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After eleven years of mar-
riage my wife has suddenly
bécome ohsessed with {he
need to assert her sense of
“liberation” (primarily from
me!), and to demonstrate
what she calls her- “maturity.”
Although we ecan’t afford it,
and she doesn’t need it, she
sees her psychiatrist once a
week and claims. we all need
one. Lately, she’s started go-
Ing around with a young di-
vorce. When 1 protest that
this is a bad example for our
three growing children, she
says she has a perfect right
to choose her own friend% and
she’s sick aind tired of my
telling her what to do. Her
mother is disgusted with her,
and I've just about had jt—
what would you de?

Your description sounds
like some of the caricatures
of the “new woman" which
appeared in this country
around the turn of the cen-
tury, Steve, As you may re-
call, one radical branch of
the European feminist move-
ment had been talking about
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the liberation of women for
over a centurv, Marxist think-
ers later popularized their
own version of it, and in one
form or another it gradually
received fairly widespread
diffusion among the upper
classes through the efforts -of
avant-garde writers,

It never caught on very well
in America, primarily because
American women have tradi-
tionally enjoined greater free-
dom and legal protection than
most of their European sis-
ters. :

I feel it was necessary to
preface my remarks with this
historical note because.when
discussing the changing status
of women in the modern
world, we must always care-
fully  distinguish between
their legitimate aspirations
for quality as persons and
some of the irrational ideas
or ideologies historically asso.
ciated with the feminist move-
ment.

NO MATURE Christian can
fail to regard with favor thev
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My Wife Wants to be 'Liberated" From Miarriage. Resﬁohﬁbiliiies

By FATHER JOHN' L. THOMAS, SJ.

Sociology Professor St. Lowis University

Increased educational oppor-
tunities and juridical status
women currently enjoy in our
country. On the other hand,
conceptions of faminine “ma-
turity” or *“liberation”™ that
ignore man’'s sociil nature
and Christian responsibilities

are justly rejected as irra- |

tional.

s

Judging from your account
of the situation, I would con-
clude that your wife is either
sadly confused or is using
terms like maturity and lib-
eration to justlify her desire
to escape her responsibilities
and to do what she likes.
Since experierice has taught
me that I am certain to be

accused of forming a biased.

judgment, Steve, let me point
out at once that I am not
assuming that you or other
Amnmerican husbands are with-
out fault,

I am well aware that men
can be irresponsible and dom-
inecering, treating their wives
as if they were children and
regarding any show of intel-
ligence on their part as a

personal challenge to their
superiexity. I have frequently
criticized such conduct as ut-
terly umbecoming a Christian,

My jmudgment in the present
instance is based on your
wife's shallow endorsement
of psychiatry as a newfound

curealE for the ills of man |

kind amd also on her rejec
tion o¥ your criticism con-
cerning her choice gf friends.
Here again I must be careful
to mak € my position clear,

1 HAVE high ‘esteem for
competent psychiatrists—none
of whoam pretend to have the

ansverss to all man's woes— |

Butl h ave little patience with
the shallow belief that every-
one ne<ds psychiatric care—
even if they could afford it!
You wwife's altitude reflects
a fad, unfortunately rather
than thacreapy.

Also, I wish to make it
clear thhat I do not feel that
a husband has the right to
choose his wife's friends—
anvmor-e than she has the
right to choose his. But both

husbarid and wife have the
right and the obligation to
object to friendships that may

reasonably” be judged either.

harmful or scandalous. Your
wife has no right to reject
_her responsibilities as your
spouse and the mother of
.your children; and you are
well within your rights iin
objecting to her present asso-
ciatioxfl.

Research’ findings show
clearly that one of the major
ways that stable families pro-
tect themselves is to confine

their associations to other -

Vslable families.

Your wife's definition of
liberation is evidently based
on the false assumption -that
Af responsibilities stemming
from past commitments cramp
one’s style, one is free to re-
ject them. This is what I
meant by the term *“moral
brain-washing.”” There is a
school of thought which main-
tains that most mental health
problems are caused by irra-
tional restraints imposed by
religious or social norms and
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“values, o that therapy con-

the mind of these moral ob-
"structions to personal free-
dom. Your wife is apparent.
ly receiving “therapy” from
a member of this school of
thought.

What can you do? Well,
Steve, it is -one thing to de-
fine your right and obliga-
tions, and quite another to
get your wife to agree. A
some point in your marriag
you have lost:contact with
each other, and each seems

sists in thoroughly cleansing |

to have developed along sep-

arate ways. Your problem did

.Hence you both need a
counselor who will help you
see the nature of marital com-
panionship, as well as the
meaning of maturity and lib-
eration in marriage, Your
wife is obviously confused,
but remember, before she
reached this stage, something
must have gone wrong with
your marital relationships.
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Penlte‘ntlal Processions
three Syro-Malabar

cessions to

communist China.

not start yesterday. ’

Ernakulam — (NC) - The
Rite and
nine Latin Rite Catholic par-
lishes here held penitential pro-
ask God's aid
against the invading armies of
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Tralming Program--Thorough

~Box CC 185 Cath

$535 per MONTH '

1 you are financially disturbed and unable to advance in your
present position, you will be interested in our Soles Executive

tential; college or success background a must. Send resume
- In confidence for personal interview.

EXECUTIVE

troining, unlimited eoming po-
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Song of Thanks

Los Angeles — (NC) = Stii¢
dents of Mount St. Mary's Col
lege students sang a Te.Deum .
in thanksgiving that their cam.
pus was spared from des,trlf(:-
?on in last year's Bel-Air forest-
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"*We Recommend : 'I
Tohin Packing
A 00- ) k

(Common Steck)

Selling ak about 10” times
earnings, this sound common
stock i5, in our opinion, at-
tractive, both for well-pro- °
tected dividend return and
for longer-term appreciation. -
We have an annual report |
and have prepared an analy--
sis on this company that is _
yours for the asking. Come
in, Call or write,

Ne obligation!

. (] -
CRONIN & CO.
PATRICK C. CRONIN, Pret.
Established 1933

1210 GRANITE BLDG.
Rochester 4, N.Y, )
HA 6-3505-3508

OPEN SAT. 'TIL NOON

IOV IV VIV VIV VYIYYVYYVYI VY Y

§

4
<
[«
:
=\
)

Rrrow Shirts in Care-Free
Wash ‘N Wear Fabrics

45010895 -
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CHASE, short-
point medium
spread collar,
french cuffs. In

luxary cotlon. 14-
32-17-35.

500

7

America’s Not I g]ift Shirt

ARROW!

W/ P A 7D

|

Arrow white shirts are his business basics. No men ever has enough to
ing his impressive best. Come right now to McCurdy’s Men’s Shops for et wide emd
¥ wonderful selection of Arrows in favorite fabrics, most flattering collar styles, Whether,
/ 'yqu pick Supima cotion “Paddock Club” or wash ‘n wear fabrics, your cholce s right

Club” Supima Cotion Shkb. eaxch 5.’ ~

because it's Arrow,

\

Arrow ' Paddock

s

Supima is superb coitom, euistanding for luster, sofiness and lomg

g
given it the tailoring it deserves in these "Paddock Club” white breadcleth , Fony

collar styles, from left:

(

TABBER SNAP, short point English collar with easy snap closwe’'
DRAKE, short point medium spread collar ;
RADNOR, soft, rounded collar with eyelets for pim
GLEN, =oft, short point medium spread coilar,

-

DREW, low-band,
medium short non-
wiilt collar, button
cuffs, In cotton
broadcloth. 14-32-
17-35.

4.50

keop him lock:

WHIP, soft short-
point, medium
spread collar, con.
vertible cufls, in

cotton broadcloth,
14-32-17.-35,

450

"4".5_0 -

GORDON
GLEN, button-
down col-
1&r, button .
~gulfs, in cotton
oxford cloth,
14-32-17-38,

HITT, non- wilt,
short point me-
dium spread col-
- lar, comvertible
¢uffs; cotton
broaxdcloth, 14-32-
17.38.,

£.50 :

- ARDEN, non-wilt,

short point spread.
collar, button
culfs. In cotton
broadcloth. 14-32-
17-35.

4.50

GLEN, soft, short.
point, medium
spread collar; con-
vertible euffs. In -
Deciolene (all Dao-
ron polyester),
14.82-17.38, |

895




