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(Oonﬁnued from Page 1)

_ The day arrived at Fort
Benning to begin jump train-
ing, I regeived a wire from my. |
brother in' The -Palles, Oregon,
‘stating  that my mother was
very ill,

O my way west I called up
from Chicago, only te leain |
that* she had died-that day. |
FHer hody was brought back to
Luverne, Minnesota, the place
of her ‘birth and childhood; the :
place she always called “home |,
the place she loved above all
others. My mother had always
worked hard, very har ,(L As dad
“was the xnanager “of a small-
town ‘hotel, mother took care
of ths %end end of the business |
dnd foxr Years did: the ‘cooking. |
Her life was fﬂled ‘with many
worrles and heart; ches, but: shg/
‘always képt her keen'sense of
humor and Irish wit. '

Thé help and guests of the
hotel laved her;—Tor ber kind
and affable nature made tha

lodging house. With scarcely a
wrinkle in her face or a grey'd
Hair in her head, she -looked
like a young girl as she lay inj
her coffin.
She /had often dwelt on -{ '
thought €that' X would -eme dayj,
say her Funéeral-Mags, and shef |
had spoken of it in a manner of§
real anticipation and delight, I
suppése only the mother of a¥
priest can understand that. ;

After the funeral, I prepared
" {0 returnm te. the Fort Benning
jump school, and I discovered
that the prospect of jumping
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. sbout the mirborrie jump school

" schol,

before my -mother’s death,

I realized then that the great:
mental” hazard in ' parachute
Jumping was more t}mn subcoti- |
scious concern for one's famlly
.and dependents than for one's.
own sifety; not, of course, that
the latter was ever absent: This
fact has been demonstiated
over and over again, and I
think it could-be authenticated
by almost every parachutist. I
am sute the wives and mothels -
of - paratroopers  suffered the -
fearful anticipation of the next -
Jump more keenly than did the
Jumpers.

As x matier of fact, aﬂex‘
sevent - successiul  jumps the |
parafrooper gains a ceitxifide
_gree of confidence fhat is mot |
shared by those-who Tust wult
at the phone for the faniiliar
volce, “Made it OX, darling. -
The landing was perfect”; or
. for the dreaded professional
- volee, "This.ls the Fort Benning
Statlon , Kospim, Your hus
hmd ] ? Q _"

"L vowed when I was golnx
through the agony of jump
. school that I would nevei say
anything .good about it It was
even tougher than It was re-

'In all faimcss, however, it
must be admitted that the de-
~ sired results wore atiually ob- .
tained, and the qualities of .
jphvslcnl fitness, determination,
and npgressiveness.  hursed ak
Benning bore froit in Nérmans |
dy, In Holland, then at Bastogs
ne, and much later; in anothcr

~from a- plane did not seem | -
nearly. a5 hazardous as it ﬁ d |

encouragingly, “Bué three or

- four chaplains * have already_

gone through- the school suc-
cesstilly.”

¥ made a noise in my throat
that was meant to be a chuckle
and said with an assurance I
was far from febling. “I guess

- if they can m ke It, I can™ .
-~ The school was divided ‘imto

-four. weeksof Intensive train-
ing called Stages A, B, G, and
D. With seventy-seven other of- .
ficers X reported May first to
the chief instructor of A Stage.
~ The trammg was_conduetedl by.

! ,mandmg officer. to i
- Inates, ;

ing sergeant .and | Fe
obey the sergeant’sj

made to apologize §
ence of the .entif
sembled and was fh

The)r ‘meant fisiness here,
they played avorltes, ang-

ors and éhap}ams )
, the hoot as ruth- |

" line officers. Those
who_failed thereafter spoke of

“the sthool -in -terms of bitter- .
ness and hatred; even those
- -whio eventually made the'gtade
would always weeall ‘the four
elernat™wWecks with more repug- |
nance and revulsion than pride. -

Callsthenics and leng runs
constituted A Stage. I thought.
that 1 wwas in fairly good phy-
sical condition 'when I arrived

- ‘the toad, Jome 'had qift in
anger; othets ran until physi
Ble of going ffriher;:

‘some fere gut cold. Th

wagon” . (akbuliance, - the
clvilian} pic .
Those who3 the run

arrived at the- T .8

stroke of twelve and drenched
in sweat, completely ex‘hmnsted,
“tired, and worm out even be-’
:vond the ability. t§ curse the
---gchool; -Flopped -on their hunks,

" unable to make the effort to go .
across the road  for  dinner,
. Foodl ‘wasn't interesting, A
shower required energy to take |.
off fatizues, We only wanted |
rest, rest, rest. 0

Mast of ‘us dozed” it 6ur -
" swoaty and  smelly fafipues |
until they blew {hat infernal.
mhisﬁe ,again at one pm

at me and laughed then, said .

- eral , tries-

“the—Indian-club  exergles

" hair-shirt, “The onl}
“kept me from heinghw
_of A Sfage was thif§
never dropped out of

: \Nﬁ_,u\

- cable eptendly on st ineine §
to a big moft pite of yawidust, |

g

I’matmopers of the orxgmal test platoon}
learn to contr(ﬂ “their parachutes on thls i

We had the.same schedule in
the afternoon as in the morn-

"ing, -except that tbere was a |

little jude thrown in, plus sev-
at the obstacle
-course,

~We always finished up with
the inevitable run, I did rather

|: badly with {he calisthenics. T |
et the .

never could seem to
“hang of climbing the r§

my arms limp and Jifg
before the sergeay
"Enough." . A

ance more agoni - 2

Only the toughest of the stu-
dgnts would. sackifice precious

"-hours of sleep for a movie at |
night. In the cvening after sup-
- | per, saying the Breviiry in 1%

quiet of the chapel was restful;
but'I do hope there is some
fruth. te the o}d legend about
the*angeéls finishing the rosary
for those who fall zsleep from
fatifne while saying it - :

Mass at six am. would begin

annther"ﬂay‘ Just like. the - Iast. )

The crowded batracks . of
sevenly-eight officers had" slip-

ped to a comfortable thirty- |
eight by the end of the first

week, Many of them had quit

the'first couple of days, but not

befors tenmg ‘the sergeants

. mitted in these page‘s

19400~

v
and everyone . connected with
the school what they. thought
‘of it—and in terms not per

B Stage, the second weck of
| training, was much mol§
"~ esting. During 1hi s

gadgels design ¥ .
paraﬂmte jnmping.

The first prop wasg
Iage jof g plane from gehich the
g€ had been remgwed. They
p fus in it at

dFoperly in a-
piine, hnw to hoo ap the styap
fat pulls the togoff the para-
thute pack; howfto cheek the
equipment of th& man-in front
of . us, how o respond to the
orders of.the jump master, and
how to make 'a proper  exit «
from u\e planc. We’ heg:mi to
get- co mpmg was go ng
fo e simple.

" Then they took us to the
landing trainer. This is a fiend:
ish device by which: the student
is ‘hooked up in a jumper's

tralnmg devxce

face.

’ given e:ght laps
- td shout to every man I passed,

" —— 8 barracks

If 'you displeased the
sergeant by your performance,
he generally nigd@ you double-
time around the training area
several. times, old(x\g- your
risers aloft _and.

md

“m a bad chnplam, 1 droppedv
my risersi"

At no time . durlng Jump

school were we periitied “to

~walk;® always double{ime. Nor

were wo  allowed to Jean

ne. ]
hands in our pockefs, For vio- .

Intions of these rules pushwups
were {he punlshmenk -

One wiorning while a ser-
geait was glving & dernonstra-
tion, X hnppened to yawn. “All

right, "Chaplain, give me fifty '
push-ups.” I got through foriy--

4wa and -couldn’t Birdge another

| “nscle-to. save my life. I con-

tinued <to’ Lfe on the ground
exhaustéd, supremely indiffer-
ent to the jihes of the sergeant

- and the laughter of ihe other
officers. . -

] charge  was ccnsxderably
" shaken, r
“The “trailnasium™ was

Tht mu»ck«m tom way ;
thiztydoot platform With & lting

After the Dookup o the cable,

signal to Fiwmp, The exif, the
drop, and” the jesk frowm the
cable closaly slmu}a(e m ac-
- tual jump. -

" The tide to the smawdust. plIn
was, fus 8% finl, bt each fue |

ceeding Jamptramthis—tower §

seefned myzch hithet from (he
ground. We lad more men quit
the school -dwing this phase
thayt we &id liter on duving
the actusl jump from ar Al
plane in fiight

The fergeant failed to _hook
up one. man properly for his
jump from the tower, and the
man fell | sl the way to the
ground. Fortumtely he ~ohly
sustained = fractured foof, but
our confldence e Ehesergenit

other of the elthorate props
2 forty-foot<high maze of Ll
catwalks, Iadders. and 50 frih,

‘manyt.—vre——}mpe

“had as many

""‘bmxd(.r Wrzh oy ,

'1t Fort Bemung, Georgm, ni told us, Towever,

1 Journal are official U. S. Arm}

theiis a8 Wa hil o

The aftecrnoon -,'}1
; were spent ing
- sheds where e

of B—Stage
the packing
Iearned 16

_in the chutes, }

ourselves.

This really worried me, for
I had no confidence in the
bulginglopsided, twisied thing
that- had taken me ‘an hour and
a half fo pack The sergeant:
that  you
could Junp A 'thute- throwis in-
bag and It would
_open. The—ocossional Vstream
ers”
didn’t scermx - to wearrant such
cnnfxdence, -

"Loak Ont~Below™ 75 publxslzerl
- with permission of the Catbolit
Uniseriily -of Amreria Preg,
Washingon. All pbosas illustra:
ing thir seriés m rhe Cozerjer

photos. -
NEXT WEEK—-Thc teal 1ump!

“the serpéant would give the | e

Fof us, in which just one single

pack our own futes, Thiz' was | Pyblesta
~ . sipposed ter g us whfidence {3

vty .

entree everywhiere: visitsthe rich
poorhispilt and the poor rich
indlove-andhope; the priests; the
Protéstant. ministers
in the preceding classos +™fayan Catholic p

CWRMBJQURNAL
ay, February 6, 18%9

®

B; Slater :Margaref Teren, mmreth College -

3

*l‘hree ‘Who ‘Wentured, by Myle4

Fathex C‘onsldlm is & very|
special kind of Johin Gunther re-

j u;

For a lifetithe, Irom the da‘
of his Across & World, he
been follwing the fortunes of
chat Catholic world to the south

W {Brazil) s bigger than,

B8 total of 29 countriex]
L atholic population num.|
- 0% mxdllion everyone;ot-
them-imPortant perfons, &

New ;ﬂoﬂiom In Eatin Amquea,
Dodd, Meadt 58, 839 pp, mulmtﬁ.,ﬂ.w. .

port.ing from “inside Latin Amer-
cal ’ )

_bigger than the U.S.A41

John J’. Consld!ne, 2. M.

eonnolly ﬁpplncute '58. 248, pm

L

Bx;mp Q'n ‘Brahnigan'l Head, tar

-3 A

iy eye Tias q:aught ‘and held
¥ the peculiar blend of beauty and
M isophistication, the curious juxia.
position of goodnéss and crime
that in our tine have marked

life along the ldvely California
coast,

— THess three cn:ies é'f%mwhu
Vantured), of #ennis the pﬁest
who fits now e yet m eg:Uiod

It fs 1hix Catholio wor!d,
TPodt I roliglony personnel, Jow
in lunda, that Father Consl
dine explores, colintry by coun-
try ~ qlicovering ‘a high de-
gree and quality of Catholle ac.

And oh, the storfes! Ye has

too; the
gams wha have
JXept_the Fajth. without any help
and have kept thelr anclent In-
dian beliefy right along with it
{gods vencraled as saints!), and
the millions "ot descendants of
enslved Afrlcans who hawe done
the same thlnz.

- He vislis Ststers In anthclerl)
cal Mexico whor work in lay dress
and are heloved by the deeply
{Catholic Indlans,

The stofles :re nndXer, start:§

Canada_Blsthg__,___g, bemulful._Father Considine|

e L, 'absorbing &
the ,g of tmth abdg

Church Semces

Berlin— (NG)—-East Germany's
Red -authorities have published

funeral cererhonles, .

The new ﬂmcﬁona, iristend of
church: baptimi and marriage
ceremdnies, are to be’ based nn

atheistic and acknowledzetno Bt
pernatural being” but’' mankind
struggling “for peace. democracy

.and socialism

The ceremonies include the ob
ligation for parents and colples

cialisty artd give thelr children a
ociausth educatlon.

?ﬁ#t‘/And* ,
'~ Fancy

ant order calling for the start of-
communist birth, martlage and.

“sopialistie humanism- which - ~is-

Lto sign promises to be good s |

Seek State Aid

have called for state il to Cath.
olic schools. ‘

'1'11 Blshops tited the “hehvy
{finaricial bitxden's boxné by -Cathe
olie schooly dn a Brief submitled
to x commdsslol sppolnted’ by
tire British Columbia provindal
 governmént 2o stidy educatxon in

Vancouver—(NC y—The Catho. §nd the bedside of the dylig poon,
lie Bishops of British Columbin

fices and Euchmstic Congresses

the province.

takes you to modern citles and|
1 Jungle -hideouts, to business ofl

A Hmetested unni&dﬂ
atacks

harness attached to a roller

that slides dowh & long incline,:

i

and- always when yon least ex
péct ih-the sergeant pulls g !

lever that drops you to the |}

ground while you are traveling
abont twenty miles an ‘hour .
The idea is to hang on to your
risers, duck yoir head hetween
your knees as soon as you .

At any moment he chooses, .

‘touch the-ground;—and-go—rolls
irig wlong like a hall,

Failura to duck quickly '
enough neans that vou go slid-

war, in Kores, |
I shadl try 16 be a5 o‘ojecﬁve

as the memery of my sweating
hody, bruiset, skin and bones,

aching museles, sbused dipnily,
and deflated ego will yermit. If -
a nole of acidity is detectable
“in my description of the jump
school, I would ask itie reader
kindly to remember that it is
entiroly premeditated and in-
tenuonai. 4

Whed I I reporied. in at the
he adjutant ‘told me
that Tie-two previous chaplains
1o enroll were now in the hes
. pital, one ‘with a broken leg, the

other.with an: injured hack. My
expression niust havebeen both
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He reports from Inside Latin i
America, from inslde fts real K
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