
J 

JL COtJftlER-JOURNAl! 
y ^rlclayt goptexnbcr 18, 3.959 

Church Plays Key 
Rote In New Cufccr 

<31e author of the following article, associate editor of 
the Times-Review, T«r«Wy paper of the Dtaecse ©* La Crosse, 
\yis„ recently completed a two-week iaci-fladtiig tour of 
Cttha.f i. 

By FATBICK J. WBELiVN 

<"Fhe Church i s in a good position to t?&e adyjttttag* 
ot the-flew xevolutionary changes takSjBg place in, C H M , 
for i t* enjoys * prestige today which i t never torn be<i 
foreift Cubanjhistory." • 

"The jsrohiem of the Church in Cuba i s anticlerical? 
ism, not communism**' v 

*• These, were opinions expressed if* a mm tA l o 
gons irtcladirig government officials, e a t h o » c * # q n i i t ^ ; 

Jawyersr and- plantation owners — jsoitte backers of 
Premier Kde i Castro's reyoiutionary ^ i m f e , solae nattf 

*TsW'«harehVWgh prestige 
iodajr to,*!* I* large Measure 
to the- Mttve presence of priests 
and yonafCathelie Men aad1 

wopea la the • revolutloaary 
msvesseat almost from Its 
giaalag ia 1»S2,1 w i told. 

' t a j h e , drive for (ndepend 
ence In the. 19th Century, stoctl 
of the .clergy were Spanish," 
erplalned a lawyer, "so natural
ly they took the aid* of Spain. 

"When Cuba won it* Inde-, 
pendence with U.S. help in 
1888-tv the Church reached ita 
lowett ebb in itt influence en 
the Cuhan population. Free-
masonry and liberalism were in 
the ascendancy then."" 

«B«t la Ms revelation, 
troV amy had. caaplalw feci 
IWeiy.^nM *ewhnl*pM>ry;*m>k# Catholic student grasp*.* 
et-e*rwke§ stlJl 'haw., clap-' •-.-.-•*• U I M . " he said. ">U ***» elj 
these srflit l ave ' the 
beards e f tk* FMellsta aeldler^ j 

Tboufh prieiU aenre mllittiy 
pewo*ne!|* they are not paid] 
membera of the armed ioroe* 
«s In U M United SUtes. 

•Jtenietnljer. i t Wat Archblah-! 
op JCitriqas Peres; Serantea .ef 
Santiago who saved -Castro's 
life," said labtber, "aod-all of I 
Cuba knows it. ' ' 

•That'It why Catholic priests] 
ara i n « position to exert lnflu-i 
ence oit ths new Cuba, and ^o| 

the,-goyemment or t h e people 
through judicious guidance and: 
criticism.'* 

"But there are many anti-
clericals in Cub*, especially in] 
the government offices/* my in
formant* continued. " T h e y j 
would like: to separate the] 
ciergy friftn the -people. 

•That would not he too dif
ficult* for *Cuha*ii abort of] 
orieita." ' 

"Bat I asa eosi West thst the 
durreh t i l t win the battle far 
Ike people's atladi," said still 
aaether, "*» a reawlt of i ts fsu>| 
UcIaatJea 1 * the wreltttlea —] 
thronga aarisa priests, stadeat1 

cbiplaias like Father ATBUSMIO 
",>rea\te, SJ., 'and the youag 
mea and- * • » » » ef the- Yotusi 
Chrlstiaa Werker orgaakatioa 

fiernmg KMjjkk 

jBejEĉ ianfitee three local 

jfetroduced to about Bffl K o>f 
150 members at,the Baron Stei* 
Ijen jfotel,. the cMd dievatedj 
iiHicjj olfei'stalk to the problem] 
:«f i^venile delinauency in Cor-

He said there/is juvenile de-
|i|ijae.ncy>in evc% stratum of 
ii^fety and ̂ t has itftfavofItes." 
Simexplained tM;s¥p%rsoh ovear 
W. M&ihiM' by- tfce -couxls as 
ajj. adult,' Whiles one under 1« isl 
treated as a juvenile. 

sjie^^tujinnl:.-' W3»0;' w»re i» 
#4jpi^rsdi^^%)!l(.«pce. nogr. 

yp^v;:'nu)i|ne^en," -iiwyers, 
doctori, newspapernien and of-
piaai-;6|t^ie2;-various soyern-
ntent bureaus. 

^^^'^JS^I^lIK;. 

A prelate explained acme of 
thl difficulties confronting the 
Church lfl Cuba; today. ^ 

"iternips iundredi- of thqd 
tanda of Cabana bare rarely if 
•yet swen a trleat," he ttid, 

"In Havana aloai there are 
some parishes with mora than 
100,000 popiiliUon^ h e con
tinued. "Three such pirishes 
here have a total of 12 priest*, 

*T*n pttishet in the Klra-
mar section-each have 70 to 
80,000 pedple,,, 

He abf 
prevent erceaeea on the part of IparWa- ef 

cited aaetker, the 
del Weaie, 

_ , _r york ^-<»NS) -^Thirteei iPoitulaBtij ij i^Sia^r 
.disembarking from th* Irish Airlines plane a t N'eW York'u Idlewild Airport 
t i l t brought them f roan <Jabra, County Dowm, belaud. Tlte 13 were on their 
i*iy t o St* JWlefcaeV* NfoVitiateM jEn|Ie*ooflj.*?,% i w h ^ i 3 i e y yM train for 
the next five yeajr«. •• -• •••*-. :•:'' "',-•'' 

where oae priest serves 

"Thousands of people couli 
net get to Mass on Sundiy. nt 
matter how aucn they wantet 
to," he aid, 

I saw for myself what lie 
meant. At the Church of Our] 
Lady of Carroel, one Of Ha
vana's largest churches, there 
was standing; room only. The 
crash around me, in the city's] 
intense, heat, continually dis
tracted ray, »ttenG9«>4 >. 

On a S*tarday*,e*tearao$tt j! 
dropped Into the suae-chuxeb. 
A priest was glting Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament,- The 
two rowa ot center pews were1 

slmo**'completely filled. ' 

Moat impressive was the easy] 
farnlliarity with which a smn< 
'bee — camrj«slr««f--fsnn la'hor-] 

5li0^iiyU^'S--.rV»r}h» Nawnt «nd finisi in Religious Ooodsl 

*%mt 
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THE Ĉ THOUC S«*$1$RS 
,- • , • • i B i t t A i t a B - . j . 

{.ere % Havana 
U5th o< itfly. anrdwei'sary of] 
Jhe-resolution - r^-,.cmtere*."thej 
lAurcX w/ilke% up t o the Altar 
rail, geaiullectod, then centered 
some of Uje front pews, 

Fc-r *ne tftafe wii convincing] 
evidence of thw.dcep religious 
spirit of jnanjp ot the Cuban] 
PfwiiintJ,-unlettered and ignor-i 
ant as they mvf h e ot tHeir 
BaithT • -

A ntanhef off c'atnp«sJtio« also] 
crowed lavto heMf toaam Sun-
.day'.- Tbelr larpe straw Jiatac dit-j 
tingulshed thepa frocs everyone 
else. 

Oae priest W i ' i s e that the] 
Ckarcli ia, Cukse li very peer, 
arlaclpaliy bemuse tiste wajerity 
»f taa pt«|Ia axe y»«ar. » 

Meanwhile, b»e saldV VS. Prot-
ettants ara poiaring TOl!lio«s of 
dollars into Cuba, and, hun
dreds o f ministers, matt? of 
them Puerto Iticsns, art xKOie-
lyhdnx throutatout t h s island. 

WbereiPlr theire ik a Ca&ellc 
ciurcb, they saulld their Own 
church u near 10 ltasf poeadble, 
oii(i»[il>11j til' swil l "*<rwMt ~ sad 

In Orient* Profiascs X ssw, 
this juxtipoiltlon erf Catholic! 
church and Piotcttstnt -dbapelJ 
And £ saw rrsotestiuat chctrchea 
—tomettmes oaaly stote-Iremts—j 
i n fcwna wh«re ts*.Catholic 
church sttads. 

The Protestants a l» do 
great -deal ef awdsl service and, 
welfare worlc, supported by] 
funds from tkat V&, I priest 
toW roe. 

"Meanrkn*, we lur« re-] 
cetrtd an hssl* a t ill frwa 
AaKricast QtaMlksT ki added, 

"Does the ehurch o v a any 
land, fuch u plantations, 
through wills or dcwistiMss for 
Masics?" I *Hk«d.I hid heard 
this assertion Stt that VS. 

"Very 
sWer, 

to celebraUs the, only $$* tijto$tam and 59.1 reli-
' gious lirieals—* ratio of about 

one to *,Q00 Catholics. 

UtilfeV* was tb* an-

Cube, with fill million popula
tion, has only 471'ctseuthee and 

f tŝ fany p*Ie«ts nave> \ta -driyel 
go»t""'dH,s|srjce«- 'to--.c«lebrate; 
Mass. on: administer the sacra
ments, *ftcu i n areas where] 
transportstlpn i s most difficult 
for lick: of good roads. 

"For 'jpeari, I 1carr»ea, Arch-
bfsaop IPexes Serantes *scd-to[ 
travel ttao (Ircutt of the Slerra| 
Maestrs-iaountains, performing 
the mlrais*r'»tJ(>EU of a pirish 
priest.' a i s untiring «eil finally 
hroke hds health, arid, he o n 
tt^-loagea! travel as helited to. 

Prlejtly yecatkas are bsrely 
Wing aUte ruaks t« replace 
tkMMe r3)» die' or retSre, The 
wsselcxcHaeatry h u fewer >thaa 
3t# xnalsuriJia*—axil ealy 44 
ef tacsse sue 1* the naajsr 
lavary, 

*Thjps| ein IMS few •vocations 
without *n Instructed faithful," 
said k goriest "Also, too many 
irxeguliur inirriatges result from 
the stiorrtai? of clergy and the: 
people's poverty^" he explained.1 

Barents' -fllscnasrtge \-acitloni,, 
he »ld,. telling: their,somr-KA»' 
a jtriett you'll asever leak* amy 
laaeaty,"* • 

Hanf of the priestly rotations] 
ceene farosai the poor families, 
he. said, because there Ss haxdtyj 
any ml(3dl« class. ' 

Thst. as why most teaalnarlaoa] 
receive a, »ch©lsrship through 
their bishop, he explained, Xf 
the bjathep has no funds to! 
grant, Unat limits the aamber he 
can train for (he priesthood. • 

In rsecent yean, Sajr greupi] 
like t l» Vounr Chrlistian Work
ers, Ywuth of Csthallc Action 
aesad thee Catholic XTalversity 
gxoups hive- done wonderful 
aervice ia teaching the peopIe_ 
Christlsoi Doctrine and Cttho-j 
l ie loclal principles. 

Oa thti «jali level ace Catbe-
Utc Amien; sWcUJlws, Several 
aaembesn wheaa j . aaet fsn< 
pressei see wKh their seal asse 
kssMwltelre- Oae lsW«r h*e«r, 

^ -i :j«tUeiag Cataelk, ex

plained his thorough aanowledjue 
of the papal social eacyclicais 
by the fact that his best frlead 
Is a TCW leader for that area. 

- Possibly the Cathfilio VtAvtac-l 
siiy groups <ACU) «re excrtlrig| 
ttae. greatest;. Cathoile- influence 
on Cuban public life. 

Under the capable,direction 
of Jesuits like the social scien
tist, Father*J«anuel]?oyacj, wad 
Bather Uorente in Havana, a 
geherjition of young; unrversily 
graduates has a solid grtsp of 
gatholic tocjsi principles. 

In a spacious student center] 
near Havana Univer'sity* the stai-
dents liave access to libraries!, 
study rooms, and excellesnt] 
eeunselsiindlnstnieUons. 

* • % | l r « u ^ ^ ^ B j k t o i g ^ ; a fegakfast.»elW0 «ae f i$en ' 
:$f'-ii56;rn1nl-'<5otmcH;^hi^^ -ColumbH^r ti&^&ttWw-
'mmiS)&.£&&0mt Ro®»aii ^- ^awence sa|^ shop-
lifters*' stole I&&W wotth- o^r-"1- •'—^ •' •" ""•'•"-

'Whfc; o'Oj,er''^te; • universitiess| 
ajstt rhav#^AW, groups, ^he 
Ifmedv^ehel: chaplain!" Father 
Ar^t,MJ<Biva5, heads the gronp 
% Hh# ^ahttago jsrehdiocese. 

When Father mvae told me 
that he personally knew ever̂ y 
rebel soldier on the l-Orienite 
front, I took it for- conversa
tional exaggeration. But when 
hetfflokrneto the airport, every 
young soldier in sight— and 
many others hot in uniform—* 
crowded around him. They 
were aboh engaged-in lively 
conversation and friendly ban
ter, I no longer doubted his 
wora. 

I n fact, it seemed that every
body "at the crowded airport| 
that day knew Father JUvas. 
< What is-the future for the, 
Churth in Cuba?! would hesf-J 
t»te te predict,. 

• 

Bat here's a quotation from. 
Auxiliary Bishop Evelio Diaz] 
Cla of Havana in/'a pastoral 
letter quoted i n all the Cuban 
pre»;_ I i -, 

"Today; With pride and hope,] 
we see arising new leaders* in1 

the ranks of labor. They'are 
Christian in their social thought, 
Thejrdefendand represent the 
working class with justice, and 
with the wholesome objective of 
huildto* a better" Cubl** 

«yt3VENlTLE COtlUff he said 
"does, notbrahd a young^e* a* 
ure. Everything possible j^dflhe 
a crhninal through its profced-
for a ypung person in trouble 
and h e is never called a felon. 

"Many youngsters think that 
a court record i s a joke but I 
assure you that i t is n o t Qhoa 
a youngster gets a record, he i s 
checked, hy military as well an 
civilian Authorities, so he does 
nqt g e t tar id the military «ebr-
fce.** " 1 

ge, said parents should tell 
their children that violating a 
law while young makes future 
life extremely hard. 

Charity Ladies 
Sponsor Sale 

A hake sale sponsored by 
Our Jbady of Good Counsel Com
mittee of the ladies of Charity 
will b e held Saturday, Sept 19, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 

iCorton Coy. -: 
KltS. FRANCES KURTZ i s 

chairman and co-chairman is 
Mrs. J. P. Harrison. Members 
assisting are Mrs. Leo' Gantert 
and Mrs. Vincent,Link. 

Those wishing to have'baked 
goods called for may contact 
Mrs, Paul Donavan, RE 3-54W, 
Mrs. J. B. Hassen, RE 3-382* 
and Wrs, Vincent Link, BE 2-
6?2s. '• .• .•' . .- s . . . ; 

fotttrVtrietie* , 

AskyvUrliquorstflri 
' JaeUaj tjjiM t s | l |_ tW i*BwAMli''ilK'*' 

96 ainfon Ava,,'ti/'*& ^ftWitl Sfc 

IAl»t5-5«a ~ Retkest»*,-K«»Tf»fc 

dften « Osr/t Weekly P-».*fJwi!./*iU t ;f>.w. — Othe* kjeys *i1l iiStt p.m 

If yottt wifa licts*4New Home'^reams, 
Here's iio\r yom. can hiTe ttie meaiis! 

Site taflcsanoT dreassas-New Souses? Don't kee^ lefl-
. i s g her It's imposiible. Surprise Sear socm and show 
hex your Rowing Ckrtrmunity SawiBfs Account book' -
that's going t o liaise her tireamai come true. Once 
^row stsrrt saviasj with a pnrpose, yonll t e pleased 
*o see haw faatyouwaavmpitTor5 with Qcm>munujty'i 
fcigVcliridBods. 
s-

&w'wfs«gr^¥«itt* ;«f»Vrss*w mtwm 
save ' ywi'i^iUvt vao'Ltamvt ipbirawtv^ 
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COLD CUTS 
ARPEAK.O VJkSt PRIZE Tavern loaf, Olrve Leaf, Smoked Brunch, 

Boifed Ham, Cooked Salami, and oil rhe other vacuum-packed, kitchen-fresh 

Sliced Cold C u t s . . . A R P E A K O FIRST P R I Z E Bologna and 

Smoked liver S a v t a g e . . * tattitai school liirtch and offer-school treats 

you can strv*, arid so iHrtritioflsl Keep several kinds o n hand. 

GREAT NEW WAY 

TO ENJOY THEM . . . "BAR-B-CUTS"! 

Slice W^tMik^^^^**'^ 
serve With yoisr favorite sauce 

ert bvnsl Nd be^es obotit it * t , * 

f t die-licioi/t! 

COMHUNIPT SAVINGS BANK 
_ <OMVtMitl«T 6;»MCt#-

•€e«.Maiji*Clln!o« 50O Itfaneis Hood 
4 2 4 Ridge std.WtsJ 

ICiTBtMEAlf 
lllIlBHEtTCt FAMIUEJ tzfft-A-

I ^ s # AftPEAKO mST P R ! a M0BU6TI *M t^ * ^V£#iNMtNt WtKCtfft 
,-A % Jofol PACKINQCO.INC. • 900 MAPI*S?*t£T • ftOCHtSTtHZ.H> Yi 
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