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Have No Amwers

Catholic lay people, we've oftan been told look to
thelr dlocesan paper for the Church's answer to cur-
rent problems.

This wetk even meny editors. weren't too sure
what that viewpoint is — at least one some sabjects,
such as the Diem-Buddhist impasse ih Vietnam, the
nuclear test ban treaty, how to cope with Communists,
the practical way to work for racial justice, where does
charity begin — at home or 1n the forelgn mistjoris?

Little wonder we have the Council of the wo ld’
bishops stretching from lts origital few months sched?®
ule to what looks like it'll take a few years!

What explanation is an ediior to give his readers
in the Vietnam situation? Repeated reports from trust.
ed sources said President Diem (whose brother is an
archbishop) is more a victim of Buddhists than their
persecutor — and then the Pope cancels a scheduled
audliance with the archhishop when he comes to Rome
;::dmders him to l‘eep silent on the crisis in his home-

And what about co-existing with Communists?

Po Se John welcomes the editor of a Kremlin newspsper

Pope Paul says ““charity” for Communists must go
hand-in hand with condemnation of their erronedus
doctrines. Simultaneously Cardinal Wyszynski, who
comes face to face with Communism every ély in
Poland, keeps up & steéady verbal lashing of the Red
regime there.

Should the ¥res wor c&llgu a treaty with Soviet

Russia to stop testi ar weapons — and maybe

limh? Two ean Cardinals

sign a public statement in favor of the treaty. One

g;nencan bishop signs a publc statement to the con.
ry.

Within two weeks of hearing In their churches a
astoral letter of all the nation’s Catholle bishops saying
t's a Christian duty to sdmit Negroes to cquae-w'%or
tunities in housfnﬁ education, employment and public
facilities — Catholles play & vociferous part in riots in
Pennsylvania to wreck a young Negro couple’s home
and in Ilinois to picket agamst an open housing law
and in most of tho rest of the mation Preserve 2 mas
sive lack of interest in pending civil rights legislation
in Congress. The bishos)s’ astoral stems to have been
read in a vicuum for all
of our own peoplé so Iar,

Finally, nationally famous Bishop Sheen chides
4hd nation's ‘Catholics and their clergy for building
Tuxurdous churches, schools, recreational mits—while
rnissionaries plead for necessities to give the Church a
"foothold in new nations wavering between Christian
falth or Communist materiplism. Yet despite all our
own extensive ‘building ‘programs at home, we still
need twice as many schools just to provide for young-
sters wlho want a religious education here and most city.
churches are barely able to take care of thoss who
come let alone reach out for more,

For every problem, there are difrerent answers
—many of them equany gleomy,

And maybe this fs precisely where a Catholic in-
terpretation can find its cue — not to solve the world's
problems or even the problems which divide our own
communities and cven our own individual consciences
—-just simply admil some problems don't have answers
yet and we will have to wait patiently like waiting for
the rain to stop.

During the late August World Council of Churches‘
meeting in Rochester 1 inet Bishop Lesslie Newbigin
of the recently organized Church of South India. He

has personally had to face many similar problems which -

puzzled his conscience too and he told me this story:

A young nun was left behind in the Congp aftef

all other white people had fled when that nation col-

apsed into chaos thres years ago. For two daérs she

ried and then sent a message to her superior, “What
should I do?”

The answer came back, “You sin
sary you de.”

She stopped crying and went on wlth her work,
_Was that too harsh a reply? :

At Anzlo this summer | saw-the cemetery whers
hundreds of young Americans stayed and died in de-
. fense of freedom's cause during Woud War Il. Our
faith Is also a warfanre and a servant is not greater than
his Lord. Our duty in the turmoil and conflict of our
present time is to “‘stay” at our task mo mattet what
ohers do or say.

This loyalty to our faith, Pope Paul said in his
sermon last Sunday, will %]lve us confidence, peace,
hope—and that is but an echo of the §reat Good Shep-
herd who said, “In the world you will have affliction.
But take courage, I have overcome the world.”

» What matters, therefore, i3 not that we have a
rompt and pat answer for all the puzzles before us,
hat really matters is that we know Christ our lovin

Lord, know that there is no fear except to be seﬁmte

from Him and knows that we prove our love for Him by
the simple, uncomplicated love we give to our fellow-
men He died for. When more of us do that we'll find

~and 1f neces-

... -He also gives us the answers to most of our problems

too. ) —Lather l?mry Arwell
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'rhe men's commnmty hums
beis 238 mombers staffing 93
missions- In the United Statea
and Pucrtdo Rico. Its head-
quarters afe in nearby Silver
Spring,,nd.

" 'The unﬁ!
has 512 mrﬁm lum% '
coses in the U.S. snd in Pumo

Rico, Its headquarters are In

Philadelghis,

(Six Trinitarian Sisters atd
in ca!eck!tlul work in Roth-
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ir little time left. The stand
of the Catholle Church qgainx]t
the government's Increasingly
stringent ‘ﬁgremt!oh poll

is apinst

“The Catholle bishops round-
1y condemned the governmunt
policy of apartheid, or racial
scpantenstss, In jolnt state-
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. gifea ops &D
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The Catholie Church Im
South Africs numbers about
six per cent of the total popue
hﬁon snd about !lx per cent

of the whites. Even m'son:
Catholics’ thm are denp poli
'Rm divisions and in South
frick that mens divisions
‘on “fakivé policy.” .

A few Cathslie intellectuils
support the tiny Libera) plrt?,
which stndg for "on‘
one vofe” gnd the tota ubn!:-
tion of all colar byrs g 1 34
it hos no members of Parlis.
ment),

support the Progressive pasty
(one member in Ptﬂhme:lt)
whoe Catholic -members
claim that i3 policy cldsely k&
sembles tha Joint statementd
of the Catliolic bishops. Tha
policy of the Pmmsl‘h‘.
party i3 mimmed up in tha
phrase “merit, not colox‘.” It
stands for & universal comye
monroll franchiss for. all
sbie to meet certain educition
and property. qualifications
and a constitution framed o
that no one raclal group can
dominate the others

Most Catholiey are bellev
to support the United part;
the main Opposition party in

Parliament. This_ stands for

“white lesdfership,” eight
W hite Nafives’ represents-

tives Iy Paritament, modifica- .

tiont of color bar laws (In.
cluding abslition of job res
ervation) and a race federa-
tion wherchy each group has
a real say in the framing of
lawy affecting that group.

It s not known how mafiy
Catholics support the govérne
ment. But judging from let
ters to the Southern CrQﬁ!.
the natftual Catholie weekli"
tha Natichalist pa
without ftx Catho
porters.

The main shop-window
ftein in Natiomlist policy, by
which 1t hopes to rogiin the
goot will of the West, is 4
“Bantustan” plan. Under thiy,
the Transkel —-an area negr
ly twice the gize of the state
of New Jeysey -~ s (o bo
given Hmited selt pover
ment. All members of th
Xhosa tribe (one of the lariy
est Bantu groups in South
Atrica), whether lNlng thy
Transktl or in tha “white
areas” will have the vote for
Transkel's government.

Othér smaller “Bantustans”

—aro-sisy planned for the other

tribes, such as the Zulus, In
all theae arcas the Africany
wiil go themselves. The
theory Il T Thh meuuro"ﬁl
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