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. {The tollowing thoughts =re
suggested by observance of
1959 as World Retugee Year.)

{ By FATHER ATWELL

The Christmas story in
Scripture tells more than just |
that Jesus was born in a st
ble at Bethlehem.

The Infant adored by %the
humble shepherds #nd
weglthy wise men was bod
“ta be the Man 6f Sorrows and
the shadow of the cross.looan.
ed over even His cradle.

No sooner had the wise men .
come looking forthenewboxn |
king of the Jews than biugal,
Herod 15?6;;& His edict to Il |
all the baby buoy¥in the Beth.
lehem area. He wanted no
rival and he already had a |
réputation for cruelty sosiore
blood on his conscience wordd
not deter him,

- God had not sent His Son
into the world to be a vickim

¥ -

Egypt had long been the
traditional land of refuge for
persecuted Jews so the Holy
Famx:$ly could find compatriots |

In-tdaeir exile by the Nile.

Thee three fugitives headed
foward the still- famouy. Gaza

gy — the no-miai’s lind
liired by neighboring -
‘lions: since the dawn of his
ity and tver infested b
toarsse brigands. -

A Fegend, and:onlya logend;
tlells  how the Holy Family
" wag <aptured‘by robbers whe,
{akireg pity on their poverty,
\{ed them and sent them safe-
y.ox their way, X-was in-
tiitadie that wne of these
Ahgriable Dandite shotid
tomex in figd fHe "peritent;
' thief on Golgatha. ‘

History, however, is less
poetie than legend. The jour-
noy Erom Palestine to Egypt
wis 3 two week, exhausting
trip @eross 4 sea of sand where

st soon, however. An angsl-
came to Joseph fn a drezmn.
vislon and told him, “Arise,
and take the child and His

Mozsuments and Markers for
Holy Sn}:ulchre. The tetter
WAy B chioosé a’motinment is
to seer our Indopr display, You

mother, and flee into Egypt,
and remain there until I cell
thse.” l

will seppreciate odr noagent

not a bush nor a blade of
grass nor even a stone could
be seen.

Hardened Rowmin soldiers
preferred  outright war to
crossing thiy wisteland.

"The tht%%i?g:y%m with
their litfla: donl had to
drag themselvés aver the sift-

ing xands in the torrid dry
heat of theday and sleep in
‘degolate darkness at night —
always Tearing Herod’s troops
wottld track them down even
in thelr flight.

Every fatiguing step fook
o farther from home but
to safely and thése
Ve Yecome Tor all

,centuries ¥n exninple and a
promise that ypatient hope
shall have its reward.

At Pelusium, the gateway to
Egypt, there weéle peaple and
fresh supplies and comfort-
able Iod’giﬁ‘gsi ahd the gold
brought by ‘the wise men
mulsit have now served them
well,

The Gospels tell us noth.
ing about {he place or the

pian. “TROTT BROS., 1180 MI,
Hope. GR 8 . $27L — Adv, .
S

- Tenpth of tife the Holy) Fam-
fly stayed i Egypt &If
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- blood. He started to decay and

Alfhough §

by e o e e

Scripture scholars tell us the
exile was brief — certainly
less thanw a year.

-» Herod’s aftempt to kill the
Christ Child was one of his
last crimes. God's patience
was ekhausted.

A strange malady, which
everyone recognized a§ heav-
en-sent, attacked the old king.
An internal fire with no ex-
ternal rise in temperature de-
voured him. His intestines be-
came ulcerated, every muscle
ached, his body swelled and
became covered with oozing

breed worms. He was, while
yet Mive(.‘ & putrefving corpse.

His las{ decree was to or
der the execufion of thd son
destined to siececd him and
he followed this final victim .
in death five days later. This
was only 4 few months after
Joseph and Mary. had taken
the Infant Saviour to safety
in the land of the pyratmitis:
and sphinxes.

Once again the angel ap-
peared to Joseph and told
bhim, *“Arise, and take the
chiid-and his mother, and go

v

The year 1960 will be

Diocese bf Rochester with

today.

A letter from the Bishop will
be read at all Masses in parish
churches this Sunday urging the

of His infinite love for all.

THE BISHOP pointed out the
deepening of spiritual life as a
result of the Lourdes Centenary
Year (1938), the diocesan Bu.
charistic Year (1959) and ex-
pressed his hope the 1960 pro-
gram will win “the special bless.
1g of the Sacred Heart of
esus” for the entire Diocese,

He has authorized an evening
Mass every Friday in all parish
churches to enable Catholics to
attend Mass more conveniently
on the day traditionally set
aside for Sacred Heart devo-
tions.

He also pointed out that the
world-wide Apostleship of Pray-
er has stated Pope John's re-
quest for prayers during Janu-
ary to be offered for “religious
unity -through devotion to the
Saered Heart.”

Bishop Kearney will inaugur-
ate the year's program at two
special Masses In St. Joseph's
Church, Rochester.

He will offer 2 New Year's
Day Mass there at 9 am. for
the St. Monica's Sodality — a
group whose members are moth.
ers of priests and seminarians.
The seminarjans, on vacation at
this time, will accompany their
mothers to the Bishop's Mass
fnaugurating the Sacred Heart
Year.

On Sunday, Jan. 3, the Bish-
op will offer the annual Holy
Name Society Mass at St. Jo-
seph's Church at 10:30 am.,
Jesuit Father Thomas O'Day,
national director of the Apos.
tieship of Prayer (also known
as the League of the Sacred
Heart) will preach at the Dia»
logue Mass,

Pastors of the 150 parishes of
the 12 county Rochester Dioccse
will arrange special rites
to spur devotion to our Lord's
Sacred Heart.

Mother Seton

Now Titled
Venerable

Vatican Cily — (RNS) — A
decres conferring the title of
Venerable on Mother Elizabeth
Seton, 19th century New York-
born nun, was read at a cere-
mony in the Consistorial Hall
of the Vatican Palace attended
by Pope John XXIII and a
group of ‘cardinals, three of
them Americans. This is an im-
portant step toward beatifica-
tion and eventual canonization.

The decrce was read three
days after a general session of
the Sacred Congregation of
Rites had. affirmed the heroic
virtues of Mother Scton, who
may become ‘the first U-S.-born
cantnized saint.

THE POPE expressed the
wish that Mother Seton will one
day be honored as a special pa-
troness of the United States.

“And may Jesus,” he added,
“grant that the message of these
two flowers of sanctity, orna-
ménts of their people, brifig the
new generations to a deeper re-
spect for their Christian
duties.”

Following the public reading
of the decree, the cause of

marked throughout the 3%

special devotions hohoring }
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, i
Bishop Kearney apnounced };

fajthful to intensify their devo- §
tion to the diocesan Patron, the
Saviour’s Sacréd Heart, symboi &

w k w ) LR P2
Bix‘shop Kearney at his Chancery desk beneath the blessing of the Sacred
. He#art of Jesus.

¥ i
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‘Chrisimqs Gruﬁng; .
From Bishop Kearney

LA

My dear Peéble:
May I extend to all of you my best wishes for a Merry Christmas.

I am sure that the Infant Jesus, to Whom you have given so much
devotion during this year as He rested in the manger of your taberhacles,
}\1vill raise His hands in special benediction on you, your family and your

ome. B

As for the New Year, may it have, every moment of it, the special

blessing of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,

We have had “Our Lady’'s Year” in 1958, the centenary of Lourdes;
our “Blessed Sacrament Year” is about to end; and with Ged's help, now we
begin the “Year of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.”

We know from a special Divine Revelation how pleasing to Our Lord
is the devotion to His Sacred Heart; we are well aware of the many blessin
He has promised to those devoted to His Sacred Heart; and the fact that the
Diocese of Rochester is dedicated to the Sacred Heart in a very special way
makes z “Year of the Sacred Heart” deeply significant to the diocese.

May I call upon you, then, my dear people, to sanctify the New Year
1960 by making it a year of special and intense devotion to the Sacred Heart
of our Saviour, a year of prayer of reparation for the sins of the world and
for the neglect of His most loving Heart. Let the intensity of our devotion
atone for the disregard of Christ and His teachings.

During 1980, ‘permission is granted for an evening Mass in every -
Church on évery Friday of the year, the Mass to be followed by the recita-
tion of the Litany -of the Sacred Heart and an Act of Reparation td' the
' Sécred Heart, ' ‘

. May I ask that every man, woman, and child share in this effort to
sanctify the new year by tggrsgnal devation to the Heart of our Divine Lord.
The many graces which that Divine Heart is only too ready to shower upon
those who seek them, will make 1960 for all.of you a Happy New Year; and
that is the'blessing wished for all of yoie by ‘

v
Yout devoted Shépheg& in Chris '

- f
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Bishop of Rochester,

- -

Mother Seton will be continued
with an eéxamination of miracles
attribuled to intercession. Au-

required before the final title
of Blessed is issued in a beatifi-
cation cause.

Mother Seton, whose cause
was introduced at the Vatican in
1940, was born in 1774, the
granddaughter of a Protestant
Episcopal clergyman. She was
converted 1o Catholicism  in
1805 following the death of her
husband, William Seton. She
died in) 1821,

. FOR THE GRAVES of your
Toved anes.nneady'now are
Eiergreen Blankets, Sprays,
Wreaths, Bonquefs which will
wep all winter. Open dally
11 9 P, Sunday 'til noon.
¥ree Parking. BLANCHARD
Flﬂﬂlgfl"', 5% Lake Ave, BA.

(Cottinued on page 2).
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thentication of two miracles is; The Smiour

“7|To Be Aided

The appeal made in the

Se;g o ;
Inside

A Christmas Gift for the

Saviour? . w  |[Couridr Journal to help Roches-
. 4 Christmas Jter Catholic Charities provide

It is, you know, His birthday Mass On 1Chrispmas baskets for the poor
and this has been, throughout 138, Wn has had “most gratifying re-
the Rochester Diocese, the Eu- -l-'vl Radio. gults,” I»‘aﬁ'xer Dopald Muicahy,
charistic Year. = a Charities’ official, said today.
Why not give td the Babe of See front page Over 500 families will be aid-

Bethlehem your firm resolve to
assist at Holy Mass dail¥, to re-
ceive Holy Communion morel

ed as a result of these contribu-

of second seclion ‘
tions, he stated,

)

frequently and to propose this _Review of Contributions of any amount
program to your friends and as- i may still be made fo the Catho-
sociates? the Year lic Charities Chn;tmas F‘un;l.
; 30 Chestnut St., Rochester 4,

These suggestions were made Page 2

N. Y.
iby Harold J. Coleman, promeoter o

of the Daily Mass League which| -
inow counts members in 31

Moscow, City 6ranxe Biossom Dizmond

stales and 8 foreign countries. of Gloom Rings. Terms. Willlam 8,
League headquarters are at 101 . Thorne Jeweler, 313 Main St
Pleasant St., Rochester, Page 4 Esst. — Adv, -
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