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Was fo bev our hoi
Day"- ahd agalg ift?r a

n‘y Chnsﬁ'

gmzens
very: fmendly, they smiled and
wived, and even ahe girls didn’t
seen: »to anind hemg whistled at
any more than- Améerican glrls
did. Al the Américans were!
overfoing-thé broad “a” and

everybody -was. “old chap” orf

" “old bean” and was “Jolly well
glad 10 bé in deah old Englanﬁ
don'tcha know.

ZMcrry England was really
mexry, for the men of the 501st
that- first - night. They were
havpy, and they- could hardly| !
Wait f6"get their .wrinkled but
clean ODS out of their ‘barracks]:
bags, walk - the.iwo miles to
town, look around ‘maybe, meet,
some girls and see .2 cnema
md hest of all, see what

e de of a pub was  ljke.

'l\hey soon Jdiscovered that{
most of the girls were- in uni-
foxm of one type or another,]
{he puby -férved . only warm
. beer, and dne of the cinemas
showed only westerns of the

» “Tom Mix" era and the other,
strictly British ‘plctures of ah
mrost equally avcjent vintape, It
vas different, however, they
thought, ,gnd fun for a ‘while..

- —= The dxcitement of these

-

novelties was soon {0 wear off
and would be replaced ly @n
uneasiness. This uneasiness was.
caused by the fact that just
twenty miles” of English Chan.|
el Separated us from the Ger-
mans, and we knew thit we
wiuld be crossing that Channel
before many munlhshad p?ssed

Before we- pitchc‘l into train-
Ing in earnest, we were glven a
few days 1o orient oursglves; o
shake the salt of the occéan from:
our boots; and o visit London.
The ity of Newbury had scarce-|
Bbedn touched by Hitlers
Dbombers,

But the Iirst sight of-London
and the fist expcrlencc of anf
alt rald while there broight us
Zace to. face with the réalism,|
-ghe tragedy, and the horror of

+ war, Here was not fust & news—
. paper account. You conld ﬁ
the walls of 3 hombed haild:
Ing eollapse; sou coutd hear the
ontlnous. airrald  signal  the
clang-clztig of fireiengines, the
_xcreaming Jambulance (sfrens:
you smelléd aind almost gagged
on the stench. of a building that
Tisd burned Tast week apd was
st sendlng ap puffx of white
sinoke from drenched embers
f-Jis qunded hasemcnt.

But the impnrturhability of
the British is beyond GeScm)
tlon. Eollowmg the air raid the
“people came ‘out from thé shel:
{ers by the thousinds, and. they
went abfut their business or
lielr  entertainment in ~ this
- Placked-out eity, ¥ou would
have thought that airraids were
a normal and natural part of}
Iving == a5 indeed théy had
become for this amazmg ‘breed.

"It wasi't i‘mg, ho‘vcver, bhe.
fore Charing Cross, Piccadilly
Cireus, Oxford \:irms, and A

. erous other foral points of -the
second largest city in thé-world)
_hecame .ag i familiar to. ws as
“Times Stuare, Riverside Drive,
ot Hell’s Kitchen inc New York;
{he Mall in W&shmgtun' Canal
Street in New Orieans: M‘arkel
Street In  San- Franelsco, o
%fam Sireet m Ccuncil Blnffs,

owa. -

The GIs» took England by’
sturm.There were noy a mil
lion Americar se diers o that
little “island; @nd'X siippose 4eht,
million hms of American ‘aquip:
ment, It was said thiat the pii
mary purpost of the ‘barrdge
. balitons oyver-Tondou-wag “net
just to keep Gérmag bombeérs
- from altscking at Tow.level, but
1o keep -England #rom sinking
under- the weight of Amemcan

men and -equipment.

E;é?y\Amerman SOYdler had
at least fifty dollars 4 month
(in those days-in England Ahat
was . m great deal), ‘and He was
dbtermined. to-spend it on any-:

) ﬂﬁng Ahat oﬂeréd '_Iitﬂe di

Tman quite underéta

1Commanding

mment The Bnt:s

sented the advantage )
ican had .Gver him .when it came

7 fo getting a~date; Strest ﬁghts

between the servicemen of "the’
WO countrxes were commion,

Major General WiHAam Lee,
‘General of the’
1101st -Airhorpe’ Dms:ong
which we were now- attadred
gave the regiment” 2 ta I

mg program . -

Th1s t_alk was . the ﬁnest

soemed | hig

ly expected of gvery man .who

aq heen given the opportumty
of wearing his eountrys uhj-
-forim. These: were sincefe’ words.
from a deeply sincere man. -

not Just g career — i was i
vocation, a total dedication like
the priesthood. He told us what
1ay ahead; and that sacrifice and
obedience to an"heroic degres
would he’ required of us, En-
listed mien and officers alike
were * profoundly moved, “per-
Tups. as mch by the grezxtness

There Wore mo- shouts “gr
' cheers affer this speéch, but
when it Was over, every man’
Yeturned to his duties a better
soldier. .Confused minds began
Fo-see a-break in the clouds of
doubt and uncertamty

A couple of months. after this
1alk, Bill Lee,.as everyone jye-
ferred to the general, “had a
heart attack and had fo go o
the hospital. Sheer exhaustion
and ' physical dlsabxhty could
‘never have kept him in bed; he

‘ders of his superinrs

I had contracted a touch of
the flu at this same time and-
had a room direcily across the
hall “froin General Lee's room.
1 made bold -one day to rap on
his door‘ Obeying-'a pleasint,
“Come in,” I inquired how he
was xeeling. After that, each

invite me in for a _shart’ visit,

To this man soldiering was .

of the mian as by what he said.

had to he confined there by or-]

day he would {fell the nurse {o |

©On one mnight Fump 1 1it 1n a

tree and cracked a courple of

xibs against the {nmk. From

real terror for~me,

VAfter four
Jumps in England if was decid-
ed:o risk no further casualties,
for such highly trined and
specialxzed troops Were hot easy

L 10 replace,

On.one of our night prob~
‘lems the baitalion-io whith I
had - atfached myself ~was. to
 jump, assemble, and then work
its way toward the village dof
Lambourne, A road block was
fo,be set up outside the town‘
Wwe were to, dig din, wa;t for a

coyple of hours, then aftack
and take Lamxbourne -just be-

had ‘been sct up, being very
tired, X lay down in a ditch be-
side the voad, pulled-my trench
cont tight around me, and went
o sIeep

slept when X -awoke {feeling

" A maonk could not have more
cheerfully resigned himself to
his ailment than this man, who
1oved the ttle “soldier™ more

han - “general” Bill ‘Lee dled |
shortly after the énd o6f the'war,
hut there are thousands of nten

o whom he is.still the “ideal

soldier” He '{s known as the
“Father of the Alrborne.” There
‘are at-least three airborne gen
eral§ who have become Chlcf
of Staff of~the Army, and they
speak of Bill Lee in a tont of
awe aihd in tershs of the deep
est respect, | K

Lee was replacg& by a yourigs
or, moré vigorous man, Genoral
Maxwell D, Taylor. Tavior was|
one of the most suceessfod
young. zenerals of World Wag
II and following the war was
appointed. o the yery ‘tesponsis
ble pagiiion-of Superintendert.
6f the United States Milltary

. |Academy at West Polnt. In'1955

‘hé hecinia Chief of Staff,

Lesy than n year.herore taka
ing command of the 101st he!
had given réal proof .of the
promisé. of his meteoric ‘mili-
tary caréer when he landed
from 2 submarine and went in
behind the German lines in
ftaly. There, under the very
10568 of the Nazis, he obtained

‘ation of Itahan noix ~ belliger‘
ence. .

repl hardshig for everyone. The
weather from January, wheh ‘we:

cold and delily. Our field piole

heme}y hazardous.

waves thrown tp by the Warm
$and had wade paracliuting

cushioned the Shock of theland-

‘the desccnt faster; .dnd the
and - the: ommpx:eéent liedge:
Ve were mot ar-c‘usmme&» 10,

heavily. weighted down than
‘gver Before, The injury ensual
fies were very ligh, about Leight
per cent, whereas they’ Had
heen lass. than two. pér cent ip

Tmenl. they,are, down to & small
fracuc‘m

i
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from Marshal Badoplio a declar-| . \

Tramlng jn,Engl‘ind‘ was x|

arrived thete, until-June was) .

fems. were long “and difffeadts} - -
Jumplig in England was ex| =

fh Noith Carolina The Neat}

ing. But .the . atmosphere in| -’
England was very thin, making|

rocky soil; mumerous feheces,| -

Yows were added hizards thit).'’

Betudgs this, we Jumped w:;th )
more equpmeht and were mote) -

North Catolina:* (Due to hew)
technitifes  and beétter  eepaip|

dffone per cent nG\V)x -

something cold and flat press-
ing under my <hin Fearful that
It was & smake I.opened my eyes
almost alraid to hreathe. “Chap-
lain* “hissed. Colonel Johhson,
witi ‘his sharp hiade against
my neck, 'l comlit you would
have heun 1 dead. dick by now.

About seven .miles morth of
Newbary was a lotely residen-
14l district called Coldash, The

4

ters, had an orphinage’ there.
All the orplisins were girls ex-
cept two liitte hoys who stick]
{o each other like -Slamese
twins. "~ .- .

4

JTHe Catholie’ chaplams locat-
ed in Ihis-section,of England
mét - in Ssing -Gabriel’s Home
for Childrén ornce a month, and
the mectings wereto be among
my most pleagant recolléctions,
of Exgland. Fo a couple of
hours we.would hive a tonfer-
ferice fo discuss iy "problems:
we inight be haviog gl
inltse The sisters then, sitved a’
dinnex thit ynade s -fqreet for

then on night jumping has hald N

or- five tiass.

foredawn,’ After the ‘roadblogk |

1 don't Imow huw long I had |

Franciscan Missionaries of .
Miry, a wonderful order of sis--

ever heen a shoruge ot i‘ood in
England, - . -

The sisters worked their own
farms, howeyver,and the healthy,
rosy-chiteked orphians, many. of
‘whom were children of peoplé
killed in the borabings, were at
Teast “spared the most dreaded
aspnct of war — hunger and
starvation. Affer the dinner the
thildren would put on = little
show—and--thee - yoally \Vére
mever. They sang mustly~ mer-
fean songs and always - closed:

the txme bemg, thet™ thers-had

thh 3 rousing~ “Gawd ples

Paratroopers ﬂon't a!mys fiy to thexr destination.\

Awmerricaw, lawn& of the
frrrrree," *

"Look Out Below” is publithed
with permission of the Catholsc
Unicersity -of Auterica Press,
Waibinglom. Al photos lluitrat-
ing - this rérieg in the Conrier

Jomrnal are aj/ l Us. Aﬂlzy
[1[50!0:. :

NEXT WEEK r— Beady for
D-:Day‘

fairly ‘easy, and the sand alSe) -~

& NO ADVAN(E CHARGE
4 ron cuecx BOOKS
- N MININUM
. BA"&ANcE REQU
N mONTHY . |
| SERVICE CHARGE
NQ CHARGE FOR YOUR & ‘Why hot open @n sccount thh U now of.
NAME ON CHECKS it

Sy gy ’R«sppzeexate—havmg - you. 68 -

NORTHBATE puz \

You Da

For Y“eur Checks

NOT Pay
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ivep g loseyour chécks. :
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“You pay, for these ‘cheeks- only as you we. .

- them,~and: only 3f you use themn, ’ -
86 you don't' lose motey if you.do not use
 -your checks;youl don’t fose. money if you

ply dedud: mc frqtn ymtr accou\rit when you.
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“Their)usuilt mod_é of ' fravel was by shm‘lk’s? ‘mﬁrc. ]

| Red Pamfwops
Tcld ‘D&n’f Pray’

-3 comnmmst pnbllcaﬁrm
has wrged  young st Gex-
ran paratraoprs to rdy et
clasivtly ony thelr skill ared

‘b‘efnre Jusping.

E Thw officil. maguzixm af
| the, conmunis sporty organd~

| what, it termed an *unknown
- God” with such knoln fae

tors ay “wind velodily, drop
gpeéd and one's own skii i

and. comarented;.

ot 1f shioufl accap that we
do not reach fur taxget, then
1 hel p us”

cafit sch v mai is.en
rolling -itse fist students. 4t
1 SULE v (W‘ og“m

1 - Polontial’ ndents are the

116‘&00 Catholu: high school
hoys in’ the Middle Atlantle
| states, Fathor Charled Gal

" | Tagher, S.X, Who initisted the

1~ progral, secs it u§ a8 spur
.| to .voeations in. general ewen
" though masi of the literature
conmecte® with it deals weith
--the Speiety of Jesis.

- “Yocation® postens " de
s wsigned . and made at Wood~ ‘
stock Coflegs, ave sent £xee
~to~ high salidols.

i Youﬁg Mmen who reply fo
' the posters invitdion res
] -celve-an alswer f£rom one of
‘Woodstoek's theo‘logians “xho

‘I teachers, Aslong a5 the Thoy

| wishes, %hly personal corie
sporndence i cctitmucd The
't response, from the 50,000
boys in e participating
- schools, has heen gralifying,
i Fathcr Gallgher sid,. -

x
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