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I'm concerned about my
younger sister, a widow who
recently married a Catholic
man before a justice of the
peace. This man had been
married to a divercee, but
she is now dead. The couple
want their marringe blessed
by the Church, only they tell
us this has been refused be-
cause he was previously mar-
ried to a divorcee. Are they
living in sin? Must they live
all their lives this way? They
both attend chrurch regularly.

You have reason to be con-
cerned, Ralph, since the cou-
ple are either not telling the
truth or somebody .gave them
tome false information. Yes,
they are “living in sin,” as
you put it; they're cleariy not
married, soldon't know what
else one could call their pres-
ent status.

Of course they are prob-
ably now rationalizing their
current situation by saying
that they tried to get their
marriage blessed but were
refused.

Just for the sake of the
record, they should be re-
munded that they thought
about getting their marriage
blessed after they had at-
tempted marriage before a
Justice of the peace. At their
age, one can hardly A‘egaxa

this attempt as-the-rhsuit-be

an  adolescent romantic..in-.
fatuation from whith they
later recovered. Their action
appears deliberate.

They intend to live togeth-
er — if the Church will bless
it, fine; if She refuses, well,
they'll just take their chances
on a deathhed conversion —
God will understand.

I have not analyzed their
present state of mind with

Any desire to pass harsh judg:

ment upon them, for I do not
know how well- instructed
they may be or how well
they understand what they

‘Outside Marriages’ Involve
Questions Of Church Law

By FATHER JOHN L. THOMAS, §. J. -
Sociology Professor St. Louis University

have done. One point is clear,
however, they do not take the
Church's marriage laws very
seriously, and since the

Church is founded by Christ
to teach, rule, and dispense
Lie sacraments, they indicate
that they either don't know
very much about t.helr faith,
or reject it.

In any case, they need a
good deal of instruction if
they are to become sincere
Catholics, and th#t js the
main point i nave desired to
make., The man's recora n
particular shows that he is
either ignorant in religious
matters or indifferent. Mere-
ly going througn tize marriage
ceremony won't remedy such
dispositions.

Now let usturn to the mar-
riage problem itself. The cou-
ples story simply does not
add up correctly. Either they

_Are seeking to excuse their

present status before friends
and relatives by saying they
tried to have a valid mar-
riage ceremony performed
and were refused, or they are
relying on false information,
ot they misunderstood or
were unwilling to fulfill the
conditions required to obtain
permission for marriage un-
der the circumstances,

WHAT SHOULD they do?

:} Well, Ralph, the first thing
to do is to find out if they

are telling the truth, and
from whom they obtained
t h eir information. They
should then go to their pas-
tor about the case. However,
if he was the one who gave
the refusal, they should have
recourse directly to the mar
riage court of their local
chancery office. There they
will find competent canon
Jawyers to handle their case
and tell them what they must
do.

I am presupposing of course
that the man in question does

not have another marriage or
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two on his record. Anyone
who deals witlh marriage cases

in this country soon learns
to withhold judgment until
all  such possibilities have
be en expiored. However,
there is also the possibility
that a case has been poorly
presented to a confessor or
counselor and the wrong
answer given. Catholics al-
ways have the right to have
direct recourse to the chan-
cery office, though the nor-
mal channel is through their
pastor.

Is there anything further
you can do? mxperience shows
that many couples under such
circumstances tend to post-
pone dping something about
their marriage, either because
they are rather indifferent
about it or fear the reception
they may receive from the
clergy. You can be of great
help in urging them to pro-
ceed at once, perhaps even
introducing them 1o your
pastor or some priest who
might assist them,

Moreover, as L. mentioned
in the beginning, this couple
need a2 good deal of instruc-
tion corrcerning the faith. If
there are discussion or fam-
lly life groups available, try
to get them to join. Give
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‘Holland Church
| Catholic Again

Didam—(NC)}—Flags were flying from all houses
in this small village as Bernard Cardinal Alfrink, Arch-

;bishop of Utrecht, arrived to consecrate—or perhaps re-
% consecrate—a medieval Catho-
ki lic church that had been in'

- Protestant hands for over 350 vears. Then St. Martin's church
B! years.

was built in 1837 and has re-

The 15th-century late Gothic mained in use for 123 years. At
“church was voluntarily returned the end of World War II the

| to the Catholics by the Protes-’ ‘building was no longer large

tants, and every ome is now €nough, and plans were made to
quite happy. But it wasn't al- build the village's second Cath-
ways so. olic church.

.The 1large Church of Our
Lady was built in the . 15th of the war, in 1950, the Synod
‘century replacing the town's ‘of the Nethexlands Reformed
only Catholic church which had|Church offered the medieval
been built in 824, when thisibuilding to Jon Cardinal de

little place was called Theodem.|Jong, then Archbishop off

Utrecht. The building, which
_In 1596 the Countess ofwas in need of drastic repairs.

Bergh, Mary of Nassau, who yus tag large for Didam'
owned everything im the town. protestant iommumtv § small
gave the building to the Prot- R
estants. She was the sister of| In 1954 the parish of St.
the Protestant Prince William Martin bought the old church’
of Orange who more than alfor approximately $60.000, with!
decade earlier had led the which the Protestants buiit al
Dutch Protestants who rebelled small new church and a youth'
against Kinp thll: lht:l Scpnln.|center
then owned the Low Coun- '
rr‘i‘:s. lt‘nd won the Independénce  But the Catholics’ troubles
of what is now the Nether.|With the old building had just!
lands. begun. The roof leaked and'
bricks often fell from the walls,
For almost 100 years after-ihath in and outside of the
ward the Catholics of Didam. building. Father AF.A.
who were the majority of 1t§ sen, pastor of St.
population, went to church m 'that it

Martin, found
would cost about

venaar and Elten.

In 1872, when the French oc-
cupied the village during Louis'sidered an historical monument,
XIV's Dutch War, the churchlhelp came in various forms.
was returned to the Catholics.|The Dutch government paid for
The Church of Qur Lady served 55 per cent of the restoration
the Catholics for only two vears, cnsts Gelderland province do-!
for in 1674,
left, the building ngain becnmmcounml gave 15 per cent.

the Dutch Reformed church of The Church of Our Lady has

Didam. now been completely restored

'to its 15th-century excellence.

built a small wooden church most beautiful buildings in this
which served themm for 121|part of the country.

French Priest Builds
Homes For Refugees

trousers
neck jersey,
traditional garb of a1 Roman'give them permanent homes.
Catholic priest, are the hl"-l While organizing

of Nazareth since 1965.

French priest becarme appallediof the long houmn

them some Catholic literature
to read. Maybe you could get
them to make a retreat by
pointing out that they need
to mike a1 new start after
messing up their lives as they
have.

Obviously, if you can get
them back to the sacraments,
you will have performed a
great act of charity, but in
the long run, their under
standing and appreciation of
the faith must be deepened
it they are to lead truly
Christian lives. Without harp-

| ing .o~ the subject, perhaps

you can help them to see that
there is more than a mere
legal technicality involved in

what they have done.
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YE INTELLIGENT BUYER'S GUIDE TO FINEST LIQUORS AT FAIREST PRICES

?EESE-FACTS ABOUT BLENDS |

CAN SAVE YOU MONEY!

To pick real value in a blended
whiskey, use the quality stand-
ards set up by the liquor indus-
try itself. Careful buyers know
that blends sre classified as A,
B and C blends. Mr. Boston's
Pinch Bottle is a genuine “A”
Blend due to its higher propor-
tion of choice 4-year-old Xen-
tucky whiskeys. You can now
enjoy this premium quality at
Mr. Boiton's realistic prices.
Be careful with your liquor
dollars ... ask for Pinch Bottle!

Mr. BOSTON'S

+ PINCH BOTTLE

KENTUCKY WHISKEY —A BLEND

of Fine Brandies

OLD Mr. BOSTON
FIVE STAR

Crisp, yet
. delicate flavor.
Y Rkh. yot subtle
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FIVE YEARS after the end

Jans.'
the nearby towns of Wehl, Ze-! 1 $375.000 to restore the building’

t
Since the building was- con-;

when the From‘h nated 10 per cent, and the town'

In 1718 the town’s Catholics and is considered one of the'

ﬁmreth — (RNS) — Khaki of whom were huddled in an
and a black turtle-jencampment near here. He be
rather than thefgan a construction program to

building]
marks of 46-year-old Pere Pauljteams among the Arabs and
Gauthler who has been alding|negotiating with Israeli govern-
Arab refugees on the outskirts;ment officials for funds, he
soon earned the nickname of
After his arrival here, the(“the priest in trousers’ because
-he spent
at the living conditions of dis-jworking on bullding sites with-.

i

HOUSEWARMING - FOR A CHURCH

You'd be surprised at the number of letters in the mall esch
morning from Priests, Brothers and Sisters In thse misnions.
They need almost everything you can
think of—quits frequently, statues,
vestments, ete. . . . the furnishings
for a church. Whenever a new chureh
is bullt, of course, it must have the
sacred articles used for Mass. And
as churches get old, these sacred are
ticles must be replaced. We can tell
you, from the mafl we rective, where
the artioles are needed—and we'll ses

PR to it that the sacred article is sent,
" .y You may want the article designated
TRHab F‘MMMM in honer ef your father, mother, o¢
Jor the Oriental Charch loved ons, You may want us te send
one of our GIFT CARDS, in your name, te the person whom
you designate. Juis tell ms, Thess are the sacred artiéles eur
missionaries need: VESTMENTS (§58), a MONSTRANCE ($40),
CHALICE ($46), CERORIUM ($40), TABERNACLE ($25), CRU-
CIFIX ($25), STATTONS OF THE CROSS ($25), CENSER (§20),
SANCTUARY LAMIP §15), ALTAR LINENS ($15), SBANCTU.
ARY BELL (35). Some poer missionary will welcoms your gif$
.« and thank God for a mission-minded Catholic like you.

Dear Monsignor:
Mother read to mne about the Sisters in Lebanon whe need
aew shoes. I want them to have my money, I am 7.
Helen Davis

IS DANNY THOMAS A CATHOLIC!

We were asked this question not long ago. “Yes.” we ane
swered, ““the televigion comedian is a Catholle, a Catholte whe
belongs te one of £he Eastern Rites.” Did you know there are
about 8-million Fastern Rite Catholics in the world? That im
the United States Mass is offered 600 times each day In lan-
guages other than Eatin? If you’d like to know more about our
fellow Catholics of the Eastern Rlites, tell us when you send im
your donation for this work. We'll send you, at our expense, an
interesting, informstive booklet,

WHAT'S A SISTER WORTH?

+1f she were working for money, 2 Sister's sefvices—at §10 a
day—would bring $3,650 a year. At $20 s day. her lncomo would
be $7,300. And who would say a Bister isn’t
worth it? . . . But Sisters don't work for
money. Their services, for a2 lifetime, are
free . . . The worth of a Sister, especially,
in pagan countries, Is incalculable. Yet, to 4
a Sister, costs only $150 & year, $300 for the §
entire two-year course . . . Here are some
Sisters who need financial help in order to
somplete their traiming: SISTER ANSELME and SISTER MA-
RIE-LAURENT, of the ANTONIAN SISTERS, 8§T. DOUMITH,
LEBANON; SISTER CONSTANCE and SISTER ROSE GABRI-
© AL of the SISTERS OF THE SACRED JEARTS OF JESUS
AND MARY, BEIRUT, LEBANON; and SISTER MARY PHIL~-
OMENE and SISTER FRANCIS BORGIA of the CLARIST 818.
TERS, CHANGANACHERRY, INDIA. We mention these
Sisters hy name because we think you ought to know they need
your help. Can you afford $3.00 a week? That's all ft costs, week
~hy wesk, v traifi i Sister. You'll want to help, we lmow Drop
l e Iine and we'll assigh you & Sigter. What better investment
—{for this world and the next—ecan you find for your money?

—

Dear Monsignor:
1 gave mp mmoking yesterday, Therefore, I new have 5225 8

week to spere,
Mrs. J. l..’ New Baven, Coma.

placed Palestine Arabs, 20,000jout the normal clerical cassock.
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spanning the S€asons--our |
trim little dark-huedsuits

Ideal suits to wear right now on cooler days

And, just look at their little price tag—yov'll
want to choose all three | Misses’
Sibley’s Career Suit Shop, Second Floor;—r —
Irondequoit, Eastway and Southtown. . .. — — <}
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ROCHESTER

L4

11.95

. and right on through Indian summer!

sizes,

Cotton corduroy ecardigan suif in red, green, gold er
beige. _ ' o
Printed eotton Wransemson suit In darkensd tomes of
greem and black.

Cotton eorduroy stand-away ring eonared mdt n red,
m:old or beige. ; .
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