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Flndlng the Facts
An Elusive Quest

Catholic editors were told at theu' i'aceﬁt conven-.
tion in Pittsburgh that they should get the @“baekstage"

news in order to tell the whole story to thelr teaders.

The dtfﬁculty, hoiwever, ls fnr them"to get pack

'tig"i"

And when they do, sometimes ihe mghiy signiflc

cant news turns out to be not so significant after all.

week;

A little over a year 4go, Americah Cathulics We):a
reading about two turbulences in the Church's intalleca
tusl atmosphere — ohe centered at the Cathiolic Unives. -
sity of Americs at Washington and the other over a fow

phrases in Pope John's encyclical Pacem in Terrls.

The Catholle University was roundly Hamed for
belng - an old-sty\a, authoritarian, clergy-dominated bas-
r updat-
ing the Churich) hiscause it “hanned” four intérnational-
1y noted scholars of the Church'y liberal wing—Father
Godfrey Diekmanti®lilrgy expert; Father Hans Kusng,’
“Swiss-horn dean of theo Ogy 4t & German univarsity;
Jemit Fathér John Courtney Murray, church-staté ex-
pert, and Jesult Father Gustave Weigel, the laté welb
known expert on the ecumenical movement for religious

tion against agiornamento (Pope John's word

anity,
A fow days after the "ban" broke in the mws,

University official spoks about the needed "authnrity”
of church, parents, civil officlals and collége officials
over their charges. The “authority” reference was wide-
1y quoted as evidence CU would tolerate no fréedom for

the liberal spokesmen & voice their opinions there.

The facts, however, are not quite so exciting nor

damaging.

Father Francis Marks, a prlest of the Rochester
Diocese who is assistant to the University's rector, now
Bishop William J. McDonald (he was a Monsignor then),
told us the “backstage" details that didn't get pub-

Hshed —

At the moment the “ban” Was being written in head.
1ines, the rector, Father Marks and Father Weigel were
having lunch together at the faculty dining room. They
were and stayed good friends. Father Kueng was lionor-
ed and listened to at a reception at the Univarsi}y at the
conclusion of his speaking tour of the nation last spring.
Both Father Dickmiann and Father Murray were (and
still are) advisers to the Yatican €ouncil and have-work-
ed in close collthoration with University faculty mem-

bers who are also Council advisers.

Actually the four weren't “banned” at all. Students
lsted twelve speakers they'd like to hear at eight lec.
tures. University officials selected the eight tha{ithought

ons and
left out the four whose ideas were already well known

resented a cross-section of topics and posi

to students there.
And the “authority” speech?

Father Marks had written the text quite routinely
eptsode to be one
at University officials have to give
spur of ths moment. Father Marks has several
like it on fils for such emergencies, The text that prompt.
ed the reaction was actuglly about the Holy Spirit's gift
ade. school pupils can tell you,
rightly orders our actlons according to a proper sense

wt Jeast six months to the “ban®

of those speeches
on the
of counsel which, as

of values.

The “puthority” reference was one sentence in a
ﬁ.ve age talk and was never meant as the keystone of
e lecture but that,s the way it was quoted in the na.

tion‘ s press.

Admittedly the atmosphere at the time was ex-
plosive but what wasn't even intended as a straw jn the
wind was understangably but mistakenly taken to be a

a bsiacon pointing a clear-cut direction. |

The second episode centers on Pope J%mn‘s Peace
encyclical with its approving phrases of a Hmited
“gocfalism” in those arcas or enterprises where unﬂa
stricted feee onterprise elther can't do fhe neede
job or has exploited people and resources out of

.- greed for qulck profits

The champlons_ of unrestricted free enterprise
claimed the Pope didn't really mean the government
should take over in such instances — and théy said
the encyclical’s Latin text .did not contain the word

*‘socialism” although tho other language editions dids

Here agilgn was a case of one aspect of a major

work escalating to &n unintented domihant position.

While this debpte was going on, the Vatican gne
nounced Belgian Cardinal Suénens would come to the
United Nations to speak sbout Pojie Johi's hopes.gnd -

lans {or peace s outlined in the encyclical. )

Nody, said those ?ocf:ed in the “soclalism” debate,
we'll get the “authoritative® answer from the Cardinal.

But again the facts are quite prosaic.

Robert J. Housion of Geneseo told us how his
fathepdindaw Porter R, Chandler was asked if he
would check the Cardinal's talk to be sure its English
wis correcs. Gladly, he replied — two weeks hefore
the scheduled day at the UN, But the text didn't are
rive until two days before — and it was all in French.

Mr. Chandler put his staff to work translating-—and
to speed the job, he turned to the English text of the
encyclical as published in the New York Times for those
portions quoted in the Cafdinal’s talk. It was a question
of time (pardon the pun) rather than authority but those
who were wrangling on the issue of government re-
sponsibility in industry took the citation from the Times
text as the final key to their debate. (Tthe question has
been subsequently settied in a far better way —- sim Iy
by the. fact that Latin doesnt have a word
““Socialism.”)

Both of these episcdes reveal the hazards of head-
Yines and how elusive are the “backstage” items which
are-$o fmportant a factor in understanding a story com-
plefely. It is to the credit of our nation's press that thé
gxekt for the whole truth remains its consant goal even

that quest is sometimes so frustrating. L

. ——F ‘ather Benry Atwell
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Tha mere enumeration of your'
ordinary duties is enongh to ap-
pal the most eritical 8¢ the cri-
tics of the priesthood: daily
Muss or Masges; the brevary,
office calls, slck calls, phone
cslls; sermon prepmtion your
own personal spiritual program
each day, confessions, instruc-
tion of school children and con-
verts; mesting with societies,
correspondence, untangling mar-
rlage cases, solving people’s
manifold problems—and here
the pressure will be on, hecause
“the salvation of a soul may de-
pend on what you say or do In
a particular case,

And the prospect is that your
work load will become heavier
in the years ahead, whather
you are assign®d later to special
duties, or remain as one of the
r'general practitioners” of the .
priesthood, the parish priests.
The Catholic populstion of this
dlocese 1s increasing relatively
more rapidly than the number
of religious vocations.

Many of the parishes fn the
diocese are now understaffed.
This condition will continue in
the forsceable future. One ¢
your greatest problsms will con.
“cern the matter of timh heciuns
yau will be expected, un ocea-
sion, to do the work of two or
thrée priests.

I 1t works ont thit wiy wilh
you, you might remitmber the
words of St. Robect xmm\ha

Newxy ordﬂned pr!em vrith Biship Casey and Monﬁgﬂur
wiitred Craugh, 1eft, 8. Bernard's Sewiliary rettors aré:
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James Bugkg}, Wllligm Donnelly, Thomas 0'Brish, Boktrt
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