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" COURIERJOURNAL, -
. Friday;January 26, 1962

Father Brennan

Following is the text of the sermon by Monsignor Patrick
.d.;Flyan at the funeral Mass of Father Gerald Brennan,

. Jam. 23, 1962, in St. Bridget’s Church, Rochester. Father
Brennan died Saturday, Jan. 20

tar, as the eyes of Faith recog-
nize, there was present the
Body and - Bloody of Calvary’s
Victim. Now through the min-
istry of Father Brennan there
was present the living Christ
who was slain on the Cross.

Then you saw Father Bren-
nan, after he had made his own
adoration of the Living Christ,
raise in turn above his head the
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from the sari¢tuary of this par-,much to himself. Even his per-
ish church, he was always con-|sonal charities and Wenefac.
scious that he-held the honor[tions were anonymous and un-
of God upon his lips. He loved advertized. Whether ke was
to preach ffom this sanctuary; giving money to the newedy, or
and so two years ago when can- buying a pair of shoes for a
cer struck his throat and it was poor boy, or donating a taber-
necessary to remove his larynx!nacle to a needy chureh—and
or voice box, he cried not so he did all of these thimgs—al-
much from pain or the ordeallways his words were the same:

"from among men is appointed
. for men in the things pertaining

“Every high priest taken

to God, that he may offer gifts
and sacrifice for sins.” Hebrews
§:1. ’

Our Divine Lord, on the eve

of His death, gathered His first

. priests around Him in the
Upper Room and gave to them

and the world the Memorial

. that would keep Him remem-
: bered among men until the end
of time.

All of us share a common
instinct and desire to preserve
the memory of our departed
friends, to enshrine permanent-
#y the names of those to whom
we are bound by the bonds of
gratitude. So when our friends
die we raise monuments over
their tombs; in memory of our

war heroes who gave their lives|manner, where His Blood was

that we might live we raise in
every town and hamlet me-
morials to recall their sacri-
fices for us.

But what of Christ who sac-
rificed a life more precious
than all our lives, who loved
us with an eternal love? All of
us are indebted beyond redemp-
tion to the Christ who gave His
life on a cross as the price of

1body!

morial.
consecration of bread into His
Body . and of wine into His
Blood, He mystically signified
His physical death on the cross|ca) of God and his own accept-
where He was slain in a bloody|ance of that call .he was appoint-

— Sacrgd Host and the Sacred
how Christ gave us Himself as;Chalice. Once again Christ was
a living memorial of His love.' remembered as he wanted to be
Sitting with His Apostles, He remembered — the divine Vic-

“took bread, and blessed, and tim of the Cross. Once again
broke and gave lo them, saying:|the death of Christ was renewed
“Take ye and eat. This is my in an unbloody manner. Each
{time you saw Father Brennen

|raise the Host or the Chalice
iyou saw what Mary saw on Cal-
wine, He gave thanks, and gave|vary—Christ raised on an altar
to his Apostles, saying: ‘Thisiof sacrifice and in a world
is my blood of the New Testa.|Where hearts were divided for
ment which shall be shed for,28ainst him. Each time Father
manv unto the remission of;Brennan stood at this altar he
sins’.” ’broke the bread and drank the
: icup, as St. Papl says, “to show
Thus it was that Christ be-:forth the death of the Lord.”
fore His death on the Cross
gave Himself as a living me-
And by the separate

“And taking the chalice of

This memorial of Christ is
what we call the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass. Father Brennan
was consecrated as a special
minister of this sacrifice.
Thirty-nine years ago, by divine

drained from His Body.

It is very clear, too, that
Christ deliberately intended
this sacred action of His last
night on earth should be His
memorial. This we know from
His solemn command to His

them, “in commemoration of
Me!"—Do what I have done—
change bread and wine into my

first priests. “Do this,” He told.

Body and Blood—in memory of

our. eternal redemption. Surely what I will do for you.

it was most fitting that the
memory of Christ be kept alive| It is over 1,800 years since
in the world. More than anyvone|Christ gave us this memorial of
else Christ had a right not to be|His love, but where today, we
forgotten. ask, do we find His command
o —*“Do this in memory of Me!™”
Fortunately, our Divine Lord!carried out? Where today do
did not leave the preservation we find Christ'’s solemn com-
of His memory to us. On thatimand faithfully obeyed?
last night of His life in the
Upper Room, Christ Himself, We have the answer to this
gave us His own memorial; He|question dramatized for us in a
established an unique means of| very personal way in the priest-
keeping His Name and Love|ly life of the good priest whom
. alive in the hearts of men for-|we mourn this morning.
ever. And the Memorial of Him- Father Gerald Thomas Bren-
self which C'hrist gave US was| .. 4cdicated his. life to ful
not a memorial of mute marble ¢ 11in0 "Christ’s command—*Do
or cold stone such as we yJould this in memory of Me." Each
erect in our feeble but sincere|morning of his priestly life for
attempt to remember those Wweigver 38 years garbed in the
love.

of Himself/¢d the altar of his parish

The memorial church. On this altar of St

sacred vestments, he approach-lof you his friends are full to-

ed for men in the things per-
taining to God and empowered
to offer sacrifice for sins, the
Sacrifice of the Mass. This was
the day of his ordination in Old
iSt. Patrick’s Cathedral across
the river,

On that day he received all
the priestly powers from the

of the operation, nor from the
hard cross of being doomed to
a world of muteness and si-
lencce. No he cried sincere
tears because he knew that his
tragic affliction spelled the end
of his proud founction as an
eloquent exponent of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

x More than once, after he lost
his voice, he came into this
church alone and secretly to

mechanical device he used. He
so mlich wanted to preach
again.

famous and will be remembered
for a long time because of the
many books which he wrote
for children. These books are
the fruit of his early efforts and

determination to learn to talk.

to children about God in their
own language, in a way they
could understand.

His books for children, were,
,an  outstanding success and

{brought a whole world of chil-|

.dren to his feet to listen to.
him. Almost daily letters came!

from all parts of this country;
from children who read his:
stories and wanted him to writel

more. His pen enlarged his pul-

ordaining Bishop but the high-
point of that ordination rite,
came when he was given the
power to celebrate Mass.

When he had received all the
vestments, when the stole was’
crossed upon his breast, when
the chasuable was placed upon
his shoulders, when his hands
were anointed with holy oil,
then the Bishop gave him a
chalice and paten and said to
him: “Receive the power to of-
fer sacrifice and to celebrate
Mass for the living and the!
dead.” From that moment, Fa-
ther Brennan was a priest for-
ever, bearing in his soul a spiri-
tual power which his soul
proudly carried away with it
into eternity on last Saturday
evening. '

Father Brennan, of course,
did more than say Mass. I am
sure that the minds and hearts

day of your own personal! and

-

that Christ gave us on the eve Bridget’
get’'s, you could see him
of gjf ;ileath was am“'"mﬁ ’E“ morning after morning, offer
morial. He gave us Himsell. Bey, ylocsing the simple elements
cause He was God as well as| ¢ bread and wine. And at

man He could do this. And the|cslemn moment, he bowed over

fond-memories of Father Bren-
nan.

Many of you remember him
as the parish priest who for al-
most forty yeérs served devoted-

llving memorial which Christithe white host held in his fin-

-

pit and influenced a whole gen-
eration of children who have
now grown up. and who in turn
now read Father Brennan's
stories to their children.

Many of you here today know
Father Brennan as the priest,
whose friendly personality won
him a host of friends through-
out this his native citv. We saw
this proven onlv last June
when Bishop Kearney, city of-
ficials, Red Wing Baseball ex-
ecutives and Bausch and Lomb
executives joined with a thou-
sand of his parishioners and
friends to pay tribute to Father
Brennan at the Bausch and
Lomb Auditorium

- Father Brennan was a ldng-
time and popular figure at Red
Wing Stadium:; and so. some
years ago the Red Wing offi-
cials made him the first honor-
ary chaplain of their team and
invited him to all their Board
of Directors® meetings. But
while his title was a titular
one, his role as bhaseball cluh
chaplain was for him quite real
and serious.

ly as g ghephered of souls In|

ment of His life (and they were|Christ commanded; ““This is my east district of Rochester—Our'get's Rectory. seeking help and

all important), but the supreme|Body!"
moment of His life when tn s

prodigal display of divine love
He offered His life on the altar

And then taking a chalice of
wine he blessed and repeated

with Christ's anthority: “This Is
my Blood!” Now there was no
We all know the details of'bread or wine, Now on the al-

4T W

of the cross for all men.
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Lady of Mount Carmel for 14
years, and here at St. Bridget's
for 25 years.

Others, perhaps, are thinking
of Father Brennan, the patient
confidant and counsellor of
those troubled souls who came,
sometimes from the shadows,
seeking his advice. He under-
stood human weakness, how

advice from the jolly priest who
sat behind homeplate. And al-
ways he helped these young
men who later on when they
moved up to the “big leagues”
wrote hirn notes or came to
visit him when passing through
this city.

Father Brennan was a man

tpractice talking with the little

Of course Father Brennan'is’

th ! Over the years. many. young;
~-~gave~us Tecalted-not any mygers and repeated the words two parishes of this old north-:ball players camé to St. Brid-

and four clergymen.

“Never mind telling anybody
ahout this!” "

These are the fond memories
of Father Bremnan which are
in the minds and hearts of his
friends today. But his mreatest
memory is that he was and is
a priest of Jesus Christ. And
ijust as the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass is- the living memor-
‘ial of Christ, so that Mass now
becomes the true and lasting
memorial also of Father Bren-
.nan and all priests whro have
dedicated their lives to the
service of the altar.

As long as the Mass is cele-
brated here on the Altax of St
Bridget's or anywhere else, as
long as Christ is reme mbered
in this church or any church,
Father Brennan will also be
remembered. The record ing An-
jgel can not write the story of
:Christ’s love for the world with-
‘out telling the storv of the
‘priesthood, without tellimg also
the story of Father Brenman the
priest.

Father Brennan was human)|
and had his share of fawlts, as.
all of us have our sheare of
faults. But we can be confident

Funeral

Held For

Léshen — (RNS)—A woman the Indigs; whose tomb is in
who said she wished to remain Goa. -
anoenymous '"offexl'ledf alld tlixer,
j ild the foundation : =
i?vael:hxtx:cl?ll'lﬁdl’ortugal'infhono the Father Provincial of the
or of St. Francis Xavier, cele-|>0
brated 16th century Apostlg of tlus

The jewels were forwarded 1o

Society of Jesus (Jesuits) -in
country. : :

Fr. Brennan

(Comtinue=d hfom Page 1)

CELEBRANT of the funeral
Mass was Rexv, Joseph P. Bren-
nan, Rev. TEaomas Brennan was
deacorr; Rew. Charles J. Mc-
Carthy , subdeeacorn, and Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Wilired T'. Craugh, as
sistant priesct.

Deacons o£ horzor were Mon-

signors Johme Duffy and Arthur
Ratigam\. l

Monsignor Edward McAniff;
was inaster of ceremonies. '

Serving tEhe Mass were the
Rev. Fathers Conrad Sundholm,
Daniel Tormaey, Thomas Erdle,
Edwin Metzger, James Moyni-
han, John P hil F<ips, William

that this priest who so faith!
fully offered sacrifice €or the
pardon of others will find
ready mercy from the Christ
who sacrificed His life on a
lcross to win forgiveness for all
of us. We can be confilent that
lthe cup of physical ste ffering)
which Father Brennan accepted,
ywith courage and resignation
will be accepted as the price
of his soul’s peace by the Christl
|who once drank from th-e same
cup of pain and suffering

We pray that Father Bren.
nan who worked so leng in this
shadow world of Faith, where
rsome tithes we see lights of
hope and at others fired our-
selves lost in a Calvary of dark-
ness, may find himself standing
today in the brilliant light of
God's love, We pray that today
the great High Priest wi2l open
His Sacred Heart and show Fa-!
ther Brennan the love e has
prepared for His priests.

O
O

Laity Rul
School Board

Providence -—‘(BNS) - Inf

'an action believed uniggue in
the U.S. parochial school sys
tem, the Catholic Diccese of

Providence has named a dioce-
san school board that is made
up largely of laymen/

The new bpard,'as announced
by Msgr. Arthur T. Geoghegan,

superintendent of schools, corn-
prises seven Catholic Laymen

YOUNG SET SHOPS

SALE!

s 2 o& .

easy it is for a man without
God's grace to fall. Perhaps that
Is why the downfallen came so
often to his door.

As a young priest his zeal to
help the Italian speaking.people
of Mount Carmel Parish promp-
ted him to master their native
tongue so0 that he could talk
with them and hear their con-
fessions.

We recald hig talents-for bus-
Iness administration; how he
steered both Mount Carmel and
St. Bridget's through those des-
perate years of the Great De
pression. Twenty-five years ago,
with the nation still in the De-
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s IRTH DEFECTS
5 4  ARTHRITIS
F POLIO
e DEBBE SUS VAS
- GIVENONLY J MONTHS.
S 1O LIVE WHEN SHE
- WAS BORN WITH
. BPINA BIFIDA
b e (OPEN SPINE). BUT SWE LIVED
b SME STILL HAS A ". - VAND HAD AN OPERATION 0 CLOSL
KIDNEY AILMENT AND: HER SPINE AT § MONTHSI
L3 , CRIPPLING IN THE LEGS D —c
& BUT CAN PLAY ACTIVELY, orsaning
= HER BABY SISTER, CARA S
e 18 ANORMAL CHILD | , @
i e
i
é‘&
S :
HER PATHER, JACK,
1$ A SURVEYOR FOR
2 IDAHO STATE, HER
o MOTHER WORKED
H NIGHTS AS A
o WAITRESS TOHELP
£ HPAY FOR HER EARLY
: CAQE "y QEFORE
WAS EXPANDED Yoo
TO INCLUDE :

BIRTH DEFECTS |

14 School.”

pression, he came here to St
Bridget's and with very meager
meéans  successfully  restored|
this historic edifice from the!
ashes and ruin of a disasterous:
fire. This beautiful altar which/|
you see is the creation of Fa-|

ther Brennan's personal plan-!
ning and attention. He loved,

proud of it. '

Today we think too of Father
Brennan as the inspiring speak-,
er of Christian truth. He was
a pioneer in this city of reli-
gious instruction for public
school children. Long before
the released-time program for
religious instruction was writ-
ten into the laws of this statc.!
Father Brennan was working
daily, morning and afternoon,
teaching religion to public
school children. So many times '
in later years, people would.
greet him on the street and'
when they had passed by, he
would say, “That is a youngster
whom I taught at 18 School or
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Double fitted bottom,
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2 for 699

size 21”x27", regularly 3.98 each

The comfort stands up, the upkeep stays down! These
pillows are filled with resilient Vycron fiberfill chat stays
plump and comfortable even after seasons of youngsters”
fough and rmble, after many machine washings. Allergy-
'| _Tree; odorless, mildew-proof. Cloud:soft to cushion you.in
“Comfort. Tickings in ateractive multi-stripe cotton,

*Vycron Polyester fiber is sold exclusively by Buiiilrz'i Mikls, Ine,
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Roche and Wiliam Gordinier. Teen’s handsewn . )
Bearers wwere the Rev., Fal , ]
thers Roger~ Baglin, Richardl ) : 1
Brickler, Ro-nald Gaesser, Wil-l N . 1
liam H ogan, William Holberton']. . ‘ i
and Jo hn Sicvorak. ! : 1 ¢
A pxiests choir directed by: : {
Rev. Robert Smith sang thei i ¢
Mass. Rev. Benedict Ehmann' . { 1
‘was or gamist. ! . 5 b
H 4
Atternding the Mass were the) - : 4
Rt. Rev, Mo-nsignors John Ma- ‘ : £
ney, John Mcafferty, Leslie; s P J
W halere, Framk Hoefen, George| g ' ‘ I
Eckl, Gerald lambert, Richard, s . b
Burns, Denmris Hickey, Francis . - P
Burms, Very Rev. Adelbert, £ J
Schneider, amd nearly 80 priests; i h
of the Dioccese and religious, i n
orders. ' - L T
Father Breman is survived? ® Soft flexible 1 7:
by @ nephew_ Rev. Joseph Bren- leather uppers -
nan of St Bemard's Seminary '
faculty and a niece, Mrs. Wil- , e
liam M urray— Burial was in the! ® long-wearing C
priests” plot at Holy Sepulchre e o
Cemetery. Office of the Dead! compositeon soles! i
was sumg by priests of the Dio-, ' d
cese Monday evsning. { - ® Handsome it
o handsewn vampsl B
Mﬁﬂﬂlﬁ' ViC, L _f
SCUI.])tOE Dies ® Brown] Blackl }:
n
th re DPane — (NC) ~— ® Sizes 4 to 10 I
Requiern Mzss for Ivan Mes- : - S
trovic, 78, int ®ratronally known AA to B widths h
sculptor, was offered in Sacred .k
Heart church on the campus of -«
the Unzversity of Notre Dame, .
where e had@ beera professor of N
.|sculptor since 1055. Burial willl S
be in hds mit-ive Yugoslavia. ‘ T b
Mestrovie «died  (Jan. 18) in ' .Sl
St. Joseph's Hospital, South w
Bend, after hee ad suffered two ' C
strokes.  He Enal been working ’ n
carlier on lhe diy of his death A4l T
in his studio on the ranpus. ] T Te
The Croatizanborn artist was . u
an outstandirag sculptor of re- w
ligdous subjects. His works were I
exhibited in 3ntermational exhi- o
bitions for m=ore than 50 years.}{. .!;."
Among his weorks . are a seven- - Y 2
tona "Pieta” which Wwas exhibited } o iy
for sevesral years at the Metro-| Downtowr nd [ v ﬂl
pokitan Museram of Art in New: Southtown Plaza . ;'
York and neow is at Sacred. .
Heart church here. %
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