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< St Andrew's Sernary”
In the late 1040's, Bishop Loy

rien Lebrun of the diovese off

Autun, France, did an veparal
letnd thing: he opened the par.
ish church of Taize to regular
Protastant worship. This actign
was, t0 say the least, unusual
it was an unusual response to
an unusual situation.

The first community of Pres
byterian monks, having taken
up residence in Taize, had no
place to hold their eucharistic
service and sing their monastic
office. And so, with a charity
that he has been showing to
them ever since, Bishop Lebrun
gave them untestricted use of
the old Romanesgue chyrch ip
the small, hilltdp towns )

On a warm day Jast August,
1 got off a train shortly after
noon at the tiny station of
Taize. There was J10 one at the,
station, 50 I set off on foot
with my suitcase along road
which leads across a smdll wval-
ley to the hill upon which the'
town is located. |

As 1 walked slawly under the
hot sun, stopping frequently
rest, I wondered what my recep
tion would be like. To tell thc
truth, I was a bit hesitant, sinct
I had gven no advance warn
ing of my arrival and did no
even know whether I would b
able to stay the night and tak
the next day's train. Only late
did 1 yead the Rule o Taiz
which states, “It is Christ Hinr
erlf whom we receive in .
guest.” I learned before 1 lefi
that the monks follow the spir
it of this rule to the lotter,

When I finally reached the
village, 1 saw a young man
dressed In work clathes in a
garden off the main street

“Je voudrais parler avec un
moines,” 1 called out to him
*I'm one of the monks” camc
the surprising reply in the most
American of accents

He turned out to be Brother
Pascal Walsh, who had come
from San Francisco to Joint,
the Community. He is cne of'
sixty monks, whose average
age i3 only about thirly. They,
come from over a hall dozen,
different countries: France,,
Switzerland, Germany, Spain'
Sweden, Denmark, and ¢ he
United States

YWHILE WAITING for the ar-
rival of the guest master, Broth
et Jean Paul, Brother Pascal
took me to a nearby butlding
tn which are displayed articles
far sale. Since the monks of
Tatze refuse 1o accept any gifts,
they must support themscives
from other sources. They pub!
Lish books and a magazine, make}
phonograph records of their:
chant paint pictures and sculpt;
statues, make pottery and cer-
amics, pract. = pedicine. and
are members of an agricultural |
cooperative.

Many of the books sre writl-
ten by Max Thunan, the prin-
ctpal theologian of the Com
munity, and by Roger Schuu.
the Pnar, whose “Lming for
God™ has an Intreducion by
Cardinal Cushing, who said that
he was “deeply moved by the
timeless spirttuality which is
feflected in its  meditalive
pages.”

Brother sean Paul soon ar-
rived and conducted me to the
guest house, which looks out
upon the gently rolling hills of
Burgundy. We sat and taiked
for a while, and he told me
gbout the history of Taize and
the life that is lived there.

THE HISTORY of Taizs ac-
tually begins in 1640 after the
fall of France, whon Roger
xhuu.. founder and Prior of

¢ Community, who was then
8 thealogical studem in Switzer-
land. went to the aimost aban-
doned village of Tauze, north of
Lyon. For two years he lived
there, giving heip to refugees.
many of them Jews ficeing from
the Nazis 1n nearby occupied
France He returned to Switzer-
land for a time. then moved
back to Taize to bemin the
foundation of a monastic comr
fiunity. It was an appropriate
location. betng only a few miles
from Cluny. the greal monastic
center of the Middle Ages.

On Easter morning in 1849

"By REV. DAVID M, MURPHY, §

the first seven brothers made

Village of Talze If central France. near Paray-leoninnial
of a few homes but fame of its Protestant monks has
made its name widely known in ecumenical movement.

Mary lived, is cluster

Interior of medieval Catholic church used by Taize
monks prior to building their own new structure.

their profession and began their from the Roman breviary, and
life of poverty, celibacy, andlother prayers composeqd by mﬂ

obedience. Each brother s
counselled by the Rule never
to resign himself “to the scan-
dal of the separation of Chris-
tians' and ts urged to be “‘con-

sumed with burning zeal for
the unily of the Body ol
Christ.”

This. then, s the purpose for
which Roger Schutz founded the
Commiunity: to work toward and
pray for the visible unity of all
Christians, the realization of
Christ's wish that “all may be
ofe.”™ :

In the relatively short time
since {ts foundation, the Com-
wunity has become an impor-
tant* force in the growing ecu-
menical movement. Ia recogni-
tion ef this, Prior Roger B¢h
and Sub-prior Max Thurlan
were lovited by Pops John
XXIH to be observers at th
Vatican Council.

 The life of the monks s cen-
tered about the thricedally

Catholic marlsh church at Taize where Protestant
monks began ttieir unique program of “reconciliation”
between divided Christians, . :

¥

monks or taken from othe
sources. The musical setting of
the psaims s that of Father
Gelineau and would be familiar
10 those Catholics who use these
melodies in their parishes.

join in the mnging of the office
with the monks. On Sundays
as many as several hundred vis-
itors visit the Community.

As the number of monksj
and visiters increased the
years following the foundatoen,
it became obvious that the
small viliage church would not
be large enough. The problem
was solved by a German organ-
ization called the “Sign of Rec-
onciliation.”

in

came to Taize and built a beau-
tiful, reinforced concrete church
in contemporary style, the
Church of the Reconcilaton,

} A number of young Germans

singing of the office, which is
made up of psalms, prayers

which is dedicated to the cause

'y

where St. Margarel

patriare
{many others.

- |services. He spoke wagmly of i .
|ihe Bonis of charity which ex.| - U *Piized But ann-practicing?

Every day score of visitors

Iuetwecn divided Christidns,

“Without ecumenism,”
Vatican station quoted him as
taylog, it is mpossible to
bring ahout that pastoral spirit
of the massés at which the great

.ﬂ!\ﬁ
hate . of
“The litany sung that day con-
al Bea

John XXIH, and Cardin -
“It we are nat to find unity

and Oftivianl, . i,

: na e manner, how i)
On the following day, Bishop)wa be able to aﬁbroachotheig‘ilx{
Lebrun sa2id Mass in the cry{:t. lions of nomhaptized persons
which s reserved for Catho ic.m- the huudréds of niillions of

isted between the Community] “Pope Paul ¥Iand Pope John
of our whole position, which
consists in being enclosed with.
in ourselves in a constant proe-
tqss of initrovers(on in our Chris-
*Cormatin Encounters” are cen. ol: ng::):ge?&to!mb:i&i ia‘c:p:gﬁ
tered on ecumenical themes,Christian masses who are grow-

the participants concerningl;
themselves principally with way d‘:!y stronger in m“,“ber every

of - promoting the unity of
Christ's Church. During my
visit, there were forty Catholic
college students there, accom-
panied by two Benegdictine
priests, who spent several days
there in earnest discussion and
prayer. Many such groups come
and go throughout they ear. -

came to his diocess, . :

IN CORMATEN, & small town
nearby, study sessions and re.
treats are held regularly. These

tact with the contemporary
world.”

-

Brother Schutz attended
Council scssions as a guest of

the Vatican Secretariat for Pro-
Towards seven o'clock the

3 moting Christian Unity.
afternoon of my arrival, I made
my way from the guesi house! SRR
to the Church of the Reconcili- .
ation, which is located just out.|™8y 25 & living witness to the
division that exists among

side the village. Nearby I saw
a group of students !)I"Om all Christians, a division which he
terms “intolerable.” :

?verdE\:mpa hard st work on
oundations of the new bulld| ghortly after havin

B g lost his
ing edw:“‘:hm"ﬁéc“m:i“ the oneisaith at 9ge eleven, he had 08
used for the Cormatin Encouticycion to stay for a time with

ters. As I reached the churehly Catholic tamily. He had ex-
I joined the stream of visitortinerienced the sincere and lively
which continues steadily each plety of his own Protestant
day, reaching its peak at theifamily: now he saw a Catholie
hours of the office. family lving a life of deep

Priests and nuns, boy scouls faith.- He saw both families Hv-
and youth omllutlon{. thase] D8 3 Christian life of deep
attending the Cormatin Emcoun<|PItly. yet there was no commu-
ters, and many familics and |p.[Rication between them, despite
candlelit church to awalt the the fact that they both turned
dividusls were gathering in he[t0 Christ as the source of their
l.lmnl of the :‘lb‘h. (Latno |inner lives.
cs “have the bishep's specitil e made himseif a promise
permission to Join i theoflice)lypat it he ever rﬂur’;md to

Promptly at seven o'clock, the| Christianity, he would do all
solemn, white-robed figur es|that he could to heip heal this

filed in silently and took their|3¢Paration among Christians.

placed in the choir in front of| ¢ s cisely thi

thé altar. After a few moments oflmmm%r:,c,u?n m’wg;“::‘:::
of quiet reflection the officelecumenical movernent is ad-
began. “*Behold, how good and|gressing itself at the present
how pleasant it ls, for brethrenimoment. Christians have bees
to dwell together in unity.” théy i faced  since the Reformation
sang in the words of the with the situation of the fdl-
psalmist. “May God look With{)gwers ¢f., Christ lining up
favor upon us, that men may|gninst oné dnather in the name
know His way on carth, His sav-iof Christ. A tragic troay!

Ing power among all nations.”

“Sce the Christians: how they
love one another,” has not been
a remark that has been made
often during the sad times
which have succecded the break.
Fach side hos blamed the other
for this deplorable situation.

Pope John XXIRI, who felt
deeply this rending of the seam:
less garment of Christ, spoke
hus to the clergy of Romes

e de pot wish te put anyome
In history ea trial; we shall net
seek to establish who was right
and who was wroag. Regponst

After the office a group of
about twenty of us who were
foing to remain overnight made
our way through pouring rain
back into town.

A Calvinist pastor from Da-
kar, Africa, sceing that [ had
no rawmncoal, shared his umbrelia
with me during our walk to the
Ruests' refectory. “Just call me
St Martin." he quipped, Ferér
ring to the mint who had
shared his cloak in bad weather
with somcone in neced.

. bility is diviged. We only want
A welcome fire in the huge. io 3y: Let n?cgﬁ?ww (A

open fireplace greeted us whered
the simple, monastic supper
was provided. The flames flick-
ered and danced on the rude,
brick walls, and the chill of the
damp evening was quickly dis-
spelied. We sat and ate without
tt;lking duri;xgl the first part of
e meal, with the strains of aimych, The rather unlovely, but
Bach somata as an effectivelyceful, name given fo this be.
counterpgint to our reflectiveiginning of communication is the
silence. Then, st & slgn fromi-pisigg”
the guest master; who hadj, -
placed us in Gorman, French.| “Let us come logether, Tet us
and English language Eroups.im.xe an end of our divisions."

we’ finished the mesl In spin What 2 typieal expression - of

us make am ead ef our divi
slons.”

And so, after four hundred
years, we have at last begun
to speak with one snother. to
communicate with ene another
on this question that means s-

ited . conversation, which ‘con-
tinued hefore the fire long after
the meal had ended.

There were two Anglican cur
ates from the slums of London
several Protestant seminary stu
dents, a Salesian who had inter
rupted his seminary studies ¢
year before ordination te fulfill
his military duties, and o
French priest, Father Feder.
whose tiissals are as well-known
in France as are Father Sted-
man's in the United States,

The next morniag I ssild Mass
in the c¢rypt of the chureh. It is
very chaste in style, in keeping
with the over-all architecture eb
the church. Next to the aliar §s
Brother Eric's painting of the
Blessed Mother, done in the
style of a Byantine lkon. The
prayers of the Mass were an-
swered by some of the menthers
of the Benedictine group who
 had come for the Cormatin Ef:l
‘counter, In the flickering can.
dlelight [ offered the holy sac
rifice of the Mass for the Intew’
tion so close to .Pope John's
aea,rt, thie reunion of all Chirig-

ans. oL

Later that sfternconm, as 1
left Taire, I reflected on what
Roger Schuilz had gaid about
the menning of the Cospmunity

+

of Taite He seis the Comriu-

thers.-of helping}
to hring _about. recon ;!'ia'ﬁogi

tained_invocations for Pop€iCouncil session was aiming. l

and himself since them onks|{XXIHI noted the sorriest part} -

Church of Reconciliation is bullt on hillslde in central France, serves

-t

-

Protestant monks and, im crypt chapel, Catholic priests. ,

diccuss our mutual probléms
nd difficulties wiil not suffice

0 comm)u the very real and
deep differences tixat teparate
u‘. g

Pops John's fstherly heart this
statement is! Yet Pope John
was a realist and knew well that
the way back {6 unity would be
long, arduous, and beset with
heartbreaking and seemingly in-
surmountable difficuities,

1L iz difficult to see how any-
ons can deny that unity will
some day come about: Christ
Himself said, *“There will be
one fold, and one shepherd.”
During the course of His sol-
emn discourss at the Last Sup-
per, Jesus prayed to His Father
that “al] may be one.” No one
can conceive that the prayesr of
Jesus will ultimately remain
without effect simply because
of the.obstacles that men may
place in the way of its fulfill-
ment. If we belisve in Him,
we know that all will be one.
The great problem is, “How
will this be accomplished?”

ft is unrealistic to think that
unity will eventully come
about by itself, or that God, will
bring it about mercly by His
own divine action. God works
through men; Be oxpecls the
cooperation of fen in ths work-
ing out' of His will hers on
carth,

It {s mext likely that God will

The way to unlty will not be
cagy; it will not he quick. But
the point is thir anless we
make a beginning, we will not
reach the end. To wait compla-
cently for the Holy Spirit to
do all the work would not be
an expression of {hxe virtues of
trust or resignation to God's
will, it would be a kind of pre
sumption. -

Ged expects us t0 liclp Hiz
will to be dens'en earth.

The ecumenical movement
and the Dialog seerm to be mak-
ing two things clear. First, there
are a great nymber of difficuly
tfes, even doctrinal ones, which
are rooted principally in mjs-
understandings of one another's
position.

For example, it s hecaming
increasing  evident that Karl
Barth’s theory of justification is
very close to the docirine taught
by the Councii of Trent, despite
the fact that the two positions
are secemyngly in open contra-
diction. ¢ Dlalog. long and
bring abeut unity, not by some|patiently exercised. will succeed
sudden and marvelous flash of{in removing many of these mis
s new revelation, but ratherjunderstandings.

:’? :nc“’ '1:::‘&:,“::& Secondly, there are many doc
aided o w.e l‘fu"?’ by His — o ltrinal difficulties which will not
yet in. ony with the hpum“a:n' disappear whon we come to

" understand them better. The

condition. . Dialog will help s understand
Roger Schutz and the Com:-[better exactly what Proteslants
munity of Taize, Cardinal Bea|and Orthodox actizalty hold. in-
and the Sécretariat for Promot./decd, we shsll understand bet-
ing Christian Unity, Jesult Fa|ler the fulness of uor owp
ther Gustave Weigel and Pres|teaching. But the differences,
byterian Rev. Robert MeAfee{which will then stand out in
Brown, and il thoss engaged in|sharper relief, wiil bs zeen to
the ecumenical movemeiit and|be very real—perkxaps apparent
the Dislog are realists; too.(ly insuperable.
They know well that & few
kind ‘words cannot wipé oo
himdreds of years of bifterness.

Then—and only then— can
we turn to the Holy Spirit with
the sincere plca. that we, under

His lmx;lf’at!on and with His
help, have done all that we
can in eur poor, human wy, -

The Dislog is belng cardn
out, as it ghould be by train
theolagians under the direction
and with the encouragement of
the Holy Sce and the bishops
The Catholic wha bas not been
exportly trained will not
able to participate profitably in
the Dialog,

But every Catholic can partl
cipate in the ecumenical move
ment.

in practical terms, he may
partcipate in three ways. Firsty
every Catholic should recognize
the dimnsions of the problems
and should never be resigned
{in the words of ths Ruls of
Talze) “to the scandal of the
separation of Chsistians*” Seo»
ondly, the Catholic should be
~consurned with burning geal
for the unity of the Body of
Christ,” and pray f{requently
and fervently that this unity
may he achieved. Thirdly, he
should oxercise the deepest and
warmest charity to his fellow
mén, whether they boe Protes
tants, Orthodox, Jews, or une
believers, .

Pope John, in meeting &
group of Jews, stepped toward
thems with wide-open arms an
sald, “T am Joseph, your broth
er” His spirit should animala
our conjacts with all of God's
children,

Roger Schutz frequently quob
ed St. John of the Cross wha
said that we shall be judged
by love, Pope John gave us
prictical lessons in lovs that
have had tremendous ard fare
reaghing influence both {yside
an utside the Catholio
Church, Pope Paul Is continuing
in John's footsteps in showing
love. Those who are not Cathe
olies will, indeed, be judged by
love and we, too, will be judged

and that & mere willingness §o

Jef

-' Chmhg: Keponcitixtion

;B
s
M e

by love, love of God and love
o{ our neighbor. That is ons
‘est that we must not fail,
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