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~ Faith Spans Chasm
Of Divided Nation

By REV. ROBERT McNAMARA

The years 1961 to 1965 will mark the one-hundredth anniversary
of the American Civil War. Father McNamara, history professor at
St. Bernard’s Seminary, has done extensive research ta learn the role
taken by Catholics-in the war between the states. Following is the

first of many articles he will write for Courier Journal readers during

the centenary years.

One day during the American ¥
Civil War— I know not when— } g
at-a certain place in the war;;
zone — ] know not where—a'}
column of Union soldiers and a'!‘
column of Confederate soldiers, .
as the result of a temporaryl. °.
truce, marched past each otherl:

in opposite directions.

Suddenly one of the boys in
recognized one of the

blue

*

boys in grey. Breaking from his
Tanks, he “skized the hand of
Y., ~“the—Confederats, and the{wat

* had a momentary visit. Thén:
they departed with fheir ¢ols
umns, * to. become political en~

emies once more.

The two soldiers were name’d‘
O’Malley, and they were broth-
. brothers who had not
secn each other since the ﬁxhe
that their family, having friis]
migrated from- Ireland, had]
scattered over the United States’

ers ., .

of ante-bellum days.

I mention them here because-
they give a graphic answer to
the question: What side did!
American Catholics take in the; ,
o 3

Civil War? The answer,
course, is that Catholics, like
their fellow-Americans, were di-
vided, andvere ready to defend {
their separate causes even wlth
their blood.

We alt know that the War
was the result of many factors.
2 at. which

|

BISHOP JOHN TIMON
“North._cannot back out!

.

. {were not C
¢|the elimin

priest of Rochester,

lmen. ) w

dential” arrangement.

fense was admittedly an
50 much because he loved slav-

radicalism of the nofthern abo
litionists, who, like manf Naorth:

'racial problems of the south.!

'L think that
‘that the generality of our Amer

serving, hasty,

cause more damage than slav-

causing.

This Is not to say that there
olles who favored
of slavery. Fa

ther Michael Creedon, later a
. and one
Lijin eminently good standing, was
i|lecturing his fellow citizens as
carly as 1858 and 1851 om the
lncompatjblllty of slavery with
- {{Christian liberty.

i’ Nor do we mean to say, oh

the other hand, that there were
< even ne Catholip.
3 vho defended ~slav-

éry. Bishop Augustus M. Martin|
“of Nachitoches, Louisiana, even,
{procla(med slavery as a°“provl-

. Bishop Martin's vigorous de-
ex-
tfreme statement, provoked not

éry as because he detested the

erners today, oversimplified the
it can be said'

ijen Catholic bisheps, both above
¢ and below the
line, believed that while slavcry
was by no means worth preL
ill - considered
and revolutionary means of do-
t ing away with it could easily

Mason-Dixon

bl

D General William Tecumseh Sherman wnth a boﬁery mmed at A'Iunlu Georgnu, ‘in 1864, Askod fo ccmmom on one of his spectacular vldorits, he sdid, “qu ls ull holl "
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knee}

In a letter read

Family F

unday

Eathohc familigs of 4} ﬁh’e"‘ e twelve '@Iﬂy Rﬁchester Diocese- willi,

called the faithful to repeat “the beautift

ast

in parish churches ghis

'Regents

College Aid Plan

Albany — (RNS) — The New York State Board of
‘Regents has endorsed state aid to private colleges, in-
:cluding those which are church-related provided this
ery itself was at {hat maqment assistance can be given wnhout'

Iviolating Church-State separa-
lion.

Endorse

lschools was part of a 25-year

sparked the emotlon that en-
gendered the conflict—was the

v |
at the atutudes of Cathohcs in
the War itsclf, we should first glavery. “It is admitted by aj} ©f th
consider their attitudes towards[to be a great evil,” hee(sia]dy I?et estant denominations

question in the days an effectual mode of getting ously allowed their attitudes in
~Irid of it be pointed out, or let the matter to follow a like'dition of the separation

the slaverv
befote 1861.

Of course we must remember,
in looking into
oninions of Cathalics, that Cath-

olics in those days were still divided on the theoretical Justi‘l The Catholic* bishops were

lflablhty of domestic slavery as
much influence on contemno-,pmcmce(‘ here

too small a minority to exercise

rary American thought. In 1861

they constituted a .mere ten would have agreed with Carroll archy,

the pre- Wari

ton, a signer of the Declarahon
Indepomdence; made

Abolitionism, however, soon
passed over from the philan-

Although noting that about

J a-signifi-

cant statement on American

While American Catholxcs, in
th2 ver s which followed, were!

, it is prpbably

safe to say that most of them

thropic into the political. In the one-third of all college students Vovomber by 2 SPeCial commit-'
: itg

years just before the outbreak

incauti-

!gourse As -a_result, they at

length became tmﬂ"v’?ﬁ“m “state and federal conr

ed along political lines.
}

wfSer. When they met in the
First Plenary Council of Balti-
more in 1852, the Catholic hier-
representing both north

percent of the 30 millions of|that the institution. however and south, were .probably ex-

mslpractlcal was not ideal.

of the Cathohcs in the United
States lived in the northern
states. ' ’

During the decades 1840-1860
they were still less numerous,
and: .since so many of them
were newly afrived, impover-
immigrents, they were
gtill less influential.

In the 1830s a southern Cath-
‘ olic gentleman who did happen

* to be well known and influen-

tial, Charles Carroll of Carroll-

» '{Leading members of that prom-,

a
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A

-Abolitionism as a movement
exercised, it would seem, no
strong attraction upon Catho-
lics. We must not forget that
some of its leaders were ra.
tionalists and radicals of Eu-
ropean stamp, and that the
Church in Europe had suffered
much iat the hands of radieals
since the French, Révolution.
Nor should we expect Catholics
ito heed with enthusiasm such
abolitionists as the Beechers.

inent New England family were
just as strongly antl-Cathohc as
they were antx-slave

"Everynne lut& var, '

»

“|once were told. - -

Why then s Td we reull

the. ¢ragi€ era of Civil - War?

President’ Elsen]iower ‘bas
glven the mson. L

pected to conclude their public
sessions with some public state-
ment on the burning question.

“This they did not do.

They carefully omitted any
mention of slavery. If was not
because they had no opinions;
it was not because they were
not in d eement, personally.
But they were all agreed by
then on one thing. Abolition
ism had gone political, and it
lwas not-thefr business, as teach.
ers of religious truth, to pro-
‘nounce on political matters.

’Thus. it happened that when

out not over, the thorny issue of
slavery or non-slavery, but ever
the right to secede versus the
preservatmn of the union,, This
was an issue of pohucal im:
port, hence Catholics; hke other
Americans, were free in con-
science to rally to the one side

‘of the argumerit or the other.
we !

ere most Americans; Catho:l -
lics ‘tended fo cast their lof,
w;th e\rer—deepenmg comnctmn;
on the side which their district];
or- their state favored, whether|
that was northern or soutlfern,

The South fired on " Fort|
ter on AprxLlZ,’lSﬁl. Two

the war did break out, xt broke!

In~ the state attend sectarian

e Civil War, several Prot- SChOO]S the board emphasized!Rockefeller,
“responsibility to supporl

lits
and preserve the American tra:
of
Church and State as proclaimed

.sututions and as interpreted by
‘the. courts.”

“The Regents are firmly con-
vinced of the wisdom and
;soundness of this tradition,” the
‘board said, “and no plan which}

{violates this tradition will he
npproved by them.”

Fmancnal help to private col-,
leges, including denominational!

‘tion in the staie proposed last

Another of the committee's
recommendations, also endorsed
by the Board of Regents, was

dents pay at least $300 annual-
ly for tuition except in hard-
ship cases.

The board urged the forma-
tion*of a University of the City
of New York, which would con-
sist of the four municipal col-
leges — City, Hunter, Brook-
lyn and Queens — the three

community colleges and others
that might be established later.

Albany — (NC) —The

to .a law which ‘guarantees
public schooi pupils, startmg
next September.

The Evangelist defended the
legxslatmn whi¢h removes the
previous” obligatidn of parents
of nonpublic school pupils—to
appedl each year {o the local
pubhc school board for bus

rides: .

"The laﬁ,also extends from

of transportation to which each).
¢hild s enutléd. Coe

THE NEWSPAPEB said the

fact of ann—Cathohcxsmimﬂxtr
{2d up.in reports of a Ney York

; nty spech ‘of State Sem Dutton

Bias Charged
In Bus.Debate

has charged that anti-Catholicism is behind opposition}

1

ondary%ehom “Pri

eight to, ten miles thé distandef,,

Albany diocesan newspaper

tax-pald bus rides for non-

auspicé‘s"of the-Protestants and
Other Americans United for
Separation -of Church and State.

37,
ciation amd the State Assocta-
tion. of School Boards, both of P
whom oppose the',law-, “are as-
sociated with characters whose
defense of Church-State separ-
ation 15 dubious,”

“‘rransportahon cost is not a|Leo
bengefit to. a religwus or ptivate

school," it Baid, /1t is. an’ ald d

tightfully given ‘to' ehifidien A%

citizehs of the state as. & health)-
. and welfare éasure,” - ‘

ithat state and city college stu-lily

,‘%

An estlmateﬁ 200 000 w:ﬂ receive the Ble "sed Sacramenﬁ in the] ;
first diocesan-wide devotion of 1961, designated by Bishop Kearney as
a year to honor the Precious Blood of the Savior.
past Sunday, the Blshop g
ustom of the Family Qom-

munion.”

ing to the Rochester Diocese.

New Year.”
(Text of Letter, Page 4)

In the past 21 years the feast
has been a strong factor dnf

This yéar marks the 2t} :
annlversary of the annual prae| -
tice inaugurated by the Bish|’,
op in 1840 soon after his com.

In urging the people to re. *
ceive Holy Communion at thik| :
Sunday’'s Mass, the Bishop said] -
the devotion “will be an assur .*
ance of God's blessing in the|

Blshop Kearney -‘wag “at home” to- greet 2,500 S
visitors'to his East.Avenue residence Monday ¢
afternoon, to continue a custom he atarted 23 .1
years ago. Some of the visitors reported fwa
never missed a year* and some; young-couplu¢
newly marvied, said they were brought as .
babes in arms. by their parents whenﬂw ans
nual custom began. b

programs of pmﬁr and recep-
7U0n of the sacraments

RS,

Priests of the Dlocese testify
to “miracles of grace” worked
through the heart-warming ap-

families also continue the “Fam.

most of the others Sundays of
the Year,

organizations
country have since adopted the

day.

guest” at breakfast {ollowmg
the family Communion.

parish halls following Sunday
Masses, Miny parishes also|
schedule special ‘services Sun-
day. afternoon in observance of
the Holy Family feast. Parish
bulletins should be consulted
for detdils. . :

0

Easfman Cholr
'I'o Smg Mass

“gxuun -

peal of the annual rite. Many}

communion” devation on| f

Other dioceses and Catholic|
throughout _ the|

family observance of the feast!| :

A long standing tradition of
the feast is to pay.tribute to|-
“the queen of the home" by] "
making mother the “honored]:

Sevaral parishes have arrang-|—
ed to serve breakfasts in their| .

'l'he Eastman Polyphon
Chofr, directed hy Dr. M.
fied Bichsel, will sing the @
matie “Missz Secunda” by Hi
Lec Hassler and Vntoria’;




