
mm« 
IK* 

« ; 
COURIER-JOURNAL 

Friday, February 9,1962 

Ifcj-

Lincoln, Greatest American 

ALERT M I M L B READ 
THEIR CJiTHOLIC PRESS '.MB 

*lftf5l 
^B£* . 

*w*' 

To College 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Ability: W h a t criteria do 
most colleges use when decid­
ing whether to accept or reject 
an applicant? The student's 
high school record is probably 
the single most important piece 
of evidence. Most colleges look 
favorably on a candidate who 
has had* extensive work in sci­
ence, math, English, history, 
and foreign languages. They 
•will also consider her scores on 
the College Board exams and 
recommendations of teachers. 

An exaluation of the person­
ality, character, and extra-cur­
ricular activities of the appli­
cant'will complete the total 
picture. In most cases above 
average i n t e l l i g e n c e and 
achievement will be required. 

Choosing and Financing: Use 
as manv different ways as pos- ^ ^ m • # _ ^ . # m 
si bio to obtain information f I ^^J.L^mm0^mm Ml ^ I - ^ A 
about particular colleges. Con- I f fjf ig lfi(j M\G I IGT 
suit c o l l e g e directories and ^ " * • ^ ^ • • " • • • *9 • * ^ * • • ^ * • 
catalogues. Talk with the high 
school guidance counselors and _ _ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ m^t 

college - admissions represents- f ^ - ^ X — * m \ ** U | I f I f 1 I ^ •<« «« 
lives who visit the high schools. I Q / CJI S O L / U U I O f f 5 
It is wise if the prospective • ^ ^ • ^ ^ • * * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ " • • * 
college student and hor parents 
visit the campuses of the insti-| New York — (M"C) — American Catholics contri 
tutions in which she is inter- b u t e d more than 16 million pounds of clothing, shoes,' 
ested. Take time to read a few f ° 
of the many books on the sub- bedding and household goods with a value placed at 

about $22 million to the 1961 Thanksgiving Clothing 
Campaign sponsored by the U.S. Hierarchy. 

Bishop Edward E. Swanstrom of New York, 
executive director o>f Catholic Relief Services—Na> 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, which conducted 
the campaign, comiacnted: "Actually the true value 
of this clothing cannot be estimated nor spelled out 
in dollars and cents." 

(Continued from Page 1) 

greatness as an American and 
as a president -wis altogether 
unique because i t was founded 
on a moral basis never equalled 
by anyone before him, little 
likely to be sunpassed by any­
one in the future. 

America waited a long time 
for Lincoln, alrrtost a hundred 
years, as a matter ot fact. It 
may have to wait longer still 
for another one like turn. I t is 
possible there may not ever be 
again a man of his stature, at 
least in America-

It is interesting if nothing 

old said that when, he looked 
a t Lincoln there were tears 
welling up in his eyes. Lincoln 
laughed, but he also cried. His 
tears, however, he reserved for 
the sympathy of friends. ' 

Christ gathered around Him­
self the poor, the ill, the out­
casts of society. His gracious-
ness and His sympathy drew 
them like a magnet. Lincoln 
too drew near himself the poor, 
the dispossessed, widows, or­
phans, slaves. They clustered 
around him as if they thought 
he alone understood them and 
loved' them, and he did too, for 
his heart was made for loving 

else, to search for parallels be- a n d t*ese people needed noth 
tween the life «f Cfarist and 
that of Lincoln. Jtecognizing, of 
course, t he indisputable fact 

ing so much as love. Christ 
said that the test of a man's 
greatness lies in the answer he 

that the founder of Christianity Sim to the needs of his neigh-
was a Divine Person and Lin-_bor 

coin only a human being, that 
there exists bet-ween the two 
an infinite distance, they ex­
hibit, however, certain common 
characteristics. 

It is recorded of Clirist that 
He cried only t"wice, publicly: 
once over the dead Lazarus; 
once over Jerusalem, spiritually 
dead. Never is it told He laugh­
ed. And yet Christ would not 
have been wholly hiunan had 

No man of Lincoln's day lov­
ed people as individuals as he 
did, His many kind acts, his 
pardons, his sympathy express­
ed in word and work, his con-
slant concern for everyone ex­
cept himself is not only the 
brightest page in the history of 
those times: it would require 
thousands of pages to record 
them all. 

This is all the more remark-
He not laughed, and that fre, w w h e n t h i n k o f h i s r e . 
quently for the very r e l i e f ^ / l a c k o f v i n d i c t i v e . 
gave Him tn the midst of His n e s j ^ h i s e n e m i e s _ N o 

other man in public life ever 
suffered more from the calum-

troubled' life. 

Abraham Lin c o i n laughed 
much. In fact, his humor was «•« of h l s enemies. Lincoln 
famous; h is stories never end- was accused of just about every 
ing. One of the things his ene- crime, even that of betraying 
mies reproached him with was fa's country; he was called 
this very lack of seriousness.!names most of which would not 
this constant jo-iing, even at be allowed in the public press 

ject. 
Find out about costs, scholar­

ships, loans, cooperative work-
study programs, and part-time 
jobs available. If you plan wise­
ly, take advantage of financial 
aid plans, and are convinced 
that a college education is a 
sound investment, then you will 
be able to meet the ever mount­
ing fees. 

As a high school teacher I 
Have had the unhappy experi­
ence of watchingvparents push 
a child into a college situation 
she 
cause of limited ability or lack 

times of national sorrow. After 
the bloody battle of Fredericks­
burg, Congressman Arnold came 
to see him, only to find Lin­
coln reading the iiumor of Arte-
mus Ward. He was shocked and 
told Lincoln so. 

' Lincoln put aside the book he 
had been reading !ii\d enjoying, 

today; his physical appearance 
was a source of never ending 
coarseness; every facet of his 
character was misrepresented; 
every act of his public life was 
twisted into one of self seek­
ing; even his speeches were 
considered inane and trivial. 

Samuel B. Morse, the inven 

CRS-NCWC, worldwide reliefl—— • 
agency maintained by U.S. Cnth-L . , . 
olics, disclosed that some 1 5 ! l h c i r b r e t h 'en in areas of need 
million pounds of the relief,overseas a " d f o r , V K ' l l ™ s of 

is unable to cope wit be-lmatcnals were received at I h e , ^ 3 " ^ a n d oppression. Thus is 
is unable cope warehouses in Ihc New « Eenulne people-to-people aid 

additional one'Prpgram. Bishop Swanstrom 
Const s a l d-

agency s 
York urea, an of Interest in golhg to college 
million pounds at West 

It is even more tragic to ob- warehouses. I n t , , , « . i a , , i< A , 
serve a girl who has both thel I ° f ,h,e 1« million pounds of 
ability and the Interest to do| (Contributions frosn lhe» Itoch-.materials collected, the Bishop 
college work with her hands ester • Diocese totaled S10.347 said more than 8 million pounds 
tied because her parents were'pounds.) 
unwilling to help—or even to encourage her. 

Too Many 
Baptisms! 

"It Is a great source of satis­
faction to report that Irte 
amount of clothing ro Heeled 
during this past Tlianksgivlng 
Clothing Collection, exceeded 
that of the previous yerar by; 
more than one million pounds," 
Bishop Swanstrom said, "Even 
In the United States tills cloth-

Berlin — (NO — A Moscow mg would have a value of 
newspaper received here has „bout $22 million, but abroad it 
expressed concern over the WIU be worth many limes Ihatfliimr 

j^rowjng^nfhipjicc of religion m'nmounl to the poor whose 
ic area of Vladimir, one of bodies it will cover and warm." 

Russia's ancient centers of the 
Orthodox faith. I Bishop Swnnstroiri expressed 

{his appreciation lo the thou-

eady have been baled and 
shipped to 11 areas overseas. 
He said the areas which receiv­
ed tho largest amount of this 
aid included: Chile, 1,400,000 
pounds; Taiwan, 506,000 pounds; 
Brazil, 730,000 pounds; Korea, 
«UQQ0 pounds and. Hong Kong, 
35,000 pounds. ^ 

Komsomolskaya Prnvda, or- sands of 
Name s o ~ gan of the Soviet Union's Young, . . . 

Communist League, said that in P a r , s h e s - s0<l:' 
1960 more parents in the region 
had their children baptisedj8ro.uPs ' " "" f"lvm " l l " v l , 
than ever before, including ™Uon w , n o worked in assemb-

voluntecr workers in 
tics, Holy 

Societies and other Catholic 
n all sections of the 

Bishop Swanstrom recalled 
that the bishop of a poor South 
American diocese recently told 

"The American people 
through Catholic Relief Serv­
ices — NCWC are really ac­
complishing something by their 
aid program to South America, 
while the communists can only 
nii-ke empty claims of doing 

%On Timfc' 

Blessing 
Hong Kong — (IMC) — 

Through tho crowded! waters 
of Hong Kong htarbor a crew 
of four Chinese sailors has 
carried the Catholic port 
chaplain to waiting congrega­
tions on the decks of the 
ships berthed orff the shore. 
Invariably the Launch* of Fa­
ther Patrick J. Cunningham, 
S.J., arrived on tlme». y 

As a reward the j Jesuit 
chaplain broughtt back from 
Rome, where he had keen at-
tendlJlglhe iDtcwutilonaJ Con­
gress of the Apostolato of 
the Sea, a special blessing. It 
reads that Pope John XXJII 
"blesses Coxswain Li Ping-
kwan and the crew of the 
Port Chaplin Launch* 'Stella 
Maris' for their devotion to 
duty." 

and turning to the congress,tor of the electric telegraph, 
man he said, "Mfr. Arnold, if I v v a s typical of Lincoln's ene-
could not get momentary regies. He called Lincoln "weak, 
spite from the crushing burdcn'vacillating, illiterate, a presi-
I am constantly carrying, my dent without brains." The New 
heart would break." And Arn- V o 1* Herald was only echoing 

the opinion of most of the men 
of the time when it called Lin­
coln "a joke incarnated, his 
eleclion a very sorry joke, and 
the idea that such a man as he 
should be the president of such 
a country as this, a very ridicu­
lous joke." 

In Leslies' Weekly for Febru­
a r y ^ . 1865, there is this '^rib-
ute": "There is no man of less 
consequence in these United 
States than A. L. of Illinois. A 
schoolljoy would deserve flog­
ging for sending out documents 
of such prodigious moment as 
come from his pen in phrases 
so mesan and unbecoming." The 
Atlantic Intelligencer spoke of 
Lincoln as the "Baboon Presi­
dent, a lowbreed o b s c e n e 
clown." And thus the press 
ranted on in a never ending 
campaign of vilification, most 
of which could not be printed 
today. 

And men of stature and 
standing In the country thought 
in like vein. Richard H. Dana, 
author of "Two Years Before 

league members and even 'of­
ficials. 

Vladimir, 110 -miles -northeast 
of Moscow, Is the site of a num­
ber of famous 12th and 13th-
century churches and mona­
steries. 

ling, sorting and shipping the 
materials collected in their re­
spective communities. 

"The results of the program 
are an indication o>f Ihe con­
tinued and cvcr-iiH'rcaslrig con­
cern of American Catholics (or 
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the Mast," said of Lincoln:, "He 
has no admirers, no enthusias­
tic supporters, none to bet,, on 
his head. He is an unutterable 
calamity to us wiiere he is." 

What was Lincoln's reaction 
to all this? Not a word of cen­
sure or blame or invective in 
return. Nowhere is it evident 
that Lincoln ever had a grudge, 
remembered an insult, harbor­
ed resentment. The only notice­
able reaction was an occasional 
quip about the ability of his 
enemies to paint his picture. 
"With malice towards none; 
with charity for all." That could 
verily be his epitaph. 

And the manner of his death 
was almost Christlike. Lincoln 
had already given his all to the 
"Cause" and to the people. 
There remained only death to 
crown the work. And that was 
not denied him. A bloody death 
at the hands of an assassin 
brought immortality to Lincoln. 
He does belong to the ages. 

Was Lincoln a saint? Ask the 
people of Nehru's land who 
esteem him second only to 
Gandhi. In the Communist 
countries the Great Emancipa­
tor has no equals. He stands 
alone on the pedestal of moral 
greatness. A Pakistan teacher 
said recently that he had come 
to America just to stand in the 
shadow of the greatest Amer­
ican of them all. "For," he said, 
"the people of my country con­
sider him a saint" 

There is, however, one seri­
ous objection to the canoniza­
tion of Lincoln as an American 
"holy man." And oddly enough 
it relates to his religion or lack 
of it. 

As far as we know Lincoln 
was never a baptized Christian: 
he didn't attend any church 
with any marked degree, of 
regularity. He was^asslgned to 
pew number 20 in one of the 
S p r i n g f i e l d Presbyter­
ian churches, and when he went 
to Washington he was consider­
ed a communicant of the New 
York Ave. Presbyterian Church, 
but he never joined any church 
as a formal member, nor was 
his attendance at church a mat­
ter of regular practice. 

In fact, he even testified per­

sonally to the fact cf non-mem­
bership when he told an inquir­
er: "When any church will in­
scribe over its altars, as Its sole 
qualification for membership, 
the Saviour's statement for the 
substance of both law and gos­
pel. Thou shalt lo>-ve t h e Lord 
thy God with all tbry heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and thy neighbor as 
as thyself that chiurch will I 
join with all my heart and souL" 

Two ladies came once to Lin­
coln to urge the release of their 
husbands who were prisoners of 
war. The ladies told the presi­
dent how religious their hus­
bands were, and this was Lin­
coln's reply: "You say your hus­
band is a religious man; tell 
him when you meet him, that I 
say I am not mucfci of a judge 
of religion, but that, in my opin­
ion, the religion that sets men 
to rebel and fight against their 
government because, a s they 
think, that government does 
not sufficiently help some men 
to eat their bread on the sweat 
of other men's faces, is not the 
sort of religion upon which peo­
ple can get to heaven." 

This could very easily be a 
reason for Lincoln never form­
ally joining a church. If it is, 
what a sad commentary on the 
practical Christianity of those 
days. But whatever the reason 

and only God can search the 
depths of a man's heart — Lin­
coln was not formally and 
methodically a church attend 
ing Christian. However, there 
is not a shred of evidence from 
this to conclude, as some do, 
that Lincoln was nt»t a religious 
man. Far from i t . From the 
voluminous evidence extant, 
the inescapable conclusion is 
that Lincoln was a deeply reli 
gious man, perhaps one of the 
most deeply religious men of 
his day. 

His extraordinary charity, his 
l a c k of vindictiveness, his 
humility, his dependence on Di­
vine Providence, his sense of 
mission, were all the results of 
a constant "walking with God." 
The testimonies to all this are 
too numerous to mention. A 
casual study of hus life and 
works and utterance abound in 
this sense of reverence of and 
conformity to the will of God. 

One of the last things he said 
as he entrained for Washing­
ton from Springfield was this: 
"Without the assistance of that 

Divine Being T'cannot succeed; 
wi'-b that assistance I cannot 
fail." On another occasion he 
exclaimed, " I do not think J 
could myself be brought to sup­
port a mart for office whom I 
knew to be an open enemy of 
and scoffer a t religion." 

"I am conscious of n o desire 
for my country's welfare that 
is not in consonance with His 
Will, and of no plan upon' 
which we may not ask His-
blessing;." The man who spoke 
those words was a man who 
knew h is bible thoroughly and' 
quoted it enough to prove h i s 
absolute familiarity with it. 
Biblical illusions in his publish­
ed papers and recorded,, conver-
satons number almost one hun­
dred aad are—taken froBa-twes-
ty-tvvo different books of the 
Bible. The Divine Will was one 
of the most frequent subjects 
upon which he spoke and he 
said he was constantly seeking 
its fulfillment in his life, 

He carried a "Pocket Testa-
ment" around with him and 
read ii daily. This testament is 
the "Believer's Daily Treasure" 
published in 1852 by the reli­
gious tract society of Ijondon. 
lit is autographed by Lincoln — 
a thing he rarely did in his 
books. 

Though repelled by creeds, 
Lincoln was himself a man of 
creed and principle. His think­
ing, h is conversations, his 
speeches, his reflections were 
'a 11 nourished by religious 
principles. 

His entrenched positions on 
slavery, the Union, the will of 
God and its choice of Lincoln 
as an instrument, the North's 
Tightness in the Civil War, were 
dug with the pick and shovel 
of his religious creed. He had 
no guide. He had to hammer 
that creed himself out of the 
complex religious influences 
and experiences of his life. 

Lincoln was ever a man with­
out a church. Yet he was ever 
a man of faith. He saw himself 
as a believer who had difficul­
ties, a kind of modern Thomas 
the Apostle. "Probably i t is my 
lot to go in a twilight, feeling 
and reasoning my way through 
life, as questioning, doubting 
Thomas did . . . seeking for a 
faith that was with him of olden 
time who, in his need, as in 
mine, exclaimed, 'Help Thou 
my unbelief.' " 
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To The Wise 

v EUCLID AT ATLAS ST. 
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Everyone believes In Safety. But sometimes 

one forgets, and we don't have a second 

chance to remember. There is, however, 
one safety rule in the Electric Utility business 

that is so simple and so easy to -follow 

that it should never be forgotten-"Never, 
but never, touch or go near a loose o»r 

fallen wire." It may not be dangerous, hurt 

you'd better assume ft Is. And don't touch 

anything the wire is touching either, if it is 

•Hive," whatever it is resting on may be c1iveM 

too. Keep others from going near it; 

and finally, let the RG&E know right away. 

We'll take it from there*. 

We have a film "Electric Power and Common 

Sense," which deals with this whole 
problem most effectively. It's good fo»rany 

kind of club or group and is yours to sea 

for the asking. Thirty minutes—color 

and sound—with someone to run rt and 

answer ypyr questions. No charge, of 

course. If you are interested call us 

at Rochester Gas and Elactrio. 
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NYLON STOCKINGS 

S A L E 
Choose from 11 different styles . , . one perfect for your 

every need. Round-the-Clock nylons are the ones that fit so 

well they almost stay up without garters. They fit in width 

as well as length, flatter your legs +orrg«r, l e t us show you the 

latest fashion shades and custom fit you for our permanent 

files. Sales ends February 17. 

WITH SEAMS AND SEAMLESS 

Reg. 1.65 . . .Sale price 1.41 

Reg. 1.50 . . .Sale price 1.28 

Reg. 1.95 . . .Sale price 1.66 

Forman's Fashion Hosiery, Street floor Downtown 

* also Culver Ridge. 

Come In, write, or pho*ie HA 6-2000. 
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