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Decade In Dansville 

French Convert Aided 
Red Cross Founder 

By THOMAS E. KISSLING 

. Washington— (NC) — Just 
100 years ago this month Clara 
Barton, of Red Cross fame, be
gan her Civil War welfare as
sistance to servicemen, veter
ans and their families. 

Later, she organized the 
American Red Cross and served 
as its first president, 1881-1902. 
One of her earliest compan
ions and volunteers in the work 
was Antoinette Margot, Hugue-

' not convert to Catholicism. 

On April 20, 1861, Miss Bar-' 
ton, then 40 years old. left her 
job at the United States Patent 
Office to visit the Sixth Massa
chusetts. Regiment, bivouacked, 
in the unfinished U.S. Senate 
chamber in Washington. These 
troops were among the first to 
respond to President Lincoln's 
initial call for volunteers. 

THE REGIMENT had suffer
ed casualties when attacked by-
Southern sympathizers on its 
way south through Baltimore. 
With her own funds she bought 
food and medicines for these 
men from her home state, and 
later whenc they moved into 
Virginia she collected and dis
tributed relief supplies to them. 

During many, of the cam
paigns she tended the wounded, 
on battlefields and helped sur
geons set up emergency medi-i 
cal stations, wrote letters for 
them and at the end of the war-
was engaged in tracing missing 
soldiers. 

In Aug^t, 1869, on her doc
tor's advice she went to Switz
erland for a complete rest. 

There Miss Barton was im
pressed by the work of the In
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross, which at that time 
had been subscribed to by 22 
nations and the Papal States. 
Her own nation was not among 
them and she worked tirelessly 
during the next 12 years to 
gain acceptance of the Geneva 
Treaty by the United States 
government. 

While Miss Barton was re
cuperating in Berne during the 
summer of 1870. the Franco-
Prussian War broke out. A 
band of workers from the Inter 
national Red Cross Committee 
in Geneva visited her enroute 

to the seat of war and invited, A chance mention of the 
!her. to„jojLn.-tb.ejmu._Sije. did a 1 name of the Cure of Axs, St. 
little later. ~* ~~ iJchn Vianney,; rcinlridecTTicr of 

„ . , , ,|a miracle of healing performed 
'• Hearing of her presence and a t h i s tomb t h a t h a d C O J n e t o 
her past experience, Louise, the „„,. pe r s0nal attention when 
Grand Duchess of Baden, in- s h e M a s , y o u n g w o m a n . H e r 
vited her to come to Strasbourg,.conversion to Catholicism soon 
then under siege. i followed, on October 14, 1873. 

Miss Barton went from Berne 
to Basle. It was there she met 
Mile. Antoinette Margot, who 
also was enroute to the front 
to serve as a volunteer nurse. 
The second child of Francois 
Margot and Adele Gaothier, of 
Geneva, .Henriette .Antoinette 
Margot was born on June 2, 
1843, raised in the city of 
Lyons, France, and reared in 
strict observance of the Protes
tant faith. 

As a young woman she won 
recognition as an artist, and' 
gained fame with her painting 
(1869) of Charlotte CordayJ 
French heroine. Speaking about, 
their first meeting, Miss Bar
ton relates: 

"There came to me at this 
moment a kind-featured, gen-1 

tie-toned, intelligent Swiss girl, 
who had left the art studys to 
go alone to care for the wound
ed. The Society introduced her 
to me . . . Swiss by birth, 
French by cultivation, educa
tion and habit — the two na-, 
tional characteristics met and 
joined in her. 

"No matter, as both were Un
quenchable, unconquerable . . . 
Fair-haired, playful, bright and 
confiding . . . there was some
thing in that face to be drawn 
to 'at sight' and to her aston
ishment and delight I told her 
she might accompany me (to 
the front). 

"This slender little lady . . . 
went with me every slop of the 
way; over b r o k e n raTiks. 
through fire and blood, and 
both came out alive, God 
knows how; and now (lKR.i), 
si e has left her beloved France, 
to come and be with me (in 
the United States)." 

During the 14 years follow
ing the Franco-Prussian war ex
perience, Clara and Antoinette 
corresponded frequently. Dur
ing this period, Miss Margot 
went through a pnnod of un 
happy religious doubt. 

Her subsequent life took on 
"a heavenly beauty and impres
sive simplicity," according to 
her biographer and spiritual ad
visor, Father Thomas D. Wil
liams, of Baltimore and Wash
ington. 

Miss Margot wrote to "Dear, 
dear Miss Barton: Never, never 
shall" I forget what I owe to 
you. I owe even my perfect 
actual happiness of being a 
Catholic, for without your 
strong teaching, and your nerv
ing of my heart, I could never 
have dared to take the step of 
following my convictions, when 
I had Convictions to follow.'' 

Before coming to America, 
at Miss Barton's invitation, Miss 
Margot renounced the world 
and became a nun in October, 
1874, despite parental sorrow 
and objections. However, after 
three years, ill health forced 
her to leave the convent. The 
summer of 1884 she acted as 
companion and interpreter for 
Miss Barton at the Interna
tional Conference of the Rod 
Cross in Geneva. \ 

In September, 1885, she ar
rived at Dansville, in the west
ern part of New York State, 
living with Clara Barton there 
for ten years, thence moving 
t Washington, where both 
were closely associated again 
for another two years. 

In 1887, Miss Margot left the 
home of Miss Barton, whom 
she had hoped to convert to 
Catholicism, and rented rooms 
elsewhere in Washington, seek
ing pupTTs to tutor in art and 
French. 

She soon met Leonide Dela-
rue, a pioneer worker with 
Miss Mary Merrick in founding 
the Christ Child Society. The 
two women purchased land and 
built n frame. 35-room house in 
Swiss chalet style, in Brook-
land, on t le outskirts of Wash-

• ing ' .nn . 

New Church 
Building 
Shows Dip 
Washington — (RNS)—New 

church construction during the 
first quarter of 1961 totaled 

'$233,000,000,- a decline of-*©ne 
percent from the $235,00O,C«H) 
recorded in the same period last 
year, the Census Bureau estt 
mated here. 

March construction of $?4,-
000.000 was $1,000,000 less than 
in 1960. 

An unusually severe winter 
has retarded all private con
struction to a slight degree and 
prospects are still bright that 
church construction will a«ain 
top one billion dollars this year 
and perhaps exceed i960's 
record. 

Building activity by the non 
public schools and colleges is 
picking up and totaled $46,000,-
000 in March, compared with 
S43.000.000 a year ago, the re
port said. First quarter con 
struction in this category is ej 
timated at $142,000,000, an in 
crease of $9,000,000 over the 
same period of a year ago. 

Private hospital and institu 
tional construction during the 
first quarter held steady, total 
ing an estimated $136,000,000, 
the same as for the first quar
ter of 1960. 

Completed in 1891, they call
ed it Theodoron. and furnished 
a chapel on the first floor. This 
was the beginning of St. An
thony's pa.ish, with only 12 
families. 

; Here Miss Margot befriended 
ithe Very Rev. Henry Hyvernat, 
'professor of Biblical Archae
ology and Semitic Languages at 
nearby Catholic University of 
America, and both women aid-

'ed him financially in establish
ing his Institute of Oriental Re
search and Literature. 

1 The church, completed in 
1896 on land donated by Miss 

iMargot, was named by Cardinal 
'Gibbons "St. Anthony," the 
masculine form of Antoinette's 
name. In November, 1910, Miss 
'Margot visited her old home in 
• France and went to Rome 
where she had a memorable 
(audience with Pope St. Pius X. 

j Returning to the parish she 
,helped to found, Miss Margot 
,took up residence in Villa 
'Marie, where she died on De
cember 28, 1925. 

No Missal Gap Here 
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Peace Corps, 
Churches 
To Be Li 

guide was issued by the Peace 
Corps here outlining how it will 
cooperate with church-related 
agencies in helping the free 
world's needy peoples. 

Prepared by Gordon Boyce, 
Peace Corps director of private 
agency relations, the document 
was distributed to all private 
agencies with programs design
ed to assist underdevoleped 
nations. 

Those religiously affiliated 
include Church World Service 
of the National Council of 
Churches, Catholic Relief Serv
ices — National Catholic WeU 
fare Conference, A m e r i c a n 
Friends Service Committee,! 
Lutheran World Relief, and 
many other denominational 
groups. 

Robert Sargent Shriver, Jr.,k 
corps director, who approved! 
the guide, noted that the new 
governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n ' 
"wants to help, not replace, 
private agencies which are dOj, 
ing an excellent job in flli^ 
field." .. a 

"The Peace Corps has token, 
the position from the outset 

Ithat its activities must encoUjrY 
age private initiative in lltf 
field of international edu^tlon^ 
and assistance "t© foreign:' na* 
tions;" ho said. "At the rtntff 
time the Peace Corps wanti to 
learn from the experience ofr̂  
private agencies and to makft-
use of tho techniques thoy ha>e 
developed over several gcncrii, 
tions of international serVict." 

; 0~ " 

Mlddleburg. Va. —There's no 
more- "missal gap*' In Mlddle
burg, thanks to gift srubscrip-i 
tions for the new Altar & Homo 
Pocket Missal sent to President 
and Mrs. John F. Kennedy by 
the missal's publisher. , 

EVIDENCE THAT tho Ken 
nedys are making good use of 
the combined monthly missal 
and magazine is seen In thisi 
photo, showing Mrs: Kennedyi 
holding a well thumbed copy of 
Pocket Missal as sho and thoi 
President leave the Mlddleburg 

Community Center after Sun
day Mass. 

Dennis Howard, who pub
lishes the missal in Hackcnsack,1 

N.J.; explained: "The Kennedys 
were sent subscriptions when 
we heard that parishionors In 
Mlddleburg were requested to 
leave the copies of Pocket Mis
sal In tho pews because they 
were needed for use on follow
ing Sundays. Since we're forth-
rightly against 'missul gaps' In 
Mlddleburg or Washington, we 
sent gift subscriptions." 

Howard also reported receiv- liturgy, and lay spirituality, 

ing a warm noto of thanks fromi P r t n a NAYn(*<t 
the White Houso for the glft|* W F * ' i a , U C T 

subscriptions. I _ . . . -

• Edited by tho Benedictine n r C l l D l S l l O p 
monks of Conception Abbey in v ,. _ „ „ „ r N r < " 
Missouri, Pocket Missal is de- V a t , c " n ™> - (NQ -r . 
signed especially for lay par- P°Pe J o h n XX111 h n s r a i s e d t n a ' 
ticipation at Mass and as a Ethiopian Rito Apostolic Ex* 
monns of Increasing lay under-|a r c h n t 0 o f Addls Abubi to tll«T 
standing of tho liturgy. Each'™"1* °f a n archdiocese, 
features an the Masses for thel He has appointed Bishop At" 
Sundays and Holy days in each rate Marlam Ycmmeru to W; 
month as woll as an editorial f l r s t archbishop of the Se«. 
section devoted to Scriplurc* _ About—43^XHL_Catholli 

^ 

fc 

long to the Ethiopian RIM. 

•T5*Wx^«-•**•*. 

A 
FASHION INSURANCE FOR RAINY DAY 

Pretty flower print raincoat in 

Zelan-piocessed "cotton poplin. 

Ra^ainiteevfcs; Shade? o f^ fc ro r 

brown. Misses stees. 10.95 

Balmacaan raincoat in natural 

poplin with Scotchgard stain re-

peller. Lined with colorful post-

age stamp pr in t Misses sizes. 

10.95 

Natural cotton poplin raincoat 

with Scotchgard stain repeller, 

reverses to printed rayon acetate. 

Misses sizes. 10.95 

Floral print acetate taffeta rain

coat with new mandarin collar, 

brass buttons. Matching rain hat-

Misses sizes. 14.95 

Spla&h-printed acetate taffeta 

raincoat with wide collar that 

conceals a hood in back. Water 

repellent. Misses sizes. 14.95 

Impeccable chesterfield raincoat„$J& •£,.** 

with half-belt in back, velyqtywii & * > - ^ 

collar. Zelan-treated natural c b l ^ 
!£*»** Wff 

ton poplin. Misses Sizes. 

Sibl«y'i Car««r Coati, Second Floor; Irdndecpjolt, Eoifway, Southtown 
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