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Chestnuts or
- Censorship

The age-old chestnuts were thrown iito the fire
during hearings held recently in Rochester by the New
York State Joint Legislative Committee to Study the
Publication of Offensive and Obscene Material.

The camel’s nose of censorship, who's to say what

ohscenity is, America's heritage of free speech, const- -

tutional guarantees, even the Bible might be banned
— these were the repested themes of those who object
to any efforls at smuxt control,

And vhile the camel pokes his nose-under the
tent, the mountsirs of foul films and publications
poars higher and young lives are warped and rufned.

One spokesmats for unlimited freedom for such
meaterial said he didn't think theilaffected the minds
and habits of youngsters anyvraf. {e said he had never
seen any evidence from psychologists or soclologists to
convince him of amy such link between reading and
action.

If he Is right, then all the vast sums the taxpayers
give for public schoo! textbooks and visual aids in edu.
cation is money down the drain.

Common sense, however, tells us what a person
reads he thinks about and what a person thinks sbout
he will u'*mately do — it's all related like grandmoth-
er, mother and daughier.

These districting chestnuts of the seeming cham-
pions of freedom w-ould be mere pebbles, iowever, if

other citizens would ilso speak their minds oo this-

thorny subject.

Here at the Courler office, we get frequent calls
telling us “something should be done” about objec-
tionable fims and magazines ecasily available to
youngsters.

At these hesrirags was a chance to “do something”
but how mamy Catholics did actually show up lo spedk
—four priests, three hy peotﬁle from i;;m'ish organiza-
tions and a spokesmar -for the Knights of Columbus.
Numerically there were just about as many against
smut control as there were speaking for it.

Publisiters and distributors of thiy material
didu’t need to spemk s word — they just keep on pab-
lishing and distributing it because they know most
people are either too ignorant or too lazy to stop

em.

Those who are willing st long last to do something
to stem some of this tide of obscenity have a recently
enacted law to rely on

The new law, deslgmted 484-h, says that any per-
son who “willfully or knowvingly sells, renders, gives
away, shows, adveriises for sale, or distributes com:
mercially to any person under the age of eighteen years
any pornographic motion picture or any still picture or
photegraph or any book, pocketbook, pamphlet or mag-
azine, the cover or conlent of which exploits, is devotéd
to, or is principally made up of, descriptions of {llicit
sex or sexyal Immeorality or which is obscene, lewd,
lascivious. filthy, ipdecent or disgusting . . .” shafl be
guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to legal penalties.

This law gives law enforcement officlals at ledst
some power to protect yvoungsters from this mounting
avalanche of objectionable publications. Parents and
other interested acdults can aid in this control by in-
forming officials where such material is available to
young people.

We are convinced that continued widespréad
apathy on this subject threatens to destroy ali freedom
—furning our nation into a lawless jungle. Reasonable
control through rorzstant vigilance will assure the great-
er freedom of commmunities w hose young citizens read,
think and act with the virtues which made our nation

great. .

And we can be grateful that our legisiators are
alert to the problesn and are trying — with such little
hielp {rom the public—to “do soniething” in a practical
way both to preserve freedom and at the same time
protect voung people from movies and publications
which endanger their mpral life.
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. Let's start with Thomas Crok
son, who spent his Tatior yesrd
o a lwyer oni the -Rochester

¢ty staff, The ploturs we 1% .

produce wis taken Bite in life,
uf course,

‘Tom Crosson enlisted in the
87th Regiment of New York
State Volunteers. Captain Al
drew Meade's Ca. “C”, on Sep
tember 30, J861, He was offi.
cially aiselifvged op Scptember
29, 1864, on the expiration of
his three-year terny, Actually,
he didn't leave the army even
then. The 7th was so reduced
by that date that the officess
invited him to stay an untit a
rew enlistment could be éngi
neered.

Tom went through lx,'!:n. {%fﬁ

His native land. 116 wat it
tietamy, spent almost a year ag a
“guest’ of clammy Libby Pii-

=t .

san, and in the battle of Gettys .

burg lost his lower leg, the ti
of an ear, and the tipg of anm
fingers. He \‘voni‘a wonden Teg
the vest of his life, but scarce.
lv anybody: knew..ih® differ
euce. And It gidn't keep him
from serving Iater as 3 mounted
constable in the Michigan lum-
bcring forests, a constable ayd
contractar at Kane, Pa, and

lawyer in Rochester. ‘

Most of the 813 CHiIl Wi
soldiers kepl a few relics of the
war. Thost left by Lawyer
Crosson, which are now In the
possession of his daughter Mrs.
Puul E. Balley, are espéclally
tonching. There are a couple of
knives, There are two musical
instruments: a crushed and
twisted fife, trodden underfoot

at the Battle of Gettyshurg, and -

a moutk organ that survived the
war. And (inally there is a
small ebony crucifix which he
wore about his neck throughout
the conflict.

A small kit of possessions,
but it summarizes the hard-
ships, the fugitive jovs, and the
faith of the patrict who left
them.

Speaking of relics, Jaseph
Delevau of the 10Sth Infamtry
also hag an interesting one, but
he did ‘not begueath it to any-
body.

Delevau waz woutided In the
thigh at Antiétath, and for
some timo was quite xick from
the injury. Gradualiy he Yecov-
ered, but they neéver found the
tuifet. 8o he went about the
rest of his life, a sort of walk-
ing museum, with a bit #f Ane
tietam still in him.

Patrtck James Dowling was
bern in Rochester in 1835, the
son of one of the city'’s oldest
Irish pioncers, Jamos Dowling
of “Tublin," In what subst-
quently became St Bridget's
parish. Potrick was a  grocer
and a member of the board of
supervisors in 1882, when a new

“Weuld

PVI. THOMAS CROSSON
- gave much to the canse

eafl for volunteers was iysyed,
He' organized Co. “K" of the
j regiment, and led his
cumpany dway to the front, He
oibtloss have” made a
good record as a4 soldier, had
e not been stricken with
typhald fever, which made his
rosignation imperative after
only a fow months in the Armed
forces, Thereafter he btcame
a contractor, and In 1878 was
appointed the first supéiinten-
dent of streets ever named to
the Rochester municipa)] gov.
ernmént. He died in 1879,

Sergcant Yames Plunkeft of
tie 108th was no doubt A good
soidier, hut what hiy regimen-
tal  companions remerbered
most akout him was the alory
of the turkey. At one of their
later reunions a menher of the
reglment “immortdlized”
Plurkett’s escapade {n vere.

During the War, as every-
body knows, soldiers used to go
out foraging for supplles in
eneémy country in 6rder lo add
to their own meager food. One
day Sergeant Plunkeit brought
hack A fine turkey to share whh

. his companions. Unfortunatcty,

the Coloncl learned of the prize
and confiscated it. Next day
when Plunkeft passed by the
Colonel's headquarters his nos.
trifs were tempted by the deif-
ctite odor of roasting turkey.

The Colonel’s cook was prepar -

ing it for dinner in a portable
osen outside the officer's lodg.
ings. Furthermors, thé cook
had gone off for the moment.
The témptation was too sgtrong
to resist. The Sergeani otxce
more made off with the turkey,
tisds time oven and all.

His buddies ot a chance to
ext it after all. Then, out of
sheer deviltry, they deposited
-the bones behind the chaplain's
{ent.

Of course the crime could
not be long concealed,, The
Calonel nio doudt mourned his
turkey dinner. But he had
sncugh sense of huimor to enjoy
the joke.

: i the. folce out
. transferxel-te Michlgn.

- 15th Micligan hantiy ¢
o seved in the fhitk’ of hattie fox

ind the

1t Yras 45

a diagiih oF the
that he

thred years. E¢ tied ibon alter
the end. of e wir 4 mr;cq' 113

- of hardships ffersd in "the |
service. : *

William F, Yowe . ol Macedin
doinedl the 160th Volinteer Ji-
fantry in the fll of 1862, The
160th fought In the GuiL Cane:
paign, thin wey transferted fo
the Departmeni of Viiginia, ‘}lﬁ
was at Wincheter wnd Cedae
Creek, where Generdl Philllp
Sheridan wors speeial lpurels,

BIll Howe hid & boddi come
puanion_in BiIt Genp, who cane
from Palmyra and spparently
setved in the sme company as
Howe for the three years of it$
term. According to Blil Howe's
doughter,  Mxs. Gelude Mo
Farland of Bochouter (lhe
mother of Father Eugene Mo

Farland, well-known CYO diree-
tor) Howe aned Gano came back
from the waxs with i pack of
good storles about thelr adven-
tures gay and grim.

The tvo 3Bills shared one
other thing, a great admiration
for Qeneril Shetidan, Bl Howe
never wearled tolling how Sheri-
dan had riddon from Wirnches-
ter 1o Cedar Creek on October
19, 1864, and turmed a retreat
into a stunning and successful
victory. Sheridan’s black horse
“Rienzi,” le xenailed, was wilte
with foam the generwi gai-
lopéd up, crying *Turn, boys,
turn! Wo're going back!™

Bill tlowe and Bill Genn
made a joint resolution there-
after that when they returned
home and go! marrled, they
would name thedr first boys
Philip, in homor of the dashing
victor of Cecar Creek.

But the besllaid plans “fang
oft agley.™ il Fam coaldn't
live up to his pledge becsuse
all his sons were daughters.
Bill Howe did have 2 boy, 5 at
ite birth he snnounced to his
wife his intentionn of christen-
ing the lad “Philip.” But Mrs.
Howe heartily disagreed. She
didnt ke tho nzxne Philip, she
said. They had had 2 horse by
that name, So Bill Howe had
to come aromind. The baby was
baptized Bartholoxnew.

Rochester™s most modest fen-
eral was Jehn McMahen, He
never used the title of brivet
Grigadior gostoral which wii bes
Ktowed on Min &t thh cloke of
the way,

’

fro Matin ekt apndiated

. : )
GENERAL JOHN McMAHION
he preferred *colonel”

the 941 in March, 1843, he wia
rajsed to major,

McMahon had been presented
a wword before he left Roches
ter with the admonition *not
to let the Johnnies have ft.°
At Gettysburg he obéyed the
admonition literally. When the
enemy ciptured him on July |,
1803, hif captors ordered him
to hand over his ¢gword. Rather
thin obey them he broke it
over & stump, Ome of them
threatened to shoot him for his
boliness.

Six months and eight daye
fuprisonment in Libby Prison
di McMalon’s health little good,
and on relexse he had to retyrn
to Rochester to recupérate. The
Clly Fathors, having learned of
the sword tncident from one
of his licatenants, formally
guve the brave veterin & new
&uword to repiiee this old.

Not long after hBis réturn to
the S4th, his brother Michael
MrMahwon of Rochdster rafisd

oany ¢y in the i

mustertd I o Ma
and miétered agfi of

Judy 1, 1885,

_ ©Oh, teYeaks Frim the setvice
gx w!t.lefl,x he had served so well,
feMalion was given Ule bravéy
rank .of. beigadicr ssgnera;;,;tg
o A it 2

HIOT: /al ¢nl
t\m. but go McMahtn pre-
fexyed to b éalled “Colonef”
it anything

After a‘a; deah 10 1691, hows
ever, McMahon, na. Jfiger h%
ater. H

PVT. WILLIAM T. HOWE
sdmired Gen. Bherman

tonmbstone In IToly Sepulchra
s ingeribed “Qeneral™ It was
apparently the highest rank ab

tainted by any Catholie Civil
War soldier in the Rochester
distritt.

There aro other plctures in
dur local Clivil War album. But
this i enough for now.
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praach the Orthodox “to ask
forgiveness and to come wilh

s to Iny toﬁet}\gr olir gifls

By CLAUD D. NELSON
Bpecial Correspondent

Vatican City - (RNS) —
In spite of evident and abund.
ant gaodwill and » sincere de-
sire for unity on the part of
both * Roman Cifhiolics and
Eastern Orthoddx, thele rels-
tions at this stage of the §
ond Vatiean Council must
regirded a3 unhappy though
not without hope.

Thiz is due o conflicting
notions a3 to the role of ob-
servers-st the Council, diver-
gent itilérpretations of Pope
Paut VI's September
speeches, traditionally differ-
ent ideas of ecclesiastionl
unity, -and sharply contiast-
ing views of the significgpce
und role of the Eastern Rite
Catholts in union with Rome.

The situation s further
complicated hy the politied
“eurtain® which scparited
the mafb¥ity of the Ortheddx
not enly from Catholics Bt
from- thelfr owa brethres in
Greece, the Near East, ind
the dispérdon, and from their
Ecumenical Pyiriaiche
ate. These conclusions A
hased not only on my studies
of the pust three years, hirt
on a stries of recent coRyen
sattons hore, all auder
promine of veporiing my e
pressions without atiribuilen.

Since. the Pan- Orthodax
Confergfice in Rhodes last
Soptermber which decided that
cach patrisrchate was fred o
gend, of 710t to send, delegates
oxervers to Vatican 1, no
official word has come to the
Secrotariat fer Promoting
Christisn Unily of  any sddi-

tion to the carps of Orthadox

obserie’s, It wis thought for

a tima that some more of the
patrizrchs beyond the Iron
Curtain might send ohservers
to this wécond session, but
1hat the Berblan Patriarch
would nof. Some may do so
for the third session.

Canonically, the Orthodox
in Greete and in  Russia
agres that their bishops can-
not he dbservers at an ecu-
menicgl cotnedl. If a council
s ecumenical, the Orthodox
— no mops schismatic, they
claim, tham the Latin Catho-
lies — are members by right,
and their bishbps can be pres
ent only a8 Council Fathers.
The Gretks might insist that
priests are not canonically
free to be hege, but Russtan
and  some other Orthodox
priesty ave Here as official ob-
servers, OF course it i3 not

ri#sts, but bishops who can

¢ Council members.

The Rhodes meeting #lso
voted to efigage in dialogud
with 'Cl;!é‘ i'fs “an eqtgll
e " siid, the press repo
hat ;.'he Orthodox of Groece,
who -Witp nol represented at
Rhodies, Kave since decided
{0 participate.

Catholieg-suggest that there
is no belter Hpportunity svail
able to Pni‘z e for dislogue,
and to Hate it, than that
which is fforded the dele
gassbbgervers. In  post-Loun.
cil dialogud, it seoms certain
that thoté participants with
intimaté éxperience 03 the
Courted] will have an advant
age Over the others. Further
more, mEny of the bishopi
hear what dbservers are say-
ing, both informally and
throngh the wemi - offieial
weekly meetings arranged by
the Secr#iarlst, and haye
_been known o echo thait sug-
geitions ons the Council flver,

-

AS to “equal ferms” Sor
the prop diatogue, =0
difficuity need be anticipated
as far as individust parifel
panti are concerned. How
ever, if “eqial termd” i
plies equal, “sisier” Churches,
Cathofics might ask if that i
not ome of the principh
questions to be discussed, end
pearer the end of th!;élﬁf
than at its beginning, Sémnis
Orthodox do ot feel thn
there shiuld be aty soth
question in  theid cise. 0
there might he with sommi

Protostant mrcsmgd _ ihe‘y :

marvel that Pope
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at Joh ,
Paul VI hive skld, they Find
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Yt will b recalled thit Pop
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* John wistd Orie Greek rite and
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Yok the Eail, il Caitlital Cushing Adch

nding heope it e
B N

“rg%ng §0 He ﬂmﬁe& Cith-
’?ﬁ'&’ that the Oridudox oh

6r Gabil Mok

Sacred Congregation for ths
Oriental Church, wio was
subtéguéntly made & crdinal
but died i 1942).

The Wesl Taided 1o regand
this a5 & [ilendly overlare.

B s, 8, i
m 99 hy n erh
tial of the. Tilhlle Church
on g )}iﬁkmﬁ.&mt&; iy
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upon God’s gitar”

Much of {hi Smedlsg zls«
Ing from CathilleOrthodyx
tension s wnguesiidiinbly
wound up with (& sdtatied
Unfats = Cathelles pracileing
the Greek RS and clesely
sesembling the Otilindéx in-

ok parots o e o eimed it s dlet sve
Oriibdox il Ehslern Catho oo™ gihgry kuve bein

i tites, m‘ﬂmf} in effed,
thet gggmntoggg
T atmiionn ool

‘fﬁﬁh{:ﬂéd&’ of u:?mumﬁ".
the ieim dépending on viiv's
staned I Wgt ér Easl”

a’x;e gt‘){&}‘i:s why should
they & ned or suppress-
ed? Wﬁyihﬁu!ﬂa they not be
medistars, inegotiatots, fepre-
sentatives, just the shine us
Cithisties 6t the Latin Rite?
Bt fob the Eastern Oetho.
dix, the existoncé of (he
Uhlsts 1s & sfumblinyblock
4nd & possiblé mgg fox
thelr absorption of the OFtho-
doy. "imt Roite redlly. sinles
s, warnd o ther gan't kvold
-aiKing, “oF i shé plunning to
prolie by our divisions; #id
gindually gathier ys in?” Two
highlyplaced - Chtholley, &
perly o thiw mialter, hivie is.
suved mo that such i not the
sititdls of - Rpiig: one of
thei testifisa thit Pope Paul
i not & Mdivide and condguec”
sttategist o .

& Tast April, Rich.

a_:r

bihop  of  Boston, uri

“!!omtpii Catholiciem and Ean-
eim Orthodoxy ta ind - the
divisiern, that hae  spatted
i fot wibe centuries. Hut '
of the Ensteris Riten, ss thiy
piefes to be callid <o aré aiid
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For the Latih Church, théy

hie Unlats = or Ctholles

Iations with the ancient mois
gstic communities in Greece, -
Like the Orthedox, the Easte .
ern Rite priests, below the -
episcopal level, may be maee ¢
ried befogre taking orders.- !
Tliey enfoy the freedomn to v
use the vernecular thut g
being stught now for Cathow .
Hex 0f the latin Rite, Thelr. .
ecumenical hopes follow the .-
lines, and the kpirit of Auguy.
tin -Cardinal Bea, presiden
of the Sceretariat for Promot.
ing Christian Unity: “Scrip.
ture, study, the common
Bible, the Holy Spifif--these
arp ou¥ necds”

Therd was & périod durlng
{he ‘preépurations for Vatican
1 vhen (Ko Ortkadox felt
that they Had ne claniel for
convérmtion with Kome tcon
tornltig thé Ceunmell axespt
tgrou;h the Cimmbyilon for
the Orlenisl CRutches, Ru
riow théy fiave the Secreiarix
bt proupe o ok

(6ts N, prospect oF - Al
logue declded upon nf'%‘hcﬂéi
is imval weldome, dnd wherd
huid “Hix riol beeh dhsndepn
e thal thers Will vt anilve
offier Orthodux deéfepite ob
wekvers,

he infative fraedoin of the.
Orthotox 1n, Russis, and the
sufferdiig ol Eastérn. and
Latin Rite ‘iﬂ‘m In Come
nitinist eouﬁrfgc:ﬁ, liave been
%mm}. iito bald roliet g
the Couneil dceire, not feasf:
el S ot M
-ap Jagend of Livaw, tie
eenil "&be{ated from' sa'vgg."‘
Imprigonament, dnd his warei
wélcotie when he appe
mong the Council Fithett .
A piobably beiptil gevin -
witi. tie fegm mfﬁf%
%:ittagcga- o gﬁ.fsﬁtﬁtﬁ
H i, 0, e
{he ?atimn'caﬁxgﬁf!%ﬁ i\ |
intorpreted Ay aiy dssprance <
to the Orilivdex that 1 ﬁi&y‘ !
réuhidn “with the Lallis, the Lf‘
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