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proper moment and ganner of
expressing cur judgnient. We
are fost hapgy if wé ¢an pre
sent it in perfect accord with
that of the conciliar Fathery,
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We will say no more at this
time excipt i) urge yéy to ketp
it always befbre yaur éyes at 2
directivé princlsie both in your
spitituality and in ybur présch-
ing. Rather than & our words,
listen to thé éghortation of our
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i his encyclical Mysticl Cor-
poris: “we must acomuttom our-
gelves to wes Christ in ths
Church. It iz Christ who livey .

in the Church, who teaches, -

governs and sanctifiss through
it. It is Christ, too, who mani-
fests Himself dmerenﬁy in
different menbers of His soclk

~e” (AAS, b. p. 328).
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and we he bramches (Jn 15,
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H

many who could be cited: “Let
us rejoice and give thanks that
we have bécoine not only Chris-
tiang hut Christ, My brothers,
erstand the grace
God our head? Stand in ad-
mitation, rejoice; we have be-
cofte Christ, For i he {s the
head, we are the membars; he
lnd we are the complels mm
e e 'rheremre, the fullfess of
congtitated by the
d mefghers. What Is the
hm} and the members? Christ

-.4nd the Church” (In Jo. Tract.
"3!,3-—?1‘. 35, 1368). .
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hﬂp of God, we {ix our gaze on...
this mystery wé will receive

many spiritugk benefits, the
very oiits we billeve the
Chuich todsy stands in great.
est peed of, Tha presence of

Ghrist, His very lifs will become
operative fn one and in
tha whols of tha Mystits] Body

by rexson of ﬂie working of a
# and life-giving fx!tb ac
cording to the wmk 8! the
postle: “may Christ find »
welling.place, through faith,
in 'your hearts”. (Eph. 3, 17).

Indeed, awarenfss of the mys
tery of the Church is a resuit
6! s maturs and living faith.
From such & falth comes that
“feeling for the Church,” which
fills the Christian who has been
raised in the school of the dt-
vine word. He has been nourish-
ed by the grace of the sacra-
ments and of the ineffablo in-
spirations of the Paraclete, has
been trained in the practice of
ths virtues of the Gospel, has
been imbued with the culture
and community life of the
Church, agd is profoundly
happy to find himself endowed
with that royal priesthood prop-
er to the people of God (cf.
Petr. 2, 9).

The mystery of the Church is
not a mere object of theclogi-
cal kmowledge; it is samething
to be lived, something that the
faithful soul can have a kind
of connatural experiencoe of,
even before arrviving at a clear
notion of it Moreover, the com-
munity of the faithful can be
profoundly certain of its par
ticipation in the Mystical Body
of Christ when it realizes that
by divine institution, the min-
istry of the hierarchy of the
Church is there to give it a be

nning, to give it birth (f.

2l. 4:18, | Cor. 4:15), to teach
and sanctify and direct it It
is by meant of this divine in-
strumentality that Christ com-
municates to His mystical Body
a3 it travels its pligrim's way
through tims fis visible struc-
ture, its sublime unity, its abil-
ity to function organically, its
harmonious complexity, its spir-
{tuat beauty.

Images do not suffles to
translsls into meaningful lang-
uage ths full reality and depth
of tlils mystery. Howéver after
dwélling on the image of the
Mystical Body, which was sug-
ger‘ﬁ by the Apostiz Paul, we

call to mind
one suzg Christ Him-
self, that o{ the edifice for
whichh He {s the srchitect and
the buyilder, sn edifice [ndeed
founded on & man who of him-
self s weak but who was
miraculousty  transformned by
Christ into solid rock, that s,
endowed with marvelous and
evariasting indefectibility “it is
upon this rock that I will butld
my Church” (Bit. 18, 18).

If we can awaken in ourselves
tuch a sirengthgiving feeling
for the Church and {nstill it in
the faithful by profound and
caréful instruection, many of
the difficulties which today
troyble students of ecolesiology,
a5 for example, how the Church
¢an be at once toth visible and
spiritual, at once fres and sub-
ject to  discipline, communi-
tarisn and hierarchical, already
hbly and. yet still being dancts-
féd, contempiative and active,
and so on, will be overcoms in
practics and -stlved by those
who, aftér being efilightened by
sound {eachiftz, experience the
lmng reality of the ¢h ber-

But above all, the Church's
spirituality will come forth en-
riched 4nd nourished by the
faithful reading of Sacred Scrip-
turé, of the holy Fatbers and

. Dottors of the Church and by

all that brings about in the
Church such an awareness, We
mean systematie end accurate
instruction, psrlicipation in that
fneomparable school of words,
gigns and divine inspirations
which constitaote the sacred
liturgy and by silent and ferv-
en meditatjop or divine truths
and finally by wholehearted
dedication to contems
plative prayer.

Contioued Next Week)
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