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iy Cotholle, B0 snmg 3
fimes, in comBequence -of this,
find it much easler fo &ls §
‘tower - Catholic faults Uhan |

Mavrk Twaiy,
“Innocents  Abroad”

"No one who i3 famifidr with
sipnocents Abroad™ or “A Cop-
yectivat Yankes &n King Arg 3
thur's Court™ can he very Sur Zig
prised at the negative religlous! FI0NM
attitudes in Mark Twain's last
works. Even at thls rélatively;
wly paint inhis li‘!%xary Carent,
exly polntin lis literary,
creer, he was dizerting sumo
of his most vicipus cemmeniary
gpecifically ¥t Roxpan, Cathelic-
ism. What most peoplo do not,
know, however, is that'tis sane|
writer who fumed ngalnst.‘
“prigstereft  and suferstition”y
wonld later express delight in,
Yéarming that his daughter had;

beeh sent to a cenvept school, g 3 ;
and eveh hope that she would : & gﬁ?&h t?m thﬁwg&:wm:g‘mg;
Become A “gopd strong unshak- comments, {Hbugh 0.8 comptilT . : :

ghle Catholic™ s a result, mon as carlier in thi genturyy sweeplngly,

still found thelr way into al-
manacs nd
the sstonishing thivg is
Twaln, stifled o}l his life by
sach an cnvironment, Wi

Twain's last few years wero

io bitterest of his life, and yet
fie volced delight and pleasure
when told, justbefore his death,
that a convent of nuns were
praying for him. In a little-
known letter to his wife he once
de scribed Catholicism as
sdoubtless tho mmost peace-giv-
{ng snd restful of =il the re-
ligions. If T had 1 would not
trade it for smything fo the
carth.”

Mark Twain wonld probably
have heen the first to agree
that, whatever snerits his writ
ings might hawe, consistency
was certalnly omt one of them.

sion of Catholicism at ail.

Church, then, cam he traced
partially to the social climate
ir which he was born snd edus
cated. Some of them, no dou t,
were sunifestations of his antl-
pathy fo organized religion In
gencral, But most of the antl-

stems diréntly from his convie-
tion thit the Catholle Church
wag Che driving force hehind
“Why is Mark Twaln's mind Uke|fendalim, the medieval soclal
a raiiroad timetmble?” he would|structure that he detested. This
ask. “Becauss ft Is subject tolconviclon As, for example, 3
change without notice.” ajor tg;.me of lals "‘Conne&t!i'
cut Yinkee,” amd formsi

w::l ﬂ',f“ diftcr;n:n{’mn;h:;her background of “Innocents
oitm .Y E°S{Ahroal™ a wry catalogue of

oner. bis pirsonal encounters with

The 1ate Bernard de Voto, as|the 0ld World's historical

Bierary executor of the Twain relics.
estate, knew rmore amout his

N . A fucinating aspect of Amer-
;‘;ﬂx’“g; m.'xl“w:ll‘: gthcr ,:"ﬁt jean md English liternture in
l? “{;' o fon d" say both|the nineteenth century was its
usunliy e found © persistent retreat into the past.
pide u. of any question he England, for example,
argues.” Joseph Twitchell, his Wordworth had his Tinturn
favorite ﬁo :\pabx:lon 0!. umany Abbey, Byron's Childe Rarold
y‘;::, ;au“l mtn.dict;ouit.l"go pondered  the  deeper signifi.
ull ol con cance 6f the Coliscum and the
And indeed, a “strange Mark” Pantheon, Keats found inspira-
he proved to be. For all his wit tion in a grectan urn, Tenny-
and perception, Twain was/s0h3 “Idylis of the King” re
pever s profound .or original told the Arthuriasn legends for

who. Wit
 {fut toward
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i t’m n{ d  ide iﬁm'
Tyt Twafh Brojght Wl

Sand &t_never d
- $How ery muc v

1extbooks. x““%'"d.é eratizitions: “Tite Jongiigh ought

atipot to patronbe the Zulus ...
b lghat they were betwisn he
3 ablelponan invasion and (e tine
(> emerge With any comprehent{yiihin the memory of g ceiten-
Jarlan was but a small lrxprove-
His rde comments on the m:?:ts upon the Shoshone In-}
ten above: ‘not a single’) cele
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Magk defighted fn vast gon

wihere I8 hardly & (writ-

brated Southern man in any of
the departments of human in-
dustry excopt those of war, mur-
der (cingelled: “assgssination,
{nching’) the dumel, repudia-
on, and massacre.” The only
thing & newly-civilized kanika
has acquired in “Following the
Equator” i3 his brand-new
“ability to swear.™

Now flaming distortions ke
this no doubt made Mark Twain
feel hotter, but they contribute
very little towvard fn undex
standing of the past A man
who' really prefers non-civiliza-
tlon simply does rot understand
civilizstion, nor kas he serious-
ly considered lis alfermatives.
Perhaps Mark would have
thought chivalry less “absurd”
had he known a bit more about
the tribal chaos and butehery
that had preceded it in Europe
und elsgwhere. And § basic un-
derstanding of the farces that
motivate histery wonld have
shown him much more fin the
story 0f Joan of Are than the
tragedy of & sentimental dam-
sel-indistress.

fvery Catholie can Joip him,

thinker, despite his own convic
tions to the rontrary. Someone
has called him the most super
ficlal genius én the history of
American literalure, and many
of his inconsistencies and shift-
fng attitudes toward Catholicism
sro directly traceable to that
superficiality.

MARK TWAIN was a great
humorist. And part of the
gncret of dmor has_always

and Whittier wege-still turning
out poems of the past, such
titles as “When Knighthoad
was In Flower,” "Quo Vadis,"
and “Ben Hur”™ wery immense
ly popular, and people  like
Henry A@ams and Charles Mot
ris were sceking refuge in thé

a happy period. -

his age. in America Longfellowlagd indced must do as a mat-

c,gg&

ter of canscicoce, ln deploring
the hrutal excesses and horrers
of the medicwal Inguisiilon,
without sssumtng that they
gerx: n;ar]x 1 wido-sprgnd or
x4 horrid as Twa thought, mor
ol f§ﬂng medlexi] Churchines
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{inding In Rome
dred churches named for

ona for the

the Lateran, s so ded
All our Lord got was tne
pital,

This, to Twain's Protestant
ing” of the
where in Rome,"

One of his most unfortunate
udgments came from the con-
trast ho found between opulent
churches and general conditions
¢f poverty among the people,
which 1vd him to the conclusion
that the former had caused the
latter. “Italy for 1500 ycars has
turned all her industry to the
building up of a vast arTay of
wonderful church edifices and
ml'vln%hnu her citizens to ac
complish it. She is teday one
vast museum of m3 cence
ind misery.” “Theré ave thou
sands of churthes in Italy, each
with' untold millloris’ of treas-

iblas specialis(s tm fomenting fn-|GF
middle ages as, on the whale, noc:]::ct.c ari:usmmig v|¢fig”,’g_’
Tn iy owa way, this perspsctive|t0

dres slored: awny fn it . closets,
and -1?&%,; battation gf priests
be wpporied.”

fs !ﬂuﬂi’ s sentimental &8 its H‘;'k vas q““' sure h. un-

nsite,

D Ty

%,mﬁhmm, e
(3 mottce distortions, ir-
Taritics, unusual situations War South to find a heme for
" human behavior; ond the Toan Sawyer mnd Huck Fion
power of calling attention to
them in a striking way. Broadly
eaking, the man who can

for Bs “Personal Recollections

of Joan of Arc” (he thought

cleverty describe, for example, |this his best book), “The Prince

a queen dressed in satin robes, ind the Pauper,” and “A Con

 omed 3nd sceptered in preat|necicut Yankee ln King Ar

digmyii-sstung in a mud puddieithurs Court.”

... will draw laughter, If. how-

ever, he goes a bit further and dt}?u‘ for 'I‘g'ain! lhehrle was 2

begins to believe that queens erence. Desplie his rever
cpeo for Malory's “Morte

really DO sit in mud puddies, D »
Arthar.” he thought chivalry
his humar is liable to turn into stupd and barbaric, an d the

satire. mddle ages generally a vicious

in shot,
enjoy such pleces as
necteut  Yankee™ without tak-

then deep into the middle 8g¢Hing too seriousty the incidental

matertal on the Church's alleg:
od oppression. Twain
reading Lecky's “History of

tury vationalist wark, st
1ime he wrote the Yankoe,

passages on

Charles Bell, “50  Years
Chans” or “The Lifn of

had been|squalor arnong some of

Furopean Morals," an 18th oea- ed
the]districs
andlovn plush Fifth Avenue home
he lists as the source of hisin
crel treatment ofjo!
ddaves in England & bopk by|mind could
{nlapart from
stlin *“The Gilded Age,” 1 o nol

one Can el ST Courrtride—He-
“A Ton-|bri

. “Beggars, rob gour
churches!” was the theme of a
famous essay. How simple
salution! But why the seething
these
same people who had immigrat:
to the wretched tenement
7 or 8 blocks from his

New York? The stercotype
«¢atholic oppression” in his
not operate here;
tome limited satirc

Something akin to this pro- period of history. Whereas o
cess soems to have occurred in sentimental Sir Walter Scolt
the case of Twaln ntll, at thesav only gorgaous banners And
end, his lifctime of savage pemants {lapping on pictures-
gatire had actually left him in-|quo castle walls, Twain could

capable of reaily balanced see only the dungeons beneath
judgment of or final commit-\v:hl’ moat. Versailles was a beau-
$ful structute, but he could ot

ment to anything, even to the,
atheism in which he had once‘i
tought peace. His most victous
anti-religious writing never \vaslt'id
the result of 8 carefully reasofy,
¢d intetlectdal position, and thokg
best evidence of this is the ve
violence with which he main-
taimed that it was.

1?) mientioning that it had
¢ built by the sufferings of
ds of ordinary people,

RBwain, whatever his deeper
liges might have been, tried
iodtinys to identily himsel? with
ordinary people; indeed, of the
mujor writers of his time, he

Twain orce wrote to Charles{™¥ probably the least arlito-
Stoddard. a Catholic friend and cntic. Na could see the deep
onetime companion, that e had mvolvement of the Church in
found the same peace and rest medieval life; for bim, it thus
in mtheism that Stoddard had boame a convenient stereotype
found in Catholictsm he looked for all sorts of oppression, und
back on his period of “belief” his biggest single complaint,

with “shudderinz horror ” What | m ¢ and again, was the
u strange sort of belief he hagjChureh's entanglement in the

ebandoned. 67166l its loss as a nedieval Inquisition, “racking
relief’ Nothing ever filled that and rossting and burning,” as
eching void for him: in his last he believed, “with » free hanid.”

days he would learn the agony
andl lonelirsess of spiritual bank.
ruptcy that no bluster or fuly
or “Reflectionis” could dispel.

Many Catholics
by Twain's spparent distaste for
Catholicissn, -but on analysis
most of his criticism turn out
to be indictments of something
elce’ an image in his tortured
mind. lm actual f{act. Mark
Twain learned very liitle about
the Church during bhis travels
and study, although he thought
he had. (noe must remember, In
all {airness, that the era in
which he lived was a difficul?
ene for the Church, both here

in America and abroad. In hisi!

youth, the prospect of building
the first Catholic church in his
pome town had been the sub>-
evt of an extended debate ixm
the Hanmibal newspaper. On 2
national  seale, this was the
erigd of the Know-Nothing
Tovements, (he Maria Mook
calumnies: a time when evem
the most reputable newspapers
gelt no qualms sbout insultirg
the Firgt Vatican Councll and
the ,Pope who had summoned
gt Robert Ingersoll (whem
Twain admired) wag able 10
&raw largy erowds to hin erudde
pesformances, and anti-Cathodic

“The Enquisition was for him
fimply » mockery of the perse
cation of carly Christinns,
doubly ironic in that its punish-
ments were meted out in the

are bothered ‘famge of “the Blessed Redcem-
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ceuntriey, Mark was tronbled bylollc
sbout a hun-{186
Miry|Cattiol
and St. Peter,. but not a singlelstraigh
Saviour ‘(he didiopen:
not knoyw the Pope's Cathedral, ldevoted
dedicated). uhelr work; th
hos |whateve
on as be

things

mind, constituted a “downgrad-ln.eind
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eloven Trappist
who were working.amon&; han
dreds of African boys and girls,

In Palestine he found the
Convent Fathers “a pricelem
Messing to the poor,” boll
(stholic and Protestant, and I
‘Following the Equator”
“still another
Catholle dedication and self-sac
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strange, Incrodible, impossible,!
Neither indulgence ner selfde
nlak eatisfied him vlzlmuel{ ,gt
was his own l%ik‘ of ~spiritun
resorurces  that Brought a

the éend of l“s Eife, (o a misap
tkraple, dis ‘

llusioned cynicism,
In his last dars i %"‘mw

dlsxsters overwhelmed him, and
lurned the once
huroanity Into  An angry de
notnced of “{he domned human
race The flannibal of Mark
Twaln's youth bha ome. e
coxzuptible Hadieyburg of his
matutity; at the end, he dwell
n the texror of Elseldorf, with
fe but *a gratesque and fool
sy dream.” ‘

It was a pathetle spectacle.
The msn who once had amused
the world #ith Huck Finn and
Jirn on the raft, hilariously do-

jovial Tover of|¥ ~
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