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By REV (Lt. Col

101st Divis

drove-his jeep, ‘into a Nazi pa

of hfe as-a prlsonel of the Nazis. .

Prlsoners |
e Nazis

jz e\k s, A )
o danes llave dems

une::mans wzthout

= .uu._ﬂu

‘merman 2

‘orce wlll be fmlshed, do

) RANClS L. SAM’PSON

. To bung you up to" date — I'athex Sampson, chaplain of the
n; U, avimy piratreop corps, chuted~ intq Nar-
mandy oh DDay and-tafer iffo Holland whete Nazl and
' Amiericin GIs faced each olher in the closest battle adien
- of World War I Pather Sampsen; on an-emand of mercy, . \t.

trol ., to bogin & new way

R

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
A German heutenant got into my jeep and told me
he - hoftom.of

— 1o keep driving’
there was a_ little village.

"l uon't KnO\V,

1 sald, HOL L

vxslu:ng ) argue _
"Ywu wilk see,ryou wxll §

couldd heactually believe: thatf
he Amepican, Air “Force could)]
loe @estroyed. by twho Germanf
“|raids’? I wondered. At any rate]
118 yas. nymg hard to beheve?

AfEer fhis slmrt mtermgati,on}
-|out ‘seoiall group of - about thtrty ¥

Amemcam were marched "t

were herded inlo & filthy barn:
villnge‘

the only ‘officer in the gron

rest of “the day :aiad -info the:
night: unfil two am. when we.;

on tke edge of a Lu\embourg’,

Ve 1emamed there- for about";
{hirtyr hours. Despxte my poundsi:
ing o= -the door to femand food):
angd wwater, the only xresponse wej
got wwas arx -oceasional laughf.
from- thé soldiers ouitside: I wits)'

l-l,—-V

“The German soldiers there were havmg a time for
themselves. They had broken into a small warehouse

goods, against the wall, and

and were dragging the stuff out, stashing the wnned

lookmg through the other

things to see if they wanted them. They had lroken
into a liftle school, had come out with musical instrae
ments, -and wete blowmg on the horns and beatmg the

drums

i

These men’ weremthersuffeung ffom combat ex-
haustion (which sometimes affects men in this fashior),
or they were drunk, or-they were under the inflience

. of drugs of some type,
The lieutenant took me asid

cal needs from the. .Gemmns —Xt
wiy iampor tant: that we nfiintain

pliie

vaited, .- ;

night a German intelligence of-

nd EEnew that (i Dien oxpect::
ed mee to iry to get their physi:

3 degzree of moxale ang disci|:
too, for latk of these|
{ings would. give the- German»
Intersmogalors the opemng they|

About eleven pm. the second|

BaES

frwe heaten and had Tost the war

Z_xth me }Ie offetetl e doffee

that: o

gprlsoners, we were too close to

when she wis driven out &f
figd, . America was more],
vilized than Gepmany, buy
ermuiny  was . more  cultured|
an Ametica, Bngland wis the

Al minate to futurc eivis

i

C nnmswre—hmtr— io\'ing
) #. and umvarhke penp}e

Iusauelv so. Germ'mv

6. L said]

ik
o <were pifeving it, to
mext with me.irthqt

_cause .of the war, Russial -

)

|that . he was sick of war, md
that he could quite possibly be
oxeguted If the Gestaps knew
what he liad: tolil me, X actulis
felt sorry for the poox guy

el oMo breakdast- Nl
lunch, We stopped Ime thak

21}
depot and were cach g‘ivnn 3
cold boiled poate and n smil
tigreen apple. By this time we
had Jomed abguf four himrecs]
other prisoners and iwere splig
into two groups. That might we:
rvislept in a tiny ehuech and were

erowded enough to keep falily

Tiwarm.

Again no breakfast the fo¥
lowing morning We - marched
“Juntil dark, No ndon mea! ine

‘. 1o supper; This, time we stayec
seiih a large, dismgntled factors

lackjantl slept close logether trylng

en. e * regret(ed
o _sippilies 6. provigionst -
come: © thmugh. yet for

“thie front, and his owxn men had{¥
barely enoigh. for themselves.

He assured ‘me that atour

ito keep warm, fof the we:\tha

was bittetly cold,

“The next
planes came over, literally thou
sands of them. In tremendoy:

'from the soufh, from the marth
They looked like great swam:

vy

ficer came .to the dooxmand

callec® for me. e said that he”

hadn™t known that there ‘vas an

vere making good use of manyy
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. we.m.As soon as he went, tht

“and started questioning me, B
I told him that name, rapk, and
serial number were all that
could tell him. I had” my di
vision patch “on my shoulder,
-however, and “501" was clearly
painted on the bumper of my
jeep.

He seemed like a decent fel:
Jow _and didn’t press me auy
further, Then he took Adams
asidé and spoke to. him for a
few minutes,? The lieutenant

1eft-us—for-a“bit-presumably-{0tpated

call his commander about our
capture.

soldiers slarted after the. stutl
fn my _Jjeep, They threw ow
the two foot Tockers of. medicyl
supplies and went through
them, tossing sulfa drugs and
‘periicillin into  the ditch. I
guessed that thev iight haye

qu 'Mnss,
-lim ’ I‘m'u
lloi—5:00
pRY.

~7:45 pm,
inex—=8;30

mftion for”

s B e

\|had captured. This was the lirxe,'

! later discovered, whith  was
supposed to deliver the knocks
out. punch al surroundel Bas
togne.

At some little town in Luxem:
bourg, Adams and 1 wee- Iet
out to join a group of other
captured Americans why wexe
being marched {o the rer. We
stopped briefly to be hterro|!
by @ Gunrim - intelligeiice
officer, This was the fit day
in more than a week on which|,
the sun had come ouf, -

“Where are your plasis?** bc
asked,

“It hasn't been ﬂymg \\cathe,
lately,“ I repllcd

{ne back in, saying-he—couldn’ti-

knew
would

was "a lie), and that I
réceived better

lmve

and serial number were
all I colld give, as he well
know,. he proceeded to tell mef
all aBout my outfit. My jeep
had provided my regiment hum-
ber, He spoke a bit about the
history of the 10ist- Ahborne
Diviskon, the part it played in
Notmreandy and Holland, who
wur division commander was,
and ~who ours regimental CO

rank,

hind on that; he didn'l know
hal Colonel Johnson had been
iilled~ in Holland.) _

After he had - mternogated
‘he rest of the men, he called

officer in our group (which I'.

lle starled hls, mtermgation, : .
Wherz I told “him that hame;| ®

ANy

Mm%&: . 200 ; YW

ne\L stop we would we well fed,
‘a lie that was to- be. repeated
by -other German officers many
times: and was to get very mao-
‘notonous during the next two
weeks.

" For three Nours until dawn
ﬂxe—*—intemgz\lorwm&zed~me
with the sirangest mon /logue 1
have ever listened to,"He had
been a mcrchﬂnt ln Hamburg,

BT Dees. Td have given anything
at that time fo sce the face o
the interrogator who had siic
{hat the German all - wealls. ]
planes had knocked out the
Amencan Air Force,

The Ametican prisonets tlled

day - Americor |

waves they came from the wost

el

COURIER«I QUR‘M,L
P’rxday. M Ljr -1k

gan: to fcar Gerntan x:eprisal

_juction against us.

-~ We had walked from Belgium--
{81 thes yeay acvoss Laxemboung,

In. he moraing ‘We S@lt@d t&i and of  Chiistiias Dé‘}? we
breaifast or T T

waiked without ™
Tunel W0 Prum, Germany, We

g

Jwore ferded (now more lllaﬂ
efght hundred of us) into the .
Tavge auditorivm of a goadsized
school were Hifler's and Goof-
inguq pittures covered the from
wa - .

We were told that we were
going to b fed, that the food
was heing prepared. We expect-
pd (hat. everr the Nuzis might

may night. Oar supper consisted
o€ one hall of a hoHed -turniy,
A half stiee of bread, and a cup
of warm mﬂer. Nothing else..

‘NEXT WEEK —
Worms In the soup.

oot -

Wedding |

to- hide— thelrelnionErom—INe

guards. We passed a long (iur-
man motorized golumn moving
up to the front, and as we (ic

Both Allied and Nazi fmces captured prisouers in
hundreds in the close combat of the continental north
. Europe fighting. While Father Sampson was héld ecap:
&tivc in " a stalag, U.S, troops captured Nazi treasurer
Franz Xaver and his son Franz Jr. in May 1945,

the Sugzpuze. That is the tallest
‘monptain in Germany; wonder-

ful skiing there, just wonderfule
wras: €He-wvas a-few-months-besMy-Wolfgang-is—=fine-s skier-for

a little boy — only he isn't a

Jittle boy,any miore. He is fif-

teep. and will be in the army
next year, How 1 miss them!”
The poor man-was so homesick
he was almost crylgg

'nd our children, Wolfgang and

Tarde .« . this was taken on

that it was ‘the only stable and
sensible organization in a world
gone mad, The Church in“Ger

Hnany—was—very—strong—mueh

stronger fhay in France or even
in Italy. He himself had heen
surprised at the Gérman break
through but was convinced that
it would peter out in a few
weeks .

'Then. he spoke of the positiorx
of the Church in Germany —|

-

* He knew, as all defsible Ger-
mans. knew, that Germanv was

real need of these things theny
selves” hefore foo many dajs
lmd passed. . .

. Chaplain Engel's Communion
set was then tossed: out, and 1
soldier, took the ch'llice as o
souvenity I iried to rescue it
‘without. success.

Theit ‘they got the box of
cookies my Aunt Millio had sen!
. me_ for ‘Christmas; they dove

¥ Exstside
.
mexr--~7:00

85 Bédkll
M.
Club Din-

!‘Ckp Gold.

[ [

Homend:ds
Day Exer
~T:45 ‘pwm,
n{lrmation
Pontlriéal

nelses, Sa

ws: "Vigll "
Mhitey .or
;fpie).

Ascension

¢),Gloria, ©
nd <canon
fon. Holy--

«Michael,.
, Gloria,

_ deman

of them, It had taken considep
ahle self-control to save tht)sc
cookies for Christmas, ind 1

folt like kicking myself now fm'l
not having caten them. as soonj -

as they had arrived. .

A mulefaced, hoorish’ soldiefr
yanked

grabbed my .xm and
amy wristwateh off, 1 told hiny
that I_was. a priest and an
American capiain and asked 1‘orl
it back. He just Taughed> Al

catiple of other sohdlers began‘ A

o argue with him, in my be
half I gathered, But wlthoul‘
success, .

I began calling for the Ger
man officer as loudly as I could,

The fellow started to go awayli

hut T followed him, still calling
for the Heulenant, Finally, with
what I took for.German pm{
-fanity, he handed my \xatch
back to me.

(That was XessOn number one
in dealing with German soldiers,
‘Yell at them, scream at then),
get red in the face, ‘distend your,
neck mustles, and be flushe
with anger. The soft word]
never. works. They seem fo- re-
gard as,weakness any ordef of
that is nnt backed by

into. these- and made shoxt workill

g

The heulenant returned and~ N
gidered sy driver and me inlofi

an American _half-track which

ft. Greg.
white),

they had 2pparently caplured.
We headed east. .

s

v

&%5.:@9‘&3*% i

€ assiu

w1 kia, Poland; or had they invad-
*ﬁ ed England,

|He seemed to be talking to

‘uuu < nuuu)n. auu \u.uguwu lu
showing me 2 hundred or more
picture§ of his wife dnd chil-
dren, relatives, friends, and so
on;

f‘See. here is m
With  Austia,  Hungary,

wife, Inge
Slova~

which could have
been done without great losses;
or hid Russia been left alone
until Englind was _defcated.

ega—to-st
the mechanized troops and ve-;
‘hicles, The weather had cleared
perfectly,

Following owr guards- e
e,|PUE  SPOOA, 8L} O PIE

tilegy

$

yeimtinter ial this was ChriskE

«

skirted the road Tor The néxt
several -miles, What a tremon-
dous job those planes dld: One
vehicle after another went up
in flames, The (erman casial~
ties were so great that we he-

K

!‘endcd, Nk a&
Steal q

ey, Gfam Naytral Spint + Jot.
S, F nch Dist 1109 Co., Aladdin, Pac”

* B Proof
Vhiskey

pronsmm iy

~PPhen—a vomparison of the vari-
ous religions "of the world:

. And so on and on until dawn,

himself talher than to me. He

INVES

PROOF

had gone an_with all this with-
out my asking any questlons
and wif

to draw me oyt. I dldn’t get it,
unless [ was™ simply being used
as a soundboard for his emo-
tional - jag; he - probably got,
some réliel £rom, vocalizing his:

He\ﬂnlshed by telling me

frustralions and homesickness.!

., Corp. Established
oflices in_ the United Staty
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The next fifteén days were {o
_be miserable ones. The firs
several hours were to.be inter
esting, howtver. Thrce young
German soldiers in the half
-track seemed decent young

men, As one of them couldlll.

speak some English, he' becamt

CALTI

’

their  interpreter.  THEY 711
spoke gbout - their famxhes.
* showing me pictures of their
parenits, brothers and sisters,

and, of cburSe, their “sweel) ™

_hearts.

All-of them were Catliolic "
greallll .

and treated 'me with-
“respect. Tliey. wondcréd &t - al
priest” being in the atmy and
sild that although ey Jadll
eard that-their- division . haf)l
- ‘'otte chaplaliy-(therearg sigliteet
chaplains {o “adiyislo: in the

. American Armyj none of thénm

had seen him- in two yeiits “oflfl

- gervice.

‘Since. I conldn’t be sure thai]

they were not after military ingll

formation of -some -sort, I letjl.
“théem " do the talkmg, Theyll
talked about everything dunng
our f1Ve hour trip.

Y was. ajnazed ‘at {heir - igno).

yance of the ‘yeal issués of thi
wats How_thorouglily the wro
-piaganda ahout the Jews and

“American-British imperialism®| .

had been sw:xllowed

'On our way back totheir reaf] .

we passed miles and miles of
.German -afmored vehicles andjl
{anks amoving westward They
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