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My Married Brothers and Sisters
Won't Help Support Mother

By FATHER JOHN L. THOMAS, S. J.
Sociology Professor St. Louis University,

I was a good sister until I
asked my three married sis-
ters and one married hrother
to helpme support our
widowed mother. I had to go
to work at 14 because my fa-
ther drank. Now after 30
years I'm still supporting my
mother. The others won't
help. They say I'm single,
working, living in with mhoth-
er, and it's my duty to sup-
port her. The factory where
I worked has moved South
and my mew jobh doesn’'t pay
well. What can I do?

Your letler calls altention
to a prob>lem that is perhaps
as old as the family iself.
There are few cases that bet-
ter illustrate the tendency of
seemingly  good people to
rationalize or justify thewr
basic selfishness. Although
each situation may involve
some distinctive, incidental
characteristics, the essential
traits are siailar in all.

The problem
arises as follows. One of the
children frequently one of
older gnls. goes to work o
help su pport the fam-
ily. S1n ce her help seems
§0 necessary, she postponces
the theught of murriage un-
til her sisters and biothers
are raised.

generally

By this time her opportun-
fties are greatly limited, and
at the same time, her par.
ents may have come to rely
c1 her support to such an ex-
tent that her marriage would
threaten their security. She
seemxs to have no choice but
to continuie working.

Meanwhile, her sisters and
brothers have started raising
families of their own They
are quite content to take the
parental siluation for grant
ed sinece 1t rehieves them of
all concern. Selfishly forget-
ting their sister’s past dedica-
tion and sacrifice, they now
assurme that she alone has
the oblization to take care of
their parcals.

Of course, they can give
many reasons why they can’t
help. They have their own
familics to support, their sis-
ter isn't rmarried, she doesn't
hav s any responsibilities,

and so on. Hence they and
therr partners are indignant
when 1t s suggested that they
contribute to the support of
their  parents.  Theiwr sister
has chosen to reman unmat-
ried and to hive at home It's
her job to suppoit her par
ents. They are married and
have their own responsibility
to fulfiil

What thev are really sayv-
ing 1s that their older sister
should have becen ““smarter”,
that 15, cdequately  selfish

“when she was vounger If she

had used her head and mar-
ried as they did. the problem
would be different  She has
only herself to blame for the
present  situation and she's
going to hine to live with it
They're just not in position
to help, while as an unmear-
rird person, she has no other
obligations. In fact, i's her
duty.

This line of reasoning ap-
parently soothes many a con
sclence. As one cynic has re-
marked, the convenient thing
ahout being a ratlonal crea-
ture s that one capn find good

reasons for doing about any-
thing one wants to do.

But such specious reason- .

ing doesn’t answer moral
problems. We must start with
definite principles and apply
them to the situation at hand.

What moral principles ap- ,

ply here? The relationships
between parents and chiidren
are the object of one of the
Ten Commandments and con-
sequently touch the very
foundations of the moral and
social life. While they are
immature, children owe thew
patents love, ‘honor, respuot
and obedience. Obedience
ceases when thev aie grown
up, but the other qualitics
remain. The Commandment
obviously requires that chil-
dren support their aged par-
ents if they are in need.

This obligation, like all the

others, is personal, that is. i gand missionary efforts religious stationed — doing the

cannot be delegated or push-
ed off on one child, although
circumstances mav be such
that one will be in a better
position to help than the
others. -

Hence it should he clear
that your sisters and hrothers
have a serious ohligation to
help support your mother.
The fact that vou are uamar-
ried or are living in with
your mother does not relieve
them of this obligation. °

The obhgation 1s™ personal,
and although the extent to
which cach child mav be abte
to help may vary, there is no
way of getting around the e
senttal obligation. There 1s a
divine commandment involy-
ed, and each child must an-
swer to God for its fulfill-
ment.

What can you do? Perhaps
very httle They have refus
ed your request and further
demands may so disturb fam
1ly relationships that your
mother will feel unloved and
unwanted. You can only ap-
peal to their consciences.

Remind them that although
they now have you In kind
of ‘“squeceze play”  because
you do not wish to hurt vour
mother, someday God  will
ask them how they personal-
ly “loved their father and
mother.”

.the Rev.
| 0.S.B,, president of the Catholic

B .

Peace Corps Idea

human betterment,

Presidential  executive

‘on a permancnt basis.
1

No sooner was the corps an-

nounced than phones at

“constantly

progress.
Fien before the corps was
rvited, Protestant,  Catholic

and Jewish groups supported
the idea and offered to assist
in any
U.S. efforts to build a peaceful

government  planners

world.
As part of their world relief

bodies have been carrying on

volunteers- for- peace projects talking the samie language"

Funeral Held

for manyv vears. These include
ecumenical work camps of the
World Council of Churches and

the larger Prolestant denomina-
Jtons and

various projects of
the historie peace churches, like
the Quakers, Mennonites and
Rrethrens.

Catholics have given impetus
to assisting underdeveloped na-
tiony through their new “Papal
Volunteers” program under
which trained lavmen and lay-
women arve sent to Latin, Cen-
tral and South America to serve

in social, educational and rehi-

gious projects.

The Catholie Association for
International DPceace has seen
the corps idea not only as an
instrument for world peace but
also as an opportunity for hu-
nanitarian service and mutual
cultural and social ennchment.

$7 Million
For College

Atchison — (RNS) — A ten-
vear. 87 mulhion  development
program designed to add at
least five new butldings to ex-
sting faciities of St Benedict's
College here was announced by
Grendon Downey,

institution.

Stirs U.S. Youth

f New York—(RNS)—Religious leaders were quick
.to endorse President Kennedy's creation of a Peace
'Corps to aid underdeveloped free nations and hailed it
as a major asset to their own - - - —-- -~
volunteer global programs for

The corps was set up on a t0 make full use of the re-
“temporary pilot basis” by a SOurces and talents of private
Ol.d,:,_r”n_1s_mut10ns and groups. Univer-

but Mr. Kennedy indicated he Sities, voluntary agencies, labor
would ask Congress to enact'unions and industry will be
legisla‘ion placing the agency‘asked to share in this effort—

its ity for peace is the responsibil-
temporary headquarters inity of our entire societv.”
Washington, D C, began ringing: .
with young people
offering to tend their skills to in the corps “will not be easy,”
*he cause of world peace and but it will be “rich and satisfy-

‘hert,

|rltes.
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In creating the corps, Presi-
dent Kennedy said “we intend

contributing diverse sources of
‘energy and imagination—mak-
ing it clear that the responsibil-

The President noted that life

ing. He said that no salaries
will he paid and allowances will
be at a level sufficient only to
maintain health and meet basic
needs.

“Men and women,” he said,
“will be expected to work and
live alongside the nationals of
the country in which they are
»sme 2:6
work, eating the same food,

" Bishop Kearney speaks to crowds at groundbreaking rite on ‘equal righ

Cardinal Mooney High School.

For Pastor
Of Clyde

(Continued from Page 1)

Mopsignors FEdward Ball and
John Duffy were deacons of
honor. Rev. John Dillon was
deacon and Rev. Fugene Me-
Farland, subdeacon.

Seiving the Mass were the
Rev. Fathers Francis Feeney,
John Healey, Walter Carron,
Ravmond Ringwood, Elmer Me-
Donaid, Thomas Statt and
James Russell.

ATHENDING the Mass were
the Rt Rev. Monsignors Wil-
fied  Craugh, Richard  Burns,
Lestic Whalen, John Ball, Wil-
llam  Naughton, Gernld Lam-
F.dward McQuaid, John
Randall, James Cuffney,
Charles Shay, Dennis Hickey,
Thomas Driscoll and the Very
Rev  Monsignors Joseph  Sulli-
van and Donald Cleary.

An additional 78  priests
joined parishioners in {illing St.
John's Church for the funeral

for Catholic school children. Below, he digs into dirt at Greece site of new
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The graceful styling of either group is relaxing to live with — retains
its charm throughout the years. Beautifully erafted in solid cherry with a
distressed fruitwood finish and accented by antiqued hrass hardware and

finements as completely finished drawer interiors. Each group contains

Use Sibley's Convenient Budget Account, sake months to pay

- +

delicately carved details. Construction is of the finest, including such re-

double dresser and mirror, chest and bed. Sibley’s Funiture, Fifth Floor &




