-Christ in VHis Poor
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| %y &ear Pesple:

" Wer twelve years I have asked you at Thanksgiviag
“time te share your usable elothing with the needy of the
’ world. And for twelve years you have responded most
" gemexomsly te the pleas of Our Lord’s peor and needy.

Collection in 1949, you have domated
mearly 1,500 toms of clothing and
shoes.

of your charity, asd 1 am deeply
grateful to you. The urgent need con-
tinpes, however, amd Christ in His
poor still pleads with us for belp.

szlask,thcn, that again this
year you take your gift of usable
clothing to your own parish coliection
center at the time and place designated by your pastor.
Your gift will make your Thamksgiving Day that much
happier, and your Thanksgiving prayers will be that much
more sincere.

With & blessing, | am

Your devoted Shepherd in Christ,

+ /M/dm

Bishop of Rochester

. Since the first Thasksgiving Clothing

This is indeed sn excelient record: -

Three Steps
Toward Unity

Christians splintered into nearly 300 denomina-
tions are a poor inducement for the rest of the world
to take Christian claims seriously.

This week three steps were made to heal the
wounds of divided Christendom.

One step was made in Washington where Archbish-
op Karl Alter spoke at a Mass attended by the nation’s
Cgtholic bishops. His sermon was an appeal to all
Christians to avoid the pitfall of seeking unity through
a “negotiated agreement.” True religious unity cannot
be a mere “belief through compromise,”” he said, but

-“must be a unity of faith, of worship and of discipline.”

. He admitted mountains of obstacles block the
road to unity but voiced his confidence that “in God's
good time the goal will be realized.”

The second step towards unity will be the World
Council of (Protestant and Orthodox) Churches’ meeting
which opens tomorrow in New Delhi, India. Five
priests, appointed by the Vatican, will represent the
Catholie Chureh at a Council meeting for the {irst time.

One reason for their presence at the meeting is
Catholic conviction that Council members have “‘ma-
tured” in their ecumenical thinking. Father Roger
Matzerath in a special NCWC News Service report from
New Delhi explains the changed attitude as follows:

In the formative stages of the council many liberal
. tendencies were apparent. At meetings such as the Life’
and Work Conference meeting at Stockholm in 1925
and the Faith and Order Conference held at Lausanne,
Switzerland, in 1927, the thought of the delegates was
s expressed in the slogan, “Service unites, but doctrine
s divides.” ‘
< All wanted unity among the Christian churches
re but they felt that it could and should be brought about
bg simply overlooking differences in doctrine. Such a
short-cut, patch-work view of Christian unity betraved
¢+ & basic lack of understanding of the nature of what
. they were seeking. .

In the course of time, however, many responsible
leaders in the Protestant ecumenical movement through
serious study and constant dialogue have come to see

- basis-of Christian uni'y' .

>,

in American
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Churchs’' Role In America

s

Rites of Orthodox date frem earliest centuries of Christian faith.

Persuade, Don’t Pressure

New York — (ENS) — Or-
ganized religion 1n America
has the responsibiiity to act
s a moral cntic of ety
but 1t should seek 10 znfiu-
ence soclety by persuasion
and not by coercion, ecoromic
pressure, or poliucal \hreals.

This was a2 primary wndu-
sion of an BU-page " slaleanent
of principles”” published here

in booklet form by the Cen-
ter for the Swdy of Demo
cratic Institutions,  an  out-

growth of a Fund for the Re-
public program to study the
basic 1ssues of conflict in
American 50 lety,

Prepare¢ by note@d Protes-
tart, Catholic and Jewish lay-
men and dergy, with ems
nent theologians listeds con-
sultants, the pamphlel also
makes these poinis.

1. That the authors would
not objectlo teachypg "about”
religion in the ¢pper grades
of public - supported high
schogls and colleges:

2. That some state statutes
are *tainted” with a charch-
forced moralism ““thst cor
rupts the law”, and

3. That church leaders and
churchgoers should gu ard
against  ‘overemphasis”  on
sectanian interests in Judg-
ing candidates and polstical
ptograms.

Enutled *“Religion and
American Socliety,” the docu-
ment 15 the final report of
eight members of a special
study group set up by the
Center 1n May, 1957. It sum-
marizes the conclusions of
their fourvear study of the
tole of religious imstlzlions
hie.

acknowledges a faiure to
reach agreement on the mean-
Ing of the First Amendment
provistors prohibiting the
establishament of a slate-sup
poried rehigion. The authors
thus conceded thet their lack
of sagreement reflected the
Amernicany publics conflicting
imerpretations of the amend
men3t

*““There 15 no agreement In
socrely at large .. . about the
precite meaning of the Firt
Amendmen!, whether 1t was
intended primarily to set up
a “wall of separation’ be
tween Church and State or
whether 1t 1s basically an ar-
ticle of avic peace framed
1n the 1oterests of guaraptee
ing religaous laberty for all”
the report ocbserved.

Controversy over public
versus parochial school edu
cation, the report comment
ed, "has been intepsified as
of 1ale because 56 many Ro
mam Catholic spokesmen (but
not only Roman Cathalics)
have mazintained that paro
chial schools have a night
justace” to public, and par
ticularly federal assistance.

“INo ope signing this state
menal would endorse the as
sertaon  that the Catholic
school system sunply result
ed £from an ambiticus clergy’s
‘genyers! strategy’ to obtam
polztical power.” the signers
declared. adding

oy

‘e recognize that this s
how a suable, not umnflu

entizl body of American opin-
10n sees Lhe parochial s nool
question. the military mela-
phors 1n which the case :s
frequently made reflec! surh
a view.”

"Persuasiod 1s the proper
form of a<~uon for Amerian
gluups that would tranyform
soclels. coercion, diret or
indirect, or the suppress.on
of ideas :s properly heid ana-

thems "~ the wrilers mam-
Lined.

"Adm:itedly” they added,
“persuasion 15 a lorng. pain-
ful process and nol always
successful . . . but the religs-
ous group that respects the

canons of civic prudence will
not take . . . shortcuts to suc-
cess.”

The authors said there are
both moral and pragmalic
reasons why the shoricuts
should bt avoided. “For one
thing,” they declared, “they
are rarely effective over the
long haul. A nauion converted
against its will remains un-
converted sull.”

In a discussion of morality
and the law, the document
notes that the anti-birth con-
trol  laws 1n  Massachusetts
and (onnecticutl. once a “sym-
bol of Protestant Puritan
dominance 10 New England.”
have become “a symbol of
Catholic pohtical power in
these states.”

These statutes. “like Amer-
fca's experiment with pro-

THECATNOLIC

; The World Council of Churches arose from a

- Work” movements. When the council was formally
established in 1948, it defined itself as a “‘fellowship of
churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God
and Saviour.”

i At the present time there is general agreement
. with Dr. W. A, Visser't Hooft, secretary general of
the World Council, who has declared: *‘We ¢an only
affirm in word and in deed . . . that the only unity we
are concerned with is unity in obedience to truth.
Unity sought because we are called by the one Shep-
herd to form one flock.”

The Vatican's Holy Office, usually reserved apd
cautious in its declarations, said in 1950 that the at-
tempts of those separated from the Holy See who are
striving to bring about Christian unity give “holy joy”
to Catholics.

No hint is given here that the Catholic Church
wished to participate in these attempts. The Catholic
Chutch claims it has the unity others are looking for.
Yet the Holy Office saw the action of God's grace be-
hind such strivings and urged that prayver be offered
for the people who"are making these efforts.

The increasing friendly tone in Catholic-Protestant-
Orthodox relations is also due in no small part to the
demand of the times. All Christians clearly see the
threat of atheigtic communism. In the past the deepest
bonds bf friendship were forged, for example, in Ger-
many through the common experience of Hitler's per-
secution and the devastation of World War II.

The third step toward unity was taken “at the
summit” by Pope John himself. He by-passed centuries
old taboos to welcome Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger,
presiding prelate of the U.S. Protestant Episcopal
. Church. -~ - . p

The prelate stopped in Rome on his way to the
- New Delhi meeting. His visit to the Vatican is the first

of its kind in history. -

The meeting of the two was described as a “cour-
tesy visit” with “no doctrinal implications' on either
side” but it certainly clears away old isolationist
,.gtmudes. e :

These three steps. — in Washington, New Delhi
Rome — indicate Cliristians are restless in their
il condition, keenly aware that many churches
ilfill the desite of Christ for one church. For
riings of the ecclesiastical lad-
) seek a déeper knowledge of
ie Saviour and refleet ‘His will
1all all men know that you are
or ope anothér.”

and

pfusion of the_gld_Faith-gad—Order"and.Lifeand—

Chairman  of the wstudy
group was John Cogley. for-
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hibition, are tainted with the
moralism lhat corrupts the
law .’ the report said.

The document aiso cautlion-
ed cnurch leaders and com-
municants against an “over-
emphasts on sectarian inter-
ests

“When an American acts as
a cilizen, whether as office-
holder or simple voter, his
obligation 1s to the whole
soctely and not just the sec-
tion of 1t that shares his own
faith” 1t asserted, gorng on
to admomish religious lead-
ers to judge the whole record
and enure platform of candi-
dates for public office *“and
not just their stand on issues
of sectanan concern ., ..”

Copies of the booklet are
svailable without charge.

Daily Mass
Calendar

Supday, Nov. 19 — Twenty-
sixth Sunday after Pente-
cost (green), Gloria, Creed,
Trinity Preface.

Monday, Nov 20 — St. Felix
of Valois (white), Glona.

Tuesday, Nov. 21 — Presen-
tation of our Lady (white),
Gloria, Preface of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary. 1891 —
Rev. Willlam Hughes.

Wednesday, Nov. 22 — St
Cecilla, martyr (red),
Gloria.

Thursday, Nov. 23—St. Clem-
ent, martyr (red), Gloria,

nd. prave. o elicitas

Friday. Nov. 24 — St. John

e -ereriitre-editorr-ol--Com-
monweal, national Catholic
weekly ediied by lizmen

Consultants to the project in-
cluded Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr
and Father John Courtney
Murray. S.J., noted Prolestant
and Catholic theologlins and
authors.
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Isolationism

: b 4
(The author of the follow-

img article is a member of
the Jesuits’ New York pro
vimee who served as N.C.W.C.
News Service correspondent
at the Pan-Orthodox Confer-
ence, held at Rhodes from
September 24 to October 1.)

By FATHER JOHN F.
LONG, SJ.

The need for a united
Christian front against the
forces of materialism and un-
belief exerted a real influ-
ence at the Pan-Orthodox
Conference om the island of
Rhodes.

The question-of unity kept
coming up in public speeches,
in press interviews and in
privale conversations. The
presence of observers, offi-
cial and unofficial, from vir-
tually every major group in
Christendom gave this ques
tion a new immediacy for the
Orthodox.

The conference did not
answer the question. That
was not its purpose. But 1t
did devote a great deal of
tume and energy o prepar-
ing for the discussions which
will take place in the pre
synod projected for some
ume within the next four
years.

One indication of this was
the fact that two of the six
commissions set up to handie
the work of the conference
were devoted entirely to the
question of relations with
other Christians.

The relations of the Ortho-
dox Churches tq those groups
which resulted from the
schisms of the fifth and sixth
centuries are very special
ones.

To a great extent, they live
in the same areas of the
world. They shared centuries
of Moslem oppression. With
the exception of Ethiopia and
South India, many Orthodox
find themselves living as
minority groups alongside of
the ancient Nestorian and
Monophysite com-
munities, mostly in countries
where Arab — and Moslem—
nationalism is a growing
force. The need, and the de-
sire, to overcome ancient na-
tional: and religious animos
ities is becoming increasing-
ly strong.

Some steps have already
been taken in the various
countries of the Near East
t> bring about greater collab-
oration. The Rhodes confer-
ence asked that these pro-
grams of visits, exchanges of
professors and students and
theological contacts be
strengthened and put on a
more permanent basis.

Two other proposals were
made by the conference. It
asks that the pre-synod estab-
lish means of regular collab-
oration with the ancient
Eastern Churches in the vari-
ous ecumenical meetings held
afdund the world. These
churches are *“catholic” in
many of the basic elements
of their faith, worship and
traditions. Joined in close re-

they would be able to make

of—-the~~Crosg~{tw-hiter—tretestimonyto sTeen -

Giona, 2nd prayer
Chrysogonus.

Saturday, Nov. 25 — St. Cath-
erine, martyr (red). Gloria.
1915 — Rev. Martin Hen-

, Ficks. 1946 — Rev. Edward
Meagher.

ditions of Christianity more
forceful in such meetings as
the General Assembly of the
World Council of Churches.

Secondly, there was an ex-
press desire for closer co-

governments and the solution
of social problems would
g:ve the Christian communi-
ties of the Near
strength they badly need.

The final proposal of the
conference — that there be
a serious study of the history,
faith, worship and ecclesias
tical administration of these
churches — looks forward to
their organic unity with Or-
thodoxy. There seemed {0 be
general agreemert that the.
ological probler:s can be set-
tled without too much diffi
cully. However, the resultls
of centuries of animosity on
the cultural and . national
level remain.

At a time when the Ortho-
dox themselves ar: seeking a
g.ealer uniformity in wor-
ship and in church adminis
tration, it may be difficult to
enter into full communion
with churches possessing
oiher nites and different
types of organization.

One of the Eastern prelates
attending the conference
voiced the hope that bhis
Church would be agble to par-
ticipate in the coming pre-
synod as a full-fledged mem.
ber. The many problems of a
practical and psychological
nature appear too great for
his wish to be realized by
then. But the Pan-Orthodox
Conference of Rhodes took a
definite step forward towards
its ultimate fulfillment.

Over the years there has
been a definite increase In
friendly relations belween
Orthodox and Protestants,
The conference noted this
and asked that the presymod
develop these relations even
further along lines that have
already been established.

If not much was said of-
ficially about relations with
individual Protestant groups,
a great deal of-thought has
been given to the ecumenical
movement itself. Individual
Orthodox Churches have par.
ticipated in the movement
since its very beginning. Dur-
ing all this time, though,
there has been a division
within Orthodoxy on the- at-
titude to be taken towards
the movement

The Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople has had many
friendly contacts with the
ecumenical movement and
maintains an official repre-
sentative at the headquarters
of the World Council of
Churches in Geneva. The
Church of Greece, once en-
thusiastic, has become more
reticient. It allows lay theolo-
gians to take active part in
meetings but frowns on cleri
cal participation.

On the other hand, the Ra»
sian Patriarchate which, in
1948, solemnly condemned
the World Council ef
Churches has now swung
around to another position.
It has petitfoned to join that
group and will most certain-
ly be admitted at the gen-
enal assembly in New Deihi
at the end of November. The
Polish Orthodox Church s
expected to do likewise,

With the Protestant section
endom _there. was_na
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Eastern churches. The differ-
ences between Orthodoxy and

Protestantism are too great.
But the conference was con-
vinced that there is a great
field. for fruitful cooperation
between the two groups and

RIS . . .
. Srcond class pestape pald at Rocwester, N. T M, Priests lListed above died on °OPeration -on the practical it asked the presynod to
w hasiung the de et resr e . - « Priests hsted abo ie ) :
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Reapings at Random

.

Closed Minds Characterize Extremist Groups

By GERARD E. SHERRY
Editor, Central California Register

One of the grealest dangers facing the
country is the mushrouming of political pres-
we are not refernng o
the activities of our major polilical parties
views and pregrams {0
the public. We are concerned, rather, with
the extremist groups o the Right and Lelt,
“which exert pressures in every field of activi-
ty under various patrioic guises.

sure groups. Here,

in presenting ther

Never hefore in history las there heen

kind.

a more urgent need lor unity within the

country and within the Church. \fe!, it smust
he stated frankly that the seeds of diswnity

to their country, and {o their Church, is being
filse grounds

challenged om the

that fhe

common enemy cap be defeated In only one

way.

In the State of Cilifornia, the right.of
dissent, even when the dissent is in cofiformi-
ty with Catholic principles, is beiny -chal-
lenged by political groups which claim to be
the only genuine spokesmen for God: and
country. Recently your Reaper,. along with an-
.other Catholic writer was called “too libenl” ' crists of pré
to address a gathering of SapsDiego Cithalits,« s 5o o st
The “patriotic” right’ yi#ig succeeded in:-hw

,

“ing their series cancelled

- "¥heds pressurd grtips HaVe elosed mXAly,
they ‘refuse to tolerale any argunent. -cop- -
trary -to- their -wiy -of . thinking;- and,

consequence, they are very sensitive when
their own stapnds are examined.

It seems they are unable or unwilling to
distinguish accidentals from essentials; they
appear unwilling to adapt accidents in order
to preserve the essentifls. It is & kind of social
law that has accounted for the eventual col-
lapse of such seemingly prosperous eras as
that which existed during the Persian Em-
pire, the Greek golden age, and the Roman
civilization. In every age this danger existed.
It has not omly harmed the unity of the,
Church, it his threatened the unity 6f man-

It was an unwillingness to adapt acci-
hat {1 " dentals in order o preserve theé, essentials
“ifé befng sown wich ibaudons Men’s loxally- hat- pieated :w crisis in-the Churghizin-thie

First Century. Bui it was the Council of
_Jerusalem, in which Peter related the=vision -

of the Cenfurion, Cornelius, and iR - which

Paul told of the wonders worked by the Holy

- §pirit amos
fuaded ﬂ;@

Church.

st e et
3

‘the Gentiles, which finail

It htem h
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+The charity o wide,
a1 & - smbrice the'wholv-of the moders-werld;

per-

ectletifistical leaders “tp "break
away from the externals of Judaism and em-
phasize the fruly wuniversal nature of the

tphobuﬁe that this pres-
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‘Christ. is. wide enough to

NS

gtoups is one that re-
®ne in. our. Chiurch.

is the charity of Christians wide enough? Is
our charity universal? It is quite pertinent
to ask this quesfion today because there are
some within the Church who are not free
from bias; who refuse to learn the lessons
of history. They are not interested in the
prudential judgment of others; they have
fixed minds and fixed programs. More im-

portant, although they profess to spéak with

the Church, they do not always think with it

Our universal charity must embrace the
turrents of the present as well as the cur-
Church is open to all
the currents of the present, which are not
opposed t9 Divine Law. The .Church i3 not

rents of the past. The

only willing
listens to-them. The Church

A'l‘l:e degree of w.rll
tiomal ‘malty. No .eny . g1

ig to speak: all languages; it also
i able to listen

. . m :‘
y " ,' iy

feating the ememy. Let those who wish ts
make their contribution selely through po
litical action do se. But let them not look for
evil where it isn't present. Let them acecept
the good faith of those who wamt to do it
differently. Let's put less of the stress on
evil, in all its manifestations, and put more
on the propagation of good.

Let us preach that patriotism is some-

thing more than anti-=Communism. Let us em-

phasize the fundamental, robust virtues of
our forefathers. Let the Flag mean something
more than rabblerousing; let its inspiration
be a recalling to the real concerns of the

- . Y

Founding ?‘gthers.. Let the charity of Ameri-
can Catholits be the means by which we all
* rise above the extremes of the current po-

. £ v .
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10 vl piople cwhis Wilk and-at ~wihin the- - -liticl sséne. Let the universality of our Cthe - 3 -
framework of ‘éssential Christiaj dogma. We Ol¢ doctrine unify u¥as a group and asa -+
id - 1 ;"r__j ﬁl‘té';-‘ﬁo”fﬂ» - 'E{ - o‘» '_'.‘m~,~_~; ﬂlﬂ@b il i ,I:J ; CHNE PR : RUTF
liberty i, all things. We can al$b take refuge =~ While we should hold firmly to our sin  +
in the code of Cdnon Law that favors always  cere viewpoints, let us advance them in due *.
(and conimands all to faver) the side of lib- - charity. In our political .action let us refraif -
erty in- disputed interpretations of the law. from giving it it when we know %,

: ) , . _ i action let us o
Catholics of today are possessed of a i !

sense of history that no other age before our of
ever possessed. Our bishops, theologians, and . j -0
intellectuals are more- aware of thé mistakes .
of the” past than ever before; and are more .
awiire- of the direction in which movement v
» iscurgently needed, » -
P |
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