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LOOK OUT 
One of the men' sow at lieu-

By REF . (Lt. C8E) 'FRANCIS L., SAMPSON 
To bring you up to date—Father Sani@)n, chaplain of the 

101st Division U,S> Army paratioop corps, thuted into Nor­
mandy on. DJDayv He was doing-double 4uty-as chaplain and 
medic at a farmrhouse "hospital" when orders came to evacu­
ate all able to walk, He chose to stay with those \?no were 
left .behind: ' > ; ' •<• 

.'©oc"Ca:ri41 eal#,:ti}es,aid mea together, ^One-of 

. lain,1 ' l i e fcai'a nunjb.er of s traps in Ills' JBand. "Here;, 
draw oire, T?fie shor t straw stays." A. man by tbe nairie 
of P}she| 'drew the shqriuone. ^ .-_ ' 

As soon as the last of our .forces had left, I made 
a .-white f lag from a sheet and hung it out , the dboj, 
Darkness -came quickly, and I expected the Germans 
witmn. an. flour. " ,r'.% ; - , - .• • • . • 

Fisher gave the man with the. 
grenade wounds another Unit 
of plasrrta while t changed the 
dtessing-4>£41ie--man With-the nQtBIng-of ̂ mllita^ valuer I re-
•head wounds. With: trre'WSIEtng 
wounded gone we--had more 
room in,-the. main part of the 
house, so X moved all but two 
men into the main room. Every 

-fifteen minutes I would gu uui 
and .wave the white flag 'be­
cause I was afraid the Ger­
many suspecting a trap, would 
fire hand grenades and .mortars 
into the. house before apprpach-
tt. 

All night long this went on. 
The boy with the grenade 

wound died in ray- arms about 
four'am. clutching the crucifix 
I ..'had taken down from the 
wail. It was a peaceful arid holy 
death. All ,the boys joined in 
prayers for him. 

The medic Fisher and -myself 

-Avenl£jiutl-3^&erman-jumpei flsM&r 

spoke English, I explained thai 
was a chaplain, afltt knew 

Quested7 to be" alTbwed to stay 
with mjr wounded njen, The of­
ficer permitted this, and ipy 
noncom friend too* me back, 

The Fallschirrajagers had 
ransacked" UKS'house' of what 
food they could find, picked up 
a few hand grenades that QUI-
men had left in the Jard, and 
filled their 'cantee'ns with* wine 
from the barrel in tKe shed, 

The Catholic German noncom, 
In a very. friendly way* told 
me to stay with ray "comrades'' 
(I was so glad of the .univer­
sality of the Church). He said 
that a German doctor would 
come In a day or so. 1 had to 
show him the wounds of all 
the men and.practically every 
square Inch, of the house 
drawers, cupboards, attic, etc,-— 

fields and in the Toads and Inf Jk W M 1 . U k M * i i r 
the ditches, and Moated, cow* M r m y l i P w W H * 
and mules were lying on their — - " 
backs with legs sticking grotes­
quely in the air. Alt this made 
me realize how fortunate we 
were to nave survived the hst 
eight hoars. -» 

tenant sneaking up on our 
building with hand grenades 
and called out to him, "Ameri­
cans In here?\3Phe lieutenant 
turned out to be BJackmon, an 
All-American end for Alabama, 
who had taken over command 
of Company B after Captain 
Bogart was killed. 1 ran out and 
stopped::him, yelling fqrr all | 
was!' wort&. He- said tba,t he 
:^9UgMtt | re ' tere German* in 
IftereX1:;.. V ••'. "., ''''.. ". ""..'••'''.-
•; The Germans who 'had '.re* 
isa"ihe# ahd. ^fce .-not. Stilled 
lwete; captured. .Blackmon told 
me:-tiiat-rthev!bpfly Of *8a#!: 
Broulihan, of -Veatura, e&liforr 
rtfa,: i n e ' bf:''the>- fih;est̂ .' most 
^hWesBine, "sndf Titos?-. jdeycut 
lads "In, She reiirafehtj WaMyJnfe 
on the road a few yatis down 
the niSi;- hfc'had' beenkilled In 
€b,p iates*^ountferaJtacic 

The wounded men were 
quickly, evacuate*! to:. Ihe dlvi-
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during the morriin^ hour* t$e 
wounded were rasming only in 
small numbers; &onfeJine j h % 
is not nearly as Urintiit tnlttf,. 
as hospital w i f e , %$*/&$& 
when the wounded •faep^pqnt» 
ing in a s they cUd jrnose iirsF" 
few days. 

Lieutenant Sheridan'flf head-
quarters company ̂ arrived a t 
the hospital with a coupler of 
wounded men mi tola hie 18aj 
the regiment was' assembling at* 
a nearby town-Tig' drove jneT 
there n* his jeep. % reported 
in and went to.find a place to 
sleeps fefT X could scarcely ntosr 

Moehringen, Gasman/. 
He Is the jcathor of . the 

"look Out Below." 
Father Sampsson, t priest 

of the Bes Marines diocese, 
was awarded lh« Commenda­
tion Ribbon wISh Metal Pen-
dant at ceremoanles here in 
the .office of e»l . luther TV. 
BlyttUt,. CAC Chdejl of Ch|p-
M& "• k, '• - ' ' . . . . . . . . 

' ^ * by this time, 
they alwayi-ttJdBe-ihe S i g n ^ t j ^ u f t o ^ h . a n d ^ t ^ ^ 
thfi- Gross'•' when S-tooJi out the other nsen from the dempHtisn; 
stole,' -^liey .irticX*B:' aefs. of con-|slatob« dw^ a tteep, convfprt-
txitiba a n d r&esiyel Viaticura afeie foxiioie {or fiie and headefl 
revefefttiy >S; wel|;lnstnicted 
and gdpdi :Ga;tlio.lw:K 

set up i n ah ehormqus French 
chateau. A «att around the 
chateau :̂ arid its adlofft»ig..buuaV 
ings ltja'ae it look like afortfess. 

Between.two and .three, hurt: 

' ;flese, ^pr i^ar i i i icTy wm 
inosfiy. frnra^Ba^arifi Manyof 
thenj Wera In jh«sir <!«rly teens; 
*6rne had^ ao}' even! begun to 
:sha\re,' . ' ,- .• • * • *. 

Asi'I- waa; joirsg" front .one 'to 
another h'ea'tlns confesslonsi 

ngr-*n44v«lpitig-4h*^«^ 

Jt down with a farachtite, 

Just a s -1 was about to lie 

dred. wounded, were lying, on 
the laWn- There were about the, 
sgine number in. the maln,huild> 
fag; '..'•'' ' "' 

VTJJE hospital.cbaplaln, ^at! 

of the 103,|t ASrbornes I)i\»fsion oa- patrol somewhere i n 
» TJorinandy im June, 1 9 # * • " 

the rest of the ceiling-, camel .Scared as I.was, Hits argu> 
down-on. the. hoy, t h e j d Ws.l»entslriKkjjg«o:fu|r^-a£tI« 
head in my .arm and cleared 

aEain-changed-alr-thcrbandages to be sure we weren't, hiding 
of -the men. As I- was cookinj? 
some hot chocolate, I looked 
out and saw Germans set up a 
machine gun in'the front yard. 
I grabbed the white. flag j n d 

any weapons. 

Then," he left; hut the Fall-
sehirmjagers dug in about the 
grounds and in the adjoining 

at me and stuck a Schroizcr 
grease gun in 'my stomach. 

I could ^ee'by the badges on 
their breasts that these soldiers 
were Hitler's fralisChirriijagcrs 
(paratroopers). I.tried to tell 
them that the hous>e was full 
of wounded men, but two of 
them-pushed me toward t h e 
road and prodded me with 
their weapons. 

"When we had gone about a 
quarter of a mile, they stopped. 

A. One of them pushed, me across 
-the road ditch and ^gainst the 
hedgeroW.'He stepped backhand 
both sbldlers* ptuled "the"holts 
of their weapons. I said a quick 

• act of contrition. 
<K later dawned on me that 

whenever I was in any great 
danger, Instead of the act.of 

• contrition which I intended and 
tried to say, X always 'said the 
grace before meals . , . "Bless 
us, 0 Lord,' for -those and all 
Thy giltsj which of Thy bounty 
we are about to receive through 
Christ Our Lord.") 

Just then there were some 
shots fired a few feet over our 
heads. I t was a' German hon-
com firing to attract the atten-
tion of the men I was wuhT 
Ho came, running down the 
road ana stopped when he 
reached^ us.- He was a flne-
looidug, tough soldier of about 
twenty-five. -. ft. 

He spolce to my two captors 
and told me in broken English 
to come with him. I told him 
t Was a Catholic priest and 
showed him my credentials. 

To my real; amazement he 
snapped to attention, salBtco. 
made a slight bow, and showed 
me a .religious, medal pinned 
inside h i s uniform. (A great 
many German' soldiers wear 
medals or religious badges and 

rosaries—aa^—prayer-

The wounded men" had been 
very badly frightened. On? Got-
mah had", put £ gurl to piie 
man's head and pulled back the 
bolt; all the others had turned 
their heads away. Another had 
fired above -their heads and 
into the ceiling, The men were 
weak from fear, asX was, but 
they Were all quite, calm 

Fisher and I spent the next 
few hours 'changing: Bajndages 
and giving plasma. Wo fixed a 
hit of hot chocolate, and what 
few .rations had Escaped t h e 
Germans'. notice- They. were 
constantly running around out* 
side the house and- apparently 
were planning to stay perman­
ently. 

trfto men gradually f e l l 
asleep, and about ten pan, 
did so too. Just about midnight, 
shells began to fall. A good 
part of the village seemed-to be 
disintegrating undo'r the heavy 
barrage. Fortunately most of 
the French people had deserted 
Addeyjile'the day before. 

The artillery becamo intense, 
and the whole house literally 
bounced and shook lor fdur 
hours!? Orte of the men said it 
musiHiu uut uwu aLUIIery'tj'y 

-carry 
Bbi 

the noncom took me a little 
further down the road to 4 
German" officer who in turn 
called art intelligence man who 

ing to root the Gerjnans 6ut of 
this strategic high ground. One 
ceiling b e a m cracked and 
looked ready to. gives Way. 

The piaster was dropping all 
over the place, "Window glass 
sprayed, the room. As eleven of 
the most seriously wounded 
were in tlie big room* I put 
three of them Under the beds 
for nfotcctlon. The two men 
with broken legs Wert Irtjhe 
'tftchon; KeanwMie Miner"- waB 
in the bara holding down the 
3oy who had gone out of his 
head and who was frying 'to 
run out to the Germans. 

Ahniit 0230 iimir,'! fhi-fje Shelljj 
made direct hits on' tlie house 
one alter the Other. Half the 
house collapsed on the two tten 
in the kitchen. X heard, one of 
them call; out,-""Father Samp 
son!" Just a s l got to'the door, 

away debris till I couid touch 
his chest. His heart pumped 
very hard" for about one minute 
and then stopped..I dug in the 
debris until I found, the other 
soldier. He was dead. The roof 
of the kitchen and the entire 
wall were blown out although 
the wall had been at least two 
feet thick. The wall between 
the kitchen and the main- room 
had been pushed in, and ^ome 
of the~stohes had fallen o n the 
other, men but had not hurt any 
of them seriously* .- _ . , \. 

The entire house was so filled 
with dust that I could scarcely 
find my way £rom one man to 
another to see if each was all 
right. I went to the b a m to 
Inquire about Fisher" and his 
patient Fisher said that the 
soldier was either, asleep or utt 
conscious;, he hadnlt made a 
move during the entire shell­
ing. Examining him we. found 
nothing seriously Wrong, but ho 
didn't wake up despite the 
noise; 

As the shelling continued, I 
had the men take turns In 
leading the others in the Jkord'is 
Prayer. 

Of all ihe times and. places 
for a religious. argumem\!'.'When 
one of the inert finished with 
' . . . for thine is the Kingdom, 

and the Power, and 'the Gloryi 
now and forever/' one of the 
Catholic men said that i t didn't 
belong; there. The Protestant 
men insisted that it did. The 
other Catholic men joined in to 
insist It 4idn't Belong. ,' 

I was grateful;for the argu-
for 

tbrie II afwosl, bHecaitie hysterl 
cal. I .was ha'ppjr t o notice that 
In spite of Ihedr ' differences, 
praying togclhesr seemed to 
calm the meiil, ,t— 

A flash-light had been blown 
o a t of the holise ana1 somehow 
turned on. It seemeiTEd" fjooi 
the remainder erf the hbusse in 
light-and, wassuxe to draw con­
tinued fire both, from our ar­
tillery . and: irom tlio enemy 
srflall arms. Just as. I stepped 
out to turn It off, n' German 
soldier brushed past me run­
ning for all lie w a s worth, and 
its I reached u* turn ou t the 
flashlight, I saw another Ger­
man sdlcHer In,the creek a. iew 
feet'awasvHo moved a h i t and 
groaned, and lvh,en I lifted him 
up , he died. 

After slving fainx a quick ab­
solution, I turned around to go 
back into tlie house. There, 
.leaning against "the house, with 
st light machines gun across his 
fcjqeo, was-a German facing In 
ray •direction; t said -what was 
suppose*! to bes an net of con­
trition (graiiO bertre :meals 
again,. Km atefid) and r a n into 
the house. 5'lies nffljt morning 
t h e Genman waas-at|tl there,in 
the same position. lit) was dead 
and apparently i m d licen all the 
time, 

shone In the east, the tempo of 
thfr-f ire became- -intense- and 
lasted for- an hour Or more. 
Then it suddenly decreased to 
almost nothing. 

Either the American attack 
on this position was successful 
and the Germans had with-

am, J surmised, or our troops 
had failed to recapture our- po­
sition. "We 'would know very 
shortly. "Every building in the 
village was a shambles* Our 
houso had been .riddled with 
liffeand machiafegiin fire, 

Durreri,. l o o k e d completely 
washed o u t H?-bad had scarce­
ly any sleep since his liospital 
.unit had comO in. with the sec­
ond wave after iMDa?V I told 
him fjrgb to bed, that I would 
take-pver. He did so but made 
me promise to wake him at 
020O hours. 

testiht a n d 3e.»a3h inen to say 
a:"prayer. and,rraak? an act of 
contfltlonp, a (Opichlng tacident 
occurrecL. 

-fMd-MOltfectaJJer, 
who wisThorribty wounded; 
abdomen had'beaett lipped open, 
antebii intestines* and other or-

, , ians-had bulgecX out and hung 
fifrf ^yn^-A-g-Amiti-gjaiiwith a ser. 

down>* Sennaii'medtian.'Bomo- . 
er, coming' ovei at about twelve 
hundrect feet, • throttle^ down 
i t i motors and drbppei Qiree -
small bombs, the- regimental 
staff came cunning out of the 
buildings at the apjSxbach of 
.th?. plaJne, and didn't stop for 
petmivaoit to us&'any foxholes!— 
I t gave the men quite a laugh 
to see the brass taking running 
dives for the nearest holes. 

The "bombs landed right in' 
e-middie:of«thftiielrl-we were 

in, but the only casualties were 
three cows,, -. 

. The only exposed person dur-
ing this small"Jrald was a 

-! 

Bead Germans lay in the 

It was then seven. p.ra-iFather 
.Durren had taggced the men he 
had anointed, and indicated on 
the medical tags of the other 
men those whose confessions he 
had heard. The^wounded were 
corning in steadily — b o t h 
American and German wound­
ed. 

I had picked u p enough Ger­
man to he able to asfc if they 
were Catholic or Protestant and 
to tel| them, that I Was a priest, 
;£bouf sixty per cent of these 
Germans Wore Catholic, arid 

iou? head Muotd lay on a 
stretcher ahouC twenty feet' 
away. 

A medicjad -tucked a folded 
blanket under €Jte head of the 
American,, but Q ie blanket had 
slipped from, his* litter. He was 
groaning because o(. t h e pain­
ful position of liis head. The 
German soldier liad crawled off 
his litter and along t h e floor 
on his back to the slfle of the 
American,- flxesd the folded 
blanket gander I l l s head again, 
and crawled- batck to his own 
litter. The Gorrraan soldier; only 
a •youngster, daed within the 
hour. 

I remained art the hospital 
until noon the following day, 
sleeping from tiiree to t ix ant. 
I did not wake u p Father Dur-
rerrnntll-sevort a,m, as-be had 
been completely exhausted, and) 

French woman in toe mmaie 
of the field busy milking *>«« 
of the herd. I dotft think the 
missed a stroke when the bomb* 
fell* and she went right on 
milking after it.was over . . , 
e'est. la. guerre, . . 

If fae whole German Iiuft-
waffe canje o v e r then, it 
coiildii*t have kept me, from 
going to steep; I slept twenty, 
four hours straight through. , 

Iht rtuntly frinftjt took 
"Lock Out Below" is publnM 
with pttmhiton of tit Catholic 
UnktrsHj o± America flf*//, 

rW«sb"mgt0n. All ffiotojiJIusifi}*" 
htg this stries in the Com'ttr 
]6mmt\art offitid. US, Arm) 
pbotor-

.NECT.TfEEK . O,-
Klsslon Accomplished 

htentj-for-ir-amnrrod timm 
somewhat from the danger of 
our situation, i told them caoh 
to-say It in whatever1 -way he 
ha;d: learned it. 

How we survived that night 
X shall never kaowVoiccept that 
the calra, foment prayers of 
fihoso wounded m e n didn't leave 
God any choice in the matter 
but to answer t h e m The artil­
lery let up Just before 0400 
hours, and-the small'arms fire 
•increased. A tracer bullet came 
tHroTTgri—trro—wrndow;;—Jrrst 
gprazed m y logj, and se t my 
grants ori'flri!,. 

As the first rayj of light' 
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BECOME A 

Wide choice of activities: Teichmg;' 

OR 
1; Par ish Watk. Pi-c'idiltig1^ Fm%iic and 
Home Missions -and Retreat Work* 

1 •»%« v-v«- .̂-rvT^-r-. Write: T i e ialLottSne Fatitcxs, 
.*_*'. B R O T H E R 30^N.PacaSdj3tebioretMcl 
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Toifoy, ihcam for. ye$rstH wfiy,, 

CoYferiior's Glut) 
is the big 
"A* blend qu 

• Ks low priced! • 
i ' It's 25?* piorc whlslcey -

•thana'mii"! ." '• 
- • ItVth8%*'A"hfend!,. ; 

. trt-fa^ajii-'Sier** • 

Join the *Gtab* #oii><i*.<,> 

NOW! 

•—>(FiN& seufc'ct Eof-t— 
fttENDEO W»HilS)<feyr 

|»vWt60i*;-sS'«:. ̂ i c J K t % W s K l i S : 1 # ' S « ' # S f tJ*"Mote 0tDi_ 

"*v- * J' umiiib Wrt'H-ifflsC?-GttABH KEiiwM SPIRITS . . ; 
I. |t;JU':^Hk$fifcW» i»i!l& |Nd*, WSIiaERS, rHlij^HlfHW,^. 

BORROW MON 
m^&&%® 

LlHQGLH EoGHES^ER»3 

' i5ny^ayW*l*l«i^,ny.tew''; 

ifttiply by'.¥ft1;ficE etieckti •' ':» "-.' .',,,-. 

M. No rfmrak'ofiqi^if^Md^yod.dofi'f ,ii*e.-yo« oexourt. - * . 

Springtime" and Easter herald 'fKe awaltefting 

¥ f liferui aK" 4lri$ IsM"a*"ft sfcoulcl-6* M our hearfj,~. 

a revivliig oi hops, bye, arid faith- for otirttlvej, 

tour families and all thaworWi Parfajti^of thesi 

blessings offered to you this Holy Seaton* 
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