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Birch Society,
Good Thing

v
of

. Let’s set the record right. Last week's Courler
_ Journal comments on the currently controversial John
Birch Society confused many readers.

“+ We did not endorse the or.ganjzation. We didn't
¢ondemn it either, '

*  Catholics are free to have their own opinions
sbout the organization. Many Catholics, as our article
zeported, are members of the vehemently anti-com-
munist society.

Others, like Monsignor Francis Lally, editor of
_Boston’s Catholic paper, The Pilot, think the Birch
s?c;ety ls' “unbalanced, excited and definitely out
cof focus.' g

Cardinal Cushing, Boston's archbishop, who ‘“un-
hesitatingly” endorsed the group in April of last year,
this past. week deplored ‘‘the exaggerations and ex-
cesses which discredit even a good-thing.” The Cardi-
nal said anyone who charges President Eisenhower
was a Communist agent is ‘‘speaking absurdities.”

Robert Welch, founder and president of the John
Birch Society, has been widely quoted as saying Presi-
dent Eisenhower was ‘“‘a dedicated, conscious agent of
the Communist conspiracy.”

And to clear up. another point — in referring to
this charge against Mr. Eisenhower in last week's arti-
cle, we were understood by some to be quoting Dr.
-Francis X. Gannon, the Society's research chief. Dr.
Gannon did not-.make -any statement to us ahout
Welch’s opinion of the-former president.

The quotation has been published in many other
newspapers and magazines, a quote originally made
in a confidential letter of Welch and one he has never
denied nor repudiated.

In the Soclety's 1961 edition of its offictal “Blue
Book,” Welch accuses President Franklin D. Roose-
velt with “plain unadulterated treason” for leading
the United States into World War I1. He accuses Rich-
ard Nixon with the ‘‘dirtiest deal in American political
history” in winning the 1952 vice-presidential nomina-

i .

, tion.

W New York's Governor Rockefeller “is definitely
ha committed to trying to make the United States a part
i of a one-world soclalist government”’ according to
Welch who then spits out his contempt for “Jack Ken-

nedy” calling him ‘“‘Reuther’s stooge.” Welch affirms
‘he has been unhappy with the nation’s elected leaders
“for twenty seven years.”

= —-—The Bireh- Society’s bulletin for April sets as its
- agenda for the month “concerted action . . . to impeach
Y Earl Warren and remove him from the Court” a con-

tinuation of the organization's drive to oust the Chiet
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.— and
o increase showings of the film ‘Operation Aboli-
Hon® "—a warped documentary film about Communist

of thé House UnAmerican Activities Committee.

Y, .

- It is our opinion that an accurate record of the
House UnAmerican Activities Committee is sufficient
revidence to justify its existence without need for well
-intentioned deceit.

American Catholics have a long and enviable
record of not falling for Communist propaganda or
left-wing iroups. We have not always been quite so
immune, however, from right-wing, ultra-conserva-
tive, almost fascist leanings.

: The “high percentage” of Catholics in the Birch

-8oclety, as the Courier Journa] was told in the tele-
; -phone interview with Dr. Gannon, is evidence of this
i3 :“leaning” to the right.

~ 'The number of Courler Journal readers who pro-

tested our criticism of the film “Operation Abolition"
; -also indicated many Catholics are so opposed to Com-
' munism that they resort to quite unChristian invective

in voicing their opinion.

Monsignor Lally in hie Boston editorial comment.
~ed, “In protecting ourselves against Communism, we
-should be careful that we de not fall into evils almost
.as bad. It is possible to escape the dogs only to perish
:in the swamp.”

. The Birch Society — and similar extreme, emo-
:tional right-wing groups which flay away at Commu-
-nism — is “a good thing gone wrong,” according to
- Monsignor Lally.

The pity is that the virulent fervor of such
- pathological groups is so contagious at precisely the
. time when mature, balanced, effective efforts are so
' > urgently needed to build national and world ,unity.

: We agree with the Bosten monsignor in his con-
. cluding statement, “The excesses of Mr. Welch will
: have served us well, even if obliquely, if they remind
us of our responsibilities in combating Communism
intelligently and by the use of those means which do
Hog bgtray the very principles we have set out to
efend.”
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Emctment of a federml ald
"to education bill which does.-

not include a provision for
students - priv
schools would strike s "devas-
tating. blow” to the American
parochial school system, a
group of prominent Catholic
lawyers said here,

“~fhey urged tejection of
separate legislation for a loan
program to parochial schools,
such as that proposed by
Sens. Wayne Morse (D.-Ore.)
and Joseph §. Clark (D.Pa.),
declaring that & bill whose
aim is to help education gen-
erally would probably be
found constitutional, where-
as one aimed specifically at
helping private and church-
related schools prob
ably would not,

They called on Catholic
parents to turn down the
compromise baing offered in
Congress and to work for de.
feat of the entire federal aid
bill unless a provision is in.’
cluded for parochial schoil
students. :

The statement, entitled
“Freedom of Cholce in Edu-
cation,” was prepared by the
Washington Archdlo-
cesan Catholic Lawyery Com-
mittee for Equal Educationa}
Rights. Among the 2% promi-
nent members of the Distriet
of Columbia bar who signed
it was James P. McGranery,
former federal judge, and at-
torney general of the U.S.
under President Truman.

Attornevs Paunl R, Cennol-
ly., Willlam T. Hannan, and
Al Philip Kane prepared the
15-page legal brief which re-
phied in trenchant terms to
a legal memorandum submit-
ted to Congress by Alanson
Witcox, chief counsel of the
Department of Health, Edu.
cation, and Welfare, on be-
half of the Kennedy admin-
istration. This memorandum
told Congress that across-the-
board loans or grants to stu-
dents would violate Church-
State separaticn in the Con-
stitution.

The Catholle lawyers made
no mention of long-term, low-
interest loans in their legal
brief hut devoted thelr at.
tention to presenting the case
for grants to children, or
their parents, or alternative
ly, the granting of tax ered-
its to parents of paroehial
school students.

Aid to parochial school
children is constitutional,
even though direct grants to
the schools themselves might
offend Chyrch-Statg separa.
tion, the attorneys siid in the

Tlots in San Francisco in 1960 which disrupted hearings wbrief distributed to all men

bers of Congress.

“The question {s largely
one of the means to be em-
played,” they asserted. "Cath-
olic lawyers, along with dis
tinguished Non-Catholic con-
stitutional scholars like Prof.
Edward S. Corwin of Prince-
ton and Prof. Arthur E.
Sytherland of Harvard, feel
that equitable treatment can
be afforded the parents of
parochial scho ol children
without offending the Consti-
tution.” -

“The Flirst Amendment
means simply that Congress
may not actively and directly
support any religion,” the
Catholic lawyers stated. “Ac
cordingly, any legislation that
is intended to directly favor
a particular religion is for-
bidden. The words of empha-
gis are ‘actively’ amd ‘direct
ly.' Legislation which has an
incidental or secondary effect
upon religious activity is not
forbldden. Legisiation which
accords religious persons the
same benefits afforded the
public generally is not for-
bidden.

“These principles are clear

from the declded cases and ma, liturgy, tradition and Fathers during the fourth ecentary. His feastday is August 28.  Vatican Council. The impres- p,r...n"c'ﬁ;mf.‘",';f;s $5.00
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attending - private ..
-~ ment which attempts to equa-

)efend

from our American traditions.
This Is what we deriand as
Catholle " parents from our

vernment ~-_constitutional-
y permissibloe treat

lize our position with those
of our Nan-guhoue neigh-

hors.”
The attorneys denounced

-—thebill--proposed--by - Presi- -

dent .Kenpedy ar “taking a
giant step in the direction”
of forcing all students to at-
tend public schools. While it
does not do so directly—and
would be unconstitutional if
it did — they asserted that
“by combining the taxing
power of government with
the money spending power,
government can force public
education upon all the citi-

zenry just as surely as by

specific command.”

“It is clear that parochial
schools have a right to ex-
ist,” they said. “It is also
clear that parochigl schools
cannot long exist if their stu-
dents are pressured by the
econnomic necessities of their
parents into attending public
schools.

“Catholic parents have a
duty to provide their chil-
dren with a Catholic educa-
tion. This they are entitled
to do in their free exercise
of their religion. But the ex-
ercise of this right must not
unjustly bear a price in the
form of increased taxation
without resulting benefit.
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Constitutibnality& of Studfént/ Aid

“Otherwise, if this fede=ral
plan is enacted and <the
states obtain the funds s=ug
gested, the-states will be ashie
to outbid the parochmial
schopls in their efforts to ob
tain good teachers with re
sulting diminution of ®he

quality of teaching availhdble .

for use in the parocimial
schools.” -

Citing the famous dicteim
of Chief Justice John M ar
shal! (1801-35) that “the pow-
er to tax is the power fto
destroy,” the Catholic l=aw
yers told Congress that "feed
eral aid to public schosols
alone will ultimately criash
the private school system as
it exists today.”

“The parent of the pa ro
chial school child is already

- at a tremendous disadvant=sge

in his effort to give his ch ild
an education,” they poinEed
out to the legislators. “Chil-
dren attending the pubelic
schools are given free bous
rides, free tuition, free te xt-
books, and in manyv casses
free lunches. Many paroch.ial

school students are in the
low .ot marginal  incomme
groups. It is obvious that

with their burdens increased
by federal taxation for schesel
purposes, they will not be
able to keep their children
in parochial schools and w=ill
certainly not be able to con
tribute adequately for t he
erection of parochial schoanls
to provide newly neeEed

facilities and t. replace those
which are obsolescent.”

The Catholic lawyers main-
tained that justice requires
that citizens at large con-
tribute’ to the public support
of Catholic education, just as

Catholic citizens derive bene-_.

fits to the general welfare
accruing from public schools.

The saving 1o taxpayers from

the Catholic school system is
at léast $2,300,000,000 a year,
they said, adding:

“Rather than asking Non-
Catholics to pay for the edu-
cation of their children as an
added burden, Catholics sug-
gest that it is only equitable
for the general population to
recognize the Catholic con-
tribution to society as a whole
and to bear a fair share of
providing for the cost, at
least of the secular portion
thereof.”

The Catholic lawyers sug-
gested that it is “clearly con-
stitutional” to provide in the
pending federal aid bill that
the funds to be allocated tn
each state *could as well go
to the individual child, or
better his parents, as to the
Board of Education of each
state.”

“If federal aid were allo-
cated to all parents of chil-
dren in primary and second-
ary schools, instead of the
proposed method” they said,
“Catholics who pay taxes
equally with their Non-Catho-
lic brethren would receive

equal treatment before the
Xaw.”.

“This is the very theory,”
they pointed out, ‘*‘upon
which the G.I Bill of Rights
aid and the Federal Scholar-
ship Plan proeeeds. The
choice of the school is thus
left to the individual”

A_second “clearly constitu-
tional” approach would be to
allow parents of parochial
students a tax credit, the
lawyers suggested to  Con-
gress. They asked if “the pro-
motion of intellectual excel
lence” is not truly a natior_lal
purpose which would justify
a liberal tax credit “for those
parents who release the state
from the financial burden of
educating their children by
their support of private
schools.”

“Our adversaries in this
contest,” they said, “"seem to
Jose sight of the verv pur-
pose of the legislation. The
aid to parochial schools which
we Catholics seek is aid to
our children and not to our
church.

“There are clearly means
at hand or readily devisable
by which Catholic children
would receive the same gen-
eral benefits from federal
spending as their public
school counterparts, if only a
sense of justice prevails.”

Rejecting the Clark-Morse
proposals for separate legis-

Religious Leaders Seek Unity

By DR. CLAUD D. NELSON
(Religious News Service)

This {s s second prelimin-
ary article hy a special Re-
lgious News Service corres-
pondent who will report from
Rome on the Second Vatican
Council from the viewpeoint
of Protestant leaders, as prep-
arations advance for the his-
toric event. In this article he
discusses the attitude of the
Eastern Orthodox Churches
and of Jewish leaders toward
the Council. His first article
summarized the views of both
Protestant and Catholle ob-
servers on the mnature, pur-
pose and possible results of
the Council, particalarly In
regard to Christian unity.

In my capsule survey of
American expectations and
desires as to what the Second

Vatican Counci} will accom. -

plish (RNS March 9, 1981y
there Wwere indications of the
important role of the Fastern
Orthodox Churches in the un-
folding ecumeni¢al Christian
drama.

Subsequent conver
sations w i t h authoritative
representatives of
those churches, intended in
large measure for my orien-
tation as I go to continue
my reporting task from Rome
ftself, throw considerable
light on their role, potential
and actual, and on their atti-
tude toward the forthcoming
Council.

In these conversations, ref-
erences were made to the
fact that the Eastern Ortho-
dox family of autocephalous
(independent) churches —
from Alexandria, Anticch and
Jerusalem, through Greece
and on to Russia and Serbia
— have had an eéxperience
for many centuries of unity
without union. It was called
to my attention that their
Ecumenical Patriarch has of-
ten commeénted on this fact
from his palace, the Phanar,
in Istanbul.

These r tional or regional
churches are uniform in dog

Roatings aft Random -

discipline, but each has iis
own Patriarch and indeperad-
ent administration.

Having such an experience,
some of these churches are
members of the World Couan-
cil of Churches — and sorme
of their American sectio ns
are in the National Counacil
of Churches. While maintagn-
ing the integrity of their doc
trine and insisting that theey

constitute the only triae
Church, they join in thé fe=|
lowship and cooperate in thhe

I

Councils, ab-
they cannot

action of the
staining when
agree.

In our conversations differ-
Ing factors and resulting at-
titudes were pointed out. as
regards the Second’ Vatican
Couneil,

Among laymen especially,
many are influenced by long-
standing, non-theological so-
cial and political barriers be-
tween the peoples of the two
confessions, the Eastern
Orthodox and the Roman.
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Saints of Unity

ST. MOSES THE ETHIOP®IAN ...
converted, became a monk and a

brigand in Egypt. He was

was first a slave then a

priest in the desert of Skcele. In old age he was murdered
by robbers against whom he refused to defend himsell. He
was one of the most remmmrkabdle figures among the Desert

Some of these ancient di-
visions are sharpened by re-
cent political struggles. Thix
is obvious in the ‘case of the
Russian Orthodox.

It is recalled in a letter
from a Serbian Orthodox lay-
man who blames Roman
Catholics in his native land
for wartime massacres of
Orthodox S er b 5 Polities
seem to Jvave a somewhat
more complicated role In
Greek attitudes.

Those Orthodox who base
their reactions more on in-
tellectual grounds are not
uniform in their judgment.
Some feel that Roman Catho-
lic doctrine, long before the
eleventh century break, had
departed from the true faith
and that the breach will not
be remedied.

Others, tempering their in-

tellectua! reaction$ with char--

ity, see hopeful changes tak-
ing place, and consider it dis-
tinctly worth while to develop
ecumenical dialogue, believ-
ing that the Holy Spinit has
not abandoned His role

This attitude is reinforced
by a desire for Christian
unity in action, as well as in
thought and feeling, In a
weorld that was never more
in need of all the benefits
that an ecumenically cooper-
ating Christianity could be-
stow — as was pointed out in
the course of these conver-
sations, a werld that may ‘de-
stroy itself if religious forces
waste themselves in institu-
tional conflict.

There are thus influential
Eastern Orthodox leaders
who, while aware of no cur-
rent negotiations with Rome,
and fully conscious of the
difficulties, are yet expecting
contributions to  Christian
unity from the Second Vatl-
can Council, and are praying
for it.

Jewish friends. tono, have
been consulted as to their
attitudes towards the Second

lation, the Catholic lawyers
said that, while Catholic chil-
dren can participate in a gen-
eral education bill without
running afoul of the Constj.
tution,” the constitutiona}]
problem is “made very much

more difficult if federal legis-. .

lation passes Wwithout parg..
chial school particjpation.”

“Any attempt made there.

“dfter” to" “considerseparite”

legislation aimed at benefit-
ting directly those (religious)
schools,” the lawyers said, or
any aftempt to amend the
general legislation for that

purpose could be considered
a purposeful attempt by Con- -
gress to spend federal fundg

for a religious purpose.

*Such separate legislation
might vitiate what would
otherwise be clearly consti-
tutional legislation, if done
as part of a general across
the-board plan of aiding all
educational facilities of this
country.

“*Catholics cannot accept
what appears to be a reason-
able suggestion to refrain
from opposition to the School
Assistance Act of 196! upon
a promise by Congress to
consider subsequently legis
lation for their direct bene-
fit.

“We do not wish to be
treated apart. We ask only
equal treatment and not to
be dealt with as ‘a lesser
breed without the law.'”

sions which I can/report ars,
1 believe, as widely represen-
tative as they are obviously
very significant.

As with expectations al-
ready reported from other
groups, hopes center on the
climate which the Council
may help to foster (or might
conceivably obstruct). Apart
from strictly ecclesiastical
matters, not of immediate
Jewish concern, the desirable
climate would be fostered by
the recognition, direct or in-
direct, that a religious plural-
ism exists wider even than
that represented by the vari-
ous Chnstian confessions.

In theory and history, this
could mean a renewed recog-
nition of the common ele
ments in the Judeo-Christian
heritage, the close connee
tion of the New Testament
with the Old Testament,

In practice {t could mean
the elimnation of anything
in Christian teaching or wor
ship that gives rise to anti.
Semitism or encourage it. No

less desirable s the encour .

agement of friendship, fel
lowship and cooperation of
Christians and Jews — as in-
dividuals, as
in organizations — in reduc

ing tensions, working togeth- .
er for social justice and world -

peace.

congregations,
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Increased Knowledge of Papal Teachings N eeded

LR AN |

To
Psychiatrists

Buffalo — (RNS) — Catholic
autiors do not always treat
: peychiatrists with the courtesy
; they deserve, Dr. Willlam M,

“op g

g w0 &

Daily Mass
Calendar

Sunday, April 18 — Second
Sunday after Easter
(white), Gloria, Creed, Eas-
ter Preface.

Monday, April 17 — St. Ani-
cetus, martyr (red)

=. Walton declared In the Presi-
7 dent’s- Address at the 35th am.
< pual, meeting of the American
& Cytholic Philosophical Associa
=~ tlon. ‘

:‘Wllton. professor of phil.

tford, .Conn., spoke to
00 delegates on ‘The
d the Psychia
d the psychiatriit

A b

at St. Joseph College,--

2nd praye} of ~ Sunday.
1949 — Monsignor Adelph
Gabbani.

Tuesday, April 18 — Mass as

‘Sunday except no Creed.”

1939° -~ Monsignor John
Brophy. 1950 — Rev. Wil
liam Heisel, -

Wednesday, April 19—Mass
as yesterday. 1985 — Rév,
Eugene Golding.

s Tﬁﬁisday, April 20 — Mass

a8 Tuesday.

Fridag; April 21 — St An
_.4élm (white), Gloria, no
N ‘Cféed. )

St. Calus, mariyis

y, Aprl 22—8t. Soter

Gloria, 1954 — Mon<.
r. Bénedict Masellic—-

ited thove dicd on

- By GERARD E. SHERRY . .
Editor, Central California Register

For several years your Reaper has seen
fit to speak out on several social questions.
Anti-communism, right to work laws, racial
discrimination, internstional problems, and
urban renewal have all been grist for our
mill,

At times my efforts have deeply of-

-Gloria, fanded.-sincere people. I-am. sure that the .

letters and calls which I’ get from the dis
tressed, represent only a frattion of my
wounded readers. This has not deterred me
from doing my duty as I see if, but I have
not been insensitive to the pain which I have
caused. ‘

Moved, not by any outside pressure from
anyone whomsosver, but solely by the desire
to maintain the “bond of peace and love” I
have indertaken an -éxamination of this prob-
lem. In all honesty I mtast report that I can
discover no malice in most of my readers, and
in the same honesty I ¢an discover no need
to change my course of conduct,

- .1 have arrived at the conclusion that the
heart of -the matter li¢s in 4n arei of ignor
ance of some Msic principles,

K

_ The sources of the Catholic approch,
the Papal Encyclical§ afid speechés, have pxot
been made available, in manageable ways, to
this level of readership. This is the ma=in
reason who some editors have been at paims
to publish Papal documents in their entire®y.
The further task of breaking open these Papeal
packages remains to be done. We try to «lo
this in editorials and other articles.

The UN, the Supreme Court and racial

discrimination—represent —areas—where s 4

failure to know basic principles has causeed
a great deal of pain. Some of our reade=rs
become alarmed at my apparent willingne=ss
to further a dangerous trend to centralizatien
or to Statism, when I insist that high-er
echelons of society have a proper functieon
to perform. They are frightened by an ap-
parént threéat to the individual, to our naliosn,
or to Free Enterprise. '

What they are unaware of is the faect
that there it a basic principle which shoe1d
govern Catholic theught in all these areas,
We Catholics are not left to the unbridlesd
demands of individualism, mationalism -or
Laissez Faire capitalism. We have 3 guidimg
light, wlich should .illumine our judgmemts
in these questions. R

This is the .principle of Subsidia=ry
Function, A : ‘

LY

simpler to the larger and more complex. but
that esch level his ity right to life and its
vital contribution to make to the whole
society.

A mere list of the component parts will
jlustrate what we are talking about: the per-
son, the family, free associations, the city,
the province, the nation and the family of
nations.

What this principle demands is that the
“‘Tower teveltsto—te

and will do their job. Any invasion of this
freedom of the lower or smaller will be
tyranny, as long as the lower level is function-
ing. Intervention by the higher echelons can
be justified only to the extent that the lower
levels fail to function. If they cannet or will
not ‘perform their jobs, the Common Good
demands that the higher step in and assist, not
annihilate, them. A failure to so assist the low-
er would be gross negligence on the part of
the higher.

As you can see this principle of Subsidi-

ary Function offers a control in a very import-.

ant area of huimin living. There will always
be tension between the imdividual and socl
ety, betiveen a pariicular goed and the com-
men good. The principle providés the normms
for the control of all sipects of tks virlous
problemis. :

New problemis ﬁnmpst&bmnu social

patterns are never satie. Soclety it always
Tibjeet t6 -dhangs. . Technelogleal ‘liprove:
ts, ¢ Verles, political matira:

it-alone- as-jong-as-they ean —well-provide—it--

There is no golden age to which we can cling
gstoa mOorm.. - - ° -~ % '

As an example, let us look at the schools.
In 1981 no one doubts the right nor the need
for the State and Church to provide for uni-
versal education. And yet a right of a lower
level, the family is involved. The family is
the initial depositor of the right and duty to
educate its children. In an agricultural, caste
deminated, monarchy, the need for formal
schooling_wa§ slight, and the family could

In an industrialized democratic society,
the dqmand for formal schooling is great. So
great indeed that the family just cannot pro-

vide it, so the higher levels, the State and the
Church, must step in to help the family. The

" question in 1961 is how much help should the

Federal Government give to education—and
for whom?

_The_ fundamental question involved in
Nationalism vis a vis the United Nations is.
also highly illustrative. If only a great many
more Ca.tl!olics were as aware of the demands
of Subsidiary Function as our Holy Father,
perhaps they would not be so hurt when they
read that he has encouraged the. efforts
towards-a real United Nations, -

Knowledge of this principle rescues us

from blind and ‘sterile dilenimas’ siich -a¥ In-

dividuglism vs. Colléctiviam, Natiohalitm
Kribwled this_principle
it 1o Yhnge far and wide

ility-i
| DANRer, ¢
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to réal -problems’ in a Christian mantier.

o

s permits us to eome up with real mlistions
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