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. mimnority in Israel ang Jordan—

A New Exodus

C hnshdﬁ

By MAX LAZEGA

Halfa —(NC)— Israel's only
residential bishop smid here that
he 1« afiatd (Rat theie may be
no more Christians left in the
Holy Langd within 19 to 20 years.

Melkite Rite Bishop Georges

Hakim of Acre wad this project
is “a source of great sngyish”
to him He was interviewid by
the NCW( News Serviep on the
situat:on of the Chureh in Is.
racl and Jordan.

THE ARAB prelate, deplor.
tng the lack of unity among
the Holy land's Christians as
a whale and among Catholies of
different rites, pomnted out that
Chiistians here  have g minor}
tv outlook and. when they are
discernming, feel strongly about
the damage caused by their di-
visions and dechning numbers.”

“The only possible solution”
to the problems caused hy the
Christian exodus from the Holy
Land, the Bishop said, “would
be for the Christian world to
show more interest in this little
minority here which helieves In
Christ and which, should & dis
appear, wonld doahtlesy n® be
replaced.”

He added that the January

piigrimage of Pope Paul Vi to
the Holy lLand was “a great
stimulus in this respect.”

Rishop Iakim concluded that
fn both lsracl and Jordan
“Christians are aspiring to a
more secure future, to greater
unity among themselves, a unity
necessary for that future; ond
to frank and real collahorarion
amnng the different  tatholie
communities ay a nrelude to
gmalc-r unity \nth othet Chris-
tians "'

The Bishop gave the inter-
view following publication by
the Itahan weekly, Oggl, of
what was sald to be a report
he gave to the Pope tn wiuch
he allegedly criticlzed the Is
raelt goyvernment. Bishop Hakim
had earlier denied glving any
«eport to the PPope during his
visit here. In the Intevview he
stressed that ho is in no wav
antl-Israeti and voiced no crit
cism of the religious policies of
his country’s government. e
said that the position of Chris-
tans o lsract—and-Jordan s
about the same and xdded that
the situation of Isrgell Chris.
tians has many positive aspects.

To substantiate his fears of »
“Uhr:stianless” Holy Land, Bish-
op Hakim pointed out that
Christians — even now a tiny

are fast emigrating from both
countries.

In Jordan, he sald, relations
between Christians and the vast
Mosiem majarity are rvelatively
relaxed because of Wing Ius
seins good will toward the
Christians, But widespread pov-
ety and lack ot job opporiunl-
ties, he continued, are causing
Jardainian Cathollcs to ieave for
other Arab countries and
America, - .

As an example, ke ciitd the
case of Christ's birthplace, say-
ing that “Bethlchem, which anly
a few yvears age had enly Chris-
tians. ahout 25,008, 13 taday pop-
vlated by Moslems whe lave
replaced (ke Christians  whe
have gome elsewhere.”

The major factor behind the
departure of Christians from
Isract, he snid, s the fact that
the giroeat majority of them are
\iabs Delaiting the reasons for
the exodus, he sald.

' Recause of the tension exist-
Ing bhetween Ixracl and neigh-
boring  Arab countries. Arab
Christians, ns well as Moslems
have been subjected to special
regutations The offtcially  al
leged  reason for this iv the
security of the siaste  lzvael's
Arab population Is looked on as
g fifth column.

“For this Teason most Arabs
were placed under military lav
~—their movements were under
surveillance and their work and
employment, especially of those
in government sErvice, were
subjected to security congidera-
tions. Some of these restrictions
have been done away with in
recent times and are no longer
maintained except along the
border.

"Ano‘hc}'\ source2 of seribus
difficulty for the Christians of
Israel comes from thé laws
passed In 1948 and 1962, under
which a large port of their
lands wore expfopﬁaied to be
given to immigrant Jows, .
Compensation  was offerod to
the owners, but it was s0 unjust
that in general it was refused

Bishop ¥akim repertefl um
beeause of the Hight of Arsh
refugees during the 1948 Arab-
Israeli war, the Church in this
coumiry last half of lts mem-
bers, including its clite. fle re-
called that his own dlocese losl;
20000 people. Moreover, he
sail, most Chiristian  docters,
lawyers and higher civll serv
an(s fled ot ithst time snd have
not returneil. Because of the
large-scale departure, he added,
many churches and schools were
closed and several congregations
of miuns left

In addition, he went on®ls

raeli’'s lastern Rite mxumum,L’Q,

ties have been cut off from the
sefninafios that used to supph
their priests. . “It is for this
reason.” the Eishop said, “that
the Melkits Rite diocese has

[

despite thelr long residence there,

[y

a priest and that the Maronites that there is no future for the
do not have the number o(l fn Istael_and man

Few Chrlsmhi remain in the Holv Land — land dlvided hv two naﬁﬁns
officlally at war, Jewlsh Y¥srael and Arab Jordan. In either
find themseclves a shrinking minority, often conslden d as “Ioreiﬂners"

many — particularly among the|
inlcllm.hml.ﬂl&..—.lhink.

priests they need, to say nothinglus for sunpler skiex. Althnugh they would be beller off else-
of the Orthodox .community|isracl's 1abok shortage’ resily]Where and leave ug" :

which is even-more deslitute.”

providey preatet job opportunt

“For these reasdns” he con-jties for our people today, and

cluded, “our Christians believe!thus

relative matorial  case,

Althouth Chrisﬂam are a

all” minority g the Holy
$and, Bishop Hykim stressed

Reform wnf Index Askéd

¢ ‘;:

Washington — (RNS) — The Society
of Catholic College Teachers of Sacied]
Poctrine, in an \mpreeeﬁenwd action
called on the American hicrarchy to wip-:
port at the Second Vaticai Cduncil pro-
posals that would “iefarm thoroughly”
the Chirch's Index of Forbidden Rooks.

A spekesman sald the Index consti
tuted an “anomaly” in the modern world.

Some 395 priests, Sisters and Broth-
ers voted on the resolution adopied at
the Society’s annual meeting

Two resolutions were prepared; the
first, considered “weak™ by a majority of
detegntes, was withdrawn in favor of the
Following stand which asked the US.

bishops to:

“. .. support at the next session of
the Vatican Council the effort to reform
thoroughly that section of Canon Law ]
dealing with prohibited books and the

m""‘ -2

teachers,

wwﬁe iiﬂﬁ wewsmen that the existence
of ke tadex In the 20th Century “of- fiamy,
fends. any Calholics. A lot of people |
would Ttke (# Seo the whole idea of for-
biddem bobke eliminated from the image
of (& Church.”

The priest said he thought no one
would object to an Index of “non-récor-
mended books,” but held that the *oblis
galory character of the Canon Law” be-
hind the Index of Forbidden Books is
opposed by Catholic scholars and

The Soclety has members f m 143
universitics and colleges. Tt teportedly
is the first U.S. Catholic body to make
a formal appeal for reform. or elitnina-
tion of the Index. -

1

First draft of the Society’s resolu-
tion, withdrawn in favor of what was re-

Roman Index, so that Catholic scholars, 4garded a3 & “'stronger” stand, urged that

teachers and stidents may be able to
enter into mof¢ meaningful dialogue
with the contemporary world.”

A- priest said that the phrase “re-

form thoroufhly” was tantamount to a
request that the Index of Forbidden

Books be dropped entirely.

{ “the Yaws of the Index be liberalized (if
tlie Tndex must be retained in any forn)
‘te the-end £hat Catholic students may
no longer be impeded in their reading
and professors in their research, but that
they may fregly take lheir place in the
intellectual world.™
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 vided . Into many groups shich]
often do hot cnopmte with one

iyt

ibe Mayonite Rité. Other Chris-jmen
Hans ini;lu@e about 18.000 Orth-

thaf they aré thiemselves di-f

another,

Only 160000 —
cent — oi Jordan's 1,200,000
people ate Ghrist{ms, The rest
are Mostems, Ths Christiang
include 435000 Cathqlics; 1t} -
between 30,000 menbers of the
Latin Rite and 15000 mbmbers

-

about 9 per

- |sid, was éssential today.to meet
',r,chﬁnglﬂg'tlmes. Ce

- sonablé to suggest ihat the lay

- |teache

suonsigillty

- Jat the fdm!wistrnuve level,” he
Jedid.-

‘*First it would seem rea-

ven increased re-
decision making

“Not only \vomd this be ad-
visable because of “the rising;
perceniage of lay teachers In
Catholic édUcauan. but more
significantly a’ ooliev which
would actively sollclt the opin.
of the lay teacher woulll
to id'”"ﬂf"ﬁrm nore intl

terprise; to-mike Jim an integ
ral part df the Catholle school
rather than & temporary teach
‘* mere’ employe, or, as in
substitate

|

ten

en
former, timey, a
tedcher.”

. @ Secondly, McDevitt recom-
nieripd  strehigthening © Dalsor
betweert the schopl and the
homé, iﬁﬂ “hece agiin the hily

of the Melkite Rite. There are
also 45,000 Greek--Orthodoxid
4000 Gregorian.,
1.500 :\nguwu, 1,009 cqpts mc‘l
3 500 othérs.:

Imel his but 55000 Chﬁ:—
’ﬁ bout- 23 pervcntﬂri&
popiilatisn of ZAV000. I lps
00000 Jews, 225008 Moslems
éo,ooo Drures, The Calhtﬂk
communiy consists of ahoutid
iemters of Uiz Melkite
Hite, 8,000 membe:s of the
Latin anﬂ 3000 members of }f
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gamii uus,—-(RNS)

y of mmnt £
nié} church who 'was bolieved
t(ﬁh& the oldest aclive Roman

,}30 1 pﬂeiié‘in -the countrit],

Hﬁ Hisd betrr-admitted to %t
i:ukcs Hospital oh March
tredtwienit ot & stomach, all-
?1& mirked his 98th bmh
day ﬂe at- the hospital,
March 15 hu alse celebrated ls

odox and inore than 1,000 Prot-

hst !lass in bis mﬁsh chu

‘New.
Pglsgh Antonio PrVielEs, nis]
toret-Our Tad

NealA¥iey js ;
that Catgolic sc\was ca ho 8
to mtz;iniaii; education both in

Ol rour mionks & lha C:i)‘lhwm dxeerkmm
secret B mking Chattreuse, & pecrel pmema for. -
Tiore flizan 850 years.ifheir dedication is rewsrded by-
yourbrijoyment of this superb liqueur, Before or aiter
dintler, ordsh de}xgbtful chilled drink, Charfteise it
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New York, Dep: K. Yellow, 80 Froot. Green, 1{UProg.
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