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‘Control’ Widens L

Churches Rift

:”" 'the birth control issue has widened the chism
_ :already dividing Catholics and Protestants in America.

Following the U.S. Catholic Bishops' statement at
Aheir November meeting in which they “struck out
*ggainst propased federal funds for artificial birth con-
_trol programs, especially in underdeveloped countries,
,Spokesmen with other opinions promptly voiced their
. views, N

, Widely quoted in the secular press was ex-Catholic,
..currently an Episcopalian, Bishop James A. Pike of
- California. He added to the moral issue a political
! angle by asking if Catholics in governmental positions
» are bound to the Church’s stand on the matter.

.' He also pointed out that man Catholics disregard
, the Church's opposition to artificial birth control and

: practice in their own lives what the Church brands as:

+ sinful,

Divid Lawrence in his syndicated .column this

" week expressed his regret that Dr. Pike turned the de-
* bate into a political hassle. Lawrence pointed out that
Cathollc leaders did not do the same when some Prot-

- estant groups recently urged recognition of Red China.
' Thus far Protestant candidates have not been queried
+ if they will determine their political policies on the

. . basis of these Protestant groups’ recommmendations.

Repolrters -were quick, howevef, to follow Dr.
Pike’s suggestion, and S)lied prospective candidates for
gext year's presidential racé with birth control qués-

. uons, - aa

. There is o point in our attempting to answer Dr.
» Pike in this column. The Catholic Church’s position has
. been stated by competent th%)logians and by the popes
* themstlves why artificial , hirth control iz morally
i wrong.

< “We regretfully adinit that'some Catholics do fall
to follow the Church’s guidance in this delicate sub-
ect. We- are also acutely aware. that nét only Catho-
ies but Christians of other denominations violate not
. Qp,ly this moral aw but, unfortunately, others as well.

Sin has been quite universal and consistent in
+ human history. No denomination to our. knowledge has
; been preserved immune from it.

This is the first time, however, that we have ever
; heard of a religious leader urging a church to change
§ its ideals simply because some of its members fail to
* achieve them. On this basis, churches would afl soon
¢ be in line to approve theft, adultery, deceit and the
; l‘:rl}gle litany of perversity and weakness which flesh is
7 heir to,

' We were of the opinion that the rale of peligion
Is to tell men what they should do, not applaud them
in their errors. | ‘ :

. Dr. Pike is- not alone in this unforfuiiite process
, of-surrender fo a skidding moral standard. A glance at
i the Nistory of the Anglican tradition, with which the

Us. Eplscn&alian group is linked, reveals a complete

reversal within the past fifty years.

' At the Lambeth Conference in 1908 and 1928,
» Anglican prelates denounced artificial contraception

TP LI TIUA W

¢
14
!
3
!

outright, In 1930, the Conference adopted a “grudging- .
Witk Am

{1y permigsive’ attitude and Tast year, “with -American
. prelates approving, the Conference endorséd as
* “morally acceptable” what it ruled out in 1808. -

) 1t is_also interesqug to recall that Episcopalian
. Bishop Charles Brent of Buffalo in a 1926 sermon at
' Rochester’s Christ Chutch on East Avenue termed

+_hirth control propaganda’ “‘damnable.”

¢  This week Dr. Richard M, I“\agley of New York, an
officer of the Commission of Churches on International

&flfairs, admitted the majority of Non-Catholic -

urches now hold a’ position opposite to the Catholic
Church on the birth control question although a gener-
ation ago they wostly all agreed- with; the Catholic
sand. . 0 U0t -

‘Apirct: fromethe moral fssue involved, we ean't
undersiand ‘why otherwise reasomable people panic
inte the bir{h control solution as soon as the “popula-
tion explasion” 1s mentioned.

Gilbért K. Chesterton once commented that if he
had fiva boys and fnun;:? he certainly would not lop
off one of the boy's heads but rather would purchase
an additional'hat. e & T
We tho’u%ht
ent day trafflc jams — why not dig a big hole, with
federal funds, drive in all new models and, as antique
vintage cars wear out, the highways will be roomy
enough for the surviving autos. Quite obviously this
ridiculous notion would never win a vote in its favor;
the unavoidable remedy is to build more and wider
roads.

But then when serious minds start to ponder how
to solve the needs of starving, overcrowded people, the
impetuous answer is, “Eliminate the excess people.”
All the while, we store up or plow under surplus food
sugplies and build faster planies o span the vast, unin- .
habited areas of thij nation. :

Dr. Pike, we are confident, is both wise and learned
enough to realize America’s Catholic Bishops issued
their statetnent aftét-sincere prayer and counsel from
compgfent authorities. The population problem, the
birtgjfgagx,ti'ol yuestion and other issues of our times
willyheét be-solved not by debate or side-taking but,
we jFe:onvinced, by fidelity to God’s law and wise use
(g,‘gﬁ::ﬁdant resources alteady available, -

B -

rolling dowti-a Georgia high-
way: “This tiuek has been in
- wight acciderits and Tin't lost
‘ny.u“ . ,

® A snall bey was dolefully
_ practicing hix piano lessons

when & 3alesmian knocked at
the door. “Good morning,
gonny,” the mian said bright-
1y. “It your mother at home?”

“What do ybu think?” was
the boy’s giime response.

".® Look befors you lip.
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his example could be updated-to pres: -

@-:suu“'in » Battered truck,
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Pépe's Big Work

f'rlday. Dime_mper 4, 1959 FI‘ eedpm (Il!d Fﬂ,ﬂﬁe "

The Catholic Hlnl‘txﬁk of the

Unlted States at the close of
thelr sonusl meeting here,
Noy. 18-E9, issued & stalement
Mtied. “Freedom and Pace.”
Fu}lowlng are excerpis from
that statement,

e
! ¢

With the hope that it will
be of service to readers, allow

me 10 give a brief report on-
the status  of Pope John's

movement for better undep-
standing’ among  Christians,

and for their eventual re-
‘unlon. "

.. ‘To begin witl; the Holy Fa-

‘thér—wants to eliminate hu- -

man fallings which might tend
to keep any one from seeing
the Faitl for what it really
is, in” all its supernatural at-
tractiveness. :

Pope John expressed this
desire by saying that he
wishex to present the Church
to the world “without spot or
wrinkle,” as the scriptural
phrase goes, The first step is
the synod in the diocese of
Rome. .

THIS WILL BEGIN, the
pope has announced, Jan. 25
next ~ the feast of the con-
version of St. Paul, and the
findl day of the yearly Chair
of Unity Octave of. Prayer for

‘ reunion of Christians.

Selection of this date gives
every one a chance to make a
real contribution by taking

ait with special fervor in the

hair of Unity Octave, which
opens Jan. 18, the feast of St.
Petor's Chair at Rome.

W6 can do our part also Ey
learning from Pope John the
gentleness and love — the un-
assuming love — which we
should have for our fellow-
mén, especially for those who
like us are believers in Christ.

OUT OF THE great heart
of him, Pope John voiced this
love and gentleness .in beau-
tiful words when he referred
to Christians not united with
Rome as “those peoples who
under different names carry

‘the sign of Christ on their

forehead.”

The purpose of the Rome
synod i8 to renew the spiritu-
al, moral and religious life of
the Rome diocese, removing
ingofar as possible every
stumbling-block between the
see of Peter and "others who
carry the sign of Christ.”

“’Thir 1t the primary objere

-tive also of the world coun-
eil of the Chyrch, the date
for which has not yet been
fixed because preliminary ar-
rangements are still being
made. -

CONCERNING the council, -

there was a perplexing prob-
lem #bout inviting porsons of
other denominations. If invi-
tations were issued, to whom
should they go, and how could
selections be made without
offending any one?

The only possible solution,
it seems to me, was chosen.
Domenico Cardinal Tardini,
Vatican secretary of state,

.said the Church will anounce

that it expects whoever wishes
to attend as an observer to
do so. :

“Weare Jetting them
know,” he said, “that they are
welcome anjl thafithey will be
treated with due kindness and
every possible regard . : .
We look on them as brothers
because ‘they are zlso the sons
of God.”

THIS METHOD, Cardinal
Tardini remarked, wili obviate
“an unwelcome form of in-
sistence.” Those present from
other denominations will have
“opportunity to make known
their views through personal
contacts.” . .

No longer will there be the
problem of dealing with repre- -
sentatives of governments, as -
at other counclls of the
Church. Cardinal Tardin{ put
the matter in this way:

“This time we shall do #
alone. Tintes have changed.
At one time, communications
Also depended on princes.
But today the Church can
move freely. The participation

of héads of states would cre- |

ate a somewhat comic effect.”

Whethér “5izhops from iron
curtain countries will be al.
lowed by their governments
to attend is not known. Every
effort at least will be made to
keep them informed. )

Bishops. all over the world -
are atked to suggest Subjects
for consideration.: More than
1,600 responses already have
come in,
catalogued.‘

="
Fimlly, & principal concert -
of the council will be the posi-
tion of the laity in'the Church,
in view of the importance they
have come ‘to have fi ¥ or
ganized life. K
- o

o A {hird-grade teacher fold
her class that everyene should
always try to contribute to
the happiness of others, Next
day she asked if any child
had. brought happiness to
someone during the last 24
hours.

¢ did, Sister,” volunteered

.ited my Aunt Jane, and when
1 16ft she was very happy.”

o a little girl sitting up in front.
3& “Yestérday after schoo! I vis-
)

and- are’ being

sothns s

“

. All the world craves peace,
Without freedom under God
for every man and for every
nation there can be no peace.

On his recent visit 10 our
¢count ry the Comminist
spokesnian took every oppor-

* tumity’ to, compare unfivor-

ably, c1g§tal§sm"*wlth» <connai-
‘nissn n” their ecompmie
aspects, This Ik not the basic
issue, |, - v .

‘Ehe cholce that nxen and
ntions musi make today t he-
tveen freedom and coercon.

Such words as “demacracy,”
“republic” *peace,” and
“fritendship” are words to
which the Western world is
long accustomed. These words
have been taken into lheir
current voecabulary by thepro-

“ponents of communism.

But while we may wuse the

same words, we are not speak-"

ing the same languaze Ry
“peace” the communist means
submissiom (o his prognam.
By “friendship” he memns the
acceptance on the parl of
others of his formula for co~
existence,

Freedom is not the projuet
of any political or spcial sys-
tem: it i man's natural birth-
right, and, in the words of
Pope Leo XIII, “the highest
of mans natural endow-
ments.”

This freedom- under God
permxits man to use his facul-
ties for his own just benefit
and for the service of his fel-
low man in accordance yith
the law of God. Furthermore,
to protect the freedom and
rights of its citizens, each na-
tion has the right to be free.

Ours is a tradition of free-
dom under God with Fuslice
and charity for all. It seems
oppoxtuns to emphasize the
importance of this heritage of
frecdom. In it lies the moral
strength that makes the con-
tribution of America to the
world's rebuilding unique and
distinctive.

Peace, s demonsirated by
eur mation's experience, resis:
-on _disclplimed freefrecim
with its attendant wirtues.
True peace for mtioms as
well as for individuals comes
from juat}ce, from charlly,
from the faithful observance
of the moral law.

The might or arms can do
no more f{or peace than to dis-
couragp aggressors that re
bellléent. Pacls and trealies
can bring at Qest an umncasy
truce, - restriaining an optn
hostitity wi thou t achieving
friendship or understanding.
Not even international organi-
zations and international law,
essential as they are for or-
der in the world, can bring
about world peace.

Fundamentally, that peace
depenads on the acceptance by
mon and nations of a Fixed,
unchangeable, universal moral
law.

We would recognize that the
chiel obstacles to peace are
the olastacles to real freedom.
First among the maim ob-
stacles to pesce and freedom

.in our present world s ob-

viousty world communisam,

Communists do indeed preach

peace and{reedom and preach
it incessantly; their actions,
however, belie their word.
They stir up hatred and mis
trust. They reopen the old
wounds of people who Mhad
real .grievances in the days
when they were subject to
Jlien rule. While they them-
selves enslave whole nations
over whom they have no
shadow of claim, they selze
wherever possible, upon eco-
nomic and racial injustice o
incite class warfare and vio-
lent revolution.

Thus the communist world
poses a t{wofold threat 1o
peace: first, that of militmy
aggression of which the enore

. «recent instamces continue o

exemplify both Futhlessnis
and perfily; secondly, the
widespread sowing of  the
seed of halred within nations
and among niations. To mneot
this canstant threat to peice
is the. free world's greatest
Problexit.

A second obsiacle to pece
-and: freedon, personal ane mr-
fiomal, 18 the spirit of exces
sive natlonsdism. The werld
‘Wide migvément toward Ende
pendemes 1§ ltself good and
Taudshie, ?nt we rejolce tht
many- matlons formerly  sub.
Jected to externyl control moy

ide thelf own desiinies,

But all {¢o offen a morbid
precccupation with payt
grievanptes arouses a spirlt
of revenge that defrauds cer
tain minorities of freecdom
and obstructs the clear vision
of the constructive and peace
ful paths that lead to national
greatuess.

A (Hird obstacle (o free
dom and peace Is found im the
inhuman conditions that pre
vail amaong so many mitkioms
of the world’s population.

Poverty, htxnzer.' diseass

v en B
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t In Your Chrishmas

Chicago — These three posters are fypical of 12 by 25 foat billboard mres
siges to be displayed atross the natiom to emph
Christmas. Churches, civic and business groups have made the posters an
annual project since the Outdoor Adwertising Assoclation commissiomed
famed artist Edward Volkert to make thxe designs in 1913. (RNS Photo)

and the bitterness engender-
ed Dy social injustice is their

cormmon lot. Embittered by
the contrast between their
owra wretchedness and the
wealth of the rich and power-
ful in their own lanils, and be-
iween the nations, they are
ripe for exploitation by both
the communists and the ex.
{remne nationalists,

Nor can we be unmindful
of the plight of the millions
of refugees whose; present
statzs is a challerfge to all
who believe In freedom and

peace. Victims of folalitarian
tyranny, deprived of famlly,
of homeland, of liberty itsolf,
they pose no €hreat to the
pexce - xnd secwiity of any
land that may be their haven.
But continued mpathy (o the
prablem of their resettlement
is a reproarh to the consci-
ence of the [ree world.

We must akso recognize
that conditions mt kome which
threaten our merml (ntegrily
seriously threslen the cause
of freedom and peace.

Our-sttention iy directed to

the true meaning of

the subversive and evil forees
that oy undermine the moxal
‘strength of the nation. Chief
among these currently mre
racial injustice, laxily in hozne
iife and discipline, preoccupa-
tion with the sensual, selfish-
ness angd self-seeking in exo-
nomic life, and the excessive
desire for wealth and ecase.

Reverence for God's lmw,
the keeping of His commarad-
ments, the practice of sell-xe-
straint, of justice and charity
will ycontribute beyond meas-
ure to the sfrength and unity
of our country, whicth are s0

Council Takes Shape

By LUCIANO CASIMIRRI

Vatican City — (NC) — Five men working quiet-
3' En a 10-room office are laying the important foun-
ations of the Second Vatican Council.

The five men form the secretariat af the Pon-
tifical Antepreparatory Commission of the Council.

THhey are headed by Msgr.
Pericle Felicl, secretary of the
comxnission, who works in
constant snd close collabora-
tlon with Domenico Cardinal
Tardini, Vatican Secretary of

State._

Basically, the function of
this secretariat Is to do the
mmde wark In" gathering,
cassifying and synthesizing
the wecomemendations of the
vorkel's bishops for matters to
bt econsidered during the
coumcil,

This monumental task is
beingz performed with incred-

‘jbly simple means. Invitations

are sent out by Cardinal Tar-
dini~ to the bishops - asking
themz to express their opin-
lons on questions the ‘cauncil
shouZd corzsider.

~Theere areano questionnaires.

“The Dlshops write freely, The

bisheps' replies<are photostat-
ed, the letters are filed, the
photostats are gut and then
classEfled according to subject
natter,

_The scente of this operation

15 oz the third floor of one
of the new buildings built fo
house the Ronran congrega-
tions which stand just before
the entrance to St Peter's
Squaxe, Inside the office one
is struck by the great silence
that predorninates in contrast
to the bustiing metivity.

Rarely does one hear the
sounck of a typewriter. This Is
hecawese the bulk of the work
consisty im a studying and
chssification of the contients
of letiers.

The bishops' letters, written
for the most part in Latin,
number about 2,000 so far.
Anothrer 700 bishops are still
to be heard from. In the
spring of 1960 another group
of letters will come from the
theological universities which
have been asked to express
thelr opirxions. About the
smme tims the internal com:

nissions of the 12 Romsan-

congregations will also sub-
mit their suggeszions.

The entire wozxk Is expect
ed to result in 2 pandrama of
opinions and suggestioms. An
analysis of them will provide
material then for the prepar-
atory commissiomes which will
organize and develap specific
categories of quesilons.

It is not yel known how
long this office wil1 operate,

Daily Mass
Calendar

Sunday, Det, §—3Second Sun.
day of Advemt (purple),
Creed, Trinity Prefaces

Mon&ay, Dec. 7—§t Ambrose
(white), Glorla. 2nd prayer

+e> of Supday, Creed.» o

Tuesday, Déc. §—Iiamacuiate
Conception of e Blessed
Virgin Mary (-white), Glo-
ria, 2nd prayer of Sunday,
Creed, Preface ©f our Lady.

Wednesday through  Satur-
day, Dec. 9 'twrough 19—
Mass s Sunday except no
‘Creed, conmom _ preface,
and Z2nd prayer, Thursday,
of St. Melchiades, and Fri-
day, of St Dammsus; VR.

VR—Vuotive or Nequiem per-
mitted,

Oil Stocks

For Missions

New York — When Mary-
knoll's Father QRobert J.
Ledogar was asked by friends
what gift he wozld like for
ordination, he suggested a
pair of oll stocks — the small

vessels in which last rites oils’

are kepl.

~ He was spechless when the
gift. arrived — twwo shares of
Standard Oil of Now Jersey,

- &

but it is almost certain to
continue to function until the
summer of 1980 When &ts
work is done, the office will
be replaced by the Prepara-
tory Comimnission, a more corn-
plex organization. Priests of
many countries will parlicl
pate in the work of its vari
ous departments.

Msgr. Felici, 48, is the bril
tiant and dynamic director of
the secretariat of the Ante-
preparatory Comnis
sion. When he was anly 36
years old he became one ©f
the judges of the Roman Rota,
the Church's supreme couxt
of appeal. He is a noled
lawyer and theologian and a
fine Latinist.

g~

He works so closely and
constanlly with Cardinal Taz
dini' on the work of the secre-
{ariat that he has even takem
his vacation with the Cardinal
so  that the collaboration
would not be entirely iniex-
rupted. With his increased re-
sponsibilities he has had to
relinquish his role as spirit-
ual director bf the Major Ro-
man Seminafy.

Msgr. Felici's assistants are
Msgr. Vincenzo Carhone, and
Fathers Nello Antonini Emilio
Governatori and Edmondo
Ulinski. In_January they wikl
be joined by Msgr. Achille
Lupi, who until recently was
a staff member of the Apos-
tolic Delegation in Washing
ton, D.C. T

Msgr. Carbone, 40, was a’
professor of dogma at the re-:
glonal seminary of Viterbo.
Father Antonini holds degrees
in philosophy, theology, canom .
law and letters. Father Gow-
ernatori is archivist of the
secretariate. Father Ulinskl i
& notary on the Roman Rota,
Msgr. Lupi's contribution to
the work of the secretariat .
will stem from his knowledge
of languages and his diploma-
tic experience in Latin Amer-
feca and the United States,

The work now being done
by these priests may not be
told in the recounting of the
history of the Second Vali-
can Council, but it is planting
the seeds that will grow in
the Church’s future,

essential for effective leader-
ship in the cause of freedom
and of peace.

Although communism is the ~
. overriding danger to peace

and freedom, our preaccupa-
tion with communism should
not deter us from seeking to

.Solve other problems that

may endanger peace and free-

~dom. The social and economic

problems of the world, “and
particularly those of Asla,
Afriea, and some areas in
Latin America pose a twofold
challenge that can be met.

Our people have béen gen-
erous in responding to the
dppeals of the afflicted wvie-
tins of war and famine. But
the tnieeds of the world will
not be ‘met by charitable ald
alone. e W

The greater charity Is io
help people to help them-
seives,

Programs of education,
techniedl assistaprce, and de-
velopmental - aid, - now being
carried out both by individual
governments and by intefp®
tional bodiey, can d¢ much to
bulld the foundatlons for
prosperity and peace in na-
tions suffering from poverly
and hunger.

In the long run, at least,
the cause of peace and free-
:lv?m 30 intimately connected

jith the independence of na-
tions would be better served
if we could ‘rely less uport pro-
grams of governmental aid
and more on private invest-.
ment and international trade
adequately xegulated for the
good of pll nations. In view
of such werious problems ss
the pressure of population in
S0me Mfem$ upon resources,
the world needs every ele-

: m?nt of tooperation and good
will

ta siep up production and
distribution of food and fibers.

The " potential abu.qg:nce
made possible by niodern
technology should be mads a
reality, a5 a result of pro-
grans fnspired by our love of
aur fellow man and the quest
for peace and freedom,

In regerd (a comimunism,
our gozl {x mothing ligi than
the conversion of the commu.
nist world.

lelu- moral Judmﬁn;ol;l ab
solute: communism es3,
it is.aggressive and belliger
ent, it i1 unbelievably cruel
Witness the communs system
in China! Hungary and Tibet
are but the more retent mani
festations of its total disre
gard for human rights and
bhuman dignity, Nevertheless,
conscious of Christ's example
and the . infinite power of
grace, we pray for the Red
persecutors and for the per
seculed.

Even today there are signs
that the tyranny of commuy-
nism is not the same in every
nation under its sway. There
are indications that the spirit
of man will not stay crushed.
We thould storm heaven with
prayer and penance, knowing
that what to man seems im-
possible, God will grant to
those who pray to Him with
humble hearts, free of hatred
and a spirit of revenge.

In this spirit, statesmen of
the world must continue their
often disheartening quest for
peact, reductlons in arma-
ment, and the introduction of
the rule of law into the goci-
ety of nations,

They must be firm in up-
holding principle and justice,
knowing that appeasement in
such matiers leads only to the
peace of the conquered. It is
a delusion to place hope in
seeking real understanding
when the true problem is a
conflict of esgential principles,
not lack of understanding.

Ullimaiely, the problem of
communism as a threat to
peace ami freedom will be
met only when we exernplify
the principles that we pro-
claim as Christian members of
a natiorn dedicated to God's
law. We camnot live as materi-
alists and exyect o convert
others to our system of free-
dom and peace umder God.

‘We have often acted in our
international relations as if
the products of industry and
methedgof production were
our only contribution tp the
welfare of our neighbors. We
have given the impression that
material progress is our
sovereign If not gur exclusive
concern. We have aimed our
efforts at satisfying the body,
and, paradoxieaily, have allow-
ed the communists to capture
the nminds of men.

‘We must convince the world
that our industyy, our educa-
tion, our technology are made
not only to serve the body but
the free spirit of man, that the
grandenr of our heritage and
‘extent of our contriliution to
the world Is not measured In
dollars and machines, hut in
{he spirit of God's freedom
and the dignity of the human
person.

“To accomplish this we must
be totally dedicated to our
beliefs in God, the source of
freedom and peace. We must
be ready to give our coun-
try's principles the same un-
limited measuré of devotion
that led to the birth of our

nation. Mankind will follow .

only those who give it a high-
er cause-and the leadership of
their dedication,
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