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This article by Auxiliary
describes a typical “Day

. » .
A

Bishop Lawrence B. Casey
at the Council” in Rome.

Bishop Casey wrote the article Sunday, Nov. 11, as the

bishops neared the end of
first topic, liturgy. Counc

hand account of the daily

discussion on the Council’s

rg il sessions are held in vast .
St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. This vivid, first- -

sessions will give readers a

clear picture of this historic event.

This is an account of

a typical general (business)

session of Vatican Council II, with afew observations

on the Council itself.

No attempt will be made to discuss in detail the
material thus far treated in the general sessions. The
Council Fathers are bound by secrecy. Moreover, the
Council has made no decisions on the subjects already
covered (as of November 10).

. - ‘

A Doy af the Council with Bishop Casey
od’'s Kingdom to

We do not know how the voting will
does anyone else at this moment.

go; neither

Through newspaper photos, Courier readers have

The tiers of seats for

a.general idea of the physical layout at Sti Peter’s.

the Council Fathers extend

practically the whole length of the central nave of the

basilica. The cardinals,

patriarchs, primates, arch-

bishops and bishops occupy these seats. The abbots,
prelates nullius and general superiors of the major
male religious communities of the world are seated
in six galleries above the tiers of seats.

All are Council Fathers, and all likewise have a

vote.

The ten cardinals forming the Praesidium sit at a

wide table in front of the
is a small gallery of ‘‘pe

papal altar. To their right
riti,” the experts in canon
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Rochester Nun in Bangkok

No Gilt in the Klongs

Affluent tourists visit Bang-
kok, famed city of “The King
and I,” to view the numerous
gilt temples of the Buddhist
faith—but a young Rochesterian
in the fabled city finds life
there is a daily struggle to sur-
vive. o

URSULINE nun Mother Vir-
ginia Marie (Claire kangie) ds
in her third year of a mission
assignment to the teeming capi-
tal of troubled Thailand in
southeast Asia.

She has appealed to friends

at--hqgme to aid--her order-in—

building a new Mater Dei In-
« .. stitute, a school and religious
center for young Thai women.
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S_ci‘entists
Told Seek

New Values

Pasadena — (RNS) — Scien-
tists and engineers were called

. jupon here by Father Theodore
- |M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., president

of the University of Notre

' |Dame, to uindertake a ‘‘review
- Jof values” to bring a new pro-
. {portion or perspective to their

work,

Speaking at a California In-
stitute of Technology dinner
honoring members of the Na|

~{tiorral” Sciencé ~Board, Father

Hesburgh said the time has
come for scientists and engi-
neers to guestion “the moral

law and theology appointed for the Council by the
Holy See. To the left of the Praesidium is a small
table for the Council Secretariate "headed by Arch-
bishop Pericle Felici, Council Secretary, and to their
left is a gallery for the Non-Catholic observers.

The Non-Catholic observers are a group of dedi-
cated, Christian men who follow the progress of the
Council faithfully each day. Most of them are pro-
ficient in Latin and they note the proceedings with

intelligent interest.

Their questions are answered by members of the
Secretariate for Promoting Christian Unity. Transla-
tions of the Fathers’ talks are also handed them with- -
in a few minutes after they have been given in Latin,

One Non-Catholic observer was
feature of the Council impressed him
plied, “The mere fact that we are here.”

These observers are very grateful for the
confidence that the Holy Father has placed
in them, (they also observe the oath of
secrccy) and they are likewise impressed by
‘the spirit of democracy in the Council, the
fact that each of the Fathers is free to stand
up and present his personal views on the
point under .discussion. One observer also
remarked that he was decply moved by the
spirit of religious fervor shown by the Coun-
cil Fathers in their responses to the Dialogue
Mass opening each general session.

A large golden chair stands on a tempor-
ary platform in front of the papal altar itselt
— vacant at these general sessions, It is used
by Pope John at the public sessions. He has
not been present at the Council sessions since
the opening ceremony, October 11. However,
we are told that the Holy Father follows each
session closely by means of an outlet to the
public-address system installed in the papal

apartments. -

The acoustics and the lighting system in
St. Peter's are excellent.

The Individual seats in the Council, green
far the bishops, red for the cardinals, are com.
fortable enough — but the bulky church robes
of the Fathers make them rather close quar.
ters. Each scat has a folding kneeler and a
writing desk.

Our scat number is S0664, about halfway

-down the nave. Fach Council Father is scated

according to sentority; in the case of a bishop,
the date of his consecration, so our immediate
section might be called “The Class of 1953.”

There are eleven rows of seats {n our

| section. six seats in each row. In our row are
six bishops representing the Philippine Is.

lands, ltaly, Germany, Norway, Indonesia and
the United States — a tangible symbol of the
Church Universal.
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asked which
most. He re-
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N Sad

Bishops of all rites mnd races shape C;;'g_rch;s futnro :
in decisions to be madeat Vatican Countil, (Life Photo) -

POPE JOHUN XXIIL
‘a new Renlecost® -

>

'

.

old Professor of Moral Theology at St
Bernard’s, . .

Speeches are limited to ten minutes—and

they do mean ten minutes, no more, Some
Fathers summarize their arguments in two
or three minutes, which is even better hecause
it speedks the progress of the Council. When
each Father concludes, he says “Dixi~—I have
spoken.”

The speeches follow in unbroken order

from 9:45 a.m. to 12:15 noon, There is no
interruption, Time is of the essence and all
the Cowzncil Fathers ars anxious to ses the
sesslons move along at a steady rate,

The Fathers follow each speaker closely,
making written observations in the margin
of their copy of the “Schemata,” open on their
desks,

Each evening, *L'Osservators Romano,”
the Vatican newspaper, prints a summary of
the materlal treated that day in the Council
but does not give the views of the indlvidual
speaker, pro or con, There is no great secre
therefore, about the main topics the Counci
is considering. ‘Secular newspapers and maga.
zines have made surmises, often without
{ou;xdnuson, on the stand taken by particular
"fathers,

- The_fIrst part of the present sesslon of
the Coumcil has been devoted to the Consti-
fution om Sacred Liturgy and (as of Saturday,
November 10) four chapters of the Schemata
have been comploted, with four still to be
treated. “These four chapters should be fiished
by the emd of noext weck,

tonday, November 12, and the bishops then
beg:m) &lcussion on Scripture, the present
topic.

Pope John made a significant move at

(Ed- note: Ths,él_lium_dlscussinn_endad-—.————.—

¥
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impact of their work on the
-jworld of man in which they
live.”

the thirteenth session (Tuesday, November 6). -
To speed the progress of the Council he f
granted permission to the Praesidium to eall !
for a vole of the Fathers to end discussion 1 :
|

SHE DESCRIBED the haz {3
ardous conditions of their pres- §
ent “below sea level” mission gf NG
structures as follows: i A< oy i . THE ROLE of sclence and

AP\ —. i Ty e ; technology will be determined

The business sessions are held each week.
day, except Thursday, and begin promptly at
9:00 a.m. Swiss Guards stand at the entrances
to see that no unauthorized persons are ad-
mitted. The Fathers stream in (on rainy days ..

\Jimn. im the judgment of the Praesidium, a

We have wet weather about

) ) T\

half of the year. Running
through our compound and sur-

£ill. up ard dve; ng\
' great part of our property aud’
into our buildings. During the
last heavy downpour, because
there is no way for the water
to run off. the garden area all
filled up and we had lakes.

In our That kitchen, cooking
over open fires, the water sim-
ply rose and our Sisters waded
around in the water. Benches
served as the “walking path”
from the convent to the part
of our new school building that
has been compieted, due to the
klong water rising above the
bridge.

Water is water, but this is
not just rain watér, as the klong
serves as a gutler.

The large American hotel s
near our compound and its
refuse flows into the klong that

o, o e

W

3

-

cessaiiamsns bimoinin T i

& it
Rochester Ursuline

nun Mother

Virginia Marie with
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our actual performance,

by how society views man, he

. |sald. Contrasting the ideologies

oRyed by

A

€. el

Father Hesburgh, who has
been a member of the National
Science Board since 1954, as-
serted that there is little prac-
tical difference between scien-

ment; is Biten

1

forced to dedicate their lives
to materialistic ends and West-
ern scientists being "seduced to
do likewise, by financial sup-
port, by prestigious appoint-
ments, or by the wave of our
present affluent culture and
material preoccupations.”

“In either case” he sald,
“science is prostituted to some-
thing far below ils greatest
human potentiality in our
times. In either case, mankind
is the loser . . .”

In the current surge of scl

tists in the Soviét Unlon being|

it's quite a sight to watch the scarlet-clad
cardinals scurry £rom thein cars in the ancien

Rite prolates and the varl-coloréd 'manteliets
ta-of bishops belonging to religlous orders.

Each scssion begins with a Low Mass,

usttally in the Roman rite. However, this .|

varies and the Fathers have taken part in
Masses of the Dominican, Greek-Melchite,
Maronite and Bragan rites, Celebrants of the
Masses are the bishops from various coun-
tries, each in turn, .

" Each Mass is a Dialogue Mass, with -the
Fathers making the responses. The Sistine
Choir sings plain chant and choral numbers
during the Offertory and various parts of
the Canon.

At the close of the Mass all remain stand-
{ing while the Book of the Holy Gospels is
enthroned on the small temporary altar by a
bishop who marches in procession as the Coun-

tho black gowns,and headdress o tha Eastérn’
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“Stand, xnd-the presidtay Candl
¥athers in the g«mﬁ of th

and walic down the ateps toward thelr buses
and cars.. ’

A few observations about the Councilt
many Cziholics back home seem to bas cone
fused remarding the purposs of the Council
and impatient at its scemingly slow progress,
Part of this misunderstanding may have been-
caused by the guesswork and the unintention.
ally misleading remarks of some secular news
papers anid magazines, X

It Is a fact that the press labors under
cortain kandleaps In reporting the Council,
On the other hand, every effort {s being made
to keep xceporters abreast of the proceedings.
Tor examaple, a commiites of English-speaking

cg}:r subject had beéen sufficlently-

nal lowdsthe .
! the “Anjgelus”
Pliotogimphers standing-outside the barricades,

at the eclge of the great squaré have a field
day* as the prelates pour out of the Basilica -

€

) ' “lo! communism and demoéracy, : ; " .
pucding,_our impourd e i shiervenTha our wian af| R 8€ Bani Mar), ’
- the Tainseaimteny, thE kKlongs-, | Sating, Al Lsra i -

i i A cil Fathers sing, “Christus vincit, Christus “peritl” Eaus been set up in Rome to brief the N

g puns alongside our buildings two Thal children at mission school in Bangkok [N¢® and tCCh"O‘Og—"a the Rbus- regnat, Christus imperat — Christ conquers, newsmen and news services of United States .
' When the rains are heavy. Thailand. f‘{znsarrzas;‘ol)te ;ﬁ?ogfatlgll{;' ”l:; Christ reigns, Christ rules” alternately wilh. papers, . T
: g:]stlet%d t%fe l;tl:eet‘ﬁttc;m\fgg “i;_‘régi good gpuvs,” the priest-educator the verses of the psalm, “Laudate Dominum. Wha€ the newsmen can't fathom is that .o
'3- our compound. The smell is. dergarten children are still int  Often this “dining room” get§ contended. The ten members of the Council Praesi g the Coumcil Fathers never guaranteed tg o

10 y . but more important and their open-air class rooms. This so filled up with “klong water | “We have the talent and po-! dium take turns presiding at each session. © produce at least one sensational headline eac .

le J serious, the germs and discase means: On one side there jsithat it is impossible to sitdowni "' o tness. Wwe hal\)ve The first words of the Council Secretary are MONSIGNOR FELICL day. The Councll is not out to make news, At

a ¢ being deposited with us is cer- no wall bul an over-hanging'snd eat’ off the wooden Wf“"lm 'amt trfﬁ?oﬁezf' the West | “Exeunt omnes” — which means that all who ten minule limit this point the press looks at the Council as

‘e i tainly not conducive to good roof. On the other side—half worn tables. I do not see how d B o for the dignity| have no actual part in the Council must de- a “nine¢ Aays' wonder.” As the Council grinds

- health for the children or for of a wall. When the wind is one could have any appetife 10‘3f ;2‘; Cf%rlcgreedg; bt ir%nthz part — and quickly. The Presiding Cardinal on, month after month, going sbout its ap.
any of the Sisters working here. strong and itis raining the chil- eat anyway, immersed in such!{’ermino'm’gy of the'space age,| then leads the Fathers in the recitation of pointed €k ain‘d progucilng a mlfni;]nmn of

it o . "dren simply get wet. %ater. the destruct button is getting| the prayer. “Adsumus.” invoking the guid- sensational decisions, the interest of the press

i g The building in which our, s , A 2l ance of the Holv Spirit. (The fext of this may warze, and along with it, the interest

1t little boarder puptls sleep is The area (I cannot get my- Mother Virginia Marie is th'e‘more attention from science and ey &px . Cour: : : of the people.

; right next to the common self to call it a "dining hall”) daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louns‘technol?gy than the cc:;pstruct prayer was included in our (ourier coiumn

r “refuse” klong and the smell where our day-students eat has Langie of 355 Yarmouth Road,'button, he stressed. “People| of October 19). This will not, however, impalr the Im.

and disease which this carries

a roof on itand a cement

floor. Rochester, in St. John the Evan-‘are coming out second best to

portance of Vatican Council II and its influ-

- - . . P omls : i " The seminarian assigned to each section ence on the lives of millions of souls, Catho-
all the time, not just during the well worm by repeated flood- gelist parish. She attended things. _ N 1 ) c
six month rainy season, is un- ings from the cily's “common Sacred Heart Academy,lColgn;- 0 Raos:eivi?l}it ;‘;f};d:’;if;osg{i%zsa'c‘m]]?:imz;"dt‘;l‘; 1lic and Non-Catholic alike,
- believable. e T e ooy Whenever theltage and the Catholic University Why We Kee name of the Father and a square marked As ws mentioned previously, Council
It is our “dream” to build a rains are heavy. in Washington. Bishop Kearney y P “Adsum—I am present.” We sign our name, proceediegs do involve a certain amount of
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new building, a new dormitory;
for the children away from this
location. But we cannot go on
to a dormitory for our children
until our school building is
completed, and due to a lack!
of funds we have to stop right
where we are now with our
school building only partially
completed.

The six classes of the first
three grades, and our 180 kin-

PDiamonds of quality reason-

ably priced. William S. Thorne

e‘;v er, 318 Main St. East.—
vl

Mass Texts
In English

Pueblo—(NC) — The Diocese

of Pueblo has been given per

mission by the Holy See to have
the Epistle or Lesson and the
Gospel proclaimed in English
immediately after their recita-
tion in Latin during sung
Masses.

The Sacred Congregation of
Rites, in a rescript dated Sep-
tember 18, 1962, granted the in-
novation for the Colorado See
upon the request of Bishop
Charles A. Buswell of Pueblo.

It is thought to be the first
such permission granted for a
U.S. diocese,

Monuments and Markers for
Holy Sepulthre, The better
way to choose a monufnent is
10,see.our indoor display. You
will appreciate our noagent
plans TROTT BROS., 1120 MT.
-Hope: GR- 307T—Advy —

OPEN HOUSE and Christ
mas Show st Blanchard, Flor-
1st, Saturday, Dec. 8 from 10
am. t0 5 pm. Don’t miss it
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presided at ceremoties in the
Ursuline Motherhouse at New
Rochelle when she entered the
order and later when she took
her final vows,

Contributions to aid the Ursu-
line nuns in their Bangkok mis-
'sion may be sent to Rev. John
Duffy, director of the Rochester
Propagation of the Faith So-
ciety, 50 Chestnut St., Roch-
ester 4, N.Y. An anonymous
friend of the missions has
pledged to “match” donations
sent for the Bangkok project.

Christmas

London — (NC) — A nation-
al Catholic movement has start-
ed sending out 25,000 leaflets
to rally support for its cam-

paign “to put Christ back into,
Christmas.”

The Christmas Poster Cam-
paign Group is sending the leaf.
lets to churches, schools and
iyouth clubs urging them to
fight the commercializing of
iChristmas,

Pope John

Council.;pay last a great,
here hy Pope .John XXIII

Discounis

'Ten Year' Council

Rome — (RNS) — Fears that the. Second Vatican
fany years were set at-rest’

when he paid a visit to St.

Andrew’s church on the Quirinal.

-~ Referring to pessimistic predictions that “we will
“niéed ten years o finish the Ecumenical Council,” he

remarked firmly, but smilingly, “Absolptely not.”
The pontiff was joined at the church by Stefan

Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland, and 22 other
Polish bishops who are attending the Vatican Council,

. the occasion being a Mass commemorating the feast

10 ﬂnhdh Blanchard, ' o¢ c¢ “Stariislaus Kostka, a 16th century Jesuit novice
B ks Ave. Freo| oho1is honoted as the patron of Polish Catholic youth.

P2 d e DR ARl I

make a cross on the square, the cards are
collected and taken to a large air-conditioned
booth erected off the left transept and in
front of the tomb of Pope Gregory XVI. Here
they are processed by IBM machines and the
total number of Council Fathers present at
that session is available by 10:30 am. The
total at the sixteenth session, November 10,
was 2,172.

When the actual votling bhegins on the
various proposals contained in the “Schemata”
(the Council program or constitution), these
machines will furnish accurate and complete
tofals within twenty minutes, The gray booth
seems out of place in its surrpundings but
it does furnish a striking contrast between the
medieval pageantry outside and the spirit of
the Machine Age inside the enclosure,

There are routine announcements by the
Council Secretary and he reads the names
of the Fathers, usually about twenty-five, who
will speak that day on the tepic currently
under discussion. A microphone and a read-
ing desk have heen set up in alternate Sec-
tions, While one Father is talking, the next
‘to speak is already in his place, ready to be-
gin when his turn comes — a very- efficient
arrangement.

All speeches are in Latin. We might add
the facility to understand these talks is in-
creasing day by day. The Latin we learned in
seminary days now comes in handy. However,
we can follow the Latin of the Fathers from
English-speaking countries (the Irish pro-
nounce theirs with a brogue) more easily
than thoss who use a foreign tongue.

One wishes {hlt all Pathers gpoke with

the clarity and precision of Doctor Goggin our

JR S e ~ wateve
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DR. FREDERICK GRANT
Episcopalian at Councll
‘dedicated men’

secrecy, There Is good reason for this. For
example, the matters discussed from the floor
during tkhe past four weeks have been re-
forred back to the twenty-four member Com-
mission on Sacred Liturgy (one of the ten
Council €ommissions), The changes in the
“ScMemata" proposed by the Fathers speaking
from the floor will be inserted in the original
text—ihis Is a difficult, time consuming chore
—and tleen each particular proposition on
Sacred [.iturgy will be placed before the
Fathers for a vole. .

The same procedure will be followed by
the other nine Commissions when their sub-
jects are discussed.

Keeping these facts in mind, one can un-
derstand why the Council moves at a slow
pace and may last a long time,

As of November 10, the Fathers had not
voted on “Schemata” propositions, It is un-
wise, then, to make predictions on how the

. voting will go; no one knows. The Council will

In the meantime, patience and undew

willingnesss to pray #nd
{ts successy, For thove wh

make its decisions at the proper time. These
decisions will then be submitted to the Holy
. Father for approval, ) ;

' standing — and prayers are needed on thé
. part of the people fo bring this tremeén
- project to a successful conclusion. -

< Letters from home, bothi from adults
;- children, carry the same themie, deep int
. in the progréss of the Ci




