As soon as the last of-
a white flag from a sheet.

within an. ; our. i

grenade wounds another unit

of plasma “while ¥ changed the|
dressing_of the.man with-the/nothing of military value: I.res
-head wolind:;, Witht th“é’Tﬂng
wounded gone we had moye

room n; the. main part of the

h¢{»n

By

mans; suspecting a trap, would|

fire hand grenades and mortars

;Eto thie. house ‘before apprpach-

All night long this went on,

* The hoy with the _grenade
wound ‘died in my-arms about

four am. clutching the crucifix
I,-had taken .down from the

wall It was a peaceful and holy
death, AJl the hoys. joined in

pmyers for him,

‘The medic Fisher and myself]
again-changed-allthe bandages
of -the men. As I. was cooking

some hot chocolate, I looked

out and saw Gefmans set up a}

machine gun intthe front yard.
I grabbed the white.flag and

-..went_ouf. A _German—jumped;

at ‘me and stuck 8 Schmizer
grease gun in my stomach.

. T cond see by the badges on
their breasts that these soldiers

were Hitler’s Fallschirmjagers

(paratroopers). I tried fo tell
them that ihe house -was--full
of wounded men, but two of

them- pushed me foward the
road and prodded me with

their weapons,

‘When we had gone about a

quarter of a mile, they stopped.

. One of them pushed me across
-the road ditch and-jgainst the
hedgerow, “He stepped back, arid|
- both sbidiers pulled “fhe ~bolts|
of their weapons. I said .a quick

act of contrition.

(It latér dawnéd on: me that]
. whenever I was In any great
danger, irstead of the act of
contritiort which I'intended and

tried to say, I slways ‘said the
grace bhefore meals . , . “Bless

ug, 0 Lord, for -these and 2iL
Thy gifts; which of Thy bounty

we are about to receive through
Christ QOur Lord.”)

Just then there were some

shots fired a few feet over our
heads. It was & German non-

com firing to altract the atien-

AT N

tion of the men 1 was. with,
He camﬁ runiing down the
road anfl stopped when 'he
reached us: He was o fine|®
fookiug; fough suldxer of about
twentyfive. e E

He spoke to my two ‘caplors
and told me in broken English

{o come with him, I told him

I was a Catholic priest and
showed him my credentials. '

To- my real’ amazement he
§napped to attentiom, salated.
made a stight bow, and showed
. me-a,religious. medal pinned
- inside his uniform. (A- great
many German soldiers wear
medals or religious badges and
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The noncom took me a littie
further down the Toad to &
German ‘officer Wwho in turn
calIed an intelhgence man wha

ort. straw stays " Ayman by’ the naing
he short one. '

our forces. had Ieft I ma ‘e
and hung it out. the door. |

Darkiess -came - qulckl A and I expected the Ger ans

t"'t[ - -

Fisher gave the man with thel

house, so I moved all but two
men into the main room. Every

and .wave the white flag be-
cause I Wwas afraid the Ger-

hours) One of the men said it
Frrrasteh

spoke Enghsh I expldmed that .
I was a chaplain. and knew

quigsted” to. be allowed to st
with my wounded mjen, The of
ficer permitted this, and
‘noncom friend took me back, .
The Fallschxrmjagers had

g 10tse™ 0
food they could fing, picked up
a-few hand grenades that our
men had left in the yird, and
filled their canteens with Wine
from the bagrel in {he shed,

The Cathollc Germnn noncom,
in a very. friendly wiy; told

that a German. doctor would
come ln a day or so. I had fo
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du:iﬂg the memfng hours e
W ﬁnde& were coming only in

A becxzﬁy

when ttxe woundetf keep LT
T Hing i @ ey i m;'/—?iiﬁ%

went fo_find i ple
ep, for I could schrgely 1 mve—
by ihis time, .

v Ways ma:iie.iha SXEILOI Ju{ktmich mm_

s whi & togk out the

ds of con-iplatotn dug a deep, comfort:

4 Viaticum]able foxhole for me and hedded
lnstx:ucted it ‘down: with & parachute, '

other mren from fhe deémolition -

Just. as I was about to lie

] nmeﬁ were down, 2 German 'meaium omb- .

nostly £ = am of|er, coming over at about twelve
m, wera in thexr mly feens;

oie had nol weven, begnn to

trltion, ’a <tomching incldent

' w};o as orrlb!:y wounded, g
‘\:/bdomen Had'heen ripped open,
! miestlnes and: othey or-

out and hung

siretchet abhuge twenty foet!

A medxc had ucked a folded
blanket under £hé fiead of the
Affierican, it £he hlanket had
slipped £rom his litler. Fe was}
groaning beguse of the pain{ If the whole German I.uft
ALful-position of his head, The|waffe cams over then,

German soldlgr Zhlad or:;vle;ll off!
his litter ani =alon e floor
on his back lo the gside of -theifour hours straight through.
the folded
blanket ;unde\' Tis head again,
and crawled back o his own
littér. The Goyrxatt soldier; only
Ia1 youngster, d3ed withix

ond Yave after D-Day. 1 told
A him: 1 go fo hedt, that X would
"Ttake gver, Hé did so but made
me promise to wake him at

.Paratlodpers of the 101t A:xrbofne-_ Div;s

Nonnandyin: June, 1944 -

Scared as Iwas, (s arge
'nent slruck ne so-fuiiny at the
1 almost brecails hysterl
cal. Iwas happF to mtice that
i spite of fhedr dlfferenceq,

calm the men,

A flasblnght had ben blown
louit of the hose and somehow
‘turned on, It seemel to 100
the remainder of the house in
light-and wasgsuxe todraw con
tinued fixe hothr from our ar
titlery and [roxn
srhall arms. Just ag’l stepped

ion on. pa roI someWhere i’

shone in the east, the tempo of
thefire. - became- -intense.and}™
lasted for. an hour or more.
Then it suddenly decreased to
Almgost nothing.

Exther the American attack
on this position was successful
iand .the Germans had with.
dmm&mggg,.ew_.tz_m._
had failed to recapture our. po-
sitiop. "'We ‘would know very
shotly. Every buiilding in the
village was a shambles. Our
housc had been riddled with
yiffe.and machine-gun_fire, ' |

me to-stay with my “comrades”|fhe rest of the cejling‘_ came|
(T ‘was so glad of {he univer-ldown on_ the boy, I held his
sality of the Church). He $ald|head in my atm and clearqq[tim

away debris till T codld touch

show him the wounds of alyjhis ¢hest. His heart pumped
the men and pracileally every|Very hard for about one mmulte
square inch of the liouse~|o0d then stopped..I dug in the
dnwers, cuphoards, atile, ete,{debris until I found the -ather
to he sure we weren', hldlng soldier. He was dead. The roof
any weapons, ° of the kitchen and the entire

0 wall wﬁre}:} lélo};vn outt la;tshto;xgh
Then he left; but the Fal.|the wall had been at least tyo
schirmjagers dug in about thejieet thick. The wall between
grounds and in the admmmg the kitchen an
fields, - had been .pushed in, and some

It was then sevem pm. ather
Durren had tagged the
had: anointed and indicated on
the medical fags of the other|
men those whose confessions he
had heard, The wounded were
in steadily — both
American and German wound-

I remaing at the hospital
untfll noon - e folowing day,
sleeping from three fo six aam.{pboses.
1 did not wake up Father Dur-

I had picked uap enotxgh Ger-
man to be ahle to ask if they
were Catholic or Protestant and
to tel] them.that I was =a priest,

the main- Toom

fnant- had put & gun to ‘one

into the ceiling, The men werejright, I

Fisher and I spent the ncxt

and giving plasma, ' Wo fixed a
bit of hot chocolate. apd ‘what
fow _rations had ¢scaped the
L Germins’ . notice: They ., were noise.
constaintly running around onti|

The men gradually fell Prayer.

The m:tmery became intense,
and the whele house literally
bounced and shook for fdur

this. strategic high ground. One
celling beam cracked and
looked réady to glve way,

of the stoties had fallen om the

About - sixty per cent of these
The wounded men lxad bcen other, menr but had not hurt uny

out to turn it «off, 1 German
soldiet brushd past me rup

hupdrett fest, - throttled down

small bombs, The: regimental
staff came running out of the
bmldings at the apgroach of

15iithe. plane, and didn’t stop for
O rpermission-to-useany-forhol

e,

its motors and dropped thtee -

1t gave: the men quite a Iaugh
fito see the brass taking runping
dxves for the nearest holes.’

The “hombs Tanded rlght in -
he-middle of-the fleld-we were
i8lin, byt the only casu;lties we;-e
thxee COWS, , .

The only exposed person rIur-
ing this small ‘raid was 4

¥rénch woman in the middle
of the field busy milking one
of the herd. I don’t think she
raissed a stroke when the bombs
fell, and she went right on.
milkiug after it was. 0ver ces
c'est 1a. guerre,

couldn*t have kept me from’
going to sleep: I slept. twenty-

The recently printed ank
“Look Owui Below” is publisked
with permission of the Catholic

thg Upiversity of America Prey,

{Washizs gion. All photos Nustrdl ~
ing this suies in the Cokrier
Journat sare official. US, Army

‘ 0.
eruntit-sewn a;m, as-he had 'NEXT WEEK ‘
cen compleltly exhnusted and] - Mfission Accompﬂshed

Ded Germans Tay in the'Germans were Catholic, and

very budly frightencd. Ong Gor-lof them serlously.. \[ndng for all e was vorth, and
as I reached to tum out thel
ﬂashllght, X pwe anher Ger-
man séldier i the cek a fow}
feef avay. Ho inovel s bit and
groaned, d:md when 1lifted him}

man's head and pulled back the| Theentire. house was 5o fﬂled
bolt; all the others had turned|with dust that I could scarcely
their heads - -away. Another hadifind my way from one man to
fired above their hends and another to see if .cach was all
went {0 the barn to
weak from -fear, as I was, but}inquire about Fisher and his
they were all quite.calm. | patient. Fisher sald that {he
saldm{r was ¢ I;nth;e)r, éxs}feep o; ut
conscious; he hadn!t made a
few hours "changing bandigesinove during the entire sholl-
ing, Examining him we. found
nothing seriously wrong, ‘but he!
didn't - wake up despxte the

After glvxng Bim 1 quick ab-
solution, 1 tumed awund to go
house. There,
Ie:ming againt the house, with
2 light muachine gun seross his}
khee, was-a German facing In
Ty direction I sail what was|
supposed to e an job of con-f
Bdfire meals
&gain, I"m alpid) ad xam ifo
The: mext morn
the German yas: sill thero in
'the sime posilon. X was dead
and apparcn!ly had leen &1 the

side the house and #pparentty] As the shelling eontixmed 1
were planning to slay permin-(had the men take turns "In
ent;y Jeading the others in the Xord's

asleep, snd abiout ten pan. ¥ Of all-the tfmes and_ places
did so tod. Just akout midnight, for a religious. argument? Wi
shelis began to fnll. A good one of the men finished with{:
pait of the village feemed.to bej*, . , for Thine is the Kingdom,
disinlegrating undde the heavyland the Power, and the Glory,
barrzge, Fortunalely most ofinow and forever;® one of the
the French peophy had deseited]Catholic miep said that it didn't
Addeville the - day tefore, _|belong there, The Protesimnt
men insisted that it did.. The
other Catholic men jolned in to
insist it didn't’ Iselong.

How we survived that mnight

¥ shall never kmow, okeept that} -
the clm, fovent prayers of
£hoso woundel men Jldn’t leave
Gad any chieer ir the mafter:
but to answo them The artil-}
lery let up just before 0400
howrs, and - the smallarms flref.
1 was Efﬂteful for the 2111'%11&_increased A lrxcer hullet camef.

e-gur-owrrnrtiery—try=rm
ing 10 root the Germans out of somewhat from the danger of|
our situation. I told therm ench
to-siy it in whatever way hej:
had learned it.

X
AT

gruzed mmy logm,  and "sef my
panls o fixd, .

Y

-

-1 The plaster was dropping all ‘
over the place, Window glassliesses %

sprayed the room. As eleven of
the most seriously wounded

for protection. The tive men|.
lwith broken legs wert in thej
rtichen. Meanwhils Fisher- was| .
in the barn holding down the
soy who had gome qit of h‘{s
head and who wis f{iying ‘to
run. ‘ot t¢ the Gerotns.
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._Ahnnt_ﬁzaﬂllmm_thtee_hhcl
Imade direct hits on fie house|* OR
lone after the ofher. Half the!

house collapsed on-the two fien
thefi call” otif, “*Father Samp:— s

Home Mnﬁsxons and Rerreat Wcsrh A.; .
. Wirin: The l’allettznc Fathers,
in the kitchen. T heard one off . BROTHER 309 N.Paca St.,Bilimiort LMd -
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50!1?" Just as T get tothe dODr' t'oi‘.t.tllhil.".'lu.mﬂ.O'tn’.-.iilol-oloin-n'cMO".'.!IQ‘

!‘odny, dnscaur for yogrself why. "

Gov\ernor § Club

--is the big -
‘“A” blend qu

s

‘.- It lew pm‘:ed! .

TS 25% more w}ﬂs'key
“than a “RIthY. .

ph blenﬂl

. 1ts the bl

Sprfngﬁme"ah’d" Easter herald 2He ewa??ﬁng‘

~of Iifecin all #he lanid as it should bes n our hearls, -

‘a r'eﬁving of fope. love, .a!'n‘cf falth for o"ur'ulve;.‘.

‘our famnhes and all the world: Par*ah of 'Hzesi

blassmgs eﬁmd to.you ﬂns Holy Seatan.,




