for "the Kingdom of €o4-to bV 
received interiorly? (Mt l f ,* I ) 

failure, m sfarit.h*** heeri 
irromitteiy modified either .*» 

... tS«flght< which ~ overwh*Ini -mt' 
' piss through i t AU cTHhls, Eke 

the waver of "a* ocean, enveiops 
mad -agitates th* Church itself. 
Hen committed to the'Church 
are greatly, fantteheed/by the 
climate of the world; so much * 
aft that a danger bVrdertng-ai< * 
aaoct on 'yerttgjaou* confusion 
and bewildetmeatt can shake tha 
Church's vsty inundations and 
lead mes te .embrace most 
bixarre ways «f thinking, as 
though the Church should dia-

•avow herself and take up the. 
.very latest afeft Untried ways 
of life. > 

"Was not the phenomenan of 
modernism, for example, which' 
still crops uplift the various afr 
tempu at expressing what i* 

, fortigA to the authfentlc nature 
Of tfteJ Catholic religion, an epi-

* *od§ of kbuse exercised against 
the faithful and genuine ex­
pression of ths doctrine and 
criterion: of tte Church of 
Christ hy psychological and cul­
tural force* of the profane 
world?"Now it seem* to us a i t 
to check the oppressive and 
complex: danger coming from 
many sides, a good and obvious 
remedy is for the Church to 
deepen her awareness of what 
she really is according to the 
mind of Christ, as preserved in 
Sacred Scripture and in Tradi­
tion, afid interpreted and de­
veloped % the authentic trad*. 

It would take too Jong, even 
" tbiuudf-trthe ahtodaat the5> 

logical .literature dealing with 
the Church and produced by her 
daring the last and the. pres­
ent centuries. It would also take 
.too long to recall the docu­
ments which the episcopacy and 
this Apostolic See have issued 
on (this so vast and Important 
subject From the time the 
Council of Trent sought to re­
pair the consequences of the 

,, crisis which separated from the 
, ehurch many of her members 

te the lltfh century, the doc­
trine concerning the Church 
herself was studied by eminent 

. scholars antfcottte^uently made 
great progress. 

Mystical Body 
Suffice it for us here to refer 

to the teachings of the First 
Ecumenical Vatican Council in 
this field;to understand bow 
studies on the Church are a' 
subject that claims the men­
tion of pMors and leacheu, of 
the faithful and of all Chris­
tians, Thus they are made to 
dwell On « theme which Is a 
necessary s £ S sa the pstls 

• ieadingto Christ and His work. 
SO much so that a his already 

' been said, the Second Ecumen­
ical Vatican Council' i s but a 
continuation and a cornplemerit 
pf tiie first; BSiSiely: because 
of tie task incumbent upon it 
to take up again for study and 
definition the doctrine dealing 
with the Church. Ait ff out of 

_.= jarSftsh* for bjrevi&ir* say no 
Snore, inasmuch as we are ad-

who ale well ac-tjuate-d; with this suMect of 
instruction and Of-spirituality 
currently of wide interest 
throughout (he Churcfi, there 
sure two documents which we 
cannot fail to honor with speci­
fic mention: the encyclical 
Satis Cognitum of Pope Leo 
Xnr (ISM) and the encyclical 
Jtyjtid Corporis of Pope Pius 
Xil <1W3), These documents 

""Otter us ample and clear teach­
ings On the divine institution 
lay which Christ continues His 
work of salvation; in the world, 
and which today is that- subject 
matter of the** words of ours* 

Ut i t be-enough to cltf thf?» 
opening words of the seco'tut 
of these encyclicals which hasp 
become, ohe might say, a WgH-. 
ly authoritative text OB th# 
theology of the Church' and a 
rich source of spiritual medi­
tations on this work of divine 
mercy which concerns us ail-
Let it suffice to recall these 
msEterful words of our great 
predecessor; 

"We" ~Sitf learneof Of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, which 
is the Omrch, from the lips of 
the Redeemer Himself. Illustrat­
ing, as it does, the great and: 
inestimable privilege of our In­
timate union with a Head so 
exalted, this doctrine is cer­
tainly calculated by its sublime 
dignity i s draw all spiritually 
minded a m to deep and aerV 

our timeir, that W* propose, it 
again today,. W i t h M - m e m * • 

Jiysttcal Body % may come to 
appreciate . » , WBmM' W 

.MajfaOfet. mi » ,%fi f«y 
stongthan m.mmM^.. W*K: 
taeo*ip«r»hte aourc* Of c«i»la-, 
fion and always - ihwai* . :^' 
ahility to fnlttll %m ®$** « 
our.miuloft and'to meet th* 
needs of a*aap&;\ 

VoHcart Cjeinci. 

Nor doe* it te*w t» W * iak-
cult thing to do, wheu on tha 
one hand we'*otie«, saw* hay* 
said, a vast .m»mfaM#m 
ie* on the ChurehS iMfOttft* 
other, we know ihs-t w Is th* 
principal object of *tt|ritioj9 of 
the Second Ecumenical Vatican 
Council, 

We should Qk« ta |ay^sp*jelil 
tnhute, to those. gcAottt*•»*!&. 
especially. duting ttlsei last 
years, with ptirtex*.doeiiify to 
the teaching auteetj» of th* 
Church and with outstanding 
gifts of rematch afld'earpref 
aton, have wjth gren-..eTedtc* 
tibn undei^ensnah^-dif^ult 
and fruitful stuoi«4. ori* Mi 
Church These^senoftrs, both H 
theological sch&ol* and in sci­
entific and literary dlsiusaiOi»,-
as vaU as in apologetics and 
ta tljrpopujarliatlori otdogtne, 
in the spiritual assistance rend* 
ered to the* fajtfifol and to 60h» 
versations with the separated 
borethren, have' 6U^m many 
and diverse uiustratlons of the 
teaching on the Church. Some 

. of these are of great value and 
utility. 

And so we are confident thai 
the Jbrk of the council will br 
assfttW fey the light of the Holy 
Spirit , l t - f 111 be earned out 
and brought td^ happy conclu-
sicm with such decility to His 
divine inspu-atloni, with, so 
much effort msde to undertake 
fuller end deeper lnvesUgations 
into > the pristine thinking of 
Christ and into the necessary 
and legitimate developments 
which have followed in tha . 
course of-time, wtth such eager­
ness to make of divine truth an 
argument for union and not 
a reason to divide men in 
sterile discussions Or regrettable 
divisions. It will rather lead 
them to greater understanding 
and concord; the result will be 
a source of glory for GOd, joy 
for the Church, and edification 
for the world. 

In this encyclical we are de­
liberately refraining from pass­
ing any judgment of our own 
on doctrinal points concerning 
•the Church which are at pres­
ent under examination by the 
council itself over which we 
have been called to preside, It 
is our desire to leave full lib* 
erty of study and discussion to 
such an important and authori­
tative assembly. In virtue of 
our Office of teacher and pas­
tor, and placed at the head of 
the- Church of God, we reserve 
to ourself the choice of the 
proper moment and manner of 
expressing- our Judgment We 
are most happy if wo can pre­
sent it in perfect accord with 
that of the concfliar fathers. 

However, we cannot avoid al­
luding rapidly to the results we 
hope will derive from the coun­
cil itself, and from the efforts 
we mentioned above, which the 
Church must mace to com* to a 
fuller ana "firmer awareness 0? 
herself. These results are the 
aims we have set for our apos­
tolic ministry as we undertake 
it* consoling ami tremendous 
responsibilities. They are. so te 
speak, the program of our pon­
tificate. We tell you this, ven­
erable brethren, briefly hut fa 
alllmcerity, so that you wHlp* 
wHlinf To hUp us put f f Info 
effect by your advice* by youf 
support by your collaboration. 
We think that by opening our 
heart to you, we are opening it 
not only to all the faithful of 
the Church of God, but especi­
ally.to, those whom our voice 
can reach t%dnd the wide 
limits of the fleck of Christ 

The Href benefit to be reaped 
from a deepened; awareness of ••, 
herself by the Church is a re--^ 
newed discovery of her vital 
teSM of uniOfi with Christ This 
is something that IS very well 
known, but M something that is 
rundlmental and indlspenssible . 
and never sufficiently under­
stood, meditated upon, and 
honored. 

Union wfth Christ 

What should we not say 
about this central theme of all 
our religious inheritance? For­
tunately, you already have an 
excellent grasp of this doctrine. 
W* wift say no more at thii 
time except to urge you to keep 
it always before your eyes at a 
directive principle both in your 
spirituality and in your preach­
ing. Rafflrer than to our words* 
listen to the Exhortation of_our_ 
pi^aecessor already mentioned 
in his encyclical Mystic! Cor­
poris: "we mast accustom our­
selves to see Christ in the 
Church. It ta Christ wbo lives' • 
in the Church, who teaches, 
governs and sanctifies through 
i t It is Christ, too, wbo mani­
fests Himself differently in 
different members of His sod-

~ety" (AuA>&, lb- p. 338*. 

Bow we should like to dwell 
on the thoughts that come to 
BSiad from Sacred Scripture. 
from the Fathers, the doctors 
and the saints when we consid­
er this enlightening truth of 
our Faith. Did not Jesus Him­
self t«U us thai He is the vine 
aaff-m tEe branches fJn is. 
SstJ? So we not have before 
«s all the rieh*» of S t Paul's 
Kictrtrig," who never ceases to 
'tmm *»: "you are aft one 
person in Jesus Christ" (Gal. 
3, 28,? Arid to recommend to 
6s ".. . let us grow up. in every-
fhiafei into a due proportion 
Wlflt Christ, who is our head; 
Oh Hun all the body depends" 
(Boh. 4. 15-I8>? And to ad­
monish us: "there Is nothing 
hot Christ in any of us" (CoL 
3, IW 

fefflee It te yesall S^.Augus­
tine as fee one^eache'r among 
many who coulcj be cited "Let 
us rejoice and give thanks that 
we have become not only Chris­
tians but Christ My brothers, 
do you understand the grace 
of God our head? Stand in ad­
miration, rejoice; we have be­
come Christ For If he Is the 
head, we are the members; he 
and we are th* complete man 
.;*. Therefore, the fullness of 
Christ is constituled by the 
Aiia. and merabers. What is the 
head and the members? Christ 
jnd iho GhurchM (In So. Tract 
3fc£MP.I* 35, 1588). 

We know well that this is a 
mystery* ft is the mystery of 
th* Church, And if, with toer-
help of God, w* fix our gase on... 
this mystery we will receive 
niahy spiritual benefits, the 
very ones w« believe the 
Church, today stands in great­
est need of, The presence of 
Qhrist, Hi* very life will become 
operative In each one and in 
the whole of fee KystlcaJ Body 
by reason of the worlong of a 
living and life-giving faith, ao 
cording to tho words Of the 
Apostle: "may Christ find a 
dwelling-place, through faith. 
in your hearts" (Eph. 3, 17). 

Indeed, awareness of the mys­
tery of th? Church is a result 
Of a mature and living fatih. 
From such a faith comes that 
"feeling for the Church." which 
fills the Christian who has been 
raised In the school of the di­
vine word. He has been nourish­
ed by the grace of the sacra­
ments and of the Ineffablo In­
spirations of the Paraclete, has 
been trained in the practice of 
the virtues of the Gospel, has 
been ImbUed with the culture 
and community life of the 
Church, and is profoundly 
happy to find himself endowed 
with that royal priesthood prop­
er to tho people of God (cf. I 
Petr. 2, 9). 

The mystery of the Church is 
not a mere object of theologi­
cal knowledge: it Is something 
to be lived, something that the 
faithful soul can have a kind 
of connatural experience of. 
even before arriving at a clear 
notion of it Moreover, the com­
munity of the faithful can be 
profoundly certain of Its par­
ticipation in the Mystical Body 
of Christ when It realizes that 
by divine institution, the min­
istry of the hierarchy of the 
Church Is therp to give It a HA-
ginning, to give It birth rn\ 
Gal. 4:19. I Cor. 4:15). to teach 
and sanctify and din»rt it It 
is by means of this divine In­
strumentality that Christ com­
municates to His mystical Body 
as it navels Its pilgrim's way 
through time its visible struc 
ture. Its sublime unity. Its abil­
ity to function organically, its 
harmonious complexity, its spir­
itual beauty. 

Images do not suffice to 
translate Into meaningful lang­
uage the full reality and depth 
of this mystery. However after 
dwelling on the Image of the 
Mystical Body, which was sug­
gested by the Apastie Paul, »e 
should especially call to mind 
one suggested by Christ Him­
self, that of the edifice for 
which He Is the architect and 
the builder, an edifice ind<x>d 
founded on a man who Of him­
self is weak but wbo was 
miraculously transformed by 
Christ into solid rock, that Is. 
endowed with marvelous and 
everlasting indefectibility "it is 
upon this rock that I will build 
my Church'' fHt 16, 18). 

If we can awaken in ourselves 
such a strengtlkglving feeling 
for the Church and instill it In 
the faithful by profound and 
careful instruction, many of 
the difficulties which today 
trouble students ofecclesiology. 
as for examplei, bow the Church 
can be at once both visible and 
spiritual, at once free and sub­
ject to discipline, communi­
tarian and hierarchical, already 
holy and- yet still being tfancti-
fed, contemplative and active, 
and̂  so on, will be overcome in 
practice and -solved by those 
wbo, after being enlightened by 
sound teaching-, experience the 
living reality of the Church her­
self, 

Hut above alt the Church's 
spirituality w03 come forth en­
riched and nourished by the 
faithful reading of Sacred Scrip­
ture, of the holy Fathers and 

, Doctors of the Church and by 
all that brings about in the 
Church such an awareness. We 
mean systematic and accurate 
instruction, participation in that 
meotttparable school of worts, 
signs and divine inspiration? 
which constitute the sacred 
liturgy and by silent and ferv-
en meditation on divine truths 
and finally by wholehearted 
d e d i c a t i o n to conteav 
plative prayer. 

Cootfsaed Next Week) 
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