f &" " .0'|

" New York ~ (RNS) — In
his sutobiography puhlished
nine years ago, Fathexr .John
LaFarge, 8.7, wiote that: “I
know of no_finer test of 2
ma's sincerity that his wilk
ingness 1o work constructive.
1y for the world reign of jove,
Justice and law.”

On Nov., 24, death came
peacefully here tothe 83-yeap
old Jesuit priest, member of
a distinguished familys whose
own lifelong leadeyship in
moveroents for interracial and
interreligious  goodwill and
. understanding had made his
" name on‘:!gr tiho ‘moglé rel\iex{:

among Amecicans of all b
Itels, hothx white and N‘gkt'd.

Harvard™ graduste, autheor,
editor, man of myltiple inter
, osts, and top leader.of the
Catholie  Intefraclal Council
of New York unill his retirve:,
ment last year, Father La
Farge was once cited by the
Conferenice on Sclence, Phil
osophy and Religion in New
York having dope “perhaps
more than another single man
... to induce Catholics of the
United States to be conscious
of their twin obligations as
Christlans and Americans,
and to work for the removal
of race prejudice and its hon
rid train of hate, poverty,
misery angd injustice.®

As the country's Ne. I Cath
ellc champlom in the fight
apainst raeial blas and dis
ctimination, Falher LaFarge
lived to gee the Cathelle In
13mcm Countll of New
York, fommded chiefly by him
in 1934, expand and grew (o,
embrace somo €8  simllar
groups Im key citles areund
the country, all now actively
supporting the growing elvil
rights mevemen(s.

ite his advanced age,
he joined many other prom!-
nedt personages in the mo
mentous March on Washing
ton for Jobs snd Freedom
It August. Explaining why

he Qi3 s0, he soupded & ¥
tusl challenge to Amériean
Catholies by saying: .

“The hour demands a dra.
matic . action. -We cannot
escape & sharp confrontation
of issues. We are faced with
a Vex or nq to the duestion of
taking part in public demon
siration. Are we prepared {0
witness publicly to qur helle!
1y did the early Christiahs?
Ta witness even If It meins
georne, suffering and even
physical hardships.”

Father LaFarze was 30 lem
insistent In urging Citholle
participation in what ke eall
ed . “seasoned, reasamed dine
Jegue” on religlois Teauad and

thelr -hearing on comtempor ' 3

ary prehiems.

Speaking in 1059 at cele
brations honoring the Prafes.
tant and Cathollc founderk of.
Maryland as the first colény
iy America to guarantee re
ligious liberty, he said that
“a growing sease among
American citizens thit such
dialogue s possible between
Protestants and Catholics, be.
tween Christiane and Jews,
between bhelievers and non.
believers, is a healthy sign.”

In addition to his other ac
tivities, Father LaFarges had
8 special interest in the Cath.
olic Church in the Scandina-
vian countries, He ‘was for
years chaplain and director of
programs for the St. Ansgar's
Scandinaviah Leaguze, which
was founded in New York in
1910 under the patronage of
John Cardinal Farley, the
tirerx Archbishop of New York,

The oclogenariay priest s
remembered especinlly for
his S8yearlong association
with America, the natlbpal
Catholic weekly, of which he
was editorin.chief from 1044
to 1948, and to which he coo.
tinued fo contribute, as an
associate editor, virtyally up
(o the time of his death,

Churches

United

For Race Rights

New York — (RNS) — Protestants, Catholics and
Jews must work’ together to solve the country’s race

problems, an interracial congregation w

2 Mass for the advancement of
civil rights,

In a sermon, Father John P,
Cronin, assistan{ director of (he
social action department of the
National Cathollc Welfare Con
ference, -observed that religlous
groups should hake the lead In
gmmoting effective  cialogue

ctween INegroes and whites at
the community level '

“We should have strong,
functioning fnterreligious com.
mittees  in  every community
that faces a problern of rachl
tension,” he declared.

Some 400 persons, about half
of whoma were Negroes, attend
ed the tourth annusl Mass held
under aasplices of the St. Thom
as More Saoclety, an organiztion
of Catholic professiona) mea
and wommen,

Celebrant at St Francis Xavier
church was Father Willian
Rouston, Negro curate at St
Peter Claver parish. Brooklyn,
NY, and a June graduale of
Impisenlate Conception Semin.
ary, Huntington, N.Y.

Father Cronin told the con
gregation that offe of *he his
toric religious evenis o! thhy

the task coniristimg religlens

jendership taday Is Cuat of lm-
plementing Heals am race (n =
practical, realisilc ssanner, *We

sthould do -mera thax mitely
state that charck and symagegue
sthauld ke opta - to ol
sided, .

“Religious leadership must
be specilic In iis endorsement
of civil rights,” he stated, “T

it mot enough {6 speak of jus

tice for the Negro. We must
take definite stands on concrete

issues, such ag civil righta legis-
lation and housing tntégration.”

Father Cronin aiso stressed
that religlous groups must learn
techniques for promoting raclal
harmony. "We must learn how
these (racial) issues are best
faced, and adopt the best means
develaped by trizl and error,™

he safd.

In addition, the priest sald.
religious groupy should concen-
trage “on the one xrea in which
they have special competence:
of heallng the wounds
caused by tension and strugples
and that of rebuilding those
who have been demoralized by

that

poverty and discrimination”

year has been the *ironclad

avie

as told here at

unity of church and synagogue”
in secking racisl justics.

He went ox to ebserve that!

il

Surveilance
Cut in Hungary

Bong — (NC)— Communist
Hungary has withdrawn the last
two government “supervisors”
who have been stationed in di-
ocesan offices, adcording to the
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The government agenis were
removed in June snd July from
sll but two dlocesan oflices,
Szekesfehervar and the Byun |
tin Rite Diocese of Hajdudorog.

KNA satd. They have now been| FLO!

removed from these,

The aim of the program was
to limit the contacts of Hunga-
risn bishops with their priests
and people. The agents sat in at
all conversations with visiters,.
monitored phone calls, read all
incoming and outgoing mall,
and even kept the official epls-
copal seals. .

quuién; Held
For SVD Head

Washington —(NC)— Father
Leo Hotze, 8.V.D., provincial of
tie Eastern provinnce of the Di-
vine Word Fathérs, offered a
. Requiem Mass or Father Louls;
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Schaffhrauser, V.., rector of!
Divine Word College here, who
died Nov, 20 sfter s heari ats
tack. -

FATHER $CHAFFHAUSER,
58, was siricken while serving

the Mass of & student prieit in}

the college chapel. He had betn
r of the college since jt
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Shortly after his 72nd birth-
day in 1932, more than 1,000
Prolestants, Catholics and
Jews gave Father LaFarge a
testimonial dinner in tribufe
not only to his work with
Anmerica, but to his work (n

other arcas. Theso activitiey -

embtaced not only the Tie'd
of international peace, & sub-
ject on which ho spoke and
wrole many times, but the
promotlon of eecfesiastical
art, especiatly through his ac
tive support of the Liturgical
Arts Saclety in New York of
which he was onoe of the origi
nators,

Pathsr LaFarge was also
honored on this'occasion for
fils strong interest {n the Na
tional Catholic Rural Life
Conference, of whith he was
ane of the founders i 1822,

An accomplished linguistes
he was preficieat in Rossin,
Slovenlan, Bumigarian, Pallsh,
Citchk and Slevak and flucat
In Freack, German, Italian
and Latin ~ Father LaFarge
was slte at ene time er am
sther directar of the Coufer
eace of Sciemce, Philasophy
and Religlom, o [ollow of (he
American Academy of Arls
and Sclonces, 8 vice president
of the Cathelic Asseciatlon
for Internations! Peace. He
wis 8 close student of the
Bolshevik Revolution and

FATHER JOHN LaFARGE, 8J.
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peronal encountement In
s efforts o Dehall of- the-
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rstlon, Father LaFarge enters

24 the Society of Jesus. He
Bopn Hie priesily career fa

wrots many scliciee demowis
ing commusiim,

S emtle e hilosaphy:
ner, gentle In osophy,
Father LaFarge xz’:rocwmed
himself a5 “fundamentally &
realist.™ In an Enterview in
1980 in which he viewed the
current Amoricary scene, he
said: “I am serlotasly concerne
cd about the moral fiber of
America. I'm move afrald of
internal decay than 1 am of
external danger . .. 1 ste in
this counfiry s moral ercsion
which is the result of our
very great affluencs, ru-com-
fortable living, our preoccu-
{;nuons with Fe:sonu e
ty and our lavish expendb
ture on luxuries, stimulated
by the evepincTeasing prese
sury of advertising.”

Born at Newpaort, K1, on
Feb. 13, 1880, Father La¥arge |
belonged toafamilyof
French stock neted for its
artistic and literary .achieve-
ments. His father, John La-
Farge, wat particularly out-
standing for hix mursl and
stained glasy work, snd wrole

1hd U.S, by teaching at Jaduit
onllexes, Later hy served ag

chplain  in ‘Hospital and
pensl institutions on Wemrz
Ithnd, New York,and in 191
wit sent to Ridge, Md, From
this pastoral post he was s
simed to Amarics wsagaxing
in 1928, ‘

It was hiz work at Ridge
that first brought Father La
Farge Into conlact with the
problems of antl-Negrs dis
crimination and inspired him
to take a Ieading part In the
formation fo the Catholie In-
&;rr;'m Counicll. of New
or

Soom vegarded as the na.
{on's leading exponent of
Citholle  Interracialism, he
wis the suthar of “Interracial
Justice™ (1937) and “The

saveral books oz art techni-
ques. Father La¥Farge's broth-
crs, now dead, also were guo-
cessful painters. His mother,
the former Margaret Mawm
Perry, a conver: to Catholi-
cism, was a linex? descendant
of Benjamin Fracanlin, Among
his relstives were the late
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