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How Young Is too Young ToJdarry? 
By tfATHER JOHN I^THOMAB, S,J,_ 
- Assistant Protestor o f Sociology 

<. i t S^XoultJJMiversily 
Wow yqtinjj is tee young for 

hurriage? SevVral of the girls 
In my senior class are already 
engaged,, an$ most 0f u s jee l 
well be jrejdy for marriage 
bjr the time we graduate, Our 

-̂ parent «nd teachers keep 
telling i * to wsiiHyut why 
should we? We've been dating 

—for years'and feet-wa-'re old 
enoijgb- to know what * we 

^ wairfrtf a couple are IK love, 
why shouldn't they Kharry£ 

t^UEIER-JrOllsNAt." 
>VW«»y» Jinuary 29t19B04 

That'a » question many 
yqtmg cquple* ire aakmg, 

"Ruth, and it appears thatmost 
Of them aren't waiting for an 
answer. Although 'statistics 
•mce 1950 are somewhat 
tketchy, there is'mf«cient 
evidence to *h«w wiat the 
average age at first marriage 
Is atili dropping, 

_. TH^fARWr-marnajgtsjpurt, 
4J»rte4 some-twenty y,eara 

-ago. Between 1940 and 1955^ 
the average age at first jnar* 
riage for menv dronjpe*J 8 
years, or nearly as much as In 
the preceding- half century, 
While the average"Tfirat-mar.-

jriage age of women'deBlined 

Spiritual Starvation 

11 « m L T k " r r T " * " " ! For examp.Je.ltuU>, & i.» years, tha,t jsi about t w l c e ^ - ^ ^ y0lJ a M ^ m M n i o r 

in high school, you afavty that -jhtinuA ais In the preceding 
flfty~year«. Durlnr the past 
decade by fir the largest sin. 
*i* tfe^gtoup •oJE.-'girte -tnteb- -{'seaW* 
ing their iftst matrljfge naVfr-Uj^,^ 
b*e3f eightfte^yeaj olda. • :•, 

~ .3^*f i^«i : *ore . tban -oi»*'r 

e u O ! wery-aeveit'bWdef was 
MdeJCelghteeau . ^ 
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i p y have Amerieans start-
t~,»aTryiSg^ y ouTigW~thW 

; ^ / - •ny' -ojj».eJS»Jn, the; Western 
.world? âjgrA: are severiA Vei-
«on*r~Ecoa0jillp-> TOndtttotnr 
during «od; stnc*v?fofld Wai? 
fl hav| been boomin>A& the 

--^^WHticJiflKaayr^You^e ne>et.. 
~ bad it'*©- lOofrin-thls rosyc' 
~~^—-economic ^itiijtiorr, pwple-
**•< t cease to worry, tbout the fti-

.- • .•tiff*-.;, - ••* - -\"- y^^'; ."• 

— -:. thererlsWitoesaonworlc 
^. and greatfer attention is pjiid-
• to en>ying.llfe* Xo <juot*"Ut»' 

rr-'XHtptrtS; pjipjjari^intereitgit 
— th'iftiijg -frott' prodttctlon to 

consumption and the affective 
- aapettt of living,-Ar a result, 

marriage' (tnd the enjoyment 
of family Kfelfre Increaslng-

s IjrrQtirded as primary, India-
penaable sources of happiness 

. ffo everybody,: - - . hi • •' .. 

oer centjof theirTare Arauctniin 
badHns. 

*<* 
The Araucanlans are a -fall,: 

fdurdy, proud people ivnq.boa.st 
at' never bei|ia> oeiKrAiered by 
either-tha Conejuiitadors wv 
neighboring indtan. tribes, „ l l " 0 " ' * * ^ . * " * ' ? " *»".*! ^ 

More important, though 
closely related to this relax
ed, present-centered attitude, 
u the active promotion of 
widespread tojleratioa of early 

sm and many of y»uw class*, 
jmitej h*Yij taeiw iajfjMi:Hvg. 

, tATT&Oi 'liai b ^ 
com"ê *atheie g«heml' ii{ the 

.past two *fli*a4es( I?i othe*. 
w îrd*, - it s«eras^t»lt*n for 
«ranl«d- 'ih*t" teen -**e** 

should see t̂ to satisfy » good need4s4-cation-and training to madn-
outside the famlly.«circleriai4 

-Sn-|orm»"th*t; TeqjiiraiP^wrtlct* 

Sincu the. ma jorjly of Aftep-
ican-ieett agera rea'cl»>lih«rty, 
or the physic*! be|frn3nfsUM_ o{ aupportiatui family under 

TKStual maturity, rOughly be- ajnao.dfcrn wnditiont, - *Wle 
'twsien the.age«of l l au j j 1 * , l l -•-••-• •• •« . • 
i t is vitft feftdslajMhaJ o«nf 
current dating pattern* fljsolt 
Irt hWny of them lecbnilnir 
tnnptionally involve l̂ ait rela
tively early <*g*s, a» otir res* 
cent marriage statistic* show 

marriage was'the rule during 
>a ntaior p«rt of man's' hlfc 
tory, and »U1I Is1 In * good 
part of th«j world today,, 
" M[ew yarns* It .(•• -ytangt 

"Well, Ruth, It depeatds • • 
your; maturity and itkat Hfiml 

sltuatlfa wtUOT'lrliieh yea 
•wat lead yaur married Ufa, 
Marriage involves more ttu* 
the eajeysacar ef frleadcalp 
or companlaashle. 
' For the (Jhristiari it^repre-
aenti the djedlcstion of two 
persons who. are. in lov* to 
the 'service of lifew life: *wf 
all th*t Jjeariiuf-and rearing 
children under modern «<m-
•diUons wjuire. f a si»iyWr," 
4e?s developed;coijintriBt, p«o-
plsfliay marry young becatise; 
they have brewer-aeedt «iw> 
require much less; formal aduj 

tain i famtry,. 

lag^ _Jua«uui,OJ«r-eo»plii . _. 
* ' Jy devielopedrsoeiety requires 

much l o n g e r preparatioru 
^o*w^m«n^mwh« cJipahle 

yOung women should remem
ber that*thelr social and *>co-
nomlc.wewlire fer the rest of 
their Jivei depend*-primarily 
on thrmeri they marry« 

Hence lova is not enoagh, 
w ^ t ^ i i s i f f i ' iS±*55!f^S3?5M^; riagei Yoi|vare ready ior raaK 

riagft only when you ire *•»> 
^ared-to-sRttte {loim *«. the 
routine domestic tast oM>ea(r-
Ing and re»rlng .children; atnd 
have found a man who Is 
fully capable of sharing t|ik 
dedication with you, £'<&, 

- 1 . . ^ ' - ^ t * ^ 1 ' i i ' i i - ' . " n 

> ^tnh Indians 
Regamfaith 

Ne*»ifr — Some 5d® miles south of tb« capital city 
of ^anWgo, Chile» dwp in thje heart ofindun eotihtey; 

for the past several year* i t 
has been the borne oJSFatfcr 
Frederick J, flegariy, K.M., of 
Rast Orange), ISfJ,, who is prea-
eattly back en has first U«, fur
lough 

Father Hegarty'a frontier mis
sion parish,-oar I ldy of Car
men comprises .numerous tiny 
Tfllages scattered around Choi 
CSboL Approximately 11,000 
oeople inhabit the villages int To offset this rapid migration 

"Tnfsslon ternrory. Over"»TOdr^ff-HPfOperfy prei»re"1th* 

"When the Maryknoll Fathers 
first rode Into this "Wild West" 
setting in 1949 they found an 
area suffering from spiritual 
starvation because of long years 
without priests. 

^Tfcraiuh years »f pattest 
Madness and medial work the 

One ef the prime preMemw 
ftelast the young »ast«r--««sa«-
thlmjt that Is atfOttlasx meat «4 
Utla.^merka today — I s * 
aattshraemlaf ladwhial -»rrisa-! 
Hea. whtesi. h dntwsBsr Masay' 
rani people treat tfce slatnaa 
fana l(fe theraww ewj^v late; 
the hectic sad huttitatf life e>f, 
the elty, fer.whkh they are n*t 
prepared. 

people fpf 'Xfft great chingea 
they must face in a move from 
country to city living, lathe* 
Hegarty's parish, if tafctof part 
in a nationwide prograuti'called 
"Institute of Rural Ed«catlort.M 

and-keep-the people down en 
the farm-," says (fee so&apokemi 
young priest. 'TJhrowgiu the In
stitute program we h6p>tf to edu-> 
cate -thr~people tp the advan
tages of rural living *nd show 
them how: jthey cart improve 
their way of life. 

This is a re«l ^pian"Tihead* 
Maryksellew built up w p e t t $>&«* of Ihe Church here. 
assd esteem f»r.theX!lNwli aadf^l are antjclffttini »wbiema 
Ifa .priests,: ,Ta#>i: pregress i«|w«,jl0*Wof for hwacdiat^olttr 
C*ei CaVtV Js tenurkaWe, la. """" ' " 
tatfs rtmete frecatierjiad—1^ Wat 
• • l y epeaed t«r-fereltw settlers,, .., ^ ,.... „ - . - . „ • , •• . . . —to _ ~ • — .,-.•• 
wtthJa M.i&'iiBHrt^lH^^-f^W SjeniJiw-'They parUqlpate*. in s idsy lfarrl.n »UBt b^fts of a rt«Wfl,«mo«th;Ioni courses Ort CbtMlug 
reifary, eoiwewrrelfaie, irara-^'^n-J^ke *9\ J*ft U 6 F 

toil doctor anil an :— afe*a 

agricultural expert-are^ ached- In fddithjm the.lnst«at,e has 
uled ^-arrive tht?' week W* n $ * Program otllS minutes 
tahe up work at the Choi Choi:?'*tt6 ** "«*» a wee*: Jciitur-
roission. .•. ! in* so"**** m home economies; 

The present C l i n i c * ' t o t i r i B g ^ ' ^ ""* * T 

future of the without, sacrificing religious 

m«.J» » « ^ < » ^ P l ^ . . 1 ^ P » ^ f t | « ^ ^ • 

* " * - < i 

mw 

am® 
New Y a r h ^ <RN5) *. i ^ ^ . 

ing Protestant, .Catholic and 
JcMsh reiigtous educatorl hall. 
«d current sTadfjt of xaqi»i_ and 

ih lesson mlferials 
. .^ , . i foopsasa means 

,f edtnSfg intergro»p-teiis|«rts,i long conference on **Jte)|gioas 
BduVsstion »nd"lnter«roup Re-
sponMbmty'1' sponsored by the 
Amescart Jetishi 6aramlttee*s 
IS&mMJSmm -jWalfenav 

Dr, henaejf, eemmeairag aa 
Fw'iesiaat <exi't̂ Ciiai($iif* **W(lJ** 
itfrnuhta »»u-Jewlsli. prejij-
m&* said that eswa where j»t 
earjilicK they »^jsdttl»V «3iirl*. 
Ilaas *.•*., far...**, .negative att't 
tude iewarat lewa^ -

m"ir^eK«cdf how«ver» that 
while Cfirlatiatl t«a.chlnf ma-
tprialf cofttailft these elemente 
^hriWittlly jrtivides ilpoiFeriuJ 
'"""'" " atisewliitw.^ - -

that whllo *iWa|e*''-of plrejtt 
dice' -ejsdslt to some de'grefe i a 
pr»pe«!ly--*ll..inirric«l«, isotfi 
GhrktlanUy wd m»iin\rive 
bflllt-in ffmeales* which, if *p» 
piled.hy adherent* of e«c|,-<an 

to the^ il.OOO l?«Jl» in;.thetWsticabou^Jie 
area. 
i f e s p u . ,—T, _ . , . . .„. . _ 
saya Father Hetarty,. " J # e people ^^htMeyentual 

W m ^ W M ^ S ^ ^ ^ th, ed^ion , ! . « « * * & . 

ital.with^oneBritiah^urae/oh* ̂ J^w *"^^'^^!?® ' 'R ead ing paper;* presenting 

ymmg Jersey priest points;.ojfeH*penfwt ^ ^ w ^ l A l„ett of Union fhwlogieil Sent-
With the help of several-larget'",«B--the credit "»lte Of the, imry herer tJte-*ev, ^p.?ldUR» 
Aweritan ^»armaceutic*l[ e«m- lodttr., Father, Hegsrty point* Campiefl, S,* t «w«iat^editer 
panic*-who have geftewusly.te the native' Chlleant jclprgjr- of- America, national Jesuit 
a 2 ? l ! & i ? f t ! ? * 1** ^ ^ " J K e y »^. «ceUefty'he sayt weekly; and Rabbi Arthur 

lift- ^ a ' » « • tkit f * ' ^ *. i^-j* ^ . T*J 

tit-Hfespfcuvs viewpoii 
i edttcatioBiil .caniculi 

ttudies were »«tn John IX.^m-

* Set 
**ri»y City *-',(NCJ — A 

ireateent center for children' 

aM thec^gr o| Meouieef 
urged eatholfeito sWsttor an 
*9&&&*H*toA Merest in 
h^th«h# new aM »i« Idea* of 
oth*rt;'".l.»d to .each** hotti 
^awOcisflr m *UW*t*ft 
im* 5** ch««hfi doctrinal in.' 
teirity, hfegtresiedrWtitstbarwr*. 
served wlthJn/tii'i itmtwmilt of 
America's cultuwlly plftraj 
aoeiety. -

*sw?sh renii«rtjt ttxtbool* r * " 
veil ^letttaliy »e n«g*ti»« .. 
pv«*tr«Httr«jttf i3lirWiaii«y( 
wately hetaUiw Ihty say; SttJUt-^ 
about ChriWiaalO^-Se noted. 
that- whilt ^o« Chri«tittlty «t 
retatftmahip to JudaWn te ^i} 
fundamental doctrinal xmm&ik™; 

$ eoneeWfr-1|-~." 

i-.— . ** 5 

with rheumatoW wttritit w l t l & i * ^ 1 * ^ H ( k „ • 41tmi be eatl|bHslltd, art^he-^rscy !3§w?$t„*r4iJ^JJ£$ 
City Medical Center in «sftibBK -yjth,>'*fhmrily WHJEJ sltltwKi 

tWSWTS&S-^*n ¥nl- w*|**h*«}w iijiitadi- of*m^~-
Venity wlle|» of «tedScir»e, » * thitt*4«p«rs, wera' baaad 

^ ' .. -• . '1 . . ' * ^ cuwint independtnt «.. . 
SDHMribd^jtat.fin* of JU search iufd|*ct« hy IWMatimt, 

kind in the country, the treat- Cal»B%„iiid Jmm ycDgtew--
ihent -center wilt open FeS, i efducatots at Yilo.. Dlfttiitt. 
with fundit -provtdtd to t^ap. mm?. ^^••»avfar^n«;» S l -
l^ofth*Ka«oiiaI.?oaiida«ottEo l«i, ,<jfo4 Untvttrtlty. atfd 
March.-of JimeoV-to Hudion, ©ropsje Colleie," 3^U»dli|Wi, 
Kat^e«.ia4JBf.r«ew CouaUas.'- litspeetivily. ' -
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