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DoWe Again Face
A Great Agony?

The Catholic Church iy currently sinder indictment

tor its alleged silence when Atiolf Hitler began hls rise
to power.

The charge is dramatized in the stag! piay The
Deputy and documented in the just published book
“The Catholic Church and Nazi Germany. » o

Those who make the chnrga sy the Fuéhrér gave
ample evidence in his early speeches of the whiriwind
he intended to unléash if he cam® to powar.

That the Fuehrer's words were clear Is true. But
who then could believe that such madiress would ever
become reality?

Hitler’s basic doctrine claimed éuty to the home:
land justified any action — repudiation of tréativs, sup-
pression of a free press, muzzling of the pulpits, takes
over of other nations, obliteration of indivi ua freedom,
massive lies of propaganda, torture, brutal b re, ak-up of
families, forced labor and the.“fital solution” to #ix
million people whose only crimie was that they werd
born as Jews,

the Sahara. That it did not prevail was due to th
sweat and tears shed by those who belisved patrioﬁsm
was better served insother ways.

But the Hitler madness, it seems, did not complete.
ly die with its frightening spokesman.

The world’s ne&a@pera, following Senator Barry
Goldwater's now famous, and frightening, eighteen
words, have poured floods of ink to print their edl-
torial conviction that a Hitlor-like warped patriotism
{s now brewing in the United States.

Delegates at the Republican convention had besn
asked to condemn the left-wing extremism of Commu-
nism and the right-wing extremism of the Ku Klux Kian.

and the John Birch Society, frequeritly identlﬂed» Wlthr

the fascist or nazi mentality,

The delegates shouted down the proposal and theh ‘

later shook their fists and booed newsmen covering the
convention.

Then they loudly cheered Goldwater’s clelrly enun-
ciated statement, “Extremism in the defénse of liberty
is no vice; moderation in the pursuit of justice is no
virtye.”

He certainly does not endorse efther communism
or the Klan but neither has he yet clarified his precise
intention in making tha statement. Its background, how-
ever, is certainly revelatory of a festering jlngoixm,
nationalism which runs co
tion and even to Christian faith.

We are to render to Cabsar what's his — but noth-
ing more, the Gospels tell us,

Patriotism is best when it keeps the law, not when
it takes the law into its own hands, the Constitution telh
us.

The Sonator’s statement will serve the nation,
and the world, §f it spurs a clarification of what true
patriotism should be. And clagification, rather than
mm& condemnation, is, we think, sorely nteded A’t

e.

Neither the Catholie Church nor its spokesmen can
be expected to take sides on merely political Issues—
but neither should the Church axposa itsell to the possi-
bitity 'of facing again in another twenty-five yearz tha
charge that it failed to discern a trend, real or imagin-
ary, which if checked at its beginning would save the
world a great agony,

When thiz nation was on the eve of fts Civil War
agony, the American bishops voiced a gélea We think
what they said in 1840 is valld still in 1

- “The periods which preceds our great elections are
ususlly marked by extraordinary excitement. Associa-
tions are formed, committees are appaointed, clubs are
organized, party spirit is excited, the tongue and the pen
are embittered by virulence, truth is disregarded. More
malancholy and more censurable still - free men of
every religious denomination; electors, upon the proper
exsrcise of whose {)dgment we receive statesmen who

save our republic from ruin or who may degrade

the eyes of the world and destroy our peace and
our liberty; voters, upon whose virtues and prudence
our dearest rights depend — all these are brutalized by
pampering their meanest passions ., . . and thus what
was meant to be a blessing is turned into a curse.

“Beloved brethren fles this contamination, keep
aloof from these crimes. Reflect that you are account-
able not only to society but to God, for the honest, inde-

endent and feafless exercise of your franchise, that
t is a trust confided to you not for your private gain but
far the public good, and that-if yielding to any undue
influence you act either through faver, affection, or the
motives of dishonest gain against your own diliberate
view of what will promote your country’s good, you
have violated your trust, you have betrayed your comm
encs and you are a renegade to your country:™t -

« —Pubnﬂczry)!iwéﬂ

Boston Prelate OKs Group
Desplie Vatican Warning

New York — (RNS) — Cardinal Cushing of Hbs-

ton praised Moral Re-Armament as a *‘noble cguse™ in

t?ng a foreword to a new book published by an
execunve of the movement.

The prelste referred to MRA director Peter How-
ard, the author, ss “a friend of mine and scholar
worker in a noble cause.” The book, for Dedi-
cation, is a compilation of addresses by Mr. Howard 6n :
Moral Re-Armament’s effor{s for world peace.

Moral Re-Armament, founded by the late Frank
Buchman, has been criticized in the past by several.
church bodles, although not ) frequentLv in récént
years.

The movement is designed to “improve the wotld
through improving the nature of all men.” As recent-
ly as 1857, Osservatore Romang, Vatican City news-
paper, cautioned Catholics that they could not cooper-
ate with it.

., Osservatore then cited a 1955 instruction to bish-
ops from the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office
barring lay as well as ecclesiastical parucipstion in
Moral Re-Armament,
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will whether or not to embrace
religion (rellgioua h:xﬂlfferi
entism),

Nor {s {t afﬂrmed that the
human conscience is fre¢ in thes
sense that it is as it were out-
side the law, absolved from any

oblifgation toward God
(laicism). . ’ \
Nor is it sald that falzshood a

is to be considered on an equal
footing with truth, as though
there were no objective norm
of truth (doctrinal relativism).

Nor Is it admitted that man
in any way has a quasi-right to
maintain a peaceful complac-
ency in the midst of uncertainty
(dilettantistic pessimism).

If anyone were to insist upon
giving any of the ammnld
meaning to “religious liberty.”
he would attfibute to our text
a meaning which neithar the
words nor out intention pdssess,

What theréfore is meant in
the text by “religious liberty"?
Positively, religlous liberty is
the right of the human person
to the free exercise of religion
according to the dictates of his
conscience. Negatively, it is ims
manity frord all external farcd
in his personal relations with
God, which the consciench of
man vimilcates to itself.

Rellglous liberty implies
human autonomy, not from
within certainly but from with- /
oot. From within, man is not
freed of thé Gbligations toward
the - religious problem. From

. without, Mis~Tiberty is offend-

ed when obedience to the die-
tates of his conscience in re- -
ligious mitters is impeded.

®

BY GAR? MOIN ‘;3 -

It is not only in the United States that
the great debate pfi,
under Catholic appices 8 taking place. In
many parts of'} .
ing if it is n
tinue toddy to give &u&l education as
activites as lud been cusjo

certuries,

+  The issue was keenly debated, for ex--

ample, st a recent national meeting of the
association “of Catholic t:oueges of Colom-
bia. The meeting agteed that 8 program to
streamline Catholic educational activities
in the country, with a view to their gra-
dus? reduction should be prepared for sub-
mission to a later meeting. -

The practical reason -advanced for this -

re-evaluation Is substantially the same aa
those which underlay the decision of the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati to sappress the
five lowest grades'in its schoolsiand trans-
fer the children to the public ools, It 1s
that education is threatening to

o f

e future of education
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Allied to this js the Iéar. ‘nigie valid in woﬂd, 'l‘he ﬂr%t achools of Afrfcam éj‘&

world, Catholics are ask- .
essary and proper to cofs

mary in recaft- -
*high a priority among Catholic institutional

Colombia than jh the United States; that
the Catholie schbols.tend to becme the pre-
serve of the childten of the wiiltg-do, thus
consututmg a scandal wnd 3 stumbling
. block rathiér thin & pastoral ﬁd

. Even more not%worthy waz a thearetical
argument put forward in a-Bogoth? Catholic
newspaper in (b eve.of the meeting and
taken up by variouk speakers. In & striking
departurs from th- tnditmnal Catholic po-
sition, it-was argied that society today is
more conscious of ifs obligation to -educats
all its members, that it is more :ﬁequhteiy
equipped through the facilities prosrided by
the state to give them & humsn formbtion,
and that consequenﬂy the Church if free
to withdraw pro vely from this area

of service and concéntrata on i&mam

mission of preaching the gospel.

In many of the newly indepandent states -
of Africa the same debate is poing on in a

to absor very different context. Education has de-

(. thnt the mentility of the wlsionaries Téx
" flecied tos cloly that-of e colonial pow-

' the

Built did staffed by misstoniaibs froty-Eue.-

ope, yith. the Catholies genenny playing : J

apreponﬁenntpart, S M
Gradu dly » system OF subsidization

y‘ :
ihe tHlonial governénts’ Wis developed to =«
encouraie the expansion.-of: education, The -

schodlgicontinued to be built, owned, satt- -
ed and adrhinistered by the mision authori:

ties; byt the major pirt of their revenu& N
~ came from government grarits. . :

“For a varlety of réasoim the mew )
depen&mt governments. Ao reloctint”
comtiite this system, Semse of them' f.., ‘

ers, tnding to, exalt Eutopéan cultunl val-
m and attitudes to me meilect oﬂﬁosa ot
s,

Such an allegation is Far fmm univer-
sally founded, but it contaihs enough truth
in catfain casts to make it embarrassing.
Betides, many point out thit in Iiactics |

mission schools hive served prifuarily

o

servie &nd that :ceutémgiy ity sotisols 3

equslly open to il without religiogs teﬁﬁ A
They added thit the Church-would #iot 0f
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. Already, ‘exist, :
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