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Building aBridge _

A Hazardous Task

. Pope Paul's first encyclical is expected to be pub~s
lsiind today. |

 *Phe long awalted documént will point the diréetion
he'plans to take the Church during the rest of his pontifi-
aalh. S :
; Most recent popes have issjed their inaugural en-
cydlical soon nfter their election to the papacy. Last
year when he becameé the Saviour's Vicar, Pope Paul
fachd the vast task of continuing the Vatican Council.
Hip talk to the bishops at the Council was a spoken en-
cytlical and today's document will probably reflect that
megsage — the need for o renewal of the spiritual forces
wé:so frequently ignore in our day to day involvement
in g very material world.

" One phrase that occurs often in Pope Paul's talks
antj writings — both prior to and since he became pope
— {8 the need “to build a bridge to the modern world.”

I Ten years ago one such bridge was blown up on
orders from Rome — and the rumblings of the blast still
jigfle ecclesiastical selsmographs.

. That “bridge”®— admittedly an experimental model
~—Was the priest-worker movement in France,

France, its countryside dotted with picturesque
churches, its cities dominated by great cathedrals, its
reflutation as “eldest daughter of the Church,” was none-
theless a mission country,

: Pope Leo XIII at the end of the last century moan-
ed ut the loss of the working classes of Europe — and
the loss was virtually tolal in France. Priests and their
few faithful church-goers held their religious rites as
ignored and isolated as if they were in Tibet. The rest
of the nation chobe to be interested in other people, other
things. The Church, the average Frenchman admitted,
did no harm, but then it didn't do any good either, he
sald, so why waste time — like bandaging up a wooden

leg.
Then came World War 11.

Priests shared the same {ate as other Frenchmen—
Including forced labor under the Nazis in Germany.

There in Germany one young priest discovered he
was a foreigner not because he was in a different country
‘but because he was in the world of the French work-
ingmen.

“This forelgn land I'm talking about isn't the land
to which we were suddenlf' transported, the country in
which we had to live. No, it's the workers’ world, about
which we previously knew nothing and which we gradu.
ally discovered while we were there,” wrote Father
Henrl Perrin. o '

“This is the land where Christ is unknown; where
the name of God evokes no response; it's the land of
men without God. . . . I got to know this terra aliena
very well indeed. My asto ed eyes scrutinized it from
evary point of view.”

Father Perrin and scores like him, shaken by the
discovery that their song ""Catholic and French forever”
was a monstrous lie, sét about in the shambles of war
to restore the faith to a nation that lost it and didn't
much care about the loss,

All projects proposed faced the fundamental test —
how do you even get the workers to listen? Mention re-
ligion and they turn away, or turn up the radio. The very
sight of a priest in his cassock mepted all sorts of re-
marks it's neither nice to repéat nor legal to print.

The priests who had been drafted to work shoulder
to shoulder with other men claimed they had gained
at least a few willing listeners through the bond of
friendship foried in the wear{ and exhausting hours of
working together., Why not tfy this again — let the
priests doff their clerical garb and go into the factories,
the mines, the shops, onto the docks and on the farms,
When they would finally be accepted as friends and fel-
low-workers and had won the respect of their compan-
ions then they could reveal their identity and speak of
God and His love for all men.

Thus was born the priest-worker movemeént. It
flourished briefly and then died in 1954. Seldom has the
Church had such zealous missionaries, seldom has the
toll of victims been so tragic.

The priests, instead of converting the strange world
to which they went as missionaries, were instead swamp~
ed by it. Some left the priesthood, some lost their faith
completely, some even joined the Communists. Many
who did survive in their hazsrdous vocation ran inte
sharp conflicts with clergy who kept to the “traditional™
ways of Church life,

t
The sword swung down early in 1954. Cardinal
Alfredo Ottaviani said the French priest-workers wers
spending too much time oh material bread and not
enough on spiritual bresd. The Vatican paper Osserva-
tore Romano followed the Cardinal’s theme in an article
titled, *“The misuses of charity.”

The French Jesuits pulled out members of their

order from the movement, the Dominican superiors at® -

Paris. Lyons and Toulouse — all known as in favor of
continuing the priest-worker program — wers removed
from officé and four noted members of the order —
with like reputations — Fathers Chenu, Feret, Congar
and Boisselot were banished from Paris.

The French bishops then announced the experiment
was over, Cardinal Feltin asked for prayers for those
who were “crucified” by the decision.

Father Perrin thought the decision a great mistake
but accepted the Church's decision, asking only for six
months off to condition himself to return to parish
duties. )

He never did return, however. He was killed on his
motor bicycle in an accident thst had no witnesses.

Silence cloaked his death as it now cloaks the move-
ment in which he was once so ardently engaged. His
autobiography was just printed, titled ‘‘Priest snd
Worker."” .

From the vantage point of ten years later, we can
hope that his courafe will spur other brave hearts to re-
spond to Pope Paul's-plea in our time to build another
bridge to the world where God Is still a stranger.

—Father Henry Atwell
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Miracle in Uganda

White Nun's Devotion To Black Saints

By AL ANTCZAK

Los Angeles — (NC)—Broth-
er Paul of the White Fathers
of Africa is 2 man who has had
a miracle occur within hiy ewn
family.

He speaks of It in matter of
fact fashion — as matter of fact
as 4 man can be whose own
iifetime has been an age of mir-
acles. Brother Paul discussed
it at the Whits Fathers head-
quarters here shorlly after the
word came that Pope Paul VI
would raise to sainthood on Oct.
18 the 22 Martyrs of Uganda.

Brother Paul's sister was
cured miraculously from bdu-
bonle plague through the intér
cession of the martyrs. The
valldity of her cure was accept-
ed on July 7 by the Congrega-
tion of Rites In conjunction
with the martyrs' cause. She
lived for 12 years. after her
cure.

“I saw my sister only once in
all the years we were in Africa
together,” Brother Paul re-
counted.

Her name was Sister Richildis
~~and she was a member of the
White Sisters of Africa, more
formally known as the Mission-
ary Sisters of Our Lady of
Africa.

Brother Paul and his sister
came from a family of 18 chil-
dren. Their father was a black-

smith in southern Germany. .8

Four of the children became
missionaries; two joined the
White Sistere of Africa and two
became Brothars.

“My brother died a prisoner
of war in Russia in 1646 at
Tiflis. We believe he was cap-
tured in Stalingrad, Tha ‘soci-
ety lost many, many Brothers
in Russia. Some may still be
alive there as prisoners of war.

They were drafted Into the Ger
man Army,” hé recounted.

Brother Paul said he and Sis-
ter Richildis were very close to
each other as children. She was
four years older than he.

“We always winted to be
missionaries. She used to read
me books shout the missions.™
he recalled. “I'd always wanted
to go to the Far East, but one
day she rexd to me about the
White Fathers and their hard-
Lips in Africa. All of a sud-
Hen, for no reason I can explaln,

knew Africa was my place.

“My mother,” ¢ontinued
Brother Paul, - “told me she
never had any doubts that the
two of us would be mission-
aries.”

Brother Paul was the first to
join. When he went back to the
novitiate from a vacation, he
took his Sister with him.

T left her at the door of the
White Slsters and then went on
to our novitiate,” he taid. “We
both mads our first professions
on the gams day In 1933.”

Sister Richildis preceded her
brother to Africa. She was sent
there in 1935. He roceived his
ficst mission  assignment In

1088, when ha was 24, after

spending three years working
3t the Whilt Fathers seminary
in Germany.

Africa was in 1047,
Jier Paul was stationed on
Fyrewe Islind, 50 miles out

Lake Victoria.

“She was at the north end:

of the lake I was in Tangan-
yika, she in Uganda. The trip
took a whole week by lake
steamer, half a week up the
lake, half a weak back. I got
to visit with her onhly one day.
1t was the fast and only time I
saw my xister,” hs recalied,

BY GARY MacEOIN
7

Buddhizm Has always prided itself on
being a religion of brotherhood and psace.
It professes and urges a high level of pare
fection €and selfcontro], placing major
stress on the contemplativa life of the monk,

It does not proclaim absolute doctrines,
contenting itself with proposing to its ad-
Hereiits a way for them to follow in order
to reach perfection.

In spite of all this, Buddhism has €men
ged in the postwar period in soveral ¢oun-
tries of Asia as a vehicle of bitterly antis
Westagn opinion and action. It played a

-~ substantial .part in the overthrow of the

Diem regime in South Vietnam.

A Buddhist mionk in 1959 assassinated
Solomon Bandaramaike. prime minister of
Ceylon and himself ¥’ Buddhist; because he
was dissatisfied with the respchse of the
Bandaranaike government to demands made
by the :Buddhist Congress of Ceylon in 1958
for reforms which would bring civic society
closer to the Buddhist ideal. Many of thoss
demands have since béen met, and in the
provess no little suffering has been caused
to the Christians of Ceylon.

Strategically located just off India's
south coast, the Itland ¢f Ceylom Is about

three qmrteu he size of the state of

Maiire, It ¢

g1y

-

- Pressure on resources has thus combined
vith the jockeying for position that always  d
follows independence t¢ encoutdge the :
dominant Singhalei#: to seek the elimins-
tion of eultural &bsoipton of the other
community to which one gives allegiance.

The Singhaless consider that theitr home.
land reached .its highest level of calture
snd prospetity more than & théusand years
ago under an gnlightened regimé inspired..
by learned Buddhist monks. They blaime.
the inroads of Tamils from the south of
India for the decay of this cuiture, and
one of their grievances against the colonial
regine was that it encoursged further im-

, migration of these Tamils who now number

‘more than & million.

The colonial administrations also neglec-
ted the national culture and <ustoms, of
which the Buddhist monks have always
bsen the principal exponents, and they
favored the devalopment of Christian com-

bris.tea, rubbér atd goconuts,
but rice prodatiion has not kept pace with
a population that has doubled to ten mil
lion in 85 yesaxs. Neither has the economy
expanded rapidly entvigh to provide jobs,
Unemployment is high snd niany go hun-

THE MIRACLE had already
taken place when he visited
her. The plague had struck her
in 1941, , \

?

“She didn't say anything
sbout it to me,” Brother Paul
said. “But we went for &8 walk,
‘I have something to show you, °
she sald. And she took me to
the cemetery.

“She showed te s grave and
safd: This grave was dug for
me. But I think the good Lord
still needed me.’ Bhe dldn't siy
much more,” continned Brother
Paul. “That was the only thing
she told rne”

“T always knew gshe had great
devotion to tha Martyrs ol
Uganda,” Brother Paul contin.
ued. "She was running the hos.
pital at her mission in Uganda,.
It was a big place, Thers were
wards for men and women and
a maternity ward.

“We made. & little pilgrimage
together to a nearby memorisl
shrine to one of the Uganda
martyrs. She told me that she
often eame here-{o -pray-when
she néeded some help.

“My sister was very quiet
obout her work,” he sald,

*But on my mother's 70th
birthday my sister sent her a
letter and told her that she
had baptized 289 persous in her
work at the hospital,” Brother
Paul recalled.

During his postwar years in
Africa, Brother Paul was able
to visit the physiclan who had
cared for his sister. He was Dr.
Ahmed in the service of the

British government, an Indian

amd a Mosltem.

“Dr. Ahmed told srme he was
very edified by my sister's ae
tivity. He attended the sick in
her hospital,” Brother Paul re.
counted. "He was one of those
called to Rome to testify as to
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Hinda fellow Tamil, ]
ary'of Seiighalése orfgln suffer from their
denitiention with the West, -~

muniti®és raised in Western attitudes and

change of climiate, The cousiderable num.
ber of them wio are Tamlls by rite come
under Bhé aama’ general cloud as their
Tatills, Biit évesi those who

ayorabils Tl
tivated by the Cofmunists, whose influence
is high and growing: Communism in China’
has niandfed o rédch ah anderstanding
with Buddhism and aliow)
privileges, Comimunists
have found ways t
nam, north and sonl “
.~ Simitarly In Ceylon, both groups stress
the ared of agreement §
softpedalibg the cdaflicts, The regime in
spower since 1956, first under Solomon
Bandaraxiaike- and dince’ his assassination
* under | is widow, is in fact far to the left.

Onw of the grest blows t6 Catholics in
Ceylon was the natlonalization in 1960-61
of the Catholic primary schos
by the withdrawal of anbsjdies
lic secomdary schools
of sevére lmitations

Her niim‘clf. Hé testified that
hs was cal

c&se 'wast l{nt t_‘llxe rg;s’t criitltcnxl'
8 == tha ready fay siste
hpga black spots on her skin
{from the plagie.”

Sister Richildis lived for 12
years after her miraculous re-
¢dvery. She died Dec, 28, 1953.

Brother Paul contfnues his
service in the Whits Fathers of
Africa at their house hers in
Los Angeles where he now
sérves a8 bursar, °* .

He iz & big mad — tops 6
feet, is big boned, with strong
face and competent _looking
hands liké a méechanie, & far
mer, & worker. He has been in
charge of mainténance work and
upkeep 4t mission stations in
varout pafts of Africa and
knows héavy responyhmty.

He was responsible for all
mechanical work at the mission
of Mbeya, Tanganyiks, 500 miles
from & raflroad and a long
way from a hardware store,

At Tabora, Tanganyika, he
Was & mechanic again and one
of his responsibilities was grind-
ing corn ‘flour to supply the
needs of 100 seininarians and
200 secondary school pupils,

On Ukerewe Island in Lake
Victoria he supervised ginning
of cotton. The island has & pop-
ulation of more than 100,000,
has three missions and two
hospitals.

The White Fathers introdue
éd cotfon there in 1009 on
5.000 acres of jungle land given
them by the German govern-
ment. Cotton has flourished.

Brother Paul wears his long
white funic with the air of a
veteran. He walks with the aid
of a cane. Africa has left its
mark on him. And hs on it.
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they fajled in 1960 to get 10%
6f the fotal vote as required for
official status under Puertq
Rican Iaw, The néw nigsiuré re.
duces the' requited percentage
from 10% to 3%). "

Since 1960, stepd have Been
taken toward a reconciliation
between Catholic leaderi and
the Munor Marin reginie,

Archbishop Emanuele Clari-
-2zio, -apostolic nuncio to the
Dominican Republic whose jure
isdiction includes Puerto Rico,
has visited several timeés with
the governor seeking xolutions
to Church-State differancés. In
September, 1962, Archbishop
Davis lifted the ban on Catho-
lies voling for the Popular
Democrats. At the sam# time
he stated that the CAP i “not

* & Church party.” .

" If Muno: Marin had ts

The governior said the inten.

tion in placing the declaration
in the 1980 plaiforin was not
maliclous and added that the
statentent had been misunder-
stood. He Implied that jt might
be reworded,

Christian Action party presk
dent Jose L. Feliy Pesquera
hailed the announcement, say-
ing it emphasized the *“pood
name, rectitude and_honor of
the Hlustrious Bishaps Mo
manus, Davis and Aponte.” He
s3id ths Church-State fight of
1960 could have bash {voidéd

th the
same stand then,

The  English-language San
Juan Star urged in an editorial
that the plank be abandoned
entirely rather than rewritten,

“Tnlight of the bitterness the
plank ca(tjxsa? in the 1960 cam.
paign and the apparent expénd.
abilily of what Gov. Mu:oz‘-,fmw
says wai uiiclearly presentsd.
the newspaper sdid, “it would
be wlse to abandon the plank
completely, , ,

»“It was found impossible in
1980 to draft-the plank In words
completely clear to many thou-

_sands of CathdTics. It is possi.

L AS & Tesult e, Cathalieork -

" ented Qhristian Avtion” party .

® " wax get up with the approval of
T - the bishpps. In the Nuvembur .

k- that caioed e Flocions the CAP.yas one of. .
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ble that efforfy {6 retain the
spirit or essence of the plank
this year will result ia igniting
anew an episode {n Puerto
Rico's political history that left
nothing but bitterness in the
hezrtt of many citizéns.”

* Leftist Influences Grow In Ceylon'

howevér, was not without its bendfioial”
g‘% halla;;y gaumﬁcs ar: t;mw recogiiizing
) " PP 7 themselves had to share the « -
why nuniber 900,000 (six 1 " official action; besause:
emi ‘Catliolits), now feel the ?h:;!rmfafi‘l];réh &-ﬁ&ﬂmﬁq& tli’fntégg.v o
Although the eléry 'is largely Céylonese
(386 out of 534 priests in 1962), the pricsts
were slow to et rid of such feudal insti-
tutions %s forms of address proper :fo su.
periors in spéaking to the people.. Catho-
licYeaders educated in, the Cathotit:?mhofg
had continuéd after indépéndence to idens.
tify thémselves with the conservative party -
which .spiight 1ot -oily to retsln Western
. teandir way:{ but o prevent soclal progress. . . .
78 it considérable - . Many Buddhists who had gone to Catfio-
s 4nd Buddhists 4156 ~ Jie schools had. backed the take-over, Tiot
work together in Viet-  from any prejudice against Catholicism,
' but bécause of the failure of the teachers
to protect or even take into account the
culture of the country.. - S
Ceylon’s Catholic leaders are in a hurry
today to correct the ffills of the past
Thére s a serious effort fo develop a
social conseience, so that Catholies will
exert an influenite in 8 country hungty for
justice and equality. Because of the high
- proportion of, Cathelics among the educated,

age 18 sedulously cul-

in their teachings,

followed  this-change can be very beneficial. One can
m Catho-  agree’'with veteran missionary Father Haas
| the imposition  that “the Church in Ceylon is beginning te
thems. The blow,  blossom.” _ )
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