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s The New York Herald-Tribune said the Pope's
encyclical, in ‘“its reasonableness and warm solicitudes
for human suffering, may well hold up a moral stand-
ard around which men of goodwill can rally.”

“Its moral ferwor,” it said, “can be shared by
those, irrespective of creed, who hold there ars other

“THE CATHOLIC

fitine mewsearct oe\P1at vocursrin onocest

REE Fridy, iy 2, 1001

B N e
.

887 e BL—RAkw B-Ull—Rechuster {, N. T,
4 Bldg., Lake BDe. RE. 35618 or RE. 3-3128
s 1 Capltol — AL 34883

T L]
. N

months ago by Denald Th
oditor of Ave Maris. K¢ 5aid,

. ',!ll%
~g’.‘*mlh¢dﬂd

but I am wondering whether it really it

We find exhortation in bishops’ pastorals,
from the pulpit, and in ths Catholic Press,
calling on the laity to take a more active
part in-the work of the Church. In recent
vears the verbal tempo of the Lay Apostolate
has been speeded up. Yet, can we say that
the laity has responded to the call?

It must be admitted that our lay organ-
jzations have increased their membership
rolls. But this has mot resulted in a cor-

g ‘esponding increase of Jay activity. Apart

iyom fund raising, bingo, carnivals and Com-
munion bréakfasts, the Lay Apostolate in this
country has not yet come to grips with. the

- real problem of Christian influence in the
secular world,

Some laymen and- women are doing a

‘magnificent job, but the vast majority are

not touiched at all, Why? To- me there are
two hasic reassns for his fallure of the Lay
Apostolate te hive an imapeet, - -

¥ One &5 the point brought up several
‘ orman, managing
d, in diect, thers
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There is much contact between the bish-
op of the diocese and the laity as a whole.
This comes about through the pastorals and
the doctrinal teaching which the bishop’s pf-
fice impose upon him. But the real failore
as I see it, ig in the other side of the com-
munication. Most Iay people meet their bish-
op only at Confirmation time, or at an annual
meeting of this or that organization. They
seldomn meet him personally. Their problems
are often communicated to him second hangd.
The link between the Shepherd and the Faith-
ful is not as .close as it should be s

For instanée, there are quite a mumber
of laymen whe on hdsring the call of their
biskop geneujuely wish to participate as trus
Apostles in the work of the Chureh. Yet, on
a parochial and organiztional level they are
met with frustrations. Some men and women
do something despite the rebuffs. Too many

, others respond by withdrawing.

the main, that the clergy has a greater mis-
trust of the laity than vice versa,

This mistfust is engendered, I believe,
through the sad experiences of the 10th cen-
tury evil of lay trusteeism. But those days
are gone. Laymen do not want to run par-
ishes. They realizte that it is the function of
the pastor. But they do want to have a say
in the works of the parish. And this because
they are members of the parish community
and are part of;all its functions. An awful
lot of the frustrations of the laity would be
sliminated if they wers accepted as important
to the spiritual as wéll as the temporal order
of things.

Christ's Kingdom is spiritual because it
is for souls, but these souls ars of men. The
function of the laity is to grow with Christ
without Toking their human identity or char-
acter in their activities.

What we need is a greater collaboration
and genuine participation by laymen in the
Church. The laity of themselves do not havs
the power or the authority to continue or to-
realize a genuine Apostolate. The laity are
completely dependent on, and subordinate to.
the Hierarchy. Alas, this is often interpreted
to mean that the laity has neither the say
nor the right to collaborate in the spiritual
as well as the temporal works of the Church,

If anyone should think that I have
spoken out of turn, let him reflect on these
wise words from the late-lamented Pops
Pius XII:

“The of the Church are too immense
today to leave room for petty disputes. In
order to preserve the sphere of action of
each, it is sutficient that all should possess
enough spirit of faith, disinterestedness and
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