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Why An American Seminary In Rome ? 

u 

Bishop Kearney'! 
Appointmenti 

OCTOBER 

Thursday — ueSalen HJgh School. Geneva — Mais of 
the Holy Ghost — 9:00 ».m. 

Columbus Civic Center •— Opening of C.Y.O. Campaign 
—6:30 p.m. 

Friday — St. Joseph's Church — Mass of the Holy 
Ghost for St. Joseph's Commercial School — 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday — Church of Our Saviour; New York City — 
Silver Anniversary of Spirit Magazine of The Catholic 
Poetry Society of America —• 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday — Sacred Heart Cathedral «- Low Pontifical 
Mass, Opening of. Confraternity of Christian Doc­
trine 10th Regional Congress iT- 4:00 p.m. 

Bleued Sacrament Church — Confirmation — 7:30 pan. 

12 Monday — Sheraton Hotel — Address, Luncheon Meet­
ing of Confraternity of Christian Doctrine—}2:3fl pjn. 

13 Tuesday — St, Francis Church, Phelps — Confirmation 
— 7s30 pjn. 

15 Thursday — St. Mary of the Lake Church, Ontario — 
Confirmation *» 7:30 p.m. 

IS Friday — St. Aim** Chnrch, Palmyra — Confirmation— 
7:3d nan.' 

18 Sunday — Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church — Pre­
side and Preach, Golden Anniversary Mass of Parish 
UM a.m. 

OUr Lady of gourdes Church, Elmlra — Low Mass, 
Ladies of Charity Affiliate — 5:00 pan. 

20 Tuesday — 81. Jerome'* Church, East Rochester — 
Confirmation — 7:30 p.m. 

21 Wednesday — St. Thomas More Church — Confirma­
tion — 7:30 'pjau 7 

25 Sunday — New York City: Communion Breakfast, New 
York Chapter, Nazareth College Alumnae. 

27 Tuesday — St. Mary'a Church — DCCW Convention 
Mass — 1:30 a.m. >• 

• Chamber of Commerce — DCCW Convention Luncheon 
— 12:15 p.m. 

St. Anthony's Church —- Confirmatioa — 7:30 p.m. 
28 Wednesday —Sacred Heart Cathedral — Solemn Pon­

tifical Man, 8e*au|cenlennlal of the Sisters of Charity 
in the Ualted States — 7s3» p a , 

2* Tlturs*ay — Na.br* Dante Retreat House — Law Mais, 
Fhyslelans Retreat — 7:11 , * * . 

Meat *mleu i i t s e d Church--Conflrmsti»n--7:3# p.m. 

3t -Friday — Satrad-Heart Atidessy — Low Mass and Cos* 
flrautUwt — l i f t ajn. 

St. Philip Nirl Church — Confirmatioa — 7:39 p.m. 

21 telttrday — St. John Evangelist Church — Opening 
Dinner ef Pariah Camsalg*. 
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Bishop Casey's 

Appointments 
OCTOBK* 

By KEY. EOBERT V. IfccNAMARA 

(Rev. Robert F. McNatjnata, profess** of Church History 
at St. Bernard's Seminary* Jtecheater* la the author of the 
book "The Anaerlcan College In Rome, 1*5S - 1851s,") 

December 8, 1959i will be the toadre4t« birth­
day of the Pontifical Jtforth American College in 
Rome. The centennial observance,, far greater con­
venience, wi l l take place in October. 

It will reach its climtx on the alterneon of Oeie-
ber 11, when the three hundred students, joined by 
an equal mtsnber of altipni and many representatives 
of the American hierarchy, will play host tp His Holi­
ness, Pope John XXIII-

The North, American Col­
lege. Surely most informed 
Americans hav#heard of this 
Romim seminary' maintained 
by our United States bishops 
for the training of American 
diocesan priests. When an­
other pope, t h e late Pius XII, 
personally visited and dedi­
cated the new College build­
ings In 1953. the event re­
ceived wide coverage in the 
press, both religious and 
secular. • 

We may anticipate that the 
institution's centenary will be 
considered e q u a l l y news­
worthy. 

Oae questiem remains, haw-
ever, which the periodicals 
may not answer. Why shonld 
American bishops maintain in 
Rome, at far from heme, a 
m#eol to (rata young Ameri­
can! tor work amoag Ameri­
cans? 

It is a good question, and 
we thill attempt to give i t a 
good inswer. 

But before coming to the 
point we must first make it 
clear that the Church in the 
United States is not the only 
nation that lus a national 
Romsn seminary. The annual 

' Vatican handbook, "Annuarlo 
Pontlllclo," liats some ninety 
colleges and seminaries sup­
ported in Rome by religious 
orders or nationil hierarchies. 
They a'r« equipped to accomo­
date clerical students from all 
over the world. " 

So far as the secular sem­
inaries go, Use first of them 
was founded for noil-Roman 
Italians aa long ago as 1437. 
It li the Capranlca College. 

Alter the outbreak of the 
Proteitant lUfoVmattoa, the 
popes established colleges for 
several nations where the 
faith was Imperilled. 

Saturday—St. Mary's, Bath-Aidresa, Opening Building 
Fund Drive—1:3a pjn. 

Sunday—St Mary's, Xesvllla—Caafirmatlon—1:3« p.m. 
St. Ignatius, Hornell—Coaflrmatlea—3:11 p.ne. 
St. Ann's. Hornell—Ceiflmutlai—4:4S p.ra. 

Tuesday—St Theodsre'e, Gates—Conflrnutiaa—7:45 sua. 

Wednesday—St. Bridget's, East Blaemfleld—Caaflrmattta 

7:11 
t Thursday—Hely Ghaot, CaUwster—CentlmuU*s*-7:tt p.m. 

11 Sitaday—St John's, Clyd«-^aallmallati~l:H pun. 
•^t. Michael's, Lyens—Confirmation--3:11 pss. 
St. Michael's, Newark—Canflrnsation—iiW fM. 

12 Moaday—Columbus Clvie Center—Regional catechetical 
Congress, 

laered Hurt Hall—Mosary Cullt—i:lS p»i ' 
12 Tu«day-St. I>hts X , CaiU-C«itlrsBalleB-7:4S pjn. 

14 Wadaesday—88. Fa^r a»4 Faai—Ct*flri«aU«a—7:45 pan. 

15 Thursday—Christ the !TJa«wC«alimatl«a—7:4f pja. 

I t Sunday—St CaslsUx'e, Elmlra1 (Atse Includes I t John's, 
Elmlra)—Cast lrnaat lorn—1:11 pja* 

St, Mary's, Elmlra—Oaflmstlen—a:M p.m. 
f t Patrick's. Elmlra—Adult Confirmatioa far Elmlra Deaey 

ery 4:4S pun. 
2« Tuesday—Goad Shepherd, East Henrietta—Confirmation—' 

7:41 S J « . 

31 Wednesday—St. Ansnstlne—Coafirmslien—7:4S p-nu 
22 Thursday—St Mlth»*l—Coaflnaiatlts—7:41 * J « . 

2S Sunday—St Patrfes's, Seneca wF«lls—Confirmation—1:M 
p j n . ' • ', -> 

St Stephen's, Geneva—Coaflrmation—3:11 p.m-
St. Francis da Sales, Goneri—Confirmation—4:45 pjn. . 

St Monday—Our Lady ef Perpetual Help—Confirmation—7:45 
pan. 

27 Tuesday—Holy Rosary—Confirmation—7:45 pJ»-

28 Wednesday—St Rita's, West Webster—ConfinnalloB—7:4i 
pjn. 

23 Thursday—St Monica—Confirmation—7:45 puna. 

Thl German College dates 
from 1852^ the Venerable 
English College, from 157(1; 
ihe'Scols College, from 1600; 
the Irish College, from 1628. 
Colleges for Catholics of some 
of the eastern rites were set 
up In the same epoch: the 
Creek College* in 1577. the 
Msronlle College In 1584. And 
in 1027 Pope Urban VIII In­
stituted the Urban College of 
Proptganda Fide, to take care 
of vocations from all mission 
lands 

Plus IX, the pope who 
founded the North American 
College, also laid several other 
colleges to h i s credit One of 
them, the Ilatln American 
College (1857) even bears his 
name: Collejfio Plo Latino-
Americano. Recent s e n t e l 
have generally followed thl 
practlcw of PiUl IX. 

Plus XI, for Instance, in­
augurated colleges for ltu»> 
sia (IMS), Ethiopia 0.1m), 
and Brazil (1934). Papa Pius 
started a MthusnlsnCollegi 
in 1918. And it his beta re-
ported that Pope John XXlll 
may soon become the founder 
ef s Filipino College. 

New tin iwalnt is this: wast 
eeailderatleaas havs premprted 
the supreme*, pontiffs to set 
up these na&eaal Milages? 

of seminaries listed above 
will show at once that- the 
popes have acted in soma 
cases for very particular rea­
sons. An urgent need to aid 
persecuted English Catholics, 
for example, certainly moti­
vated the establishment of 
the English College. An urg­
ent desire to heal the rift 
between the eastern and west 
ern churches certainly moti 
vated the establishment of the 
various eastern rite colleges. 

But beyond, any particslar 
motives, there nave hen two 
bssle convictions -which have 
spurred the Vicars ef Christ 
to Increase the number ef 
Raman nations! colleges. The 
first conviction is that Bo-
nun training for the priest­
hood Is the best available. 
The second Is that education 
In "ante best Inculcates the 
Catholic. th|t Is, the seal-
versa! spirit 

The belief that Rome gives 
the best priestly training is by 
no means a new papal per­
suasion. Back In the eleventh 
century. Pope St Gregory VII 
was already advocating i t In 
1078 he wrote a letter to King 
Olaf III Of Norway, advising 
him that Norwegian itudenta 
sent down to be educated "un­
der the wings of the apostles 
Peter and Paul" would return 
to the fatherlsnd fully equip­
ped to preach the ''correct 
evangelical and apostolic doc­
trine." 

Time and again since then, 
the Bishops ef Rome have ex­
pressed similar sentiments. 
Today, ef course, there Ire far 
more excellent seminaries 
and universities in every con­
tinent than there were lnr St 
Gregory's day. 

Our contemporary popes, 
therefore, with Pope Benedict 
XV, stats quite emphatically 
thst one csn become a holy' 
and learned priest without 
leaving one's own country. 
But they still Insist, as Bene­
dict, west on te insist, that a 
Roman priestly education Im­
plies far more than adequate' 
Instruction. The Eternal City, 
he pointed out furnishes .the 
seminarian not only with 
formal studies, but with! in­
numerable unique "lids,, to 
piety and doctrine," , 

Who. indeed, can deny this? 

What other city can offer 
such a spectacle" of age-old 
faith as Rome does? How elo­
quent of Christian truth are 
Its catacombs, its Colosseum, 
its innumerable shrines of 
the saints? How inspiring are 
lu churches and Its monu­
ments of religious art. old 
and new? And where can one . 
better experience than here 
at its .very heart, the throb­
bing vigor of the whole 
Church? 

The ateeai sepal eeavte-
tlea. that lasae teaches seat 
a seas* ef the weiversai. caa 
scarcely la denied eves by 
the casual visitor. Tiers is aa 
better eaject lessee than far 
hiaa to stand ky the dears ef 
the great Itmaat taeaiegkat 
lalTaraBWaiuwlirnretdli-
aalasal, and canst the natioa-
slitiea which tea departing 

" " ripreeasC 

Xlae new North A»^rlc«n College, the large mpderwrfcuUdlnXin lower f»rt« 
ground, stands on Rorae'i Janlculum Hill, leu Chut * ten minute walk fro» 
St. Peter's, center of itte.world wide Catho^ChHrelL 

A glance sat the few aawii Members sf the national 

colleges take their major 
courses at the Gregorian Uni­
versity and , other Homin 
theological schools. 

To identify their origins, 
you need not know the langu­
age the students speak. All 
you need to know is the dis­
tinctive cut and color of their 
uniforms. For each national 
and special college has Its 
particular garb. 

These men in cassocks and 
mantles of lobster-red? They 
belong to the German College. 
Those In purple cassocks and 
black mantles? They are 
Scots Collegians. 

The Ruthentans are the itu­
denta In blue with yellow 
sashes. The English Collegi­
ans are the onea whose cas­
socks and mantles are of un­
relieved black. And the iem-
lnarians dressed all In purple 
are from the Roman Semin­
ary. 

The garb of other col­
leges is generally less strik­
ing, hut no less Identifiable. 
You will know s Spanish Col­
legian from his sky-blue assh. 
and a Lombard from his red-
edged black sash. 

The North Americas col­
lege aaea wear red assises sad 
cassocks and saaatlea trimmed 
with Mae. If the red aasd blue 
eeeaMaea with the white af 
their cellars is aet a clear 
eaaagk iadkaUoa ef their 
aatiaaai origin, their distinct­
ly American bearing will giro 
the else. 

"If . . . they dressed them­
selves in the Greek College's 
robes," one writer has de-
clsred, "you would stQl know 

In an instant that they were 
Americans . . . as unmistak­
ably American aa baxebail or 
huckleberry pie." ; 

American though they an 
and do not cease te be, the 
North American Celleglaas, 
like those from ether Roman 
national colleges, tend to un­
dergo a broadening ef under-
•landing and sympathy as a 
retail ef leag exposures ta 
this "little United- Nattoat," 

"We are here with the stu­
dents of sixty-four nations," 
one of the American! hat 
written of hia Gregorian Uni­
versity classmates. "Through 
these new friends we com! 
into contact with the Church 
in the whole world. We ex­
perience ourselves the uni­
versality of the Church." 

The normal effect of an ex­
perience of this sort Is to 
expand one's range of vision 
from the parochial, provincial, 
or merely national into the 
universal. "One begins," ex­
plained the late Cardinal 
O'Connell, to have that noble 
sentiment of universal chari­
ty which is proper to noma 
and which the priest must 
feel for all, since all are chil­
dren of the groat Mother, 
Rome"." It is no wonder, 
then, if the Roman graduate 
carries through life a deep 
personal interest im the for­
eign missions and a deep 
compassion for those perse­
cuted In foreign lands. He has 
often talked with the future 
prtesta ef sussisssry esuaj. 
tries. Be baa sat in the Itc-
ture -halls with f u t u r e 
martyrs. 

Really, however, these two 

Rochester priest* Father* Joseph Brennani; Wlllliim 
Cosgrove and David Murphy ag atudenti at the North 
American College. ) 

convictions —• that Rome is 
the best teacher and the best" 
broadener of the seminarian 
— fuss into one conviction. 
Say that the popes favor a 
Roman training because it 
binds the heart of the stu­
dent closer t o the heart of 
the Holy Father, and you will 
be stating concisely the whole 
cue. |" 

Hailed By Pope John 
Vatican City - {KNS) - Potfe John XXIII inaugurated, 

celebrations of the centenary of the North American College; 
in Rome with a letter declaring that it had "amply fulfilled" 
lta purpose of training priests for a great nation. 

The Pope's letter was addjx&aed to. Archbishop Martin J . 
O'Connor, rector of the College, which was founded in 1859 t* 
train selected seminarians from the 0,S, dioceses. At present 
300 students from 60 American Sees are enrolled there. 

IN PRAISING the work of the College, whose graduates 
have included many members of the U.S. hierarchy. Pope John 

stressed that the "greatness^ of America demands priests of 
"extensive knowledge," a lively sense of universal values and 
"the wisdom of dear thought and decisive action." 
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„ OaaMi is.eot roratti cvwBtriM ts.as **«!»** 
U A i e ^ a r t o i l e i v e t h e North American College ta attendfecial classes at Rome, famous theological achoola. 

If Roman leaching la sound* 
it is sound because it repre­
sents 'papal teaching. If Ro­
man experience 'is broaden­
ing, it Is broadening because 
it represents the catholic out­
look "of the popes themselves, 

Cultivste this "Romanlty." 
-Pope Pius XI used to urge hia 
Roman students. When ths 
poet Dante went so far si to 
apeak of "that JRome of which 
Christ isa Roman," he meant. 
Pius said, that Christ hid lo­
cated His own vicar at Rome. 
To Cultivate the Roman spirit 
is therefore to adhere-loyally 
to the leadership of the Bish­
op of Rome, Christ's vicar on 
earth. 

The popes have spoken as 
warmly of Roman trailing, 
that it Is o.uiie clear they 
would like to have every sem­
inarian enjoy It. This It en­
viously ImpoMuale. They Was* 
therefore rest content with 
having about taen ia taw i s 
represent each country. -

They know that all those 
who do coma will, in ths 
normal course, carry Hack and 
communicate to their flocks 
their own personal devotion 
to all that the capital of Cath­
olicism stands for. The effect, 
said Benedict XV, trill be that 
of "drawing the Christian 

' peoples still closer to the sea 
of Blessed Peter, the center 
of Catholic unity . . . " 

But Joes the United Slates, 
in particular, need this extra 
bond of love with Rome? 
Surely we have been outstand­
ing in our orthodoxy and our 
loyalty to the successors of 
St Peter. 

Granted." A n 4 granted 
thankfully. But we must not 
lose sight of the fact that bur 
very tradition of orthodoxy' 
and loyalty to Borne was es­
tablished by pioneer Ameri­
can bishops and priests whs 
were themselves truly "Ro­
man" In spirit 

And even before the North 
American College was inttt-

(Continued on saga I) 
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