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Who 5 DIVIdIng
The Church?

Pope John is dead.
Millions mourn him huat hunxiﬂds ar harﬁli very

gad. -

Wheh the illness that was fmaily to take its 1911 of
his life first becanie ﬁubhely ktiovn last: Decembér,
more than one clerke had. the ogm\mn, “Yhis is God’s
way of solving the Situstion.”’

The “situation” was the opef door to new ideas,
noww trends, new attitudes long ¥ éxg frowned upon
or considered “imprudent™ in ltm glic Church,

Many who opposed this open dody frend were,
~and are, in signifieant positins i the Church. Phoy
think Pope John has bromglit (e Chuneli to the hridk
of ontright heresy and nnly divine intérvention <=
killing the.pope would be tio blunl a wiyto exp ku
g. l‘f"m“m preserve the Cmn-eh rrom “the ga
e i

) Cardinal Cushings wldeiy quoteﬁ statement
¢arlier this week asking Tor reviston of the Church's
Mixed marriege regulations amd other Church rules in-
dicates there are other clergymen in the Church who

_want the door left. open and the ship. of Peter to be

kept on its course fowardl nov hoizons.

What his stateniént actully felfs us is that there
are sharpl 31{ differirsg viewpolits inthe: Catholic Church,
Cardinal Montinl « Mi%un bire witness to the fact- re-
cently by caling fox inily ‘within the ‘Church before at.
tempts afe made ®o.work toyard unity wzﬁw er re-
ligious denominations. -

Which raises {he obvius questions — Who’t
ﬂgﬂdi‘?g the Chimrch and whal are the divisions
about

Two "movements” have taken root in the Church
fn the twentieth century snd their story can help
-answer the questions raised,

One iz the 1iturgical mowement, the other is the
hiblical movement. A thirdis of even more recent de
velopment — the “ecimenicnl” movement.

At the turn of the cenlury, Catholics dutifully at.
tended Mass — silently, sttdom receiving Holy Com-
rounion, never using a misnl (because a missal in the
Ranguage of the people wis a bammed book, on the
Index of Prohibited Books from 1660 until 1687). Pope
St. Pius X inaugurated a litirgial *“aggiornamento” by
calling for “an aboutface in all three aspeels of this
universal pattern of attending Mass. He had lifs critics
who thought he was ““descerating” the Eucharist by
admitting children to the ncrament and adults to re-
ceive it "even claily " Subsequent popes repeated the
plea for partigipation in the prayers of the Mass b
the people but the plea was gencrally ignored, evaded,
disregarded until Pope Pius X1lon the eve of his death
left no room for continued iturgicaklistlessness. Yet
pockets of resistance remain.

In biblical studics, Catholic experts who made use
of the vast archeological discoveries of the past fifty,
yebrs to change long-lxeld view;momts on interprefation
of the scriptures were su ed of endangeri ng 111&
ancient faith, harrasséd in their research, the
goscribed and their positims tiken from them.x was

Pius X1l who reversud this repressive atmosphere
set biblical studies on an openy path and manyeg

the once suspect opinions are now generall admith
as the better explanat:on of putzling biblical passages.

The most Tecent movernent to take shape in the
Charch is the *“ecumenical” movement, Like tha litur-
gical and biblical movements, its roots go bick several
years but most leests md ly people hava become
aware of it onlw in the put few years.

Pope John ¢bviously biessed this new attitude to-
ward Christians of other religious groups — calling
them “separateq brethren” rather than heretics, schis-
matics, apostates or other offensive names. The issuo is
of course far dee eper than a substitution of words. The
new “ecumemeal outlook recogrizes t{hel:‘tiiglzltl’f'fth;zse,

ihe sincire practice of their differing
mei’s an ¥ "““Lvaﬂﬁe’qb ﬂ‘t’%ﬁr%ﬁ%‘i’ﬁ?&dﬁeﬁfﬂ%
their customs. But again ther are the critics who con-
sider this a3 com Smmﬂse, bétrayal of the faith for
which martyrs die

These three movenents—liturgical, biblical and
ecumenical — provide] the thr'ee chief topics at the
Vatican Council of the world’s Catholic bishops
which opened In Rom iast satamn. “Liberais” are
in favor of continuing ind accelerating these trends;
“conservalives” sre zil lox putiing on the brakes an
even reversing the trend. _

Each mowement bears the cledr blessing of one of
the® great popes of this cextfury.

Each movement flfills an ancient Latin axiom
quoted by Pope John in  his eacyclical to the Slavice
nations, “Vox temporis, wox Dei — the vuice of the
times is the woice of God." From our present vantage
g , we see the inestimable good accormplished by

ape 'St. Pius X's decrwes on early and frequént Com-
munion. We are now expeiencing the flowering of
Pape Pius XII's decisiom on scripture study in a new
era of grealé¥ knowledpe @il fove for the Bible, the in-
spired Word of God. ‘The worldwide response to Pope
Jaohn's peace encyclical amd the oatpou ng of grief at
his death are testtmony that his “ecumenical” irit
bas won for the Clrurch ;ew opportunities to spea
the world, as the Saviour =ald it should.

This savne Saviour had His critics too — a3 His
wicars still do. N

‘ These who now foir thit new directions divide the
Ghutch should first ask i¥ they themselves by their Iag-
ging response to the popes of. this century ire perhaps
the cause of these divisions We are all in need of in-
creased grace from God §0 kovow His will better xnd.
the greater grace 10 have the ¢ourage. sad Adocility to
travel withowt fear in the wiy His vicar on earth puides
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ﬁ = o doing &
B4 akssp (3] !:tagdy, c%ﬂa
Jet, thare ds & scene in whieh
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look upon his Hke again

When thie fate Pope Pius
the XI w‘s‘?md in his tomb

He wae yuh a “Tremenious
ghro,x 21& ma%n outstandln;
Vol 30 many 5

ﬁl chipters into” the. his-

ry of our Chuich, Hé lived

uring the great World War,

lxe hid travelled all through.

Christenddm, e was a scholax,

ke wis & Giplgmat, he was a
trcmonduu; waorld figare,

Tn addition to all that des.
pitn the widih 284 the breadth
g§ %%; cnlturie and ,t}he :xg:g

crien e sho
himsolfmi‘npa shggi Hime to be

.essénliauy 2 pastof pz souly,

a very uman um;f d, lie did
%0 0 make £
Tigi nha mﬁre impbmﬂ part
of the Jives of hix peopls,

We Thight mention } s ten.
der dayothn to the Imma.
culats Mother of God mani

fested 30 oftefi-~—in the Mapk
ian Year, the crestion of th:'
feast of Bﬁr Queanship, th
g«;{m&ou of Her tAzEs&xmption.
osy were tender, pih
toral act¥{sr his people,  °

1 need not Kbmt out td you
the influence He his hud upon
the belfef ind dovotinn ta the
Holy Euchsrist beciuse bf hiy
legitlation in the _matier of

that had 13 do with the hour
when the Mass conld be said
and always almost with the
simplifcity of a simpi¢ parish
priest trying in what way he
can to nake his parish holier,
No wondey then that with his
passing 20 many of us szald,
“We shall oot jook upon his
liké again.”

The w‘ﬁx s of Gsd cro stran-
ger than the ways of man and
God saw fit to introduee 1o
us in 2 very short lime m
equally impressive {igure,
Pope John XXIII A iian §tis
tnie with & d‘{f{m bBack-
ground with a differoit point
o{ view in life but, 1l us ay,
ont whHY was dextiged in
©o pari\!vely short lime 1

ony impact -
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By JAMES T. ONEILL

cism, of modern langige
tranalations of tire Latin text
of the pepal encyclleal Pacem
in Terris brings 1o the fore
again the fact thal only the
Latin teghas published by the
Vatica “official”

Otficimls of the Vatican See-
retariat of Stats poinil vat
that modern languige trans-
lations, oven when preparssE
by the Vatiaan, do not have
suthoritative chancter and
ace published principally’ as
a conventence for the world
press and other interested
parties.

Nevertheless, it can alio be
said that modem Iatrage
transistiony
such as encyclicals, whon they
are propared by Vatican offi-
cials, represent an inténse effs
fort {0 ‘render pagat teaching”’
as cloxrly.and as fnithiglly a%
it Is prosented in ma oﬁxé’i!
Latin text, :

In fact, (e Vatkoih
tﬂﬁmxken tranition of

Fertls simply to xeold ¢
«ion amd the thetiesdony
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- Bo m.%n e it the ne“‘;
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Spixit and ik & comnmﬁvew

ﬁ; cars this man by his sims -
teily, his ténderness, hix fas -

thex‘ly spivit, his woﬂqwme

conceth for the u{c

by hia deep.Jove for-{)

the Imigination of all o

be hak Ret g {R thred dif< -
ie:cnt fotine, ;-ig‘g of all, we -
have (hé outhanding study of
the secial fuestion which h
realized is one ot the
problems of today, Analysed
with the nd 6f & master, his
:Dluliou of the Krobtems waS
presentad with the courage of
tha Holy Spirit. At we read
a2kl the same time the con-
scibusness that while that
great Encyclieal- we realized
the Church through Pope John
yeas, handling the social ques-
t3on &5 A maglisier (teacher)
2nd at the saine time was &lso
handling: the question as &

. ma&er—emo’ﬁmr)

It ‘was the Mother Church
of Christendom offering to
the world a mother’s solution
of tit the problems that beset
mankind in the age in which
wo live,

The second great manisfes.
tation of hi§ vision was the
calling together of the Coun-
cll. Here obviously there was
an inspiration of the Holy:
Spirit, he satd that himselt

agsin and tgain. H¢ said the -

thought  rame to him very
suddenly and that s the way
the Holy Spirit very often
acts.

The Spirit of God put into
mmm the concept of bring-
ing Cbrlmndom together in
ihe Eteriil Cily just as rep..
u&ehﬁg\;&a f 3lmost every
profeasion in the world bave

Tig by the whl of the pope.
It Is the pope who gives or
dars to draw ip an encyclical -
#Ad it Iy thie pope who follaws
i developient and guides
s wrlﬁnx through every ma-
Jor afage.
While circumstances differ
from ofté pontificats to an-

tther, this generally does not
«%WWMNM{!&, AR R Y oS

svisry singls word. In drafting
i dotument of such magni-
fude as Patem in Terris or
Mater et Magistra, which
covef the sph#s of econom-
ics. political theory, sociology,
theology, philosophy and mor-
als, 2 pope would have little
time to do anything else it
he wrote thé docurient him.
self, -

- ¥ driwing up ich éncyell
wiix thea, (he pope retks the
help of expotis I various
flelds, He iV Indicate the
fieYra of sludy Be i} Interest:
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lowing the guldante dnd in
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Once finished, the Latin
text is fent to the pope and

jan test and they are réguired
to corvest that text to coin
cide with alteralions mads by
the Latinists.

Thus, the official Latin text
becomes the goveriiing text
to which the frEnstation in
other languages must con-
farm,

s at this po!nt that thére
ariee problems of variations
im expression which ofted pive
riso to criticlm eof various
modern langzuage transiatiohs.

One problem fs. the fact
thint Eatin has 2 relativel§Te
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