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musie, it dign’t go too well,

- |services and took over the choir

' |we “were able tq fill it. I had. to
organize and conduct a chair,
buf since 1 knew, so htﬂe abouf-

Happlly, Lleutenant Roberts‘
(e was Jewish) offered his]
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'ru brmg you up to date - l‘at‘her Sampson, chaplain of the
101st Division, U.S. army ‘pajatroop corps, chuted into Nor-
many on D-Day and laler into Holland where Nazi and
Arnencan GI's faced sach other 1n the closest battle netion
articie deseribes I‘dther Samp- .
Som’s. face-{o feTcEf‘éié?)ﬁjf‘ T With Naut- troops.
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From Holland we drove in convoy through Belgium,
by way of Louvain and Brussels, into France, and just
beyénd Rhelms to Mounmelon, wheré we were 1o be

infantry camp. .

" The Germans had heen garrisoned there but had
left*in sich a hurry that they had not destroyed any-
thing. As a-iafter of fact, the Germans had made many

‘  “The headquarters commander pomted out fo
B8 Chaplain Engel and myself the buildings we were to
B use as both offices and billets, They were by far the
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days and in preaching while

sions all “during the Mass,

woild, It is the most beaytiful

intevest.”
Its morals are’ candxdly pagan.

The' French pebple are & pari-
dox to the forgigher, However,
I imagine that Americans are
likewise a pamdox to foreighers,
Engel and 1 ‘were forflynate
enough o procure ™
{lie ‘ballet, and the Paris Opera|

our expectétlons. .

(my first), éspecially so when

the-baliérina,during.-one of Je|

“eﬂtérmg ihe Tooms was the art
work on the walls,

It “had bhéeen done by a.yery
talented artist, and with cop-
siderable skill, but was obscene
s put himself at the g - beyond  description.  Chaplain
the movemgnt, and I . Ingel covered the  art with
ate in security from B blankets; he said his wife would
elsewhere. : k]now mstinctwelyh it he ever
Reds ¢an hold the slept in a foom where pletures
g gah;‘ that . would of this ‘sort were exposed to
quantifies of . air- view.
= but they will not . We agreed ibat such art
lo suppress the free. would Have td glve way to our
ters—h—thei acs - prudery, aind -the next day wc
mourntains and val- would put a good thiek layer of
es§ the Dalai Lama paint over it. We discovered
intervened. N :h::lt agl the l:arﬁncll:s 05 the: 1}10!1
it cert simllarly decornted
Llsi?:tr:;re%gggﬂﬁe:: Init X'm afrald the most of ﬂx’
\ngary. men ‘were nab‘as serupulots.on
v “the subject as were- Chaplain
Ergel and myself.
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the effect is as though the|
entire structure is carved out off,;
one gigantic picce of stone. Al
thonghuthe cathedral had beei
shelled- badly durmg the “first

lasting testimonial to the faith

It was a privilege for me to
say Mass that mobrning _at thellp
Blessed Sacrament allar. Chap:|
ldin Engel is a great student of
archi:|
tecture and has an ericylopoedic
of stz'zined glass

Most of the windows that had
been removed during the early Egawrence Critchell, the assist-
stages of fthe war were now|d
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pitdls in the vicinity to sing” for :

'l‘he_pnests took turns in say-
1ling the. mam High Mass on Suns-

the other priests heayd confes
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Housé more thian lived up~tof —

The ballet was® entertammg‘

—Paiatroopers—of-the 5
Germans, Decembe

months)

A large namber of men werej
on pass, and the military police
in Paris, Rheims, Mourmelon,
and other. cities were ordered
to send.ll airMorne men back
to their hase camp immediately.
An officet was to be left behind
to- gather this group together
and to follow us up to Bustegne.]
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Chaplain. Engel and I threw
our combat equipmént and bed-
rollfs “into my-jeep (Chaplain

intricate iwirls, .fell. She rose,
however, smiled prettily, and
¢arried 1t off quite tell.

\rived, Colonel Ewell assembled
them and spoke to. them ‘ip; 2
kindly way, As he welcomed
them as- fullfledged members
Uof the regiment, he fold them
that the men they had replaced
had set a very
of military service and that the

bl

.When the -replacements ai-l .,

}‘ugh standard

new men were obligated to Hive
tp to that standard. His wonder-

1Engel’s . jeep Was Deinf Gvers
hauléd), piled in, and took” 6EF

and fifty miles away,

The atmosphers around that
town of about. fifteen thousand;
vas  really
were “jammed . with vehicles)
going both ways, A truck com-
pany commander leading ‘his
forty or fifty trucks westwardy’
had jammed the division's ten-}

to Bastogne in a hurry.-
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me—t ver,
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for Bastogne, <dbout a hundre&‘-w

¢onfused,, Roads}

‘-commandens there, he was
[poiiting out &n a'map \vhat*he
had been told about the- situa-
tion, When he ﬁmshed he

logked around and. szud
questlons""

All {he ofﬁcers Just looked
at'him wiil open fontlis, Ewell
broke into ome of i rare
Inuglis, “Cripes, Wwint a mess,|
Hl?Y The  tensia ‘relaxed.
PWell; itst “The sifiation is}
in- thei

-enemy arg sure to he just ahout;
as contused as we, are »
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he seminary came to me with

"R e “problem.

- I ‘havé- abﬁwf thirt}é -boysy
Here he- said: “Do you, think! i

should try td get them out of?,

Bastngne or not?” _‘_ .

“L can’t tell you, Father T
eally don't know. what -would
B best, There mgy he some
ishting in the city liter-on. Do

Frxdav, Aprit 4, 1359

several American trucks bx‘tng~
iy i supplies, and eapflxred
ot whole medtmﬁ, compary at
fhe sSame- time, Our own regle

nental supply trucks Had boen

capmxe& umre too, slong with
several  aid . men.

you have a deep..hasement;

£.it. comias to that? On f(he
ofhér hand, we know that we

e 4ust about sufrounded and]
in :Mo myy be entitely
o—rray—he

: : atfack -s,urrounqling
L Belm was

morrow:’ We Te gomg to, need
some air supporf, How about &
cup of fea?”

He poured some ot water,
info two cups, took out a much-
wused temg*fmn
and dunked it = few times in
'each cup. A greater sacrifice
Hfor. a buddy- could he e‘{pected
of np soldxer.

* The fivst da3 745 Hiot too bad,
and our casualties were not
d__héen!
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" On the twentieth of Decem-
ber, I was sitiing around alter

Since Dow .
Waldman {old me that we were
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4He stulf that the Germans had
168t behiid,”

We loaded the ;eep with two
tehests _of much-neddgd. e g
nient and ivere rgad ead
back to the reg:mental aid
station.,

H‘oweve\r, a soldier on oltt ost
guard told me that thers
been duite a skirmish the lmy

dirper with a group of regi-
mientdl headgunrters men, Doe
Waldmarf, pne of fhe surgeens,ny
and several of his aid men, As
wounded had really. been cont-
jng in fast; we were all qulle
{ired from caring for them. We
were just having-a smoke and
a short break when Mr. Sheen,
the Communications Warrant
Officer, came ini. “You should
sée what I have just seen,” he
satd. “A- group of tronpers
machine-gunned  on -the -rogd
*1about - two mﬂes north of here.”

1 asked him where the place
was , ., perhaps some wounded
were left thére, He conldn't ex-
plain it vety well an the map,
for there were four roads going:
north out of Bastogne,

vious night on the oiher side of
the hill. He thought there

dght still be somé woundéd
}eft there.

-soned, We drove aver the hill
to see, and just over the crest
of the hill.we ran info Ger-
mans . . , hundreds of them,
An armared car Ievelled is gun
at us, dnd the Getmans jumped
out ‘from hohtnd trees, yelling
56 econnais-
sance vemcle camie up quickiy

“Stop {he jeep, Adams”.T
sald. “I'm sorry I got yoit into
this méss)' .

“That's 0K,
mumbled.

Parbaps that was the.p‘l‘acev
Sheen had referved to, I rea- -
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-ently been so confused by the
variety of reports from their

My driver, Cpl. Adams, and I
piled into- the jesp and went te
try to find the ;place. Since we

With hi§ frank appraisal and
ool mannér, Ewell“had te-

icary that they
'wore inder the finest leader-
ship our contry’ could proygde
for any reglment.

Then he spotted Engel and|
myself. “Hi, Chaplains. How

A mto Bustognie,

‘patrols that they. had. paused
just lgng enough for Ewell 1o
get his battaliens in position in
time to be able to blunt the

oint of Rundstedt's spearthrust

" Tha reginiental headquariens

abiout. pultmg a petiton in.to

your Boss for cIear weather to—tseemed fo headqaarter in a

(had moved into a Catholic jun-
fof seminary. We always

coyldn'’t find fhe bodies Shoeén]
had 'spoken about, I decided tof,
keep going a. mile or so farthery
6 to whera our diviston medi-
cal company had begn captured
lf)y the Germans the mght be-
ore,

A ‘fow’ Gergan velilcles: ar-
mored cars, etc., had coma up

We were captured.
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ful droll wit won the new men
to his. side immedxately;

Chaplain ‘Engel and I had
just finisHed writing letlers fo
the families of our Holland
casualties when we were awak-
ened at two am. by Licutenant

todt was 'mnhnv a

nt 1(13utant He told us that as

trucks off the road, he refused.
General Higgins

he saw. the wisdom of promp
obedience. Emergency called
for emergency, measures,

pulled* his
forty-five out aind ordered ‘the
captain once more, This timej

,When General Higgins, our |~
dlvision deputy commander, .or-}
dered the captain to fake his|k®

leavihg imnmediately to plag the
lon. just a little over thy

hig breaks ’thlough, we would be
gap. We had heen in Mourme-
weeks (and had been told w’lhav

imental CP. Colonel Ewell
}ns staif and battahé’n

et &

 India

P . The Rheimi bcathegral Is, 1
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troublemakers.
fon was placed before

ahead of the rest- of the cop-
yoys, Chaplain Engel suggested
ihat we drive theeightéen niles
back to Rhelms in order to'sce
the cathédral and that.1 might
nay Mass there,.
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nefy, and as delicate jin jlg
detail as fine lace. It is lin.

offensive the following March,
fo) heen told that we
wottld not be used during the
'winter. We had lost too. miny
men in Franes and ¥olland:
Replacements weren't -éven in
yet, -and they had to be tramed
Tonce they “arrived, -~ .

New .equipment had to be
pracureay Many changes had to
bé made in the regiment. ¥es;
definitely we were told- that we
would be heto for three or four
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How wonderful to find' this season’s

two-piece shirtwaist diess for do
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pleated skirt with a generous

g hern 1 arui trim plaque front, The veck-.
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. adapls eas.dy) -

.U A Wow:n Harby«smpe shutwa;tt dress

grey or toush

B. Two-piece shirtwaist -with wxde

-siripes of black,. hmghb blue: o rﬁd on

white,

K « €, Foral smpe,sl'
L or yel!mw o white -+

MrCmif: Elou;c Ce:xfm Smet Floor,
Nmég-r!ema’ Mcc‘rzi 33 af Gmem

ein tuitgqo’isg; pmrc

V.
H

e A

F S,

i



that.com.-
file:///vith

